W)rking Americans 

1880-2005 




Volume VI: Women At Work 



A Universal Reference Book 

GREY HOUSE PUBLISHING 



Working Americans 
1880-2005 

Volume VI: Women at Work 



WORKING AMERICANS 

1880-2005 



Volume VI: Women at Work 



by 
Scott Derks 



a Universal Reference Book 



VJrey House 
Publishing 



PUBLISHER 

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 

EDITORIAL COORDINATOR 

MARKETING DIRECTOR 



Leslie Mackenzie 
Laura Mars-Proietti 
Neil O'Connor 
Jessica Moody 



AUTHOR: 



Scott Derks 



COPYEDITOR: 
COMPOSITION: 



Elaine Alibrandi 
Q2A Solutions 



A Universal Reference Book 

Grey House Publishing, Inc. 

185 Millerton Road 

Millerton, NY 12546 

518.789.8700 

FAX 518.789.0545 

www.greyhouse.com 

e-mail: books @greyhouse.com 

While every effort has been made to ensure the reliability of the information presented in this publication, Grey House Publishing 
neither guarantees the accuracy of the data contained herein nor assumes any responsibility for errors, omissions or discrepancies. 
Grey House accepts no payment for listing; inclusion in the publication of any organization, agency, institution, publication, service or 
individual does not imply endorsement of the editors or publisher. 

Errors brought to the attention of the publisher and verified to the satisfaction of the publisher will be corrected in future editions. 

Except by express prior written permission of the Copyright Proprietor no part of this work may be copied by any means of 
publication or communication now known or developed hereafter including, but not limited to, use in any directory or compilation or 
other print publication, in any information storage and retrieval system, in any other electronic device, or in any visual or audio-visual 
device or product. 

This publication is an original and creative work, copyrighted by Grey House Publishing, Inc. and is fully protected by all applicable 
copyright laws, as well as by laws covering misappropriation, trade secrets and unfair competition. 

Grey House has added value to the underlying factual material through one or more of the following efforts: unique and original 
selection; expression; arrangement; coordination; and classification. 

Grey House Publishing, Inc. will defend its rights in this publication. 

Copyright © 2005 Grey House Publishing, Inc. 
All rights reserved 

First edition 2005 

Publisher's Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
(Prepared by The Donohue Group, Inc.) 
Derks, Scott. 
Working Americans, 1880-2005 / by Scott Derks. 



. 3. The upper class — v. 4. Their children. 



. 5. At war. -v. 6. 



Includes bibliographical references and indexes. 

Contents: v. 1. The working class — v. 2. The middle class - 
Women at Work 

ISBN: 1-891-48281-5 (v. 1) 

ISBN: 1-891-48272-6 (v. 2) 

ISBN: 1-930-95638-X (v. 3) 

ISBN: 1-930-95635-5 (v. 4) 

ISBN: 1-592-37024-1 (v. 5) 

ISBN: 1-592-37063-2 (v. 6) 
1. Working class— United States— History— 19th century. 2. Working class— United States— History— 20th century. 3. Labor— United 
States— History— 19th century. 4. Labor— United States— History— 20th century. 5. Occupations— United States— History— 1 9th century. 
6. Occupations— United States— History— 20th century. 7. Social classes— United States— History— 19th century. 8. Social classes- 
United States— History— 20th century. 9. United States— Economic conditions. I. Title. 



HD8066 .D47 
305.5'0973'0904 — dc21 
ISBN 1-59237-063-2 



hardcover 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



1880-1899 INTRODUCTION l 

1890 Profile: Photographer from New York 3 

Life at Home 3 

Life at Work 6 

Life in the Community: Staten Island, New York 10 

Historical Snapshot 1890 14 

1892 Profile: Private School Student from Connecticut 17 

Life at Home 17 

Life at School 19 

Life in the Community: Farmington, Connecticut 23 

Historical Snapshot 1892 24 

1896 News Feature 25 

1898 Profile: Teenage Maid from Pennsylvania 27 

Life at Home 27 

Life at Work 29 

Life in the Community: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 36 

Historical Snapshot 1898-1899 37 

1899 News Feature 38 



1900-1909 INTRODUCTION 45 

1902 Profile: Store Clerk from Massachusetts 47 

Life at Home 47 

Life at Work 50 

Life in the Community: Boston, Massachusetts 53 

Historical Snapshot 1902-1903 56 



1904 Profile: Farmer from North Carolina 57 

Life at Home 57 

Life at Work 64 

Life in the Community: Norris, North Carolina 66 

Historical Snapshot 1904 68 

1904 News Feature 71 

1907 News Feature 73 

1909 Profile: Chocolate Dipper from Illinois 75 

Life at Home 76 

Life at Work 76 

Life in the Community: Chicago, Illinois 80 

Historical Snapshot 1909 84 

1910-1919 INTRODUCTION 85 

1910 News Feature 87 

1911 Profile: Metal Fabricator from New York 89 

Life at Home 89 

Life at Work 97 

Life in the Community: New York 98 

Historical Snapshot 1911 100 

1915 News Feature 101 

1918 Profile: Relief Effort Worker, World War I: France 105 

Life at Home 105 

Life at Work 110 

American Involvement in World War I 113 

Historical Snapshot 1918 114 

1919 Profile: Lumber Heiress from Maryland 115 

Life at Home 115 

Life at Work 118 

Life in the Community: Chevy Chase, Maryland 120 

Historical Snapshot 1919 126 



1920-1929 INTRODUCTION 127 

1922 Profile: Actress from California 129 

Life at Home 129 

Life at Work 130 

Life in the Community: Hollywood, California 131 

Historical Snapshot 1922 133 

1923 Profile: Teenage Saxophone Player from Ohio 134 

Life at Home 134 

Life at School 137 

Life in the Community: Seaman, Ohio 142 

Historical Snapshot 1923 144 

1928 News Feature 145 

1928 News Feature 151 

1930-1939 INTRODUCTION 155 

1931 News Feature 157 

1934 Profile: Farmer's Daughter from South Carolina 161 

Life at Home 161 

Life at School and Work 166 

Life in the Community: York, South Carolina 167 

Historical Snapshot 1934 169 

1935 Profile: Domestic Relations Court Judge from New York 170 

Life at Home 170 

Life at Work 174 

Life in the Community: New York 176 

Historical Snapshot 1939 178 

1937 Profile: Peace Activist from New Hampshire 180 

Life at Home 180 

Life at Work 181 

Life in the Community: New London, New Hampshire 183 

Historical Snapshot 1937 185 



1938 News Feature 186 



1940-1949 INTRODUCTION 189 

1942 Profile: Ammunition Manufacturer from Alabama 191 

Life at Home 191 

Life at Work 193 

Life in the Community: Huntsville, Alabama 195 

Historical Snapshot 1942 199 

1947 Profile: Women's Rights Worker, Occupied Japan 203 

Life at Home 203 

Life at Work 205 

Life in the Community: Japan 208 

Historical Snapshot 1947 211 

1947 News Feature 212 



1950-1959 INTRODUCTION 215 

1951 Profile: Former Slave from South Carolina 217 

Life at Home 217 

Life at Work 219 

Life in the Community: Summerton, South Carolina 222 

Historical Snapshot 1951 225 

1956 Profile: Elementary School Teacher from Florida 232 

Life at Home 232 

Life at Work 234 

Life in the Community: Homestead Air Force Base, Florida 239 

Historical Snapshot 1956 240 

1959 Profile: Hairdresser from Washington 242 

Life at Home 242 

Life at Work 245 

Life in the Community: Seattle, Washington 249 

Historical Snapshot 1959 250 



1960-1969 INTRODUCTION 255 

1963 Profile: Photographer from Ohio 257 

Life at Home 257 

Life at Work 259 

Life in the Community: Youngstown, Ohio 264 

Historical Snapshot 1963 265 

1968 Profile: Electrical Worker from Tennessee 268 

Life at Home 270 

Life at Work 270 

Life in the Community: Memphis, Tennessee 271 

Historical Snapshot 1968-1969 275 

1969 Profile: Homemaker & Vietnam War Protester 280 

Life at Home 280 

Life at Work 283 

October 15 Vietnam Moratorium 285 

Historical Snapshot 1969 287 



1970-1979 INTRODUCTION 295 

1972 Profile: Surgeon from New Mexico 297 

Life at Home 297 

Life at Work 300 

Life in the Community: Albuquerque, New Mexico 301 

Historical Snapshot 1972 304 

1972 News Feature 311 

1979 Profile: Art Student from Massachusetts 315 

Life at Home 315 

Life at School 317 

Life in the Community: Boston, Massachusetts 321 

Historical Snapshot 1979 322 

1972-1979 News Feature 332 



1980-1989 INTRODUCTION 335 

1986 Profile: Molecular Research Scientist from California 337 

Life at Home 337 

Life at Work 339 

Life in the Community: San Diego, California 342 

Historical Snapshot 1986 343 

1987 News Feature 349 

1989 Profile: Family Therapist from South Carolina 352 

Life at Home 352 

Life at Work 354 

Life in the Community: Aiken, South Carolina 357 

Historical Snapshot 1989 359 

1989 Profile: Sergeant, Invasion of Panama 367 

Life at Home 367 

Life at Work 368 

Life in the Community: Washington, DC and Panama 372 

Historical Snapshot 1989 373 

1990-1999 INTRODUCTION 375 

1994 Profile: Jewelry Store Owner from Illinois 377 

Life at Home 377 

Life at Work 378 

Life in the Community: Chicago, Illinois 380 

Historical Snapshot 1994 384 

1994 News Feature 389 

1995 Profile: School Teacher from New York 391 

Life at Home 391 

Life at Work 393 

Life in the Community: New York City 396 

Historical Snapshot 1995-1996 397 

1998 Profile: Soccer Player from Georgia 407 

Life at Home 407 

Life at School 411 



Life in the Community: Atlanta, Georgia 413 

Historical Snapshot 1998 414 

2000-2005 INTRODUCTION 419 

2000 Profile: Publisher from Connecticut 421 

Life at Home 421 

Life at Work 423 

Life in the Community: Bath, Connecticut 426 

Historical Snapshot 2000 431 

2002 Profile: Entrepreneur from Tennessee 437 

Life at Home 437 

Life at Work 440 

Life in the Community: Oak Ridge, Tennessee 442 

Historical Snapshot 2002 444 

2003 Profile: Environmentalist & Iraq War Protester 449 

Life at Home 449 

Life at Work 451 

Life in the Community: Washington, DC 454 

Historical Snapshot 2003 456 

2004 News Feature 463 

2005 News Feature 467 

Index 469 



INTRODUCTION 

Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Women At Work, is the sixth volume in an open- 
ended series. Like its predecessors, The Working Class, The Middle Class, The Upper Class, 
Their Children, and At War, Women At Work observes the lives of Americans, decade by decade. 
Unlike its predecessors, Volume VI focuses on women and includes material through 2005. 

The book is arranged in 12 decade-long chapters. Most include three individual Profiles 
sectioned into work, home and community; several Historical Snapshots that chronicle major 
milestones; and a handful of News Features from a variety of magazines and newspapers. These 
common elements, as well as specialized data such as Selected Prices and Average Pay, 

punctuate each chapter and act as statistical comparisons between decades, as well as between 
Americans of different socioeconomic backgrounds. The 33 women profiled in this volume 
represent wide ranges of: ages (12 to 88 years); social backgrounds (farmer's daughter to Los 
Angeles actress); ethnic backgrounds (Armenian to African American); and professions (artist to 
molecular research scientist). Some careers focus on fortune, some on fame, some on a regular 
paycheck and some on no paycheck at all. The goal of this volume is to illustrate how women's 
work has evolved from 1880-2005. 

A Man May Work from Sun to Sun but a Women's Work is Never Done... 

By the very nature of their gender, women's working environment is often intertwined with their 
social environment. A woman's choice of her life work - much more then a man's - can result 
from societal restraints or specific family situations; hence you'll find suppressed women 
gravitating toward creative outlets and childless women caring for the world's impoverished 
children. There are women whose work is not about choice, such as the farmer's wife, and the 
"juggler" balancing her roles as minister's wife, mother of two, teacher and full time student. 
Then there are women whose career rival's that of any successful man, such as our surgeon, 
judge, or successful publisher. 

Like the other five titles in this series, Working Americans VI: Women At Work is a compilation 
of original research — personal diaries, school files, family histories - combined with 
government statistics, commercial advertisements and news features. To the brand new material 
we have added some carefully chosen elements from the preceding five volumes to achieve the 
widest range of women's working situations. Together, this material provides an outstanding 
look of the working woman from the late 19 l century to the present. 

The text is presented in bulleted format. There are hundreds of supportive graphics — 
photographs, advertisements, magazine covers, even campaign buttons. Like the earlier volumes 
in this Working Americans series, Volume VI is a "point in time" book, designed to illustrate the 
reality of that particular time. Some women grew up in less than ideal situations, which are 
portrayed as accurately as possible. We again asked previous purchasers, primarily high school 
and public librarians who own and find Volumes I - V valuable, if they objected to such content, 
as we did before publishing the graphic descriptions in Volume V: At War. And they again 
responded "Don't change a thing!" They all confirmed that the point of primary source material 
is to show others how it was . . . that it is crucial to show others how it was . . . and that the 
Working Americans series does just that. 



This title was requested by previous purchasers of earlier volumes who asked us to use this 
engaging format to chronicle women. The next title in this series, Working Americans 1880- 
2005: Social Protests, is due out early in 2006. 



The Editors 



Praise for earlier volumes - 

"77ze volume 'promises to enhance our understanding of the growth and development of the 
working class over more than a century. ' It capably fulfills this promise... recommended for all 

types of libraries. 

ARBA 



"[the author] adds to the genre of social history known as 'history from 
the bottom up, ' which examines the lives of ordinary people ...Recommended for all colleges and 

university library collections. " 

Choice 



"this volume engages and informs, contributing significantly and meaningfully 

to the historiography of the working class in America. ..a compelling and well-organized 

contribution for those interested in social history and the complexities of working Americans. " 

Library Journal 



"these interesting, unique compilations of economic and social facts, figures, 

and graphs will support multiple research needs. They will engage and 
enlighten patrons in high school, public, and academic library collections. " 

Booklist 



This in no dull statistical compilation of economic history. It is a very interesting, readable 

account of life in the United States for the worker or laborer. It would be very useful for 

undergraduate students researching laborers or working and social conditions. 

Journal of Business & Finance Librarianship 



PREFACE 



Welcome to the sixth book in a series examining the social and economic lives of 
working Americans. At the suggestion of a Virginia high school librarian, this volume 
focuses exclusively on working women and their lives. Another volume was planned, but 
because one of our primary users took the time to explore, question and assist, we struck 
out in a new direction. Like its predecessor volumes, Working Americans VI: Women at 
Work is about regular people meeting the unvarnished challenges that life perennially 
presents. Several chapters are drawn from profiles completed earlier in this series, 
marrying the story of the Chicago-based chocolate dipper, who first appeared in Volume 
I, with new stories about a New York judge and a New Mexico surgeon, to create a 
complete work about working women. 

The first volume, Working Americans 1880-1999: The Working Class, launched this 
series, exploring the struggles of working class Americans through the eyes and wallets 
of three dozen families. With pictures, stories, statistics and advertisements of the period, 
it studied their jobs, wages, family life, expenditures and hobbies throughout the decades. 
The second volume, The Middle Class, captured the struggles — and joys — in a similar 
but sometimes subtly different way, profiling the lives of everyday families who played 
an incremental role in building the economy of America. Few were heroes, all felt the 
pressures of life, and most wanted to create a better life for themselves and for their 
children. The third volume, The Upper Class, studied the fascinating and often complex 
world of America's upper class. Through hard work, grit, good luck or inheritance, these 
families were elevated to the highest pinnacle of economic prosperity. All were wealthy, 
though not all were well off. The fourth volume built on the concepts and social issues 
explored in the previous three volumes by examining the lives of children of working 
Americans throughout the entire spectrum of economic status. In this way, Working 
Americans IV: Their Children looked at issues of growing up: parents, homework, child 
labor, education, peer pressure, food, fads and fun with friends. The fifth volume 
extended these examinations to an often life-changing event: war. Decade by decade, 
Working Americans V: At War explored the ways that officers, enlisted personnel and 
civilians handled the stress, boredom and brutality of war, involving declared conflicts, 
one-time military actions, protests or preparations for future wars. 



Working Americans VI: Women at Work celebrates the contributions of women, 
chronicling both the progress they have made and the roadblocks that have been placed in 
their way. The study of history offers all of us the opportunity to view change over the 
sweep of time. In a detailed fashion, these profiles and articles help the reader reflect on 
the transformation of female independence and transition into the workplace. Although 
the author is a lifelong member of the male persuasion, the publisher, copy editor, 
editorial director and more than half the contributors are female. It is a trend represented 
in a variety of ways within this volume, well-illustrated by the gender composition of 
today's graduate schools. In the early 1970s, when the magazine Ms. was in its infancy, 
women received approximately 10 percent of the nation's graduate degrees in medicine, 
law and veterinary medicine. Today women represent half of all law students, 40 percent 
of medical students and two-thirds of the graduate degrees awarded in veterinary 
medicine and pharmacy. The actions and contributions of one generation are rarely lost 
on the next. 

As in the previous volumes, each story is unique, as each of us is unique: the North 
Carolina widow who continues to enjoy farming without her husband; the Armenian 
woman who finds a safe refuge by moving to America; the Ohio teen eager to test the 
boundaries of 1920s society by playing the saxophone in a boy-dominated band. The 
story of a young woman judge expresses the joy of her profession and the sorrow in the 
death of a husband. We meet a grandmother still living without indoor plumbing in the 
1950s, a hairdresser in Seattle and a surgeon in New Mexico. Each has a story to tell. 

All of the profiles are modeled on real people and events, although, as in the previous 
books of this series, the names have been changed and some details added based on 
statistics, the then-current popularity of an idea, or writings of the time. Otherwise, every 
effort has been made to profile accurately the individual's early and family life, 
education, and work experiences. To ensure that each profile reflects the feelings of its 
subject, diaries, letters, biographies, interviews and magazine articles were consulted and 
used. In some cases, the featured individuals represent national trends and feelings, but 
mostly, they represent only themselves. Ultimately, it is the people, events and actions of 
working Americans — along with their investments, spending decisions, time 
commitments, jobs and passions — that shape society and the economy. 



Working Americans: Women at Work is dedicated to my mother, 

Martha Hope Derks, and my wife Ellen's mother, 

Ruth Farmer Hanckel, with love and gratitude. 

Raising us could only be defined as work. 
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1880-1899 

The final two decades of the nineteenth century danced in the reflected glow of 
the Gilded Age, when the wealth of a tiny percentage of Americans knew no 
bounds. The role of women was still strictly defined and most women were 
forced to choose between a profession and marriage. Few were encouraged to 
attend college; still fewer attended. Women teachers who married were expect- 
ed to surrender their jobs as an accepted part of the nuptials. Those who rubbed 
against the edges of these restrictive rules were derisively branded "mannish" 
or "new women." At the same time, women were beginning to play a more visi- 
ble role in recreational sports, international travel and the emerging field of 
journalism. During this age, children of the working class routinely left school 
in their teens to work, the middle class was small and college was largely 
reserved for the elite and wealthy men of America. It was also a time marked by 
an abundance of emerging technology and changing opportunities, symbolizing 
the restless spirit of the American people. The highly popular children's books 
featuring Horatio Alger reinforced the notion that opportunity and wealth lured 
around every corner. 

The rapid expansion of railroads opened up the nation to new industries, new 
markets and the formation of monopolistic trusts that catapulted a handful of 
corporations into positions of unprecedented power and wealth. This expand- 
ing technology also triggered the movement of workers from farm to factory, the 
rapid expansion of wage labor, and the explosive growth of cities. Farmers, mer- 
chants and small-town artisans found themselves increasingly dependent on 
regional and national market forces. The shift in the concentrations of power 
was unprecedented in American history. At the same time, professionally 
trained workers were reshaping America's economy alongside business man- 
agers or entrepreneurs eager to capture their piece of the American pie. It was 
an economy on a roll with few rudders or regulations. 

Across America the economy — along with its work force — was running away 
from the land. Before the Civil War, the United States was overwhelmingly an agri- 
cultural nation. By the end of the century, non-agricultural occupations employed 
nearly two thirds of the workers. As important, two of every three Americans came 
to rely on wages instead of self-employment as farmers or artisans. At the same 
time, industrial growth began to center around cities, where wealth accumulated 
for a few who understood how to harness and use railroads, create new consumer 
markets, and manage a ready supply of cheap, trainable labor. Jobs, offering 
steady wages and the promise of a better life for workers' children, drew people 
from the farms into the cities, which grew at twice the rate of the nation as a whole. 
A modern, industrially-based work force emerged from the traditional farmlands, 
led by men skilled at managing others and the complicated flow of materials 
required to keep a factory operating. This led to an increasing demand for attor- 
neys, bankers, and physicians to handle the complexity of the emerging urban 
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economy. In 1890, newspaper editor Horace Greeley remarked, "We cannot all 
live in cities, yet nearly all seem determined to do so." 

The new cities of America were home to great wealth and poverty — both pro- 
duced by the massive migrations and influx of immigrants willing to work at 
any price. It was a time symbolized by Andrew Carnegie's steel mills, John D. 
Rockefeller's organization of the Standard Oil monopoly, and the manufacture 
of Alexander Graham Bell's wonderful invention, the telephone. By 1894, the 
United States had become the world's leading industrial power, producing more 
than England, France, and Germany — its three largest competitors — combined. 
For much of this period, the nation's industrial energy focused on the need for 
railroads requiring large quantities of labor, iron, steel, stone, and lumber. In 
1883, nine tenths of the nation's entire production of steel went into rails. The 
most important invention of the period — in an era of tremendous change and 
innovation — may have been the Bessemer converter, which transformed pig 
iron into steel at a relatively low cost, increasing steel output 10 times from 
1877 to 1892. 

The greatest economic event during the last two decades of the nineteenth 
century was the great wave of immigration that swept America. It is believed to 
be the largest worldwide population movement in human history, bringing more 
than 10 million people to the United States to fill the expanding need for work- 
ers. In the 1880s alone, 5.25 million immigrants arrived, more than in the first 
six decades of the nineteenth century. This wave was dominated by Irish, 
German, and English workers. Scandinavia, Italy, and China sent scores of 
eager workers, normally men, to fill the expanding labor needs of the United 
States. To attract this much-needed labor force, railroad and steamship compa- 
nies advertised throughout Europe and China the glories of American life. To an 
economically depressed world, it was a welcome call. 

Despite all the signs of economic growth and prosperity, America's late- 
nineteenth-century economy was profoundly unstable. Industrial expansion was 
undercut by a depression from 1882 to 1885, followed in 1893 by a five-year- 
long economic collapse that devastated rural and urban communities across 
America. As a result, job security for workers just climbing onto the industrial 
stage was often fleeting. Few wage-earners found full-time work for the entire 
year. The unevenness in the economy was caused both by the level of change 
under way and irresponsible speculation, but more generally to the stubborn 
adherence of the federal government to a highly inflexible gold standard as the 
basis of value for currency. 

Between the very wealthy and the very poor emerged a new middle stratum, 
whose appearance was one of the distinctive features of late-nineteenth-century 
America. The new middle class fueled the purchase of one million light bulbs a 
year by 1890, even though the first electric light was only 11 years old. It was 
the middle class also that flocked to buy Royal Baking Powder, (which was eas- 
ier to use and faster than yeast) and supported the emergence and spread of 
department stores that were sprouting up across the nation. 











1890 Profile 



Twenty-six-year-old Mabel Vandergrift is fascinated by photography, travel, world 
events, and the "Indian problem" out West; her mother is convinced that Mabel's love 
of knowledge and fixation on photography have doomed her chances of a respectable 
marriage. 



Life at Home 

• Mabel Vandergrift is an unmarried woman at 26, 
past the traditional marrying age of women of her 
class; this fact has begun to worry her mother. 

• Talk among her friends is that Mabel believes herself 
to be better than all of the boys who wish to take 
her out. 

• An only child, she was raised by her mother and 
grandparents in a rambling seventeenth-century 
home overlooking the bay from the north end of 
Staten Island. 

• Her grandfather purchased the house in 1844. 

• The family home has a sullied history that includes a 
loyalist of the American Revolution who hanged 
himself for unrequited love and a previous owner's 
daughter who declined Cornelius Vanderbilt's pro- 
posal of marriage because she believed his financial 
prospects to be poor. 

• Although Mabel's family is not wealthy, Staten Island 
is a very fashionable place during the summer season 
for the rich, including the Vanderbilts, Cunards and 
the Roosevelts. 

• Mabel is very athletic and has won many trophies for 
golf, bowling, and a new game just brought over 
from Bermuda called tennis. 




Mabel Vandergrift sees herself as a photographic pioneer. 
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Photographic negatives are washed at the pump. 



Mabel loves playing tennis at the Cricket Club, but is convinced it would be more 
sporting if played in something less confining than floor-length dresses and tight corsets. 
When she complains, her mother invariably reminds her, "A woman must conduct 
herself properly at all times." 

The manor in which she lives is situated on rolling hills that flow on to the sea; large 
manicured gardens cover the area. 

• She acquired a sparse education at a private school 
for young girls set up by two English women. 

• Her real education has come from her opportunities 
to sail, travel to Europe, and from her uncle, a sea 
captain who encouraged her pursuit of her principal 
hobby, photography. 

• He taught her the proper way to maintain the large 
glass plates that are the medium for negatives and how 
to mix the chemicals in order to prepare the plates. 

• Right outside the house is the home's primary source 
of water, a pump where Mabel washes their photo- 
graphic plates, even in the dead of winter. 

• Some plates require 25 separate washings to obtain a 
perfect negative. 

• The manor has dormer windows and a porch with a 
hammock, a bird cage, and a spyglass that Mabel 
uses to watch the ships that pass by. 

• Inside the house, the rooms are furnished with an 
abundance of art, clocks, and candlesticks taking up 
every inch of free space on the mantle. 




Mabel uses a spyglass to watch the ships that pass by. 



1880-1899 




In Mabel's room, elaborate whicker chairs stand next to bookshelves crammed 
with religious books, travels in Europe, and articles about the proper development 
of photographic negatives. 

The room, like those of her best friends, is inundated with knick-knacks collected 
from around the world and carefully arranged on every flat surface. 
Mabel especially cherishes seashells, large butterflies, carved objects from the South 
Pacific islands, and colorful Asian fans brought back to Staten Island by her seago- 
ing uncle. 

Collections of foreign natural history objects are widely regarded as a sign of 
sophistication. 

She and the other women of the family are expected to decorate the house, and they 
do so with both subtlety and volume. 



'The whole island is 

like a garden, and 

affords very fine 

scenery." 

— Henry David 

Thoreau, 

Staten Island, 

1843 
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Mabel wishes to shoot photographs of Indian chiefs and warriors. 



Life at Work 

• Mabel Vandergrift enjoys telling her friends and par- 
ents that it is her ambition to travel West to shoot 
photographs of Indian chiefs and their warriors. 

• She loves to see the expressions of shock and fear this 
dream evinces. 

• When her tales of meeting an Indian chief fail to 
shock, she likes to say she wants to answer Susan B. 
Anthony's call for missionary women suffragists will- 
ing to be sent to Southern fields to open the eyes of 
the daughters of Dixie to the error of their ways. 

• She has also caused a lot of talk in the community by 
telling friends, including eligible men, that she would 
not be afraid to dress like a man so she could fight in 
the next war. 

• She knows for a fact it is possible; at least one woman 
is now fighting for a pension from the Union Army, 
where she fought and was wounded in the leg, lead- 
ing to the discovery of her deception. 

• Some of her friends are amused by the suggestion; 
most don't think Mabel's fine features would pass for 
a man's even if she were dressed in men's clothing. 

• A woman of high energy and prodigious mechanical 
skill, she likes to think of herself as a female pioneer 
in the world of photography. 

• Despite her boasts of exotic travel, most of her pho- 
tography reveals the private life of the island; many 
of the pictures are self-portraits, and images of her 
friends, parties, and her home. 

• Before she was 10, Mabel's uncle showed her how to 
use a dry plate camera of British manufacture. 

• Another uncle, a professor at Rutgers University, 
taught her enough chemistry to handle the complex, 
messy job of developing the large glass plates. 



"The Mannish Girl," New York Truth, January 21, 1893: 

"...So she falls out of sympathy with her sex. She loses its delicacy; she is reckless of its conventions. 
That is always the peril of the mannish girl. But the fact that she is a woman in body, but tries to be 
a man in mind, exposes her to the animadversions of the ribald. As she mingles with the world, she 
feeds a kind of vanity by being mannish. To talk slang, to smoke cigarettes, to ride hounds, commend, 

in a measure, to her male companions. They declare her to be jolly, fetching, stunning But they 

rarely marry her. " 
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Together, the uncles and Mabel built a tiny darkroom in a storage closet, where she 
spends hours developing plates, and toning and fixing prints. 
Alone in the dark room with a good negative and fresh chemicals, watching a pic- 
ture develop, she feels alive and in control of her world. 

The dry plate method works when emulsion is formed using light-sensitive silver 
bromide in a viscous gelatin solution, processed from cattle bones and hides. 
The dry plates eliminate the need for immediate processing and allow for commer- 
cial production of the plates. 

Mabel buys her plates in a New York City photography store, which also supplies the 
numerous chemicals required to develop the exposed plates and to print pictures. 
For almost a decade, she rarely has gone anywhere without her photographic 
equipment — all 50 pounds of it. 

She has even ventured into New York City to photograph "types" of the city: immi- 
grants, beggars, slum dwellers, and oystermen. 
Always, her pictures are in focus and fun to view. 

Sometimes, hours are spent setting up the perfect picture, often with Mabel in the 
center of the frame activating a remote cable to trigger the camera. 
Some photographic setups have become so elaborate, friends refuse to be involved 
with the meticulous details required for one of Mabel's photographs. 
Blessed by her home's sweeping view of New York harbor, she has observed and 
photographed a wide range of ships: square riggers, coasting schooners, racing 
yachts, tugboats, excursion steamers, immigrant ships, and ocean liners. 
She also spends hours photographing animals in the Central Park Zoo, patiently 
waiting for the perfect expression from a prize chimpanzee or a vexed elephant. 
The dry plate method still requires that her subjects remain relatively still, although the 
long 10- and 20-second exposures of the past are gone, thanks to modern techniques. 
Mabel and her friends consider themselves "new women" and have formed a 
females-only organization known as the "Darned Club." 




Faces |)Fair 

ire made £drcr vrhh & touch of Tetlow's 
Gossamer J'owder. It corrects the little 
nistakes of nature— iui pans a delightful 
:oftBcftS ni;d n delicate beauty to ttie skin 
vhtaout becoming visible to the ere. l'ure 
■■■[ harmless* flakes Hie skin ~fwi well 
sired for. Be sure and get 

^ HENRV TETLOW'S 

tossamer Powder. 

'rice ijC. bv mail, or at 

Lruggists. "SJSSgM 

HENRV TETLOW, 

tor. ]uth& Cherry Sts., 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Mabel and her friends consider themselves to b 



e new women. 



7 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 




Recently, Mabel saw that inventor George Eastman is planning to introduce a new 
type of film that is more flexible, unbreakable, and can be rolled. 
Photographers would buy a wooden, light-tight camera with the film already 
inside; once the 100-frame film was used up, the photographer could mail the film 
and camera to the Kodak factory, where the film would be removed from the 
camera, processed, and printed. 

The camera would then be reloaded with film and mailed back. 
Mabel wants to see the camera operate, but knows she wants to continue develop- 
ing her own negatives. 

Some on the island say she is too "mannish" and believe her to be a foolish, wild 
woman who is throwing away any chance of marriage and happiness. 
In defiance, Mabel and two friends recently dressed as men for a self-portrait, 
declaring, "Maybe we look better as men than women." 




Mabel and her friends dress as men for a self-portrait, to mock changes they see as too "mannish. ' 
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"Fell Dead in Her Cage, The Lady Chimpanzee in 

Central Park Has Passed Away," 

The Washington Post, March 2, 1890: 

Miss Kittie, the former fiancee of Crowley, the Central Park chimpanzee, 
died in her cage in the old arsenal building, Central Park, this morning 
of consumption. 

Yesterday Jake Cook, her keeper, noticed that her appetite was begin- 
ning to fail. She had been in the habit of eating a pound of grapes every 
day, but yesterday she ate only half a pound, and that with evident diffi- 
culty. 

At 6 o'clock last evening, when Mr. Cook was going home to dinner, 
Kittie did not look as bright as usual. When he returned he saw that her 
eyes were sunken and that she breathed with difficulty. 

All night long Jake watched by the bedside of his charge, holding her 
hand and trying to soothe her. She suffered greatly, and frequently tried 
to expand her chest, while she looked beseechingly at her faithful friend 
as if begging him to relieve her. 

At 2:40 o'clock she suddenly turned away from her keeper and fell to 
the floor gasping for breath. Jake quickly raised her head, but saw in a 
moment that she was dead. 

When Miss Kittie arrived she was but two years old. In accordance 
with the traditions of the Chimpanzee families, marriages between mem- 
bers of that family must not take place until each of the contracting par- 
ties are four years old. A courtship of two years was therefore in prospect 
for Mr. Crowley, who immediately started in upon the labor of love. 
From that time dates the romantic story of the Crowley engagement. 

Everything seemed to be progressing as happily as the proverbial 
marriage bell and apparently the hopes of both the chimpanzee lovers 
were to be sealed within a few short months, when about August 1, 
1888, Mr. Crowley had an attack of indigestion, which weakened him, 
and when he caught cold a few days afterward, pneumonia set in. His 
lungs had always been weak, and on August 31 he succumbed to the 
variable climate of the metropolis. Thus was the prospective joy of Miss 
Kittie turned to grief. 

Miss Kittie has been accustomed to holding daily public receptions in 
front of her cage from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and thousands of nurse 
girls and children besides a good sized quota of the Empire City's popu- 
lation have each month stood in front of her big iron-barred cage, and 
delightedly watched her antics. 



"Surely this country 

is the Paradise of 

the world... the 

inhabitants of this 

Island are tall, thin, 

narrow shouldered 

people, very simple 

in their manners, 

know neither 

Poverty nor Riches, 

each house has a 

good farm, and 

every man a trade, 

they know no 

distinction of 

Persons, and I am 

sure must have lived 

very happily till 

these troubles." 

— A British officer 
stationed on 
Staten Island, 

1776 
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Life in the Community: Staten Island 

• Staten Island is a select upper-middle-class commu- 
nity across New York Bay from Manhattan. 

• The first bridge from the 
island to New Jersey opened 
last year; the railroad bridge 
links Howland Hook to 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

• On the island, the quality of 
one's horse carriage reveals 
one's station in life. 

• Plain people drive buggies, 
farmer's wagons, or buck- 
boards, while the well-to-do 
sport custom-made carriages. 
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"Amateur Photography," 


by Nathan Haskell Dole, 


The New York Times, August 17, 1890: 


I fell in love with Phyllis Brown; 


In winning such an equal mate. 


She was the nicest girl in town. 


At first my chances promised fair: 


Her father had a bank account 


She met me halfway everywhere; 


Of a superfluous amount; 


Accepted my civilities; 


And so the more I thought of it 


And sometimes made me ill at ease 


The clearer seemed the benefit 


When I on parting held her hand 


That such a union would confer 


And felt that mute "you understand," 


At least on me — perhaps on her. 


Expressed by just the faintest squeeze. 


For she was pretty. Such a nose! 


(I cannot think she was a flirt, 


Such grace of curves! Such a tint of rose! 


And yet she did to my hurt!) 


Such sylph-like elegance of pose! 


One day I crossed the Rubicon: 


Such sunny eyes of heavenly blue, 


I knew her father would have gone; 


With little cherubs peeping through! 


I rang her door-bell inly bent 


Such golden bangs! Oh, every such 


On knowing she would consent. 


Was the superlative of much! 


She sent me down a little note, 


And educated? She could speak 


The coolest that she ever wrote: 


Italian, Spanish, Volapuk, French, 


"Excuse me, please, from seeing you, 


Russian, Swedish, Danish, Dutch, 


I've something else I must do; 


And every language born of Babel — 


I'll see you later if we live. " 


To read and speak them she was able. 


I asked the footman if he knew 


So learned, pretty — rich besides; 


Why such an answer she should give; 


Yes, she would be the gem of brides! 


The servant shrewdly shook his head; 


And I, though poor, had every taste, 


"She's busy, Sir," he gravely said, 


The wealth of Kroisos would have graced; 


"Developing a negative!" 


So I resolved to risk my fate 
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The brighter the varnish, the nattier the coachman's livery, the 
more beautiful the construction of the coach, the prouder a Staten 
Island lady is to set forth on a round of calls. 
It is widely believed that women must be the guardians of culture and 
morality; it is their role to regulate everything from family church 
attendance to the proper use of finger bowls. 

Many local residents are very upset that year-round ferry service to 
the island has been reduced to only the summer months. 
Officials claim that the ferries were set up primarily for the sum- 
mer season, and that they were never intended to be used by year- 
round residents. 

When discovered by Giovanni da Verrazano in 1524, Staten Island 
was occupied by the Aquehonga Indians, a branch of the Raritans. 
In 1609, Henry Hudson established Dutch trade in the area and 
named the island Staaten Eylandt after the Dutch parliament, 
Staaten Generaal der Vereenigde Nederlanden. 

Although the first Dutch settlement of the New Netherlands colony was made on 
Manhattan in 1620, Staten Island remained uncolonized by the Dutch for many 
decades. 

In 1630, the Dutch West India Company granted the island to Michael Pauw, and 
it was bought at this time from the Indians for some "duffels, kettles, axes, hoes, 
wampum, drilling awls, jews harps, and divers other small wares." 
In 1641, the settlement at Oude Dorp Old Town was established near South Beach 
by a small group of Dutch Walloon and Huguenot families. 

It was destroyed by the Indians in the same year, was immediately rebuilt, was 
again destroyed in 1642 and was again rebuilt, but was abandoned after its destruc- 
tion for the third time in 1655. 

At the end of the Second Anglo-Dutch War in 1667, the New Netherlands colony was 
ceded to England; Staten Island became part of the new English colony of New York. 
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"Photography News," The New York Times, April 21, 1890: 

The fact is that an amateur photographic outfit is not necessarily expensive and that, as in fishing tack- 
le, the prices cover along on the sliding scale. Five dollars to two thousand is the record on finely made 
trout rods. In amateur photography the start is about the same and the end not far distant. For $7 the 
amateur may make his beginning. This will include a small camera and a developer of the old-fashioned 
pyro type; not old-fashioned from disuse, but because so many new developers have been offered to the 
picture makers that they have firm adherents. The seven-dollar camera often proves a little prize and pic- 
tures turned out from it are the peers of specimens from the seventy-five-dollar instrument. This cheap 
camera is of standard tripod stamp. Passing a little further up to the fifteen-dollar mark, the detectives 
and hand camera can be obtained. Twenty and twenty-five dollars will secure to the novice in the art an 
excellent outfit and reliable apparatus. There are many of these in use and some excellent work is being 
done with them. Perhaps it is wiser for the amateur to commence with, say, a twenty-five dollar outfit. 
If he tires of the work, he has not wasted much money, for his always bring something if not misused. 
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In 1671, in order to encourage an expansion of the Dutch settlements, the English 

resurveyed Oude Dorp, which became known as Old Town, and expanded the lots 

along the shore to the south. 

These lots were settled primarily by Dutch and became known as Nieuwe Dorp 

meaning "New Town," which later became Anglicized as New Dorp. 

Staten Island played a significant role in the American Revolution when the British 

forces under William Howe evacuated Boston in the summer of 1776 and prepared 

to attack New York City. 

Howe used the strategic location of Staten Island as a staging ground for the attack. 

He established his headquarters in New Dorp; it is here that the representatives of 

the British government reportedly received their first notification of the Declaration 

of Independence. 



"The Apache Prisoners: General Miles Strongly Opposes Sending Them to Fort Sill; They 
Would Stir Up the Other Redskins, and the Settlers to Arizona Would Again Suffer a Reign of 
Terror. North Carolina Suggested as a Settlement," The Washington Post, March 10, 1890: 

Another Apache outbreak has been quieted by the troops in Arizona. The Indians who murdered 
George Herbert a week ago were overtaken by troops and two killed. They were chased over 300 miles 
over the toughest country in the Territory. Had the Indians been in force it would have taken a cam- 
paign to subdue them. In connection with this outbreak, the views of General Miles as to the advisa- 
bility of sending the Apaches at Mount Vernon, Ala., to the Fort Sill reservation are of interest. 
General Miles is strongly opposed to the proposed transfer. 

He believes that the return of Indians to that country would stir up further outbreaks, and would 
be prejudicial to the safety of the people in Arizona. He believes that the prisoners should be kept far 
from that country, and suggests North Carolina as a suitable place. In recent hearings before the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, he gave his views at length, and described the circumstances 
connected with the last Apache war, which have not been generally known. In describing the difficul- 
ties of the chase of the Apaches in 1886 by the troops, he said: 

"To give you an idea of the difficulty encountered by the troops, not only in climbing those 
mountains, but the heat was so intense that the soldiers could not put their hands on their gun- 
barrels, or on the rocks, as shown in this report of Assistant Surgeon Wood, who was present. 
While this was being done, which lasted about four months, I became satisfied that there could 
be no permanent peace in that country until the Indian camp at Apache, which was the recruit- 
ing station and camp of supplies from which all these raids have been made, and to which they 
have oftentimes finally returned, was broken up and cleared out of that country. " 
The Apaches were finally forced to beg for terms. General Miles promised protection, but said that 
they should be sent from the country. After sketching the campaign against the Apaches and its suc- 
cessful conclusion, he says: 

"That, in brief, gives the history of my connection with those Indians. As far as their confine- 
ment in Florida is concerned, I had nothing whatever to do with it. I have, however, always 
believed that it was a mistake to send them there, because they are accustomed to the high alti- 
tude of the mountains. " 
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"The New Woman," Pick-Me-Up magazine, 
October 10, 1891: 

The woman of the future will not trifle with our hearts, 

She will find more time to study into sciences and arts; 

She will not be too disdainful, irreverent, and proud, 

But with the highest virtues and attainments be endowed. 

The woman of the future will be modest in her looks; 

She will sing the sweetest ballads and peruse the choicest books; 

Her sympathies will widen, her goodness will expand, 

Until the poor shall bless her, and the weak will call her friend. 



The following month, in 
August, the British forces 
crossed the Narrow to 
Brooklyn and routed the 
American forces under 
George Washington at the 
Battle of Long Island, 
resulting in the British 
capture of New York. 
Three weeks later, on 
September 11, 1776, the 
British received a delegation 
of Americans represented 
by Benjamin Franklin, 
Edward Rutledge, and 
John Adams; the Americans 
refused the peace offer from 
the British in exchange 
for the withdrawal of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

British forces remained on Staten Island throughout the war. 

Although local sentiment was predominantly Tory, the islanders found the demands 
of supporting the troops to be onerous; many buildings and churches were 
destroyed, and the military demand for resources resulted in an extensive defor- 
estation of the island by the end of the war. 

The British again used the island as a staging ground for their final evacuation of New 
York City on December 5, 1783. 

After the war, the wealthiest Tory landowners fled to Canada and their estates were 
subdivided and sold. 



"Fashions in Ribbons, What the Manufacturers Are Doing to Capture Woman's Fancy," 

The New York Times, April 16, 1890: 

Every week shows more plainly the great efforts which are being made by ribbon manufacturers to keep 
this article in front and make it as attractive as possible. This, of course, is the only way of capturing a 
woman's fancy, and we must say that foreign and domestic manufacturers know how to do it. 

There is a ribbon with straw effect which is splendidly adapted for ornamenting straw hats. The 
body is double-faced satin and the border hemp interwoven with small satin stripes in different col- 
ors. The fabric can be had in all colors which assimilate with any straw shade. 

Another new material conveys the idea of two ribbons, and is called the two-ribbon effect. One 
side is a gross grain with a satin edge, while the other side shows a plain satin effect. The color com- 
binations are numerous, but we find that in this fancy fabric, all ribbons of dark colors are prettier 
than those of delicate shades. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1890 



Jane Addams set up Hull House in Chicago, the first of many settlement houses to 
aid the poor 

Two hundred Sioux were killed by soldiers at Wounded Knee, South Dakota 
Lightweight aluminum cooking pans, which were easier to care for than iron pots, 
were invented in Ohio 

Two-thirds of the nation's 62.9 million people still lived in rural areas; 32.7 percent 
were immigrants or the children of at least one immigrant parent 
American women began wearing knickerbockers instead of skirts while riding bicycles 
All members of a women's baseball club were arrested following a game against the 
Danville, Illinois Browns before 2,000 fans on Sunday, June 8; they were fined a 
total of $100 for disturbing the peace by playing baseball on Sunday in violation of 
the local "Blue Laws" 

New York World reporter Nellie Bly (Elizabeth Cochran Seaman) became the first 
woman to travel around the world; she did it in just 72 days 
Fay Fuller climbed the 14,410-foot Mt. Rainier in Washington 
The San Francisco Examiner reporter Winifred Sweet Black became the first woman 
to report on a prize fight 

The Daughters of the American Revolution was founded 
The first commercial dry cell battery was invented 
Three percent of Americans, age 18 to 21, attended college 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton became the president of the National Woman Suffrage 
Association 

The first full-service advertising agency was established in New York City 
Ceresota flour was introduced by the Northwest Consolidated Milling Company 
Alice Sanger became the first female staffer for the U.S. White House 
The United Mine Workers of America was founded 

Because of the demand for domestic servants, more women than men were emi- 
grating from Ireland to America 

Thousands of Kansas farmers were bankrupted by tight money conditions 
Yosemite Park was created by an Act of Congress 

Idaho was admitted as the forty-third state, and Wyoming as the forty-fourth 
The census showed that 53.5 percent of the farms in the United States comprised 
fewer than 100 acres 
Dr. Ida Gray became the first African-American woman dentist in the United States 
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Selected Prices 

Child's Suit $2.00 

China, 130 Pieces $30.00 

Flour, Half Barrel $2.50 

Folding Bed $15.00 

Fountain Pen $3.50 

Hair Curler $1.00 

Man's Shirt $1.50 

Music Box $2.50 

Parasol, Satin $3.90 

Piano Lessons, 24 $8.00 

Tooth Extraction $0.25 

Woman's Bicycle Costume $7.50 
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1816: 



1834: 



1837: 



1841: 
1851: 



The History of Photography 

1727: Professor J. Schulze creates the first photosensitive compound when he 
mixes chalk, nitric acid, and silver in a flask; he notices darkening on the side 
of the flask exposed to sunlight. 

Thomas Wedgwood makes "sun pictures" by placing opaque objects on 
leather treated with silver nitrate; the resulting images deteriorated rapidly, 
however, if displayed under light stronger than that of candles. 
Joseph-Nicephore Niepce combines the camera obscura with photosensitive 
paper and creates a permanent image. 

Henry Fox Talbot creates permanent (negative) images using paper soaked 
in silver chloride and fixed with a salt solution. 

Louis Daguerre creates images on silver-plated copper coated with silver 
iodide and "developed" with warmed mercury; Daguerre is awarded a state 
pension by the French government in exchange for publication of methods 
and the rights by other French citizens to use the daguerreotype process. 
Talbot patents his process under the name "calotype." 
Frederick Scott Archer, a sculptor in London, improves photographic reso- 
lution by spreading a mixture of collodion (nitrated cotton dissolved in ether 
and alcohol) and chemicals on sheets of glass. Wet plate collodion photog- 
raphy was much cheaper than daguerreotypes; the negative/positive process 
permitted unlimited reproductions, and the process was published but not 
patented. 

Nada (Felix Toumachon) opens his portrait studio in Paris. 
Adolphe Disderi develops carte-de-visite photography in Paris, leading to a 
worldwide boom in portrait studios for the next decade. 
Direct positive images on glass (ambrotypes) and metal (tintypes or fer- 
rotypes) become popular in the United States. 

Scottish physicist James Clerk-Maxwell demonstrates a color photography 
system involving three black-and-white photographs, each taken through a 
red, green, or blue filter. The photos are turned into lantern slides and 
projected in registration with the same color filters. This is the "color 
separation" method. 

1861-65: Mathew Brady and (mostly) staff covers the American Civil War, exposing 
7,000 negatives. 



1853: 
1854: 

1855: 

1861: 
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FLY SHUTTLE 

CARPET LOOM 

Inifiif wtttitl. :<•< hip!' 

aduy CtvAagm fn-.. 

EUAEKALOOMCO 

iOlT H", Main St, 

Bimj: Cjizek. Mjcr. 



NOTICE. 

5 for fioods advertised in this maga- 
ne iv i U confer a favor bv stating, in 



1! 

1870: 
1871: 
1877: 



1878: 
1880: 



1! 
1! 

1890: 



Ducas de Hauron publishes a book proposing a variety of methods for color 

photography. 

The U.S. Congress sends photographers out to the West; the most famous 

images are taken by William Jackson and Tim O 'Sullivan. 

Richard Leach Maddox, an English doctor, proposes the use of an emulsion 

of gelatin and silver bromide on a glass plate, the "dry plate" process. 

Eadweard Muybridge, born in England as Edward Muggridge, settles the 

"do a horse's four hooves ever leave the ground at once" bet among rich San 

Franciscans using time-sequenced photography of Leland Stanford's horse. 

Dry plates are manufactured commercially. 

George Eastman, age 24, sets up Eastman Dry Plate Company in Rochester, 

New York. The first half-tone photograph appears in a daily newspaper, the 

New York Graphic. 

The first Kodak camera appears, containing a 20-foot roll of paper, enough 

for 100 2.5-inch-diameter circular pictures. 

Kodak introduces an improved camera that uses a roll of film instead of 

paper. 

Jacob Riis publishes How the Other Half Lives, images of tenement life in 

New York City. 
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1892 Profile 



Upper Class 

Seventeen-year-old Clarissa Strobel has found great freedom and friendship at Miss 
Porter's, a private girls' school in Farmington, Connecticut, known for developing 
women of character and intellect. 



Life at Home 

• For the past two years, Clarissa has been summering with her mother, attending 
Miss Porter's School, and thinking about her future. 

• Her mother is often mystified by Clarissa's serious thoughts, mingled with a mis- 
chievous nature. 

• Secretly she is happy that she doesn't know everything her daughter, the last of 
three, is up to. 

• Clarissa and her mother summered in York Harbor, 
renting one of the Twin Dominick Cottages, where 
they were able to play tennis in bright sunshine, 
"while our friends on the ocean are in a damp fog," 
her mother liked to say. 

• In addition to tennis, Clarissa has learned to swim, 
mastering various strokes with the help of a friend 
and a new book on swimming. 

• Her father, a major industrialist, has earned mil- 
lions since the end of the Civil War; her mother is 
talking about building a place of her own. 

• Clarissa loves taking pictures, which everyone calls 
Kodaks; she believes that the modern camera is so 
easy to use, anyone can do it, but her mother seems 
reluctant to try. 

• The film is loaded into the camera at the factory, 
and after taking 12 pictures, the photographer 
sends the entire camera straight to Kodak, where 




Clarissa Strobel enjoys the companionship at Miss Porter's School. 
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Swimming on the Stomach. r, s . 1 u l 
Swimming on the Back. n;. i u i i, 



Strettkd potiTim. 




the pictures are developed, printed and returned by 
mail along with the camera, newly loaded with film. 
Recently, Clarissa took pictures of her friend Mary 
Sprague and was most upset that a young man 
who admires Mary took one of the Kodaks with- 
out her permission. 

She is not only angry about the theft, but also feels 
bad that the boy now has a picture of her friend, 
which is not proper in the least unless Mary gives 
her consent; it might give the wrong impression. 
In addition to her camera, one of Clarissa's prize 
possessions is a delicate doll with a bisque head 
known as Miss Elizabeth, which she dresses in a 
white silk gown. 

When she returned to Miss Porter's School last fall, 
the doll was carefully boxed and wrapped, but her 
head was broken during the trip; after several trips to 
Hartford, her father was able to locate a new head so 
that Miss Elizabeth could be put whole again. 
In Farmington, where fashion is always important, 
the girls are now wearing sweaters. 
Clarissa has discovered that sweaters can be found 
in red, white and black, but chiefly in dark blue. 



Some 
Kodak Sense. 

A wooden box with a pin hole at one end and a groove 
for holding a glass plate at the other will take a picture — after a 
fashion. With slight modifications this box becomes a "camera". 
It takes a fair s/'^ picture and sells for a small sum. That's 
one kind of camera. 

Another kind has the Film Cartridge system by which it 
can be Loaded in Daylight. Has carefully tested lenses. 
We test all those used in our cameras and none but good lenses 
can pass our inspection. Has sets of three stops, improved 
rotary shutters, finders and tripod sockets, is well made and 
beautifully finished— that's the Kodak Kind. 

fltochet Hiodaks, 
Bulkts and 

Missives 

Have these features* Pocket Kodaks and Bullets use cither film cartridges or 
glass plates. Other cameras do not have these features — we hold the patents. 

Our toalfct "Citrtridf}c Photography,'* fft& a/I absst it. Postal gets it* 

EASTMAN KODAK CO, 

Rochester, N. Y, 



flk*i; Xaantti.f S5.90 
^. ..r. y to 
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Most of the sweaters were originally made for small men, she believes, but at 

least one girl at school enjoys the distinction of owning a sweater that was made 

to order and obtained through Harvard by a friend on the varsity team. 

It is dark red, with an extremely wide double collar, which is open with lacing a 

few inches from the throat. 

In addition to her many skills, Clarissa is an accomplished palmist, and is 

believed by many to be capable of telling fortunes. 

During visits home, on more than one occasion, she has been called upon during 

gatherings to tell someone's fortune and character by looking at the shapes, lines and 

suppleness of the person's hands, which she firmly believes are a window to the soul. 



Life at School 

• Clarissa's room at Miss Porter's School is decorated with great care; she is using 
a Spanish theme, dominated by Spanish shawls and pictures taken by a cousin 
while traveling in Spain. 

• She hopes to include Spain on her traveling itinerary when she takes her grand 
tour of Europe next year. 

• For most of last semester, she used an elaborate assortment of Japanese fans to 
spark up the room, but that grew boring. 

• Her room is also filled with fresh flowers, which she buys almost daily. 

• Flowers, she and her roommates agree, make life more pleasant and the room a joy. 



What Your Hand Means, New York Sun, 1892: 

A soft hand, said Mr. Heron-Allen, in his lecture, indicated a fervent but 
fickle lover, while a hard hand denoted a long, enduring, though possibly 
smothering, love. A spatula hand, wherein the tips of the fingers are broad 
and flat, denoted inconstancy, desire for change and love of locomotion. 
It was found in jockeys and colonists. A hand with conically tipped fingers 
indicated inspiration, instinct, Bohemianism and generosity. 

A hand with squarely built fingertips showed order and arrange- 
ment, particularly when the joints throughout were prominent. A sci- 
entific hand was irregular to a marked degree, the joints lumpy and 
highly developed — altogether a malformed conglomeration of knots 
and twists. This sort of hand is invariably small, while the analytic 
hand is large. The hand of the idealist is the most symmetrical of all 
and the most useless in every sense. 

A supple hand indicates generosity. A hand, the fingers of which, 
when placed together and held to the light, exhibit transparency, and 
between which no rays of light penetrate, shows avarice or, in other 
words, closeness. Fingers submitted to the same test which will not fit 
alongside each other without openings and which are denser, indicate 
curiosity and loquacity. People with hands that are always white are 
egotistical and have no sympathy. 
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of every library, Little cir great, 
should be a History of the World 
which is comprehensive, authentic, 
ably written, fully illustrated, and, 
above all, down to date. The 
one single work which at last completely fills all those requirements 
is that incomparable record of human development and progress, the 

LIBRARY OF UNIVERSAL HISTORY 

8 Splendid Volumes ; Nearly 4000 pages ; Over 1000 [llnslrilions ; Keirly !00 Colored Naps 
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Clarissa is currently helping to select a new reading for her book club. 



Currently, she is attempting to help select a new 
reading for her book club, which she and sever- 
al friends started last term, and which now con- 
sists of six members. 

Others are asking to join the group, but she believes 
that restricting the size of the club is important. 
For pleasure, they read The Dancer's jewels, 
The Witch of Prague and Laut Plario. 
They are now reading Villette, but it will be fin- 
ished soon. 

With the onset of winter snow in Connecticut, 
she and her friend Louise were able to go coast- 
ing, or sledding, on the hills near the school. 
Directly after dinner, they donned leggings and 
undertights, and went straight away to the sta- 
ble for a sled. 

Unfortunately, only two were available, both 
rather high and long, which made them more 
suitable for gentle slopes than daunting hills; 
Clarissa, who had not been on a sled in seven 
years, was timid at first. 

Louise offered to take her along on her sled for 
the first trip, but she declined; she likes to learn 
quickly and by experience. 
When Louise prepared herself to go down the 
hill, Clarissa watched carefully as her friend 
gathered the rope in one hand, rested a hand on 
either side of the sled, then ran a step or two 
before throwing herself full-length on the clip- 
per for the trip down the slope. 
She thought Louise's legs looked comical stick- 
ing up in the air as she zoomed 
down the hill. 

• When Clarissa took her turn, 
she found it easy and exhilarat- 
ing, discovering how quickly 
she could gain more speed, and 
left the slopes feeling quite 
proud of herself. 

• Although her height is five feet, 
four inches, she is often consid- 
ered small at Miss Porter's 
because her three roommates 
are all five feet, eight inches tall. 

• She does not like to be com- 
pared to them, and sometimes 
gets so angry that she does not 
even like to hear compliments 
about her many good features, 
such as her voice. 
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1«. I'O.VIIil SI'KIN OF HYl>Ei<li;i:N. 



Ap. 



Iflaip, glass tube (It)*** long, £"" ditim.). glass ttUM 
(50 1 ™ loug, 3 or S™ (limn.), t.L,, II gen., rec. 
Ch, : fee:, II, stick. 

1. Lift an inverted rec. of H. and hold it in the 
same position over a flame, watching the result. 
Reaction . 

2. Insert ;i burning stick into an inverted ree. of 
H. N'otu the effect on the stick and on the H. 

3. Make a philosopher's lamp with a H gen., 
drawing out a glass tube for this purpose. Be- 
fore lighting it, test the purity of the H, by 
exploding n teat-tribe full in the flume. When 
no sharp report ensues, light tile flame ; avoid 
pointing the tube towards any one. Reaction. 

4. When it, burns, lower a large glass tube (2 or 
3 tm in diaui, i over the flame. 

.">. [fold a dry bottle over the flame for some time 

and look for moisture on the sides. 
6. Collect by up. disp. a dry t.t of H, explode it 

over a flame, and look for any product. 
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She loves pink ribbons, placing them on every possible article of clothing she owns; 
during a recent round of goodnight calls within the dormitory, she wore a very 
dainty pink jacket with long pink ribbons. 

She planned for the calls to take only a moment, but found her friend Lucy busily 
sewing and in need of help; Lucy's brother has written her asking for a gown to 
wear to a dance given at Williams College. 

He also asked for gloves, a fan and a handkerchief; both girls agree that he will 
look quite amusing in white muslin. 

Although Miss Sarah Porter is still involved with the school, occasionally conduct- 
ing a class when a teacher falls ill, the day-to-day leadership of the school falls to 
Mrs. Mary E. Dow, Miss Porter's trusted associate of many years. 
In recent years, critics have said Miss Porter's School has paid small heed to the 
requirements of a modern education. 

Instead the school has endured by ensuring that its students carried away the ideals 
of the meaning of life, appreciation of culture, love for the place and the traditions 
that are found in a natural home. 

Approximately 125 girls attend the school, many of them daughters and relatives 
of the "ancients" or graduates who came before. 

Because of demand and limited space, admission is a privilege extended to few out- 
side the immediate family circle. 
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The "AHS" in a Girls' School, John Chinaman Illustrates a 
Lecture, New York Semi-Weekly Tribune, June 18, 1892: 

FARMINGTON, CONN., JUNE 18— Everyone knows about the pros- 
perous school for young ladies which is so conspicuous a feature of the 
life of this New England village. At least everyone who knows of 
Farmington must know the school, for the school is Farmington. 
Without it, the village would be quiet and staid enough. Having it, the 
village possesses an animation and spirit which seems to fire even the 
woods and mountains with purpose. It lies back in the hills a few miles 
from the railroad station, secluded among great groves of elms and 
maples and oaks, where the bracing air bears no other freight than the 
perfumes of flowers and the songs and birds, and where nothing inter- 
feres with the spirit of education and refinement which this school has 
cultivated during half a century. 

Its proprietress, Miss Porter, the sister of the former president of Yale 
College, is a progressive woman. She utilizes everything and everybody 
that can serve to improve the minds of her pupils or to throw light upon 
their studies. Perhaps nothing better illustrates this fact than the lectures 
on music which her musical director, Mr. Boekelman, has instituted. The 
last of these, delivered on Tuesday evening by Mr. H. E. Krohbiel, was 
on the subject of Chinese music, a theme that, at first sight, scarcely 
looks suggestive of much that could assist the study of the musical art in 
its present stage, and yet before he was done, the lecturer made it clear 
that the lowly Wings and Hos and Kiangs and Tiems of the Celestial 
Empire, the home of His August Mightiness, the Son of Heaven, know a 
good deal about music. 



Clarissa writes daily in her diary, taking care to detail her day so that later she can 
enjoy it all over again; several of her roommates envy her discipline and have dis- 
couraged her from working in her theme book so frequently. 

For her, writing is a task and a joy; her thoughts flow fluidly from her pen no mat- 
ter how tired she might be, and the writing process itself seems to give her new 
energy and many personal insights. 

Recently a young woman entered Miss Porter's from Ohio, arriving at the school 
with her entire family. 

Clarissa realized quickly that the new girl was not accustomed to restraint and did 
not understand that her actions must be more circumspect in a town such as 
Farmington. 

The new girl is 16 and thinks men useful only as dancing partners, but make poor 
substitutes when feminine society can be found. 

She was quickly and clearly informed by the girls that men are the only enjoyment 
in life; a girl who could not boast of at least two or three admirers was considered 
a "stick" by her girlfriends and other men. 
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painted from nature, it is "The Leading American Seed Catalogue. " &?>"' Mailed FREE. 

W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 



On George Washington's birthday, Clarissa was assigned the task of writing about 
the celebration, but she has grown discouraged. 

Even though there is a flag in the hall downstairs and the homes in the village are 
decorated, she finds most people rather unpatriotic, or at least undemonstrative of 
their loyalty to the Stars and Stripes. 

As the spring grew warmer and the flowers bloomed, she and her roommates organ- 
ized a daisy party; for an entire afternoon they picked 
fresh daisies in a field, decorated hats, ate lunch and even 
made a daisy banner with a large "92" crafted in flowers. 



Life in the Community: Farmington, Connecticut 

• Farmington, located only nine miles from the center of 
Hartford, is considered one of the mother towns of 
Connecticut because it formerly included land that has 
been divided into nine other towns. 

• Land for the settlement was purchased from the Tunxis 
Indians in 1640; by 1645, enough people lived in the area 
to apply for incorporation and the name designation of 
Farmington. 

• In the summer of 1841, the 37 freed slaves of the ship 
Amistad lived in the village, awaiting return to Africa. 

• A school was maintained for them, and seats provided at 
church services, which they attended as a group. 

• For most of the century, Farmington has been renowned for 
the quality of its private schools, including Miss Porter's. 

• The village is also known for its historic sites, including the 
Elm Tree Inn, erected around a seventeenth-century house in 
1865 by Philip Lewis, and the Congregational Church, built 
in 1771, with its tall steeple topped with an open-belfry spire. 

• Until recently, a free library started by a public-spirited 
lady was housed in an old building on one end of town; 
two years ago it was consolidated with the village library. 

• Efforts are under way to revitalize some parts of 
Farmington; running water has been introduced, sewers 
are being constructed, and highways have been graded 
and, in part, macadamized. 

• When attempts were made to cut trees in the village to 
make way for a trolley line through Main Street, the peo- 
ple rose almost en masse and halted the project. 




Current fashion emphasizes a tiny waist. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1892 



To meet the needs of the automotive industry, an improved carburetor was invented 

Violence erupted during a steelworker's strike at Carnegie-Phipps Mill in 

Homestead, Pennsylvania 

The General Electric Company was created through a merger of Edison General 

Electric Company and Thomson-Houston Electric Company 

The $1 Ingersoll pocketwatch was introduced 

Chicago's first elevated railway went into operation to begin the famous Loop 

The first U.S. motorcar was produced in Springfield, Massachusetts, by Duryea 

Brothers 

The Hamilton Watch Company was founded 

The United States boasted 4,000 millionaires 

New York's 13 -story Waldorf Hotel was under construction 

The first successful gasoline tractor was produced by a farmer in Waterloo, Iowa 

Thousands of Kansas farmers were bankrupted by tight money conditions 

The first full-service advertising agency was established in New York City 

"Gentleman Jim" Corbett defeated John L. Sullivan for the heavyweight boxing title 

William Ewart Gladstone became prime minister of Great Britain, Prince Ito was 

made premier of Japan, and Grover Cleveland was elected president of the United 

States 

America's first automatic telephone switchboard was introduced 
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"Women in the Professions, Law," by Mrs. Theodore Sutro, The Delineator, 
A Journal of Fashion, Culture and Fine Arts, April 1896: 

"Why should women embrace the profession of law as a means of livelihood? For 
the same reason that men embrace it, for the same reason that has induced women 
to become physicians, artists, scientists, ministers, educators, financiers, editors, 
and to engage in almost all pursuits which a few generations ago were considered 
the exclusive property of men. Because we have arrived at a point in our civiliza- 
tions when their mental subordination, merely because they are women, has become 
almost inconceivable. 

Why should women not study law? This question could be answered far more readily. 
The reason women have so long been debarred from this particular profession may be 
partly explained because precedent more than anything else holds sway over the minds 
of judges and lawyers, and it has become almost a matter of tradition that a woman 
should not become a lawyer. 

It may also be partly explained through a misconception on the part of the public 
of the character of the profession. Among the laity the lawyer is pictured as a person 
who must be constantly engaged in the strife and turmoil of the forum, whose stento- 
rian voice must terrorize witnesses and impress juries, and who must move about in all 
the highways and byways of life like a whirlwind in order to ferret out and discover 
material which he may use in the trial of a case. No one knows better than members 
of the profession how remote such an idea is from the facts. The main business of a 
lawyer, insofar as his time is occupied at all in litigation, is performed in the seclusion 
of his private office in the careful analysis of the facts of his case and the study of law 
bearing upon it. Especially in our generation, however, the main portion of his work 
consists in advising and counselling, [sic] and in performing such labor as rather tends 
to prevent and avoid litigation than to conduct it when it is unavoidable. Surely in this 
branch of the profession it is a question of intellect and training solely, and not one of 
sex, as to whether the person pursuing it is fitted to be successful or not. 

Actual experience has proved that in the classes which have now been opened to 
women for the study of law (as since time immemorial they have been to men) women 
take as high rank as men, if not higher. There are a hundred avenues in the profession 
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outside of actual court practice in which women, provided they have the necessary 
qualifications and training, may be equally successful with men. 

To succeed in certain legal fields woman is no doubt particularly fitted and adapt- 
ed by Nature. There is many a subject which a sensitive woman would shrink from 
revealing to a lawyer of the sterner sex, and therefore, rather bears her cross in silence, 
which she would only be too glad to confide to a woman lawyer upon whose womanly 
sympathy, instincts, and comprehension she could rely. Certainly in everything that 
pertains to office advice and counsel, the preparations for trial and laying out of plans 
for conducting litigations where the interests of women or young children are involved, 
woman is especially qualified so far as natural abilities go. 

There surely can be no nobler study than that of law. Ages ago Aristotle said: 
'Jurisprudence is the principal and most perfect branch of ethics.' Blackstone calls it 'a 
science which distinguishes the criterions of right and wrong; which tends to establish 
the one and prevent, punish, or redress the other; which employs in its theory the 
noblest faculties of the soul, and exercises in its practices the cardinal virtues of the 
heart; a science which is universal in its use and extent, accommodated to each indi- 
vidual, yet comprehending the whole community.' 

At all events, women are now entitled to admission to the bar in New York as well 
as in several other states. Paragraph 56 of the Code of Civil Procedure of New York 
provides that 'Race or sex shall constitute no cause for refusing any person examina- 
tion or admission to practice.' 

The chief drawback to the study of the profession of law by women as compared 
with men is their greater lack of general educational training, a lack proportionate to 
the small number of colleges for women in comparison with those open to young men. 
While exceptional brilliant examples exist of success in almost every profession without 
ample preliminary general training, there can be no doubt that, as a rule, such training 
is necessary in law. I would not advise any young woman to undertake the study of law 
with a view of making a means of livelihood unless she has at least a thorough high 
school education; properly it should be a college education. The profession being for 
women as a novelty, many of them are tempted to think they must be adapted for it sim- 
ply because so many men are engaged in it. These young women, however, forget that 
while, as Daniel Webster said, 'There is always room in the upper story,' the upper story 
nevertheless has its limits, and of the thousands of men who undertake to practice law 
the percentage of those who actually succeed is almost insignificant. Not only does the 
practice of this profession require thorough preliminary mental training, but also the 
possession of that peculiar type of intellect known as the 'legal mind.' 

Moreover, the exactions of the profession are enormous, and unless able to bear an 
almost unlimited amount of work and possessing a constitution which can surmount 
the wear and tear of incessant mental anxiety, no man can succeed in this pursuit; how 
much less, then, a woman! While I fully believe in throwing open the avenues of every 
profession to my sex, I think it is also proper to point out to its members the danger 
of spending years and large sums of money in pursuing a mere fad. Let a young woman 
pause and well consider whether she has the educational and physical qualifications 
required for the pursuit of this exacting profession, and, over and above these, whether 
she has the peculiar mental traits which adapt her to make a success of it. . . . 

Up to 1882, 56 women had been admitted to the practice as attorneys-at-law in the 
United States. There must be at least four times this number at the present time. In 
New York City there are now probably not more than half a dozen women against 
about 5,000 men admitted to the bar — a small enough proportion to encourage other 
women to endeavor to join the ranks of their professional sisters." 
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Working Class 

Gwen Shanklin, a 16-year-old Welsh girl, works as a maid for a wealthy Philadelphia 
family that is trying hard to copy many of the manners, patterns and routines of the 
English. 



Life at Home 

• Originally from Bethesda, Wales, a region known for the 
quality of its quarries, Gwen Shanklin loves working in 
America, where there is plenty of food to eat and the 
homes are heated. 

• In Wales, her father often treated her like a servant, 
demanding that she care for him, especially after her 
mother died when she was 13 years old. 

• Finally, convinced that she was too lazy to be of any use 
to him, he sent her to London when she was 14, where 
she was employed as a servant girl to a wealthy family. 

• In London she learned the rules of a grand house and 
how to handle the needs of a large crowd. 

• Answering a newspaper advertisement, she came to 
Philadelphia a year ago to escape the dampness of 
London for the promise of America. 

• She found Philadelphia to have a pervasive brownness, 
thanks to innumerable furnaces burning the soft coal of 
Pennsylvania. 

• In this wealthy American household, being a child is 
paradise: her employer's five daughters seem to get 
whatever they ask for from their father, Mr. 
Pfannebake — from new dresses to a carriage ride. 

• Permission for the girls to travel or attend social functions 
and parties, however, is left entirely to Mrs. Pfannebake. 




Gwen Shanklin loves working in America. 
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Mr. Pfannebake loves to indulge his five daughters. 



When Gwen first took the job, she found the smells of the kitchen so incredible, she 
felt she could eat the air. 

Like most large Philadelphia homes, this house is constructed of dark red brick 
with white marble steps, and accented with white mantels and shutters on the first 
floor and green on the second. 

Even though the house is massive, comprising 24 bedrooms, she now feels com- 
fortable, as long as she sticks to a routine. 

Like many homes of wealthy Philadelphians, it is the interior quality, not the exte- 
rior appearance of the house, that is most prized. 

The house contains many beautiful objects — many made in England; a matching 
pair of china doorstops in the main living room particularly fascinates Gwen. 
One doorstop features a cat dressed as a woman holding a parasol and wearing a 
fancy hat with a red band tied under the chin and a frilly blue dress and apron; the 
second doorstop depicts a dog dressed as a man carrying a walking stick in one paw 
and wearing a tan suit with green waistcoat, watch chain and gold buttons, and 
sporting a tall hat on his head. 

Seeing them in the early morning light always gives Gwen a smile. 
The head of the household, Mr. Pfannebake, is very different from her father; when 
possible and appropriate, she watches him closely. 

He is a rich, staunch Republican, and not nearly so mean as the newspapers report. 
In addition, he is German and a mill owner, both characteristics about which she 
has been warned, yet he is kind to his daughters and does not molest the servants. 
The second daughter, Louise, who is the same age as Gwen, owns a beautiful music 
box bearing 12 musicians who dance along with the music while they stroke the 
violin, bang the drum or blow a horn. 
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Before coming to America, Given worked for a family in London. 



Gwen loves to watch the musicians dance to the music; it is so romantic! 

Each of the daughters is different: Louise is a bookworm, and her father loves to 

brag that her memory is colossal and her brains are the best in the family; he tells 

everyone that she takes after him. 

The third daughter has the style in the family; she cares about clothes, and her sashes 

and hair ribbons are always tied better and are more chic than those of her sisters. 

The youngest child goes from mother to father to sisters until she gets what she wants; 

Gwen thinks she is terribly spoiled, but says nothing, even to the other servants, some 

of whom can be terrible gossips. 



Life at Work 

• Having worked for a time in London, Gwen is 
grateful that American houses are well-heated, and 
has few regrets about leaving the cold-water disci- 
pline of the English upper classes. 

• The most difficult part of her 17-hour day is the 
morning. 

• As a maid, her workday begins at 5:30 a.m., when 
she must clean the kitchen floors and heat water. 

• By 6:30 a.m. she wakes the more senior staff and 
helps lay and relight the fires in the 12 fireplaces 
located throughout the house. 



"Household Helps and New Ideas," 
Ladies' 1 Home Journal, April 1898: 

The deep cutting in fine glass requires 
special care to keep it clean and brilliant. 
A brush is now sold for polishing and 
drying cut glass. It is made of the finest 
Russian bristles and does the work speedily 
and well. 
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The things that truly last when men and 
times have passed, they are all in 
Pennsylvania this morning! 

— Rudyard Kipling 



Afterward, she helps start the other servants' 
breakfast and deliver breakfast to the upstairs 
maid, who works in the nursery. 
At 7:30 a.m., dressed in a print dress, she goes 
upstairs with jugs of fresh water and tea trays to 
wake the five girls; at the same time, she takes 
away the chamber pots and empties the contents 
that have accumulated during the night. 
The chamber pots will be emptied and replaced 
three or four times during the day; in addition, 
some of the senior servants have their own cham- 
ber pots, but most relieve themselves at an out- 
house located 28 steps from the back kitchen. 
Currently, the only flushing water closet in the 
house is off the master's bedroom. 
The servants' breakfast is at 7:45 a.m. 
Three days a week, the woman of the house insists 
that everyone, including servants, participate in 
morning prayer services in the parlor, followed by 
the family breakfast and then cleanup. 
At noon the servants eat lunch, and at 1 p.m. 
Gwen helps to serve lunch, having changed into a 
black dress with white lace cap and white apron. 

• She makes the dresses herself and always ensures 
they are clean and well-starched. 
By 2:30 lunch ends and she often takes a nap 
before the 4:30 p.m. tea time for the household. 
Before Mrs. Pfannebake toured England, the fam- 
ily rarely observed afternoon tea; now, convinced 

that high tea is the epitome of civilization, she insists that all work cease at 4:30 

p.m. for tea. 

By 6 p.m. Gwen helps set the banquet table for dinner and helps in the kitchen until 

7 p.m., when the meal begins. 

As part of her preparation for dinner, she and one other maid must arrange the 

table linen, which is very heavy and beautifully monogrammed. 

At each plate, she carefully lays oversized table napkins that measure 30 inches 

square; afterward she helps serve or assist in the kitchen until the meal ends. 

Most nights the family dresses formally for the multicourse dinner. 

Once it is over, cleanup normally takes until 9 p.m., when she and the rest of the 

servants eat dinner before retiring at 10 p.m. 

• She is frequently delighted by the foods available 
to the servants, once the household has been 
served. 

She has dined often on a combination of chicken 
salad and fried oysters (one of Mr. Pfannebake's 
favorites), oyster croquettes, fresh shad, soft-shell 
crabs, Philadelphia ice cream, cream cheese, terra- 
pin and snapper soup. 

European wines are often served with dinner, but 
are rarely included in the servants' meals. 
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"Bacteria, the Progress of Science," 
by Bertha Geraeaux Davis, The Cosmopolitan, March 1897: 

Zoologists and botanists alike laid claim to the bacteria until compara- 
tively recent years, but the zoologists were forced to yield to their botan- 
ical brethren, and the curious little organisms popularly known as 
"microbes" are now classified, almost without question, among the sim- 
plest of the plant forms, and as near relatives of algae. The common 
form of bacteria is rod-shaped, though others are spiral, spherical and 
egg-shaped. In size they vary considerably. Some of the larger forms are 
20/25,000 of an inch in length, while one of the smallest is about 
1/50,000 of an inch. To give a rather more definite idea of the minute- 
ness of some of these organisms, imagine 1,500 placed end to end, hard- 
ly reaching across a pinhead. Extremely powerful lenses must conse- 
quently be brought to bear upon them before they will yield up the 
secret of their life history and workings; and, as the little bodies are 
almost transparent, the microscopist is obliged to stain them with some 
dye to render them anything but shadowy and indistinct. 



• Despite all the good food, she is cautious about what she eats. 

• She knows for a fact that swallowing grape seeds will cause appendicitis, which 
actually happened to a friend of hers. 

• Some foods are restricted in the house; Mrs. Pfannebake has banned all soft drinks, 
declaring them to be "common" — despite the pleas of her daughters. 




A stereoscopic view of fine dining in an affluent household. 
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Every guest is offered a piece of butterscotch candy purchased in England. 



Letter written by Lafcadio Ileum 

Philadelphia is a city very peculiar, isolated 
by custom, antique, but having a good, 
solid morality, and much peace. It has its 
own dry, drab newspapers which are not 
like any other newspapers in the world, and 
contain nothing not immediately concern- 
ing Philadelphia. Consequently, no echo 
from New York enters here — not any from 
anywhere else .... But it's the best old city 
in the whole world all the same. 



Until recently, maids had no days off; now Gwen is allowed most Sunday after- 
noons free unless guests are expected at the home. 

Her biggest breaks take place in the summer when the family takes the rail to their 
country estate a few miles outside the city. 

While the family is away, they only need 10 servants, so Gwen takes on different 
duties such as washing the walk each Saturday, polishing silver or receiving supplies 
for the kitchen. 

• At these times she is allowed to take long walks, 
since the demands of the house are fewer. 

• On one such trip, she discovered Fairmount Park, 
which looks like a 12-mile-long valley in the cen- 
ter of the city. 

• While out, she often buys shaved ice at the numer- 
ous apothecary stores and goes window-shopping 
at the many fine stores. 

• While on a recent trip, a handsome young man 
spoke to her favorably; she often thinks about that 
encounter, but has not seen him since, even though 
she often walks the same route. 

• For most of her life, Gwen has worn her hair free 
around her shoulders; upon employment she was 
instructed always to have her hair braided while at 
work. 

• Another maid, who came from Scotland, helped 
her fix her hair in braids and pin them to the back 
of her head. 
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"Risks of Modern Life," 
The Youth's Companion, February 17, 1898: 



Most of the appliances of modern civilization 
bring risks as well as advantages. The people 
who lived a hundred years ago could not travel 
so rapidly nor communicate with each other 
across great distances so conveniently as we do; 
but on the other hand, they were strangers to 
some perils which are familiar nowadays. 

Their journeys were slow and serious affairs; 
but they were in no danger of being blown up 
on a steamboat, or tumbled over a railway 
embankment, or even of being run over by a 
trolley car or a "scorching" wheelman. Their 
houses were not lighted by electricity or by gas; 
but they were not burned up by reason of badly 
insulated wires or asphyxiated in their beds. 
They knew nothing of 15-story buildings, but 
they also knew nothing of elevator accidents. 

Nevertheless, it is doubtful if more lives are 
lost by accident in travel, in proportion to the 
number of people travelling, than was the case a 
century ago. 

Hundreds of people travel by water now 
than did so then; but ocean travel has been 
made relatively more safe, as well as more swift 
and comfortable, by modern appliances. There 



are still possibilities of collision or of striking a 
reef in a fog, but it almost never happens that a 
modern, seaworthy vessel founders through 
stress of weather. One steamship company 
which has sent its steamers back and forth 
across the Atlantic for more than 50 years is 
able to boast that it has never lost the life of a 
passenger in the service. 

As to the railways, in 1896, 181 passengers 
were killed on the railways of the United States, 
and nearly 2,900 were injured. When these fig- 
ures are compared with the amount of passen- 
ger traffic, it appears that the railways carried 
nearly three million passengers for every one 
who was killed and about 180,000 passengers 
for every passenger injured. 

A famous humorist once compared the num- 
ber of people killed in railway accidents with the 
number dying in their beds, and reached the 
conclusion that it was several thousand times 
more risky to lie in bed than to travel on a rail- 
way. It was a playful exaggeration; but it is true 
that, if modern discovery and invention have 
resulted in new hazards to human life, they have 
also supplied new safeguards and preventives. 



Recently, she decided to have her hair cut short in preparation for a studio picture 
of herself. 

She loves the new look, and wants to send the picture home to show everyone that 
she is doing well. 

The madam of the house insists that the household follows English customs, and 
for that reason only hires servants from the Isles. 

Following Mrs. Pfannebake's most recent trip to Britain, the madam's friends whis- 
pered, "She is more English than the English." 

Her fascination with England does not end with work routines and observing after- 
noon tea; she also loves to serve English foods. 

It is now obligatory that every guest be offered a piece of Callard & Bowser's 
Butter-Scotch Candy out of the tin box she bought in England. 
The box features a hen and her chicks, and Gwen has taken great care never to 
mention that normally in Britain, this particular design is reserved for the nursery 
or the sickroom, nor does she snicker when the madam talks about the aristocracy 
of Philadelphia, meaning the very rich — not the titled, as in Europe. 



33 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



"Fruits as Foods and Fruits as Poisons," 
by S. T. Rorer, Ladies' 1 Home Journal, June 1898: 



Fruits Which I Allow on My Table 

It may be interesting to know that the fruits 
allowed on my table are fresh figs, dried ones 
carefully cooked, guavas canned without 
sugar, guava jelly, orange marmalade made by 
special home recipe, dates both raw and 
cooked with almonds, persimmons, bananas 
cooked, and an occasional dish of prunes with 
the skins removed, blackberries and dewber- 
ries, slightly cooked, strained and made into 
flummery. The objection to the latter [sic] 
fruit, however, is the addition of starch and 
sugar, which is prone to fermentation. All 
fruits, whether cooked or raw, should be used 
without sugar. It must be remembered that 
sugar in no way neutralizes an acid; for this an 
alkali must be used. Sugar sprinkled over an 
acid fruit masks the objectionable and severe 
acid until it slips by the "guard-keeper," the 
palate. Once in the stomach, however, it 
regains its own position and grants the same 
to the irritating acid. 



Acid Fruits Have No Food Value 

Acid fruits are used by the great majority to stim- 
ulate the appetite, that they must eat what is 
called "breakfast," miscalled, however, for really 
there is no fast to break. It is well to observe that 
the person who eats a heavy luncheon at or near 
midnight is the same who eats one or two good- 
sized oranges or a dish of strawberries to give 
him an appetite the next morning. 

Another fact of no small importance is that 
starches are digested and sugars converted only in 
an alkaline medium. What, then, becomes of the 
bowl of cereals taken immediately after these acid 
fruits for breakfast, taking no account of the 
sugar that is usually sprinkled over it? The intes- 
tinal tract must sooner or later become irritated 
by these fermenting foods. The blood loses its 
alkalinity, and a train of diseases, already only too 
well-established in the system, follows such a diet. 

Fruits and bread and butter are very common 
mixtures for those who have at the end of the day 
a supper. One can see at a glance that such com- 
binations are not wise. 



Coffee comes to the house in large straw and canvas sacks, one sack of mocha, the 
other of Java, a blend being made according to quarter measure, after which the 
beans are parched in the kitchen, one panful at a time. 

The beans are then ground in a hand coffee mill, a day's supply at a grinding. 
Recently, a merchant brought around a mandarin orange, which he called "the kid 
glove orange" because it could be peeled without removing one's gloves. 
Last Christmas, the fruiterer who supplies the house year 'round sent a handsome 
basket of fruit as a gift, including oranges, both red and yellow apples, bananas, 
assorted nuts and Malaga grapes. 

The whole basket was dripping with gold and silver tinsel, and tucked in the cor- 
ners were firecrackers, a box of candy and balloons for the children. 
On Christmas Day, Gwen received a gift of cloth for a new dress from the family, and 
then joined the entire staff for an afternoon of singing Christmas carols in the parlor. 
Currently, the household is buzzing about a new invention that could protect them 
from illness; Mr. Pfannebake purchased a Ralston new-process water-still that steriliz- 
es water with heat to destroy the bacteria, then re-aerates the water with sterilized air. 
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Everyone in the house feels safer from invading 
microbes now, though the fear of yellow fever and other 
diseases always lingers in Philadelphia; this is one of the 
reasons the family maintains its own garden, especially 
for the cultivation of healthful vegetables. 
Work in the massive garden is often done by three men 
and a mule; the tools used include small steel plows, 
hand tools and a horse-driven Zephanian Breed 
Weeder, which has proven invaluable in improving crop 
production. 

Recently, most of the staff was allowed to stop work for 
the afternoon to watch a balloon ascension. 
Gwen joined the five sisters on the third-floor bal- 
cony, where they could see the balloon being inflated 
with gas, then witness a man climb into a large, 
woven basket. 

As the ropes were untied, he waved his hands wildly to 
the crowd and slowly floated upward into the air and 
out of sight. 

The other joy of city life is the ice cream cart; several 
times a week the ice cream vendors peddle ice cream 
blocks in push carts. 

Ringing a large dinner bell, they wend their way down 
the streets selling vanilla, chocolate, pineapple and 
lemon, each wrapped in wax paper; the price is $0.05. 
Gwen looks forward to a lemon ice cream break, espe- 
cially in the afternoons. 
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WATER-DRINKING. 

fHEN it is considered that the 
body is made up very largely of 
water it can readily be under- 
stood how important to health 
is a constant supply of this fluid. 
Many people have a notion that 
the drinking of water In any 
amount beyond that actually 
necessary to quench thirst is 
injurious, and acting on this 
belief they endeavor to drink 
as Uttle as possible. The notion, however, is 
wide of the truth. Drinking freely of pure water 
(s a most efficacious means not only of pre serving 
health, but often of restoring it when failing. 

All the tissues of the body need water, and 
water in abundance Is necessary also tor the 
proper performance of every vita) function. 
Cleanliness of the tissues within the Body Is as 
necessary to health and comfort as cleanliness of 
the skin, and water tends to insure the one as 
truly as it does the other It dissolves the waste 
material, which would otherwise collect In the 
body, and removes It In the various excretions. 

These waste materials are often aetual poisons, 
and many a headache, many rheumatic pains and 
aches, many sleepless nights and listless days, 
and many attacks of the "blues" are due solely 
to the circulation in the blood or deposit in the 
tissues of these waste materials, which cannot he 
got rid of because of an insufficient supply of 
water 

Water Is accused of making fat, and people 
with a tendency to corpulence avoid It for that 
reason. But this is not strictly true It does 
undoubtedly often Increase the weight, but it 
does so because It improves the digestion and 
therefore more of the food eaten is utilized 
and turned into fat and flesh. But excessive fat, 
what we call corpulence, Is uot a sign of health 
but of faulty digestion and assimilation, and 
systematic water-drinking Is often employed as a 
means of reducing the superfluous fat—which It 
sometimes does with astonishing rapidity. 

It is impossible to recount in a few words all 
the benefits which may result from the taking of 
pure water In sufficient quantity, but the discus- 
sion of this subject will be resumed In a future 
number of the Companion. 



Life in the Community: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

• The city's principal boulevards are wide; Broad Street, espe- 
cially its northern portion, is wider than the great boulevards 
of Paris or the Ringstrassen of Central Europe. 

• Philadelphia has about 1.3 million residents, making it the third- 
largest American city and one of the 10 largest cities in the world. 

• In all, it encompasses 130 square miles — more than London — 
thanks to the Consolidation Act of 1854. 

• Because so much property was included in the city limits under 
this Act, people still go fox hunting within the city's municipal 
boundaries. 

• Although Philadelphia has experienced significant growth during 
the past decade, the percentage of foreign-born residents at 23 per- 
cent is lower than New York's 38 percent and Boston's 35 percent. 

• Currently, the Jewish population, many who are immigrants 
from Russia and Rumania, is growing rapidly. 

• Unlike New York, whose streets appear to be constantly in 
motion, Philadelphia is slower-moving, without the fierce 
rhythms of other American cities. 

• Philadelphia has few landmarks that it can boast are recogniz- 
able to people who are not from the city, and even fewer 
renowned vistas. 

• The solitary exception is City Hall, with an enormous statue of 
William Penn topping its tower. 

• There, 547 feet above the street, visitors can obtain a view of 
the city, and even use a Kodak camera to capture the scene. 

• Some consider the statue, constructed by Alexander Milne 
Calder in 1894, a Philadelphian Statue of Liberty. 

• Real-estate prices are reasonable, compared with other urban 
areas; a middle-class house containing seven rooms can be rent- 
ed for $15 a month. 

• Between 1886 and 1893, 50,000 houses were built in west and 
northern Philadelphia, most of them financed by the 450 neigh- 
borhood savings and loan associations. 

• Currently, more people own their houses in Philadelphia than 
in any other city in the world. 

The city also enjoys a sense of spaciousness; typically, 100 houses in Philadelphia 
accommodate an average of 550 people, while in New York, the same number of 
homes harbor 1,650 inhabitants, according to census figures. 

Philadelphia is known for its shops and local wares: Dexter's for cakes, 
Margerum's for beef, Fluke's for dainties, Dreka's for stationery, Sautter's for ice 
cream, Jones's for oysters and Leary's for books. 

Leary's, owned by Mayor Edwin S. Stuart, is considered one of the finest book- 
shops in the United States. 

A cherished tradition of the city, especially among the more elite families, is for the men 
to be involved in cooking special dishes; wealthy businessmen are often seen at the 
market selecting meat, and many take great pride in their ability to make mayonnaise. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1898-1899 



The first shots of the Spanish-American War were fired 
The Louisiana "grandfather clause" restricted most blacks from voting 
The Union Carbide Company was founded 

Motorcar production reached 1,000 vehicles per year in 1898; production topped 
2,500 in 1899 

Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company was founded 

The New York Times dropped its price from $0.03 daily to $0.01; as a result, cir- 
culation tripled 

Pepsi-Cola was introduced by pharmacist Caleb D. "Doc" Bradham in New Bern, 
North Carolina 
Uneeda Biscuits was created 

J. P. Stevens & Company was founded in New York 

Shiga Kiyoshi, a Japanese bacteriologist, discovered the Shigella bacillus, responsi- 
ble for dysentery and named after him 
Trolley cars replaced horse cars in Boston 
Wesson Oil was developed 

The United Mine Workers of America was founded 
The first concrete grain elevator was erected near Minneapolis 
A very destructive insect, the boll weevil, began spreading across cotton-growing 
Southern states 
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1899 News Feature 



"A Soldier's Wife in the Philippines," by Eda Blankart Funston, 
Cosmopolitan, May 1900: 

Never shall I forget my first glimpse of Manila. General Miller and staff, the 1st 
Battalion of 20th Kansas Infantry, a detachment of California Heavy Artillery and 
14 ladies had arrived in Manila Bay on the Newport on the evening of December 5, 
1898. All but two of the ladies had come to meet their husbands. Three of us were 
brides who had been speculating deeply as to which one would see her husband 
first. Need I tell how happy I was, and how victorious, when my husband proved 
to be the first one on board? After having paid his respects to General Miller, my 
husband declared himself ready to move, and we went at once by rowboat to the 
Indiana. In consequence of lack of quarters, the two battalions of the 20th Kansas 
which had come on the Indiana had been obliged to stay on board ship. Naturally, 
the officers had to remain. In addition, my husband had been unable to secure a 
house, for good houses had become scarce by that time. 

Thus it was that I got the first glimpse of Manila early on the morning after my 
arrival in the bay. The bright tin and tile roofs, so almost entirely prevalent in Manila, 
surmounted now and then by a church dome or tower, reflected the rays of the sun, 
which even at that early hour blazed unmercifully. The bright, rich green of the trees 
and foliage seemed in remarkable contrast with this baking heat, for the sun was 
apparently hot enough to dry up the very waters of the bay. In spite of the heat, I was 
most anxious to get a closer view of this remarkable city, of which we had all heard 
and read so much within the last six or seven months; so when the next launch came 
alongside, Major and Mrs. Whitman, my husband and I, boarded it and were soon 
approaching the Pasig. 

Our little launch puffed its way up the river among the most varied and remark- 
able craft, from cascoes 50 to 75 feet long to little canopy-topped dugouts six to 
eight feet long. These boats and both banks of the river seemed literally alive with 
men, women and children in all stages of dress and undress. After pursuing our way 
about a quarter of a mile up the river, we arrived at the landing. I was surprised to 
see the fine stone quay and splendidly paved street, and was intensely interested in 
and amused at the remarkable kinds of vehicles. Large, small, open and closed, one- 
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seater, more-seated, and from brand-new down to the most dilapidated imaginable. 
But the horses attached to these remarkable equipages were more remarkable still — 
little more than dogs, and so thin and sore that I hated the idea of riding behind 
them. Perhaps you have seen pictures of the typical Manila equipages. In case you 
have not, let me attempt to describe the one in which we drove that day. It was 
square, much like a gurney cab, but very light. It was higher than a gurney, was 
open and had but two wheels. Such a time we had getting seated for our trip to 
town! We drove through a number of narrow, dirty streets, over a bridge, and 
through another street before we reached the Escolta — a narrow street with a sin- 
gle car-track down the middle and just space enough on each side for a carriage. 
The sidewalks in some places were wide enough for two persons to walk side-by- 
side very comfortably, and in others barely wide enough for one. Some of the build- 
ings, though not masterpieces of architecture, were by no means bad, and, as we 
soon discovered, there were at least a dozen stores in the place, where after talking 
for an hour you could manage to get many desired articles. 

We hunted up a house-agent, an enterprising American, and late arrival, and after 
an hour's driving discovered a very good house. It was the district called Ermita. From 
a corner window we looked over the Lunetta toward the bay, the most beautiful view 
imaginable. We were altogether delighted with our discovery and good fortune, in spite 
of the fact that we should be obliged to wait at least a week before we could occupy 
the house. We returned to the ship that evening more than pleased with our day's 
doings, and counting the hours until we could take possession of our home, for the 
Whitmans and the Funstons were to occupy the house together. The next three days 




39 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



were spent aboard ship. Shall I ever forget those days? I cannot imagine anything 
warmer, and we suffered accordingly. By Sunday, Major Whitman and my husband 
devised a scheme by which we could go ashore, even though our house was not ready 
for us. Regimental headquarters were in the Second Battalion barracks, where my hus- 
band had an office. This was quite a large room, and here we put up two cot-beds, 
which Mrs. Whitman and I occupied, while our husbands bunked with two of the offi- 
cers. The three days we spent there were dreary enough. Major Whitman and Colonel 
Funston were extremely busy and left their wives to take care of themselves. We did 
not go out on the streets alone (though at that time it was safe to do so), and we 
thought, as we really had no right in the building, it would be wrong toward the men, 
embarrassing, to say the least, to have us about, so we stayed in our room — prisoners. 
But we could look out of the windows, the view from which almost repaid us for our 
imprisonment. The barracks were on Calle Analoague and in the Binondo District — 
one of the worst — thickly populated with Chinese. Calle Analoague was a very busy 
street, so that from morning until night it was most interesting to watch the number- 
less passersby. The men of the better classes appeared with their spotless white suits 
and patent-leather boots, and those of the lower classes with trousers of "any old 
kind" rolled up to the knees or above, and an ordinary undershirt which was always 
worn outside the trousers. The women were there with their odd and rather pictur- 
esque costume, consisting of a bright-colored skirt which just escaped the ground in 
front and in the back was made en train in the oddest imaginable shape about a yard 
or more in length. The train very much resembles the bowl of a spoon in shape, 
though, of course, it is flat. Over the skirt is worn a garment which looks like an apron. 
This for ordinary use is almost always made of a black material closely resembling our 
cashmere. For dress occasions, the tapis, as it is called, is made of a fine lacy material 
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called husi, and richly embroidered about the edges. The waist, or pina, is always loose 
and low-necked, showing the shoulders, and the large loose sleeves, very like those of 
a Japanese kimono except that they are gathered in at the armholes, are very much 
starched and stand out, leaving the arm bare. The ordinary children sometimes wear 
clothes and sometimes nature is entirely unadorned. When they do dress, their clothes 
are exactly like those of the grown-up people, the effect being most picturesque. 

Finally, after three days of this imprisonment, we moved to our home on Calle San 
Luis, and now the fun of furnishing began. I shall never forget our first experience in shop- 
ping. We started out quite early in a hired victoria (worth $0.20 an hour) — not without a 
little trepidation, it must be confessed, for furniture-shops were conducted by the Chinese, 
and the streets in which they were situated were anything but inviting, being hot, dirty and 
full of odors. Our desire was to keep as far away from the crowd as possible, but at that 
time, there were so few American women in Manila that we were quite a curiosity. When 
we entered one of the tiny shops almost on the street, we were followed by 15 or 20 
wretched specimens of humanity and stared at until it became distressing. Our purchases 
were all made as soon as possible, and when finally we got away and out into the more 
open part of the city, we marveled that we had escaped without trouble, for some of the 
men had been most surly. A few days after this, word came from headquarters that the 
officers were too far away from the regiment and must move into town. It was fully a week 
before a suitable house could be found in the required locality, and in the meantime, the 
men of the household were obliged to sleep at the barracks, coming home only to lunch 
and dinner. This arrangement, however, did not last very long, for we soon found a house 
quite close to the barracks — three blocks below and on the same street. The house being 
altogether too large for the four of us, we asked Major Metcalf, Mr. Walker, the adjutant, 
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and Mr. Hull, the quartermaster, to occupy it with us, which they were only too glad to 
do, and we made a very merry, happy family. 

This was in the latter part of December 1898, and from the time that we got fairly 
settled in our new quarters until the outbreak on the night of February 4, our experi- 
ence was a very pleasant and agreeable one. Though the insurgents had forgotten to 
smile upon us and were getting more surly and sullen in their demeanor toward us 
every day, we continued to have the best of good times. The navy did all in its power 
to make things agreeable for us, and hardly a week passed without some pleasant 
entertainment being prepared on one or another of the warships. 

Driving was our chief recreation. Many a pleasant trip we had behind our dear lit- 
tle white ponies; in fact, I don't know how we could have done without them. The heat 
between the hours of nine in the morning and four in the afternoon is so intense that 
one cannot do anything but lounge in the most negligee of garments, but by five it 
grows cooler, and then the whole city turns out on the Lunetta. The Lunetta, by the 
way, is a large plaza, elliptical in shape, about 600 feet in length and situated in the 
western part of Manila on the bay, just outside the walled city. In the middle of this 
pleasant expanse is the bandstand, and around it a broad driveway which on the side 
nearest the bay extends along the beach to the Pasig. Every evening one or another of 
the regimental bands gave a concert here, which began at six and lasted an hour, and 
here every evening were to be seen the elite of Manila city, taking their daily airing. We 
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Americans soon fell into their ways, for not only did we find it necessary to benefit by 
the fresh ocean breezes, but we were attracted by the superb sunsets which were an 
everyday occurrence. Thus, the time was most delightfully spent, in spite of heat and 
discomforts, until that historic night of the 4th of February. 

After a pleasant evening spent quietly in reading, my husband and I had just retired, 
when we were startled by a banging at the door. At the same time we heard the boom 
of cannon, and Major Metcalf shouted through the door, "Colonel, Colonel, the ball 
has begun!" Both my husband and I were on our feet in an instant, and in a few 
moments he was gone. 

Then, gathering up the few valuables I had brought with me, I packed them with 
my toilet articles in a "telescope" which for some weeks past I had kept prepared — for 
we had been expecting an outbreak. By this time the soldiers who had been sent to take 
us to the barracks had arrived, and after having given our two Chinamen all necessary 
instructions we left the house. The night was quiet, save for the distant crackling of 
rifles and the heavy boom of the "Monadnock's" big guns. Halfway to the barracks we 
were met by the 2nd Battalion on its way to the front. With what mingled feelings of 
hope and fear we watched them as quickly they marched past us! Arrived at the bar- 
racks, we were shown into a little room belonging to three noncommissioned officers. 
Here we were told to make ourselves comfortable. 

Of course, sleep for us was out of the question. The hours dragged on with only 
now and then an interruption by some noisy little cochero forced to give up his carro- 
mato, or an unusually loud report of the navy's guns. The next morning matters were 
a little more interesting. Men began to come in from the line with such long and inter- 
esting tales to tell. With what eagerness we drank in the news as each man came in dur- 
ing the day! By this time we had been joined by the other Kansas ladies, making our 
party five in all, and this made our room more crowded than ever, for we were natu- 
rally obliged to bring in more beds. This did not last long, for two of the ladies soon 
left us. In spite of our anxiety, we managed to make things a little lively. Mrs. 
Haussermann had her piano put into what we used as a parlor and sitting room. I had 
my violin, and together we managed to while away many a weary hour. 

On the morning of the 7th, an orderly came in from the lines. I rushed to meet him, 
anxious for news, and received a note from my husband asking me to come to see him 
that day. 

By the time the orderly had attended to his numerous errands, I was ready for the 
start. A little quelis awaited me in the court. One soldier acted as cochero, another rode 
on horseback in front of us, while another rode in back. Each carried his rifle. Just as 
we were starting, one of the ladies gave me a small pistol. 

Our trip was a most interesting one, for we passed the ground which our regiment 
and the artillery had so bravely fought over. Ever and anon, my escort would point out 
a particular place where the fighting had been the hottest, or where the limbs of trees 
had been literally torn off by the cannon of the Utah Artillery. On either side of the 
road were houses fairly riddled with bullets. At length we arrived at the camp, where 
the officers were most kind and did everything to make me comfortable until my hus- 
band's return, which they assured me would be soon. Just then we heard a shot, and 
then another, and soon the bullets were falling about us. In the shortest time imagina- 
ble I was hurried off behind a large embankment, and there I stayed, with my pistol 
clasped tightly in my hand and feeling like a fool. The shooting lasted but a few min- 
utes, and soon my husband put in an appearance. Then we learned that it was at him 
and his party that the insurgents had been firing. Almost the first thing he did, after 
greetings had been exchanged, was to beg of me to put my pistol away. Having safely 
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deposited it in a carromato near at hand, we started off toward brigade headquarters, 
where after a few minutes' walk I was introduced to Brigadier-General Otis and his 
staff. After a few minutes' chat, we retraced our steps and called on the officers of the 
3rd Artillery, among whom I had several friends. From this camp, which was situated 
on a slight eminence, we had an excellent view of the enemy, of course with the aid of 
field glasses. I now thought it about time for me to return to the barracks, and imme- 
diately upon reaching our camp set off. I afterward learned that I had not been gone 
more than half an hour when one of the fiercest battles was fought. 
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1900-1909 

The first decade of the twentieth century was not only marked by dramatic inno- 
vation, but also by the changing economic roles of women, especially the work- 
ing class. The crush of immigration resulted in entire families — women and 
children included — taking jobs as seamstresses, factory workers or peddlers in 
a desperate search for the elusive American dream. Although a majority of 
Americans still lived in rural areas and maintained farms, America's men and 
women were gaining a sense of the country's potential on the world stage. After 
decades of living in the shadow of Europe, Americans saw themselves as the 
progenitors of the future, whether the topic was the fastest automobile, the per- 
fect soft drink or the latest fashion. 

At the same time, the number of inventions and changes spawned by the 
power of electricity was nothing short of revolutionary. Factories converted to the 
new energy force, staying open longer and employing entire families, including 
children as young as 10. A bottle-making machine patented in 1903 virtually 
eliminated the hand-blowing of glass bottles; another innovation mechanized the 
production of window glass. A rotating kiln manufactured in 1899 supplied large 
quantities of cheap, standardized cement, just in time for a nation ready to leave 
behind the bicycle fad and fall madly in love with the automobile. Thanks to this 
spirit of innovation and experimentation, the United States led the world in pro- 
ductivity, exceeding the vast empires of France and Britain combined. 

In the eyes of the world, America was the land of opportunity. Millions of 
immigrants flooded to the United States, often finding work in the new factories 
of the New World — many managed by the men who came two generations 
before from countries like England or Germany or Wales. When Theodore 
Roosevelt proudly proclaimed in 1902, "The typical American is accumulat- 
ing money more rapidly than any other man on earth," he described accurate- 
ly both the joy of newcomers and the prosperity of the emerging middle class. 
Elevated by their education, profession, inventiveness, or capital, the manage- 
rial class found numerous opportunities to flourish in the rapidly changing 
world of a new economy. 

At the beginning of the century, the 1900 U.S. population, comprising 45 
states, stood at 76 million, an increase of 21 percent since 1890; 10.6 million 
residents were foreign-born and more were coming every day. The number of 
immigrants in the first decade of the twentieth century was double the number 
for the previous decade, exceeding one million annually in four of the 10 years, 
the highest level in U.S. history. Business and industry were convinced that 
unrestricted immigration was the fuel that drove the growth of American indus- 
try. Labor was equally certain that the influx of foreigners continually under- 
mined the economic status of native workers and kept wages low. 

The change in productivity and consumerism came with a price: the charac- 
ter of American life. Manufacturing plants drew people from the country into the 
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cities. The traditional farm patterns were disrupted by the lure of urban life. 
Ministers complained that lifelong churchgoers who moved to the city often 
found less time and fewer social pressures to attend worship regularly. Between 
1900 and 1920, urban population increased by 80 percent compared to just 
over 12 percent for rural areas. During the same time, the non-farming work 
force went from 783,000 to 2.2 million. Unlike farmers, these workers drew a 
regular paycheck, and spent it. 

With this movement of people, technology, and ideas, nationalism took on a 
new meaning in America. Railroad expansion in the middle of the nineteenth 
century had made it possible to move goods quickly and efficiently throughout 
the country. As a result, commerce, which had been based largely on local pro- 
duction of goods for local consumption, found new markets. Ambitious mer- 
chants expanded their businesses by appealing to broader markets. 

In 1900, America claimed 58 businesses with more than one retail outlet 
called "chain stores"; by 1910, that number had more than tripled, and by 
1920, the total had risen to 808. The number of clothing chains alone rose from 
seven to 125 during the period. Department stores such as R. H. Macy in New 
York and Marshall Field in Chicago offered vast arrays of merchandise along 
with free services and the opportunity to "shop" without purchasing. Ready- 
made clothing drove down prices, but also promoted fashion booms that reduced 
the class distinctions of dress. In rural America the mail order catalogs of Sears, 
Roebuck and Company reached deep into the pocket of the common man and 
made dreaming and consuming more feasible. 

All was not well, however. A brew of labor struggles, political unrest, and 
tragic factory accidents demonstrated the excesses of industrial capitalism so 
worshipped in the Gilded Age. The labor-reform movements of the 1880s and 
1890s culminated in the newly formed American Federation of Labor as the 
chief labor advocate. By 1904, 18 years after it was founded, the AFL claimed 
1.676 million of 2.07 million total union members nationwide. The reforms of 
the labor movement called for an eight-hour workday, child-labor regulation, 
and cooperatives of owners and workers. The progressive bent of the times 
also focused attention on factory safety, tainted food and drugs, political cor- 
ruption, and unchecked economic monopolies. At the same time, progress was 
not being made by all. For black Americans, many of the gains of reconstruc- 
tion were being wiped away by regressive Jim Crow laws, particularly in the 
South. Cherished voting privileges were being systematically taken away. 
When President Roosevelt asked renowned black educator Booker T Washington 
to dine at the White House, the invitation sparked deadly riots. Although less 
visible, the systematic repression of the Chinese was well under way on the 
West Coast. 
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1902 Family Profile 

Mary Kennealy, a single Irish woman, works as a clerk in a downtown department store in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Like many young working women, she is a boarder in a home that 
consists of a man and his wife and their three children, two girls and a boy. They rent a five- 
room furnished home. The man is a loom fixer and one of his children is also employed. 

Annual Woman's Income: $364.00 



Annual Budget 

Clothing $55.00 

Food $78.00 

Miscellaneous $23.00 

Room and Board $208.00 

Total $364.00 

Life at Home 

• Mary makes approximately $7.00 per week, 
depending upon sales commissions and the time of 
the year. Her room and board is approximately 
$16.00 a month, or $4.00 a week, more than half 
of her regular pay. She eats most of her meals with 
the family with whom she lives, who may be rela- 
tives, reducing her food costs. 

• The family of seven, plus boarder, lives in a five- 
room house that has no bathroom. According to 
the survey, the house is well-furnished. The family 
can also boast some savings. The head of the 
household makes $12.37 per week. 

• This woman shares a bedroom with one of the 
family's children. 




Mary works in a Boston, Massachusetts department store. 
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"The Irish American Family Album." Encouraged by his brother Frank, who had 
immigrated to New York City, Paul O'Dwyer decided to leave his home in 

County Mayo, Ireland: 



"There was a custom, which must have grown up 
in the famine of 1848, that was known as the 
'American Wake.' It occurred on the eve of an 
Irish emigrant's departure for the United States. In 
those days most emigrants never returned, hence 
the term 'wake.' My relatives and neighbors gath- 
ered in the house, stood around, and encouraged 
me. They said such things as, 'Well, you're going 
to be with your brothers, so it will be just like 
home.' I knew that was not true, but I smiled just 
the same. The older people were saddened, and 
I had mixed emotions. I feared going to America, 
but I knew there was nothing for me in Mayo. 
The neighbors left about midnight. Each one 



pressed a coin into my hand. The sum came to 
$7.00 in all, a tremendous amount for the poor of 
our parish to part with. My mother had pur- 
chased a new suit for me, tightly fitted and in 
keeping with the latest Irish style. It was a blue 
serge suit and the bottom of the jacket barely 
came to my hips. The next morning my mother 
and sisters accompanied me on the trip to the rail- 
road station by pony and trap (cart). There were 
periods of silence when we faltered in making the 
best of it. At the station my sisters cried, and my 
mother didn't. It wasn't manly to cry, so I didn't 
either until the train left the station. Then I did. 
I felt bereft and terrified." 



The house has no electricity, no running water, and no indoor toilet facilities. 
Mary is unmarried and is probably a first-generation Irish immigrant. 



The Family Finances 

Annual income for the family with whom Mary stays is $1,071. This family of seven 
is a second-generation Irish family. The father earns $612.00 a year, or $12.37 a week. 
His 16-year-old son earns $258.00 annually. The woman, as a boarder, pays the family 
$195.00 a year, which includes meals. The family is composed of three adults, three 
children under the age of 14, and one child over the age of 16. The father is employed 
as a loom fixer in a textile mill. 



Annual Family Budget 

Amusements and Travel $20.00 

Clothing $115.00 

Education $15.00 

Fuel and Light $57.00 

Furniture $20.00 

Groceries $286.00 

Insurance $9.00 

Meat, Fish, and Ice $182.00 

Milk $44.00 

Newspaper $12.00 

Personal Expenditures $52.00 
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Horlick's Malted Milk is composed of pure, full-cream milk, pasteurized, 
combined with the extracts of malted wheat and barley, forming a palatable, 
highly nutritious food, partially predigested and easily assimilated. 

Excellent for Infants, Invalids, the Aged and Travelers. Preferable to 
tea, coffee or cocoa as a table drink, 

Horlick's Malted Milk is a complete food in itself, hence the danger <A 
using impure cow's milk is overcome, since our product requires no addition 
of milk. 

Prepared without cooking, by simply dissolving the powder in water. 

Malted Milk tablets dissolve readily in the mouth. 

Samples sent, prepaid, upon request. Sold by all druggists. 

HORLICK'S FOOD CO., Dept. G 
foreign depot s Manufacturers of Pure Malted Foods 

&4 i?arringdo>.« road, LONDON, e. C. RACINE, WISCONSIN, U. S. A. 



49 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



.DIAMOND HAND-BOOK SERIES No. 3 



10 CENTS 




Religion and Charity $18.00 

Sickness and Funeral $30.00 

Societies and Unions $15.00 

Total $875.00 



Life at Work: Retail 

• Mary works as a department store clerk. 

• She starts work at 8 a.m. Business starts to build at 
1 1 a.m. and she works until 6:30 p.m.; she is allowed 
30 minutes for supper during her 10-hour day. 

• Sitting while at work or "unnecessary conversa- 
tions" can lead to dismissal. 

• In some stores, sales clerks earning $7.00 per week 
are routinely fined $0.30 for 10 minutes' tardiness. 

• Typically, department store employment pays 
$2.00 a week during the two-week Christmas 
rush, plus five percent commission. The woman is 
often asked to work 12 to 16 hours a day during 
the holiday season. 

• Supper costs $0.15. She reports, "We were fed in 
droves and hurried away before the last mouthful 

was swallowed. The meal oyster stew, which was left over from the previous day, 

consisting of hot milk and three oysters." 

Generally, room and board provided to working women under the age of 30 years 

costs $2.50 a week, if they are willing to occupy a single bed in a dormitory. 

The dorms accommodate 10 to 15 women each, most of whom are saleswomen. 

Our family's tenant once lived in a boarding house and prefers living with a family. 

From the beginning of department stores, female clerks dominate the sales force, 

but not management; some stores boast 80 percent female clerks at the turn of the 

century. 

One manager reports, "I've been a manager for 13 years, and we never had but 

four dishonest girls, and we've had to discharge over 40 boys in the same time. 



"The Irish American Family Album," 
by Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler: 



Michael Donohue, the son of immigrant parents 
who settled in New York around 1905, 
describes how he decided to take a civil service 
test for city employment: "I wanted to be an 
artist, but I didn't feel that it was in the cards 
right then. It was too insecure for someone from 
my background. I was concerned about finding 



a gainful occupation. The only great desire I 
had was to become a civil servant and I zeroed 
in on that. It was the only idea I got encourage- 
ment for. And essentially, for the typical 
Irishman, it required very little in the way of 
education." (Donohue passed the civil service 
test for a fireman's job.) 
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WATCH, DIAMOND and JEWELRY DEPARTMENT. 



WE CALL SPECIAL ATTENTION *° *™ mr r *™pi*t« iin*. at 

FTC UJIL L argltlHL ftMCnilUil w*to1Wi*Btem«(i*aJMuatf Jewelry, 
gnodi that will appeal to tnu mint reflnad taste. There is perhaps no 
other merchandise in which so much reliance must be placed upon the 
dealer. Confidence must ho had when buying watches and jewelry, and to 
Inspire that degree of confidence in us we guarantee every item as rcprc- 
tented or w« will cheerfully refund your niuiicv. 

IN WITfiHFQ PCDFftlAI I V Xvo acknowlerfgre no compcHHim, Out 
in nmwntJ HrtyiHLH watflH department J* the largest and 
in. out complete In Che world, and oar priced by reason of our purchasing 
power are t hu lo west of any* quail ty considered. 

SPARS RflERlfGlT A fill 'R Special Watch Movements are the perfec- 
JCHflQ l nUCPUUrt « UV. O th , n of mec hanicut skill, made especially. 
for Lay after our own original design and in such largo quantities that we got 
them at a price which enables us to sell them to you at what other dealers 
very often ask for cheap and unreliable watches, 

WE WANT YOUR ORDERS FOR EVERYTHING IN 
THE WATCH, DIAMOND AND JEWELRY LINE, 



With every gold filled, (diver 
or solid gold watch we give 
a oertlhcate of guarantee. 
With gold filled watches the 
certificate guarantees the case u> wear and keep Its color for two, live, twenty 



OUR GUARANTEE j 



or. twenty -Ave years, and the movement to be an accurate timekeeper for five 
years. This guarantee is given In addition to the guaranty which is fitted 
In the back of the watch rase. As to the value of our guaranty h we will refer 



TERMS 



guarantee is given in addition to the guaranty which is fitted 

f the watch case. As to the value of our guarantv, we will refe 

you to the first page of this book under the head of OCR RELIABILITY. 

Our only t^rniK am ra*Nh wlfh th urii^r. While In 
tbe Intercuts of economical business methods wo 
require tin 1 foil amount of canh vrilh the order, 

as explained in the Introductory pages of this 
catalogue, wo Aland ready to immediately refund the money Including 
transportation charges for anything that does not prove entirely satisfactory 
and fully as represented. Yon run no risk whatever In sending cash with 
your order* 

In Watches and Jewelry we buy 
EVEBTTHIfQ direct from the 
manufacturers In largo quantities 

for spot cash. As we sell for cash, 
having no bad debts, we are satisfied to ««U at prices which the retailer 
pays* and, on a largu per cent of goods, for much less money. 



OUR PRICES 



I; MAIL SHIPMENTS"^ 



We recommend sending; 
Jewelrj, Watch ph, eto. + ljy 
jmillI, art it in perfectly safe 
and far the cheapest. Post- 
age Is 1 cent per ounce. A watch packed for shipment weighs from t to S 
ounces: chains, rings and other small articles of Jewelry aliout "2 ounces. 
Packages amounting to $l-ftf> or over should he registered, which costs fl cents 
extra. We guarantee the safe delivery of all registered mail packages. 
Be sure to send enough for postage* and if any balance remains we will 
return It to you. 



ENGRAVING 



We charge for engraving In script on 
jewelry, watch en, ut-o., 2*4 cents per 
letter; in old English, small. 5 cents per 
letter; small script monograms on Jew- 



elry, etc., froui'2T> to "."j cents. Jn writing orders when goods are to be en 
graved, write or draw plain letters, so us to avoid mistakes. We cannot ei 
change goods after they have been engraved. 



It sometimes 
happens that 
wo are out of 
the exact en- 
graving on 
watch case or- 
dered, but we aim to carry exact designs. When the exact en graving cannot 
':■■■■ i;;t.' i. we always hav*- & very similar one, which we will take the liberty of 
sending rather than delay your order. It being understood, yen «nn re. 
■ -.1y"* ' = 



'♦REGARDING ENGRAVINGS* 
j ON WATCH CASES j 



turn same if not, perfectly satlsllcd 



t WATCH REPAIRING ♦ 



We have a thoroughly 
equipped mechanics] tie- 
pjirt merit, which in fitted 
with all or the hi tost tools 
and appliances for the repai rl n g of al I k I n ds of w atches. We have a large force 
of thoroughly skilled watchmakers under the supervigiori of a very compe- 
tent foreman, and any watch sent lo us for repairs will receive very care- 
ful and prompt attentloo. We do not solicit for watch repair work, but are 
willing to accommodate our customers who wish to have worti done In a thor- 
oughly first class manner. Our charges are about one-half what is usually 
charged by tbe retail dealers, but the work will lie done in a very sui>erior 
manner. We cannot give an accurate estimate of the cost of repairs without 
a thorough examination. Our charges are merely enough to cover cost of 
manufacture and labor. None hut a thoroughly competent watchmaker 
should over take a watch to pieces, for the chances are that he will ruin it. 



YOU CAN MAKE MONEY SELLING WATCHES, ETC. 

For when you can buy them for the same, or lees money then the retell dealer who sells en from 30 to too per cent profit 

and has large expenses In the way Of rent, clerk hire, fuel, light, etc, you can readily see that you 

could undersell him and still make a handsome profit for yourself. 
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r ONLY A SHOP GIRL 



CO* 
SUCI 



hlMMIII HIIHMUMIHIIM 




\MUMM QHIYAIOWMRI ' Eg.-AHHnHFSTSlflPrilRI AS FARABtWF A ftSHOHMIFlDIFRteHEAVni ISABDWT E^ 



Boys smoke and lose at cards, and do a hundred things that women don't and they 
get worse instead of better. I go in for women. " 

• Other stores like women because of their sales skills, their ability to be "a queen 
behind her throne," and others simply liked the fact that women are willing to 
work cheaper. 

• Of the 153 families in this survey, 32 show women working. Their income contri- 
butions equal five percent of the family total. 

• Women typically leave the work force after marriage; 85 percent of all working 
women are unmarried. 

• In Massachusetts at this time, only six percent of all saleswomen are married 
although approximately one-third are living independently of their parents, similar 
to Mary Kennealy. 



Labor Department Testimony before 
a Congressional Commission, 1901: 



"The front doorbell and the bay window have 
become boons to the social condition of the ten- 
ement dweller. The early tenements never had 
private entrances. When the individual began to 
build his own house, he had a doorbell and a 



private entrance, even though a family lived on 
the floor above him. He also has a bay window 
on his house, and everything also has to be in 
keeping with that bay window - better furnish- 
ing and belongings of all types." 
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Life in the Community: Boston, Massachusetts 

• Boston is experiencing heavy immigration and 
competition for jobs. The principal immigrants 
now include Slavs, Greeks, and Sicilians. Many 
American workers believe these immigrants are 
keeping wages low and hampering union efforts. 

• Over the next 10 years immigration increases, but 
many of the men come without families, intent on 
earning their fortune and returning to their home- 
land. 

• Among Italian immigrants 78 percent are male and 
among Greeks, 95 percent. Many migrate to 
America in spring, stay until autumn, and return to 
their home country during winter. 

• The North and West ends of Boston become pre- 
dominantly areas of tenements and lodging houses 
by the turn of the century to include Mary and the 
family she lives with. 

• Millions of immigrants flood the city after the cost 
of steerage passage from Bremen, Germany, is low- 
ered to $33.50 in the 1890s. 

• Most transportation within Boston is provided by 
electric trolley cars. 

• The country's first subway opens in Boston in 
1898, and an estimated 50 million people use the 
line in its first 11 months. By 1901 Boston is 
operating a unified streetcar and rapid transit 
system servicing most of the Boston metropolitan 
area on 300 miles of track. For a nickel fare, 
more than 222 million passengers annually ride 
its rails. 

• Boston is taking a leadership role nationally in the 
development of city parks for all its citizens. Since 
1898, the city has spent more than $200,000 a 
year to develop parks. By 1915, the city would 
boast 26 playgrounds for full-time operation. 
Nationwide, in 1903 only 18 cities have public 
playgrounds of any description. By 1923 there are 
6,601 playgrounds in 680 cities. 

• The new concept of newspaper comic strips is 
expanding rapidly. Richard Outcault, who in 1894 
invented the popular strip, "The Yellow Kid," 
introduced "Buster Brown" in 1902, based on 
members of his family. 

• Sports become popular and newspapers are start- 
ing to carry sports scores, reflecting the popularity 
of professional sports nationwide. 

• A group of aggressive $0.10 and $0.15 popular 
magazines are gaining widespread popularity, 
notably McClure's, Cosmopolitan, and Collier's 



August Number 



Price Five Cents 



gr*^^^^^ 
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WHAT THEY DID TO THE DOG-CATCHER IN HOGAYS ALLEY. 



The Ladies' Home Journal, January 1901, "Housekeeping 
in a Millionaire's Family," by M.E. Carter: 

"The laundry department is an interesting quarter. Here again only skilled 
hands can find employment. Three or four women are busy from early in 
the morning until evening. Sometimes nine o'clock finds them hard at work. 
Fortunately they have Sunday to themselves or they would soon give out, 
the tension is so continuous." 
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with "muckraking" stories of the poor and cor- 
ruption in the big cities of America. 
Quality bicycles sell for $100 each, although 
cheaper models are available; however, the cycling 
craze is coming to an end. 

The typical phone connection across the city takes 
a minimum of 40 seconds; the installation of the 
home phone is considered a luxury. Most people 
go to the nearest hotel or neighborhood store at 
the invitation of the proprietor to use the phone. 
Most brownstones are illuminated by gas. The 
wealthy use electricity to operate revolving electric 
fans. It is predicted that cooking can be done with 
gas in the future. 

A musical sensation at the turn of the century is the 
autoharp, which becomes widely available thanks 
to the Sears and Roebuck Catalogue. It can be 
played "without instruction." 
Minstrel shows are going strong, highly stylized 
with black-faced men, white-voiced tenors, ballad- 
singing baritones, clog-dancing, banjos, and trum- 
pets. The Eagle Minstrels Show costs $0.25, $0.50, 
or $0.75 depending on the seat. 




Roxy Theatre violinist. 



Boston Daily Advertiser, "Well-to-Do Farmer 
Seeks Divorce," July 14, 1902: 

"John Haskins, a well-to-do farmer of Secaucus, is seeking separation from 
his wife Marthat because she is a 'new woman.' Haskins says she spends 
nearly all her time 'attending club meetings and reading trashy literature on 
the enfranchisement of her sex.' He married her 18 months ago as a help 
mate, he says, but she proved to be an incumbrance too expensive for a 
farmer, refusing to milk cows, feed chickens, make butter or perform 'any 
of the duties normally expected of one of her station.'" 
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Historical Snapshot 
1902-1903 



The Brownie Box camera was introduced by Eastman Kodak Company with a sales 
price of $1.00 

The hamburger was introduced by Louis Lassen in New Haven, Connecticut 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company began operations based on a patent for attach- 
ing tires to rims 

30,000 trolley cars operated on 15,000 miles of track in American cities 
U.S. railroads now charged an average $0.75 per ton-mile, down from $1.22 in 1883 
The first modern submarine, the Holland, was purchased by the navy 
Uneeda Biscuits achieved sales of more than 10 million packages per month 
Life expectancy nationwide in 1900 was estimated to be 47 years 
The census determined that the U.S. population was 76 million; over the next 20 years 
it would grow 40 percent to 106 million, pushed by a steady influx of immigrants 
Membership in the American Federation of Labor reached the million-person mark 
The National Association of Manufacturers launched an anti-union campaign that 
promoted the right of Americans to work when and where they pleased, depicting 
labor organizers as agitators and socialists 

The price of coal in New York went from $5.00 to $30.00 a ton during a five-month 
strike of anthracite coal workers 
Rayon was patented by U.S. Chemist A.D. Little 

Russian American Morris Michtom and his wife introduced the teddy bear with 
movable arms, legs, and head 
Philip Morris Corporation was founded 

Charles Lewis Tiffany, founder of Tiffany and Co., died, leaving an estate of $35 million 
The first automat restaurant was opened by Horn & Hardart Baking company in 
Philadelphia 

The Wright Brothers made the first sustained manned flights in a controlled gaso- 
line-powered aircraft 

The 24-horsepower Chadwick motorcar was introduced; it was capable of going 60 
mph. Price: $4,000 

Massachusetts created the first automobile license plate 
Bottle-blowing machines cut the cost of manufacturing electric light bulbs 
The Harley-Davidson motorcycle was introduced 

An automatic machine to clean a salmon and remove its head and tail was devised 
by A.K. Smith, speeding processing and cutting costs 
Sanka Coffee was introduced by German coffee importer Ludwig Roselius 
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Iris Clinton and her recently deceased husband Robert 
spent a lifetime raising three children — all girls — on 
their 112-acre farm outside Raleigh, North Carolina, 
where they cultivated cotton, corn, cattle, tobacco and 
many neighborly friendships. Today, Iris lives within a 
buggy ride of her seven granddaughters and still actively 
manages the farm. Her annual income amounts to 
approximately $150 a year. 



Life at Home 

• Farming is a 24-hour-a-day occupation for 54-year- 
old Iris Clinton. 

• It has been an all-consuming fight for survival 
throughout her youth during and immediately fol- 
lowing the Civil War. 

• When plowing was com- 
pleted, there were always 
animals to tend, machinery 
to repair, food to fix, 
mouths to feed and clothes 
to make or mend. 

• And Iris Clinton has loved 
every minute of farm work, 
except the time hail killed 
the chickens or disease 
caused a 400-pound hog 
to unceremoniously die in 
the middle of the family 
drinking-water stream. 




Iris Clinton and her husband, Robert, raised three children on 
their 112-acre farm near Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Iris started getting up at 5:30 a.m. to tend cows when she was little; today, she 
wakes up at the same time even though she has fewer head to tend. 
Iris quits outside work when the sun goes down and works by lamplight at night 
inside the house. 

• She has seen an electric light 
working inside an office build- 
ing during a trip to Raleigh, 
but is sure anything related to 
lightning can't be fully trusted. 

• No home in her community 
has electricity, running water 
or an indoor bathroom. 

• For Iris, the past 54 years have 
been a good, Christian life 
with not a drop of liquor ever 
passing her porch; menfolk in 
the area simply knew better. 

• Iris has always enjoyed the 
rhythm of the land, the smell 
of pork on the stove and wear- 
ing old boots that fit like a 
glove. 




"Candy Pulling," Aunt Kate, 100 Years Dear, The Life and Times of an Early 
Dutch Fork Family, by Elberta Sease, 1979: 



"We made an effort to give our girls as much 
pleasure as possible at home as they grew up. 
They had a candy pulling right often. All the 
neighborhood boys and girls would gather at 
our house. We'd put pans of home-made syrup 
on the stove to boil. When it was almost ready 
I'd add baking soda and a little vinegar, boil it 
over a minute longer and pour it up on big plat- 
ters to cool. As soon as it could be handled, the 
children buttered their freshly washed hands 
and each picked up a batch of candy and start- 
ed to work. Out it was pulled, then folded back, 
out again, back again until the candy was 
creamy white and almost cold. Often three nar- 
row strips were held by one child while another 
child braided it into a nice flat braid. Whether 
plain or fancy, just before it was stone cold but 



still pliable, I helped the children cut it in small 
pieces and place it on buttered tins to harden. 
Out into the yard, then, they went to play 
games until the candy was ready to be devoured 
with all the appetite of a bunch of happy, 
healthy youngsters. 

On other days a crowd of them would gath- 
er in the afternoon and go fishing in the creek in 
our pasture. Up the hill they'd come about five 
o'clock with a nice string of perch and cat fish 
strung on a muscadine vine. I'd help them dress 
the fish, then build a fire in the stove and fry 
them, adding to their refreshments a platter of 
corn meal dodgers fried in the fish fat. To them 
it was a genuine party. Those children had a 
good time and I did too, for it always delighted 
me to see children made happy. 
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"Letter to the Editor," by Martin Long, The (Raleigh, N.C.) News and Observer, 

November 19, 1903: 



I notice that these Americans seem to think the 
raising of crops to be quite unnecessary; and 
they are applying their remarkable intelligence 
to the task of depopulating their rural regions. 
They have acuteness to see that if they want to 
drive people out of the country, they cannot 
begin with the adult population. Life in the 
open country is so alluring and so natural that 
even when it has not been made as complete as 
it might be, it holds people fast. So these far- 
reaching Americans, in order to crowd people 
back into the cities, where they obviously want 
them to be, have devised a campaign of educa- 
tion directed at our children. They have 
planned all their rural schools on city models. 



Even in such details as arithmetic problems, 
they see to it that the children's minds should 
be directed toward urban life .... How can a 
child born and reared in the country respect the 
life of the farmer when the community in which 
he lives does not regard the farmer's occupation 
worthy of study? How can he be expected to 
look with ambition toward agriculture as a 
vocation when he finds that training for it is 
regarded as less important than preparation for 
a clerkship? How can he think of village and 
rural life as anything more than a makeshift 
when he finds that in the schools he attends 
there is not a word taught concerning crops or 
cattle or roads? 



For all of her married life, the kitchen and its wood-burning stove have been 15 
steps from the back porch — a safe distance in case of fire. 

Of course, it is closer than the outhouse, which was carefully placed downwind 
from the house, almost 25 feet away. 

Before his death a year ago, Robert, with the help of his three sons-in-law, moved 
the kitchen next to the house. 

Advances in the safety of stoves allowed the kitchen to be closer; no plans are being 
made to move the outhouse nearer to the Clinton home. 

As interesting as life is on the farm, nothing approaches the joy of having children, 
Iris believes. 

Maggie was born two years after Iris and Robert married. 
Iris went to her mother's for the coming and stayed five weeks. 
At this important time, only a decade past the Civil War, Iris wanted her mother to 
show her how to start off a family right, and she knew her aging mother couldn't 
come to the Clinton house. 

Maggie was delivered at her mother's home without incident; the doctor's charge was 
$2, which the Clintons paid with several bushels of corn when the crop came in. 
Robert made a cradle of red cedar boards that were planed and mortised; eventu- 
ally, all the girls got their start in the same cradle. 
Maggie was three when Martha was born. 
Martha was eight when Bessie was born. 

The same week that Bessie arrived, Grandpa Monts, Robert's father, already old 
and feeble and ill for months, died of a kidney complication. 
Grandpa Monts was buried on Tuesday afternoon; Bessie was born on Wednesday 
night. 
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"Everyone was scared for me and kept telling me what not to do, but I just kept 
right on in my regular way," Iris recalls. 

Middle child Martha cried when the newcomer arrived: "Now I'll be thrown away 
because I'm not the baby anymore!" 

Iris's one financial indulgence, after Martha was born, was a helper for the children. 
Despite the added expense, Iris employed Little Delia, daughter of a former slave, 
to help care for the girls: "I don't believe in turning little children over to other chil- 
dren in the family." 

Recently, the grown-up girls, their husbands and children gathered at the farm for 
a candy pull — an all-afternoon activity that reminded all the adults of their grow- 
ing up days. 

With a yard full of giggling, laughing little girls, all eager for a taste of the finished candy, 
Iris could easily remember the days when her girls were little, Robert had a head full of 
hair and all 112 acres were under regular cultivation of cotton, corn or tobacco. 

That was also the day that Martha took a Kodak 
of her girls riding the rocking horses that Robert 
made. 

Many a year when corn prices were down, tobac- 
co kept the family going; for the past 10 years, 
tobacco has been the crop the Clintons could 
count on. 

Iris still attends church regularly, despite the 20- 
minute buggy ride; she sits with the other widows 
on the women's side of the church. 
All her life, the women have sat on the left side of 
the church, apart from their husbands, who sat on 
the right side. 

The children sat with either their mother or father, 
occasionally switching places during the middle of 
the service, but never during the sermon. 
Sometimes Iris wishes she could hear someone else preach; Pastor Long has led the 
church for 22 years, but the next-closest Baptist church is 50 minutes by buggy, two 
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Iris loves the picture of her grandchildren in rocking 
horses made by Robert. 



hours by oxen. 




Oxen and horses serve as the primary source of transportation. 
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That's a lot of traveling on unpaved roads every Sunday morning. 

Iris's most recent purchase is a New Queen sewing machine ordered from the Sears, 

Roebuck & Co. catalogue, which advertises itself as the "Cheapest Supply House 

on Earth." 

It cost $10.45 and came with a 20-year guarantee, which is more than Iris thinks 

she will need. 

However, she is pleased that she can sew worry-free until she is 74 years old. 



7H2 SEARS, ROEBUCK It CO., Cheapest Supply House on Earth. Chicago. CATALOGUE No. III. 



$W*2, B s% New Queen * B ™. 



FOR ONLY 

SI0.45 



FOR ONLY 



WE ARE ABLE TO OFFER OUR 

20-YEAR GUARANTEED, 5 -DRAWER, DROP HEAD 

CABINET, HEW QUEEN SEWIHB MACHINE, A ln 

THE LOWEST PRICE ON A HIQH GRADE 31111.43 

SEWINC MACHINE EVER ATTEMPTED. • > 



to nothing compared to 



IF TOUR HOME DEALER 

or bv£4-i it i.h trying to atll >au a. 
sewing machine at * J JG,Uo to 
9BO.OO,or It you havn hecti nffanjd 

a sewi nff machine by any catalpffue 

pr mull order house lit any price 

■approach i»E « ur JtpncUI SI0,4& price Tar the NKW Ql'KEN jJKWIM' 

nnAciIJNK, i™ urve thalbeforu ytiu place* your Ofrlur elsewhere, yousc 

Jinil CJCUili ine.0f oiirNi-iv<Jupr[iS»Hlii|; !HmrlilnC» F no W Ix-llljf Utud 1 

your hoiffbhorhood. TtltirO&htrVEumlwrDl these machines In your ow 
Tldnlty. poMLblj somo of your friend* " 

Queen r If not. and you DDM know Of c 

Queen machine-, write ua and we Fill aire you tbo nuirura of, por.,.., 

Jo-Ur own noighborhiiod whohfivo hoij plu tmm us and are now uslntf 
!«w IJuith, Ihla >pt-cl*l IHI.4S drop cablnft HnwirLq- mad l I i ■ ,.. 




Ufa lew* yGu Under (I (root from du p c alalaftua. boforti buy lug fram any othpr 
LOusO, pi uasO la t Us k I T(f you I tie nam tM of poo [do you it now w ho ■ re ueI ng 
tills lu noti I no. TtitV nj-eumOuK your own nclg bbOIH, They trill tell yon 
bow math better J E l> Lbtn any or the m«ny cheap inaehlnr* an the 
murker. They will t*L I you how v*ry*a UsfactoryLt is and how much 
money they saved hj buying inm ua. 

WE ARE SELLING SUCH A HIGH SHADE OF SEWIHB MACHINES 

and at prlc««ao murh lnv« ttuui other Iieiujlt*. pnul our sewlnc nutchlnps 
giving Runli general mi tl* fact! on, and they are now mi well known in n-rr-tf com- 
munity ton ftu MV*ff over 200 of ou r pttoU new being used In every common! ty In the 
Upltfd Mates) that ho One need send to ua for & sewing machine until the-? have 
seen and examined O^r machines in their own ne 1 K !> bOrhotxl and learned from the 
pecpto who are using them w bother wucang] vo them butter valuo for thoSruioney 
than they can possibly get elsewhere. 
StELLlfifi UORF ■inilllFfi tn>aKl| L t kL # Fm "UorderhouuioomblnM], 

«tifc»iQ iwwnc wiwnirica ^ M than fnar of tlMS lfcrpwt f„ toL . . 

Uil* country, our iELp.vhlnf-H liavfl hren wondrtjTQlljlTnproved In quality, greatly 
redueedln rp*t, and by doing away with all advertising expense, getting Swcetita for, 
OUthLf{ ftfln m*i cCUlnK'cnshln full with nrdmTf for all sowing mnchlnes, we ro- 
il ui'Hi'L iHLr i! it !.*.■ [is*? fi r Ii:ui>J;|iiu t.o ! rn' vi.:rv in L n L inu m nrnl k'ivo yuu the t)h h [Le0L l» the 
low cut prlfe frver quoted f or a strictly hl^h Rrade m.rhlup, and all weaakOlyoU 
boftirt? ordering k that you ask the pooplfi In your belffhl^rhood who own our ma- 
cbln* h IffroLU their uwri i>x]ktIi-iii'u Tln-y knvi; mH jroLturi from us a better machine 
than ihcy could possibly gel ulsewhore at the prleo. 

THE HEW QUEEN HEAD u on* *r the i™t hi S h a™ umit «»<)«. it ha* 

""■ "fc" ^UKKIl nmu latent iiDprQToiDtDtii, aU th* up to date poLnta. . ,. 

Oto four-motlou food, self thread tuff, vlbrutlup shuttle, autotwatle bobhhi winder, adjust- 
able bearings, patent tension Hlbommr. Improvr-d LLJiiktiL inljicvd kwhte vr 1 1 l>p3 . ;irlJi.E*it:LliL(» 
prossiT Toot, lmproirod shuttle carrlor. patent needle bar. patent dresa guard, patont bolt 
controller. The head In lianrljnnioly decuratrd and orniLi.hh.nti'iJ, E" i l I L nlrVel plarcd 
rare- j>]ate h blank enamtl«d base, bnndsomo eeluf«d tranarorKmutmontnttuna, b^autlfn 
alekel trl in mtngs throughout. 




THIS Tl.L.T^ft'ilcATIOJf s'bowp oursperlal bMO. 
fjti** a. Hewing Machine h open, head raised a 
oi [lluLlsL ready for use. 

f*I HI M Ft TI1 E NEW QirEEH C AiUtf ET li k top; 

WrtUinbl ■ Some f^iniM-i'i', Llr,,}, lir.nl 4: ill it ei ti t , eLil 
■ErtZ made of Peloctrd oak.beanUruUy tDaWudkud 
uulln.bedr domes with four side drawers find oni 
drawer. lht> latest 1WS model skoieton frame. Carved, 
pm bossed and decorated and Iwnutlfutly finished thi 
The cabinet 1» furnUhed *Sih ntcke] 1] rawer pulls, i 
four casters, hits a ^IStfllS adjustjihle trOadJe, OUU of 
full ennmelud Iron aland i> made- 
C I y I * ■ Th la machine lit glvm an extra fine Onlah ti 
riniJTli „, ltj f{ P j tT y HitiKui pl;nv4 fjM'(! pinto, pIcJk 
I ■■: 1 ; :l r- -o wheel, fine full fln1s.fcn.-el u»amvli«g. fancy « 
orntlou and m -■■:■-■-- lu/.M-m. 

IT HAS BEER CUSTOMARY r^^i.",^™^ 

TiiriiEM in-ltli ev-'i-y tiutchllt^. A1J-IM>.'<1 Tilt: CtJST C1F 
ATTACHMENTS TO THE rRICK OF THE MA 
whuMier the customer requlreg them or not Wo liav 
frtirEiunr [jiu^r i\<|H-rJrin-i.\ that but ti. small pnr tea 
on-n^irrLershaTe use for allof tlio httACbnietlta; In fact, 
many of oar cnnt(n«er« ily not requlro any, TVe, tl 
di. , clili. , d (o iMT^-r LhLs machLut: nt 

THE LOW PRICE OF 5(0.4^, 
...„yOU the privtli-flCOf procuring sneb httaChmnn 
uslrt" at pfmt prloe. It yon rooulre any Or ail Of t 
attach menls, romSt US su the Lent 10 cover prlcO 
attachments. 



iTlTlnjt J 

desire 11 



handling Of 

lajva and t-uLky 



THTC ABOVE ILLUSTRATION wJt. 
I yon an Idea of the apjunarwn ce of our 



WE FUHHISH FREE WITH THE MACHINE; 

tra>* a ScnwdriTcra, I Package Sfi'di™, t t Inth tinldi- I 6e«^. i *J«Ht* 

BELOW WE QUOTE SPECIAL PRICES ON ATTACHMENTS, WHICH ARE 

1 Thread Cutteti 1 1 1 m Ider Poet, 1 Binder, 1 Sot t*T linn mora 

1 Tneker „, ■•■**•■•*■■•■ 

1 Huffier , T 

COHFLETK SET, lnelndlncl Thread Cutter t Braid rr Foot, 1 Btn 
1 Bet of Homme rs, 1 Tucker, 1 Hnffler, packed in ?olvol lined box. 

TUE IIIOTBllflTinil D fill If which wo furnish \f\th, this n 
I Ht IRd I nUU I lUfl DUUrV, Shows how U3 use all the abo 

« * tinned attachments, and If yoU 

or an> pari of n set. we ash yon to be "ctr* pud mentloo 

ALL ATTACHMENTS ARE SUARAHTEED FIRST CUSS S;j j-» 

qualllyBleel. beautifully nlrket plated Eimt UMnlii-d, and iruarantcwd t 
mRchtnennd vark perfrctly. KEKL>11>, BOBlflNA, SHUTTLEa tmri A 
juiry HU|ipllea for thi* maeblnecan be sec-nred from ns at any time ivlihui 
Rui' jiaff 1 4 1 fur prtci-XDij sewing machine suppUvaf 
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When the notice arrived that the sewing machine was at the train depot, Iris hitched 

up the wagon and went for it herself. 

When she uncrated her new machine in the front yard, using Robert's old claw 

hammer, she was so pleased with her purchase she sat down, pumped the peddle a 

few times, and then sewed the first seam of a dress without even carrying the 

machine indoors. 

The next creation was a white sea-island apron for granddaughter Dorothy, made 

exactly like the apron Iris had made for her own daughters dozens of times. 

When the sewing machine was inside the house, Iris kept the fancy address label 

that read Sears, Roebuck & Company, Chicago, Illinois. 





pAi!ji*ru'tL 



Mahmot* 1 &«wl? j 

^■^ajhb Quotations. umuo n 
jurr addbum oh netBir of j 



we stu cnHTTnira 

MA)L ORDER <ML1T H TO OUH J 
UILUdH custoueha ALL / 



Se-9fl PULTQN, 51, 

1-31 WATMAN ST 
74-80 N JCfFCRSOM JT 



n He »E : "9 U * f»LY 7 



Chicago, 



W& REFEflSHCES, SEE FADES 12 ABO 13. «">™'i>H"y«™inip.i™i»<n l ,„io Tnonotionm city u..n h « io» 
ftE£D THE BANK LETTERS OH PISE 12. * 1 " Q n< "° ou ' "••""»» By i»8.n;.si«» to »• londi™ mntun i n 

H vl " ■ ""^ ,t4 ovory country on Lhs flooo. 

Kind Friend: -- This big catalogue has been made so thoroughly 
complete in every department that it is intended to be used for 
ordering goods and for reference, season after season. 

This one book, if preserved, can be used for sending us orders 
and for reference for several years, for it has been made thoroughly 
complete in every department. The prices quoted are the very low- 
est Chicago wholesale prices, with all advertising expense deducted. 
If you should order from this book two or three years hence and 
there has been any reduction in the price of the goods ordered by 
you we will give you the benefit of the lower prices and return 
the difference to you in cash. 

it U nda rstand, as long as you preserve this catalogue you can use 
it either for reference or for sending orders to us, always with the 
understanding that the goods are guaranteed to be perfectly satis- 
factory to you or your money will be returned to you, and where any 
prices have been reduced you will get the benefit of the reduction 
without notice, and the difference will be returned to you in oash. 

We have departed from the long established and universally 
adopted policy of all other catalogue houses that sell goods from 
catalogues, circulars, booklets, samples or by mail order, and 
wholly in the interest of our customers and lower prices, we are 
making a charge to cover the first cost of every catalogue or book- 
let we publish. It is today and it has, for all time, been the 
custom with all catalogue houses, every kind of institution selling 
goods by mail order, to issue various catalogues, booklets, samples, 
etc., and mail them postpaid to any address either free on appli- 
cation, or for a very small fraction of their cost. The amount of 
money that is annually wasted in the vast amount of printed matter 
in the thousands of tons of paper that are annually printed up into 
catalogues and booklets, and the thousands of yards of cloth of all 
kinds that is cut up into samples, the enormous amount of postage 
paid to circulate this matter into every one of the over 70 000 
costoffices, the amount of money that is expended for all this, 
that goes into the hands of people who never buy one penny's worth 
of goods, would represent a figure so large, so colossal, as would 
stagger almost any buyer or seller. 

All this expense, all this wasted advertising that goes to 
the people who do not buy is paid for by the people who do buy 
Every penny expended in printed matter, postage, and samples is ac- 
counted for as an item of wasted advertising expense and added to 
the selling price of the goods, and when you buy an article from a 

( over) 
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She only knew of one 
person who had ever 
traveled that far by 
taking a train. 
Iris has never traveled 
more than 30 miles 
from the farm since 
birth, but has little 
desire to go far. 
Going to Raleigh, the 
state capital of North 
Carolina, makes her 
nervous enough; 

Chicago would just 
be out of the question 
at her age. 




Fayetteville Street looking north in Raleigh, N.C. 



"Learning by Doing for the Farmer Boy," by School Superintendent O.J. Kern, 

Winnebago, Illinois, 1903: 



It is not the belief of the writer that we should edu- 
cate country boys to be farmers merely, any more 
than that we should educate boys to be blacksmiths, 
carpenters, or electricians. We should train boys to 
be men in the highest sense of the term. But why not 
a course of training in the country school for the 
country boy which shall teach him more about life 
around him? Along with his study of the kangaroo, 
the bamboo, and the cockatoo, why not study the 
animals on the farm and a proper feeding-standard 
for them, the care and composition of the soil on the 



farm, the improvement of types of grains and veg- 
etables, and protection of birds beneficial to the 
farmer? Instead of all the boys' arithmetic being 
devoted to problems, more or less theoretical, on 
banking, stock, exchange, brokerage, allegation, 
and partnership, why not some practical problems 
with reference to farm economics? For the boys 
who will remain on the farm (and 85 percent per- 
haps will), the course of instruction should be such 
as will be an inspiration and a help in their future 
life work. 



"Why She Didn't Marry," The (Raleigh, N.C.) News and 
Observer, March 10, 1904: 

An antique maiden was asked why she did not marry. 

"There's no need of it," she answered. "I have a parrot that swears, a 
cat that stays out all night and a monkey that chews tobacco and spits all 
over the house. I am satisfied." 
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MinsLrrl Organization of Aneric 







uiwia and co, bat 



Royster's Candy 
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j Occoneechee Bulletin No. 3. 

Tigs! Pigs! Pigs! 

Write us what you want. B^kshires, Ess>ex York- 
shires, Poland' China-, O. i. C Chester.'. Quality 
gooJ. Prices reasonable A few Angora Goats, if you 
write quick. Orders booktd now tor a tew. settings 

I of Pheasant Eggs. Also most anything you want in 
Pouitry, Address 

OCCONEECHEE FARM, 

I Durham, N. C. 



Life at Work 

• The Clintons are always prepared for the vagaries of the weather; farming provides 
few guarantees— the corn crop can fail, cotton become flooded or pigs die. 

• Iris Clinton's favorite farming chore is tending tobacco. 

• Cotton has been good to the Clintons, always producing a little coin when noth- 
ing else would. 

• But cotton, Iris believes, is a vengeful mistress that is demanding, fickle and hard 
to manage. 

• Besides, Iris cannot count the number of mornings she has awoken powerfully sore 
from the back-bending work of hoeing cotton, knowing that another full day lay 
ahead. 

• Tobacco, on the other hand, is a handsome prince who is always whispering about 
the promise of tomorrow. 

• Growing tobacco is like an annual courtship that follows a predictable pattern of 
flirtation, engagement, marriage and then rebirth, yet, like most relationships, the 
outcome remains uncertain until the auctioneer hollers out the final buying price. 

• The first phase, Iris likes to tell her girls, is playing hard to get; for tobacco to make 
good roots, the plant must be starved before it goes into the ground so it will be 
more eager to produce. 

• Next is timing the engagement phase — plant too early and frost will 
kill off all potential; plant too late and the relationship will require too 
much work and watering. 

• But when it all works and the top leaves begin to grow strong and 
beautiful in the morning sun, all the uncertainty is rewarded, the 
courtship fulfilled. 

• Corn also holds a special place for Iris, thanks to a little contest. 

• In spring, the local Farm Alliance voted to give a cash prize of $10 to 
the member who raised the most corn on one acre of ground. 

• Robert and Iris chose a field of good bottom land on the creek and 
planted there. 



"Tobacco Puffs," The (Raleigh, N.C.) News and Observer, March 11, 1904: 



In an interview with several of Lenoir's most 
successful farmers today, the reporter learned 
that it is the consensus of opinion of those farm- 
ers that the acreage of tobacco planted in the 
county this year will not be over one-fourth 
what it was last year. One said that in this 
neighborhood, where nearly every farmer raised 
tobacco last year, not a single tobacco bed was 
to be found. On the other hand, there will be 
considerable increase in the acreage of cotton, a 



number of farmers having sold their crops 
already at eleven cents. 

A carload of chewing tobacco arrived in 
Monroe, N.C, last week from a tobacco com- 
pany of Winston, consigned to the Heath- 
Morrow Company, wholesale grocers. This is 
noteworthy because of the fact that it is the first 
carload of chewing tobacco consigned to any 
jobber in North Carolina. The value of the car 
of tobacco is $10,000. 
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A committee of three men came around at the end 
of the season and pronounced it "50 bushels of very 
fine corn." 

The Reverend himself, one of the judges, declared the 
patch to be the winner. 

After that, the Clintons always called that land by a 
new name: Prize Bottoms. 

Another critical time on the Clinton farm is hog- 
killing day, made more special because of the partic- 
ipation of neighbors, longstanding ritual and lots of 
preparation. 

Iris has never liked for the hogs to get too large; 300 
to 350 pounds is about right. 

In her experience, 500- to 600-pound hogs yield 
coarse meat and poor flavor. 

With neighbors to help, the day-long event is a cele- 
bration. 

The regular butchering dinner, enjoyed in the middle of 
the grease, baked potatoes, rice, pork steak, pickles, 
peaches and coffee. 



"Change in Prices," 
The (Raleigh, N.C.) News and 

1904: 



Observer, March 11, 



Comparisons of 1904 with 1896 show an 
increase of from 25 to 33.3 percent in the 
cost of living. This means that persons 
who are getting the same salary or wages 
now as in 1896 can buy only two-thirds or 
three-fourths as much of the necessaries of 
life now as then. 



the day, is sauerkraut to cut 
fresh bread, stewed dried 



Suggestions for Clothing for School Girls, 


Clothing for One Year, Hampton 


Institute, 




Hampton 


, Virginia: 




6 undervests (summer) 


$0.60 


1 pair low shoes 


2.50 


4 undervests (winter) 


1.00 


1 pair high shoes 


3.00 


4 pairs drawers, homemade 


0.80 


1 pair corsets 


0.50 


2 white petticoats 


1.00 


1 hat 


2.00 


3 nightgowns, homemade 


1.65 


1 wool skirt 


3.00 


4 underwaists, homemade 


1.00 


1 suit 


12.50 


1 gingham petticoat, homemade 


0.40 


1 raincoat 


3.00 


2 short flannel petticoats, homemade 


0.70 


1 pair rubbers 


0.60 


6 shirtwaists, homemade 


2.40 


1 umbrella 


1.00 


1 white percale dress skirt, homemade 


0.55 


4 collars 


0.40 


1 gingham dress, homemade 


1.00 


12 handkerchiefs 


1.20 


1 muslin dress, homemade 


1.50 


1 pair gloves, lisle 


0.25 


4 gingham aprons, homemade 


0.72 


1 pair gloves, wool 


0.25 


2 white aprons, homemade 


0.60 


Belts, neckties 


1.50 


4 pairs stockings 


1.00 


Total 


$46.62 
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Life in the Community: Norris, North Carolina 

The Norris community outside Raleigh has never appeared on the county map, but 
it exists nonetheless in the minds of six families. 

The center of Norris, population 21, is Bill Norris's store, built in 1841 and in con- 
tinuous operation ever since, despite being burned once by the invading Yankee 
Army in 1864 and once by teenagers playing with imported Chinese firecrackers in 
1894. 

For Iris, Norris's has always been a second home, especially on rainy or snowy 
days when field work is impossible or housework simply unbearable. 
At Norris's, Iris could finger new bolts of cloth and dream about the dresses she 
would make if time permitted and occasion demanded. 

It was there she had her first fresh orange when she was 1 7 — a gift to each child in 
the neighborhood from old man Norris, Bill's grandfather. 
What a thrill it was to peel each slice and savor the sweet juice! 
After that it became a grand, annual tradition for Norris to buy a crate of oranges 
each year to be sold to the community for $0.10 an orange. 
To make the treat even more delectable, Iris, after she had children, made her girls 
contribute their own money to buy an orange, the cost of which sometimes con- 
sumed half a year's savings. 

One year, when middle child Martha was 11, she decided to spend her dime on 
hard rock candy instead of an orange, only to live in deep regret for weeks. 
Iris also buys Ivory Soap there because it works so well and its name comes from 
the Forty-fifth Psalm of the Bible: "All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cas- 
sia; out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad." 
She also gets to try different foods, thanks to the nearby store. 
Recently, Iris has switched from regular coffee to a new drink called Grain-o. 
Made of roasted cereal grains, Grain-o is designed to protect all who drink it from 
the "dreadful consequences" of coffee drinking. 
She is sure she will get accustomed to the taste soon. 

Norris's is also where husband Robert kept a liquor bottle for occasional late after- 
noon sips — a fact Iris was never told and pretended not to know about during their 
34-year marriage. 

Even though Robert has passed, the men of the area still include Iris in the beef 
club. 

For 30 years, 16 farm men have worked to help each other's families put meat on 
the table. 

By tradition, every Friday night for 16 weeks, one man kills a beef cow; by 
Saturday at sun-up, the other men are at his house. 

The beef is cut up and each man puts his share in a cloth bag, called a beef wallet, 
then gallops home to a family anticipating steak for breakfast and liver dumplings 
for dinner. 

The beef is divided such that after 16 weeks, every family receives an entire calf. 
Recently, the newspapers and magazines have been populated with articles about 
rural schools and their efforts to destroy agriculture by depopulating the farms. 
Other articles are calling for an educational system that emphasizes farm econom- 
ics and practicality over lessons on the kangaroo and bamboo. 
Three years ago, North Carolina Governor Charles B. Aycock introduced a far- 
reaching program of education throughout the state; Iris believes reform is critical 
to her granddaughters and the men they will eventually marry. 
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"Hog Killing Day, "Aunt Kate, 100 Years Dear, The Life and Times of an Early- 
Dutch Fork Family, by Elberta Sease, 1979: 



Hog killing time was a big day! We'd decide the 
day before to butcher and go out and invite 
Charlie and Emma Shealy to come help us. Then 
we'd walk over the hill and invite John and Lizzie 
Monts to come. Late in the afternoon, we'd set up 
three big, black iron pots and fill them with water. 
Next came laying the fire with lightwood, and 
some pine and plenty of oak to hold the heat and 
make good coals. Everything was ready for the 
shovel of red hot coals to be brought from the 
kitchen fireplace and thrown on the lightwood 
kindling before day the next morning. Then the 
scalding barrel was set at an angle in the ground 
and a platform of thick planks laid across scant- 
lings was fixed in front of the barrel so there'd be 
a nice place ready to scrape the scalded hog. Next, 
the hanging place must be readied. A nearby oak 
tree had thrust a limb out at just the right place 
and height. It was used for every hog we killed. A 
heavy chain was thrown across the limb and the 
single tree, brought from the harness room and 
fastened to the chain. The bucks were placed near- 
by with thick heavy boards across them to make 
the chopping block on which the hog would be 
cut. Such a time it took to get ready! The heavy 
work was over now but there were still a few 
things to do. [Husband] Mike would gather up all 
the knives and go to the grindstone and make 
them as sharp as razor blades. I'd see that the lard 
jars were clean and ready, stack the pans and great 
wooden trays where they'd be handy and our 
preparation for butchering morning was about 
complete. We didn't feed the hog we were going to 
kill any supper, of course, and usually he was put 
in a pen by himself. Sometimes we killed two hogs 
the same day, but not often, as one gave us all the 
fresh and little meat we needed at one time. 

Before day the next morning, the fires were 
started and when the neighbors arrived, the water 
was boiling. While the men killed, scalded and 
hung up the hog, we women ground black pepper 
in the little pepper mill, rubbed up sweet basil, 



coriander and sage and cut up onions for seasoning 
the sausage and puddings. We always seasoned a- 
plenty .... Our next work came when the men 
had the hog hung up by his hind legs on that single 
tree, washed down and opened. The entrails, liver, 
melt, etc., were caught in a huge wooden tray and 
we set to work separating everything. Into a pot 
where the head, already cleaned and cut up, was 
beginning to boil, we put the parts which go into 
the pudding. Then Emma Shealy riddled the guts. 
She could do that faster than anybody .... That 
means she plucked all the fatty tissue from the 
entrails. Straightened them out, and got them ready 
for us to scrape and prepare for sausage and pud- 
ding cases. By the time the cases were ready and 
soaking in warm water, to which a small handful of 
borax had been added, the men had the sausage 
meat ground and ready for us to mix and stuff. 
After the sausages were hung across the stick in the 
meat house, we turned our attention to the pud- 
ding. We ground up the well-cooked jowl, snout, 
tongue, liver, etc., mixed it with a pot of cooked 
rice, seasoned it with onions and herbs, stuffed it in 
the big cases and tied the ends together with strings. 
Then we gently laid the puddings back in the pot 
and boiled them very slowly in the pudding broth, 
hoping that none would burst open. However, one 
or two always burst. That was lucky, for then there 
was always some good "bottom" to our scrapple 
or pudding mush as some people call it. That was 
made by slowly stirring corn meal into the pudding 
broth and cooking it gently for a long time. Poured 
into the pan, it was set aside to harden. Cut out in 
strips or blocks, it was browned in the oven or on 
top of the stove in an iron skillet .... 

By two o'clock everything was finished and 
put away. Some people took all day to butcher 
one hog, but we always said that was because 
they didn't get ready the afternoon before. Our 
neighbors went home by mid-afternoon carry- 
ing sausage, pudding, back-bones, ribs, crack- 
ling, and a pan of scrapple with them. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1904 



Ida Tarbell published The History of Standard Oil, an indictment of the company's 
practices 

The Supreme Court ruled that citizens of Puerto Rico could not be denied entry to 
the continental U.S. 

Hit songs included "Give My Regards to Broadway," "Meet Me in St. Louis, 
Louis," and "I Can't Take My Eyes Off You" 

Lydia Scott Howell won three gold medals in archery, an unofficial Olympic sport 
at the St. Louis games 

The teddy bear made its first appearance, named after President Theodore Roosevelt 
Hats ranged from summer straw in sailor shape, trimmed in satin, to handmade silk 
styles with a lacy braid 

Construction of the Panama Canal began; malaria and yellow fever were brought 
under control in the Canal Zone after Army Surgeon William Gorgas developed suc- 
cessful disease control 

During the Olympic games, staged in St. Louis, the U.S. dominated in basketball 
Sixteen-year-old Amanda Clement became the first female umpire to officiate a 
men's baseball game in Iowa for pay 

Nonfiction books for the year included The Shame of the Cities by Lincoln Steffens, 
The Theory of Business Enterprise by Thorstein Veblen, The Toy and the Man by 
Upton Sinclair and The Negro: The Southerner's Problem by Thomas Nelson Page 
The first photoelectric cell was developed 

Popular movies included The Land Beyond the Sunset, about slum children taken 
on an outing, A Love Story and Meet Me at the Fountain 

Bertha Kapernick became the first woman to give bronco riding exhibitions at the 
Cheyenne Frontier Days rodeo 

Vaudeville star Eva Tanguay debuted at Hammerstein's Victoria Theater in New 
York; she was paid $3,500 a week 

Refusing to wear tight shoes or restrictive ballet costumes, Isadora Duncan intro- 
duced the world to non-traditional dance 
Helen Keller graduated cum laude from Radcliffe College 

Foreign companies cut their steerage rates to the U.S. to $10 to compete with British 
lines ^^^ 

Colgate Ribbon dental cream, Post Toasties, Campbell's Pork and Beans and tea 
bags all made their first appearance 



68 



1900-1909 



plow 

Svm 




ieapest Supply House on Earth, Chicago. CATALOGUE No. III. G71I 
Acme Walking Gang Plow. 

Ill lilt" Afiiifi Walking; Ofllf I'luW W* litiVu tllu 

ihi plow I'tvr fp-if^-ri'Hi for anything like wlmt we 
l-1i fihfh, tl |k a wtril nindo, i ■ > . ■ ■ i i i =- : > . plow, 
ranttrd in do ginal work, Wo clulm this 
will skin sod from i!-i to ;t Inches dcop. 
plow c«*rn land nr ■■■:■.: noble from 3 lo 7 lurliva ,,. r]IT 
deep. Will *mt iiih(L torn under all Juno grass on * 

summer fallow, and do boiler work than any other HANJ> 
plow on thu market. Will pruprire wheat and ONLY* 
OSt stubble for wlntor wheat In ti-ssi than half tint 
time required by a single plow orcultl valor. While 
this plow will do good work hi most purls of the coun- 
try* we do not rceonimuud ItaAapriUrlohrcakeroroti 
corn Laud wherii the itifllfff have not bttllj Cttt. U«ra- 
par*> iiu> pri* n with a hdugU* i»l«w and yon will seu yon are getting ihrro plows for b'ss i nan tho price 
of two. Bn hvh B-lnoo plows, cuttings? Inches. Uungs with chilled shareware furnished with onu ex- 
tra set of <d Hires. Weight. iwOijuundH. suipneii direet f mm faeiory in Wi-si^m >t|i'higitii» 

Sia.32R4iS» Willi chilled/ mold lKi:ml. inndsldo and chilled shares. Prhv sn:.':n 

Nu.a^R^a With soft center steel im 111 ili L i-iLillrfl laudshle and rhllhiEl shares. PrlCn., 1K*00 
Ho»SflR4fl4 With soft center steH n add board, eh 1 1 led buidsldu and cast sinol shares. Prime,* IJMMj 

No. ^'"R-i'iri With soft centtT sieel mulct board. land&lde anil shares. Price... „ jja.40 

H«. :i»R4»tl Chilled shares. Prim, each ...., .., 34 

Km* 3UR4'j,7 Cast Stenl shares. Prteu, each ........... .. l.OH 

Ku, awRiii* boft hunter steel shares. Price, each .* , 1.13 

Kenwood Steel Frame Two-Horse Corn Planter. 

Constructed out! rely of wti-id mid wrought iron, mal- 
leable and charcoal Iron oasilugs, inn! Miii.nijH.'.ii-.Liiy 
icr h i-j- ! uo-horrio^nrn planter nmOr. [( Kit 1 nLJ Id tl i?Oin- 
liLursLtiMi planter. tranb<.'iir>L'U i?u btr us n hand dro|j<lrl]L 
pluut«r t or a i'lu-^k rnwi-i* plauu"r by only chfini;*"K tJio 
jiLnii-s. ThodjriLI Is ndlusi^d to dltT^ri-afc ;.o.-, ir imi:; by 
ohahjZlnjf tlio oIi:iln tun tiittvTvnt hYsm :,\,-i»:l--i wbouliion 
tkuaxln without cha))}{hii( u];Ui^; it wili drop n ■ ulin-ly 
ono K^aln every I:.'. IttorSO hinhvd nparl-* Tho frunio fs 
coupivdclo^o. kIvIii^ th-u driver fuLL and nnsy control. 
Th» tomofl lOTOf laaltiiohi'd to tho two hounds; whlcb 
ar^ placed at ah Cfliial dtotttDCfl from tho rniiiHTS.sotbftt 
i ■■= *t 1 1 rttBtMrs&ro forced into tbii sol] at I'lioal dnjjib- 'I'l.* 
<irop jsslitipLu arniHiirtj. TbBMCGOOdlllg hlHstJrop dowp 
Kiiparato cbanmds and aro buhl at thu Juie-I of tho riin;iur 
for pn>n]pttk k pos3twhcn clnvk EOVArla operated. Com* 
bLnatlonnaiid and foothivrr|« fumLHii^d so that thft 
d-:. m ic Call ho r ;.■.--■ M v sot to the dcslive] rhiplb, or etui ho 
run llcxlhlo and under cady control of thu driver's iwt, 
:iIU>^!iik him ihu foil nwoof hln hand* for taking run- of 
tOfl.ni* The chci'k rower Is ono of fow parts, notcomplicaiou. fJnosldu always at rest. Stroko pOttltlTftOVon 
time hiutoii juirSi-ivs through fork, Forks aro mudo of soft con tor si.crl, oan. b rully hardened, and arewldo 
| enough iLLKirtto prevent kinks In wlro from making a strokn. Has automatic winding reel for laylnpr out ih« 
I wire anil for rewhidhtjf Wufifl fh-hl Is eoiupleie 4 The wlro can bo reloasi^il by tho driver pull hi tf it cord 
without. Leaving seat, fhewlrelsof the finest quality, and with ortllTiitry care will lost many years, 
Slandanl wbllb. adjustable for S-ftHtt. tl-lnoh ami ^-fiKit^-litcb. Price includes threo seUof hill plates unci 
'tbivo suts of drill plates. Does not Include ovonortOf neckyoke. Kurnlslmd roRUlarly with COnc*Vfl wlieels, 
i' ! .: : v. ..: ; furnish with flat wheels at silliio prloe f If so ordered. Open wheels will bo furnished at Vj ce^tiis 
OXtra, Shlpp*-tJ dlri-i-t from fuelory In South wes N'ru Ohio. 

No- ;t H Jft^oo CurnriaiiN-r without eheeh rower. Wuleht, (00 pounds* Price....**** ..#21*fl0 

Nth U'JRJJUL Corn Vlunier wltheheek rower, automatic tw\ and bo rods at wire, complete. W't-liifht* S00 

pounds..,* «>** , * #40.70 

Nil x:Rr.(^ Corn l'liuiirf with I urt i I1j,it attaelimontt but without check rower. Weight. 450 pounds, 

1'rke „ „ .„. »33.«0 

No. 3URA09 Oini riaiiimvUh fertllixrr attucbuieoti cherfc rower* auloniallc reel and SO rods of 

wire. coniiih'ie. Weight, 6^ pounds. Prieo*,.* * * ...,*«.*,,,. — * hk *,*,d40.nfi 

Nu, :ti(lfliii KHtraehi-ok rowiir wire, por rod. , .OS 

No. :l-£Rnor» Ksiraphtles, pur t>ntr *.* T *.,**.. .* .<*» 

No**iKRrtoit chid IVntU.^andUtjvi'rlntf Hogg. Prtcu.perH.ot **. .* B.bq 





Konwoorf Stool Frame One-Hors© Corn 

Drill, Cotton Planter find Fertilizer 

Dietrlbutoi*. 

In tin* call' 
utruethm of 

tltiH | P t : ■ I L 1 > ,-[' 

wu uso steel 
frame, wrou^lit 
Iron wheid, Qgfj «rado 
StOil runners. Iron send 
1km<, iron hoppeif for 
fe rill Ue r~ ni L ii uisUcd 
tbrou^lLOut In a ILrtft 



clnss manner. For planting field 
com or for cnslliiKo corn, as also 
forplaniinii ik'um. beans or other small seeds, the 
KenwoEnl is Ulirf|iml4»(|. tl- drops J2, l[i, 1m and n- t :■■ ..'■! 
Ineln'S i.parl., thn dlsi imee helng Kovemwl by mi m bur 
if hoLn-s in seed plales, Tho lever for throwing in 
and out Of gear Is near tho operator; It can bo 
changed without stopping- horse. All wearing parts 
are largo and true; there is no complicated machin- 
ery al mu t tho ni ae blue* Price 1 in ■ I u c lea tb roo re« u 3 ar 
Slates and one blank plate, also the marker, but 
oes not laelodo whlftletroo or marker lOp& KvtrJi 
liliiti'scan las furnished Uj drop from 2 Inches to4f^et 
apnrt, and thick plates lo drop rnoro than ono kurnel 
tia tlnio. dan also fiimlsh extra phitcs to pliLnt 
ttroom rorn, pop corn, beans, jicas, boetsee^l, sorghum, 
nil let, etc. 

The Fertilizer I>rstrlhutor Is simple and posltlYo, 
lodollciUo gears to get out of order; there are no 
iMdce or wheals to gum or clog. KurtlHaer attack* 
TiDiit is a drill drop, not a hill drrtp. Must be or- 
lererl with tho drill as It cannot ho attach eil except 
it f:Li-i.(try, It Is the most simple and perfect planter 
undo. Shipped direct from factory In Soothwestorn 
)hlo. 
No. 32RB0B Corn Drt 11 only. Weight, \M pounds. 

Price $*,? a 

No* USRanu Corp l>ni[ with furtltlz^r atbirh- 

mnit. Weight, 1^'iiHiunds. L J rioo.,...*. BJ.1.O0 

\. f . :r:Rr, 10 Kstra plates. Price, oaeh *4 

Wo oiiu furitish I his drill with our plek fera cotton 
ilon ting ar.tnehmeni. If onlured with the drill, s m -,u.- 
!■■: ','■■ ■:'.■■■ . ■■. ■ ■■: :■ i f ■ ■■ ..■.-. 



Our S4*35 Cotton Plontor. 




Thin Is n, p«rf*«t, rcllabto and verydesJenblft cot- 
ton planter, aiul one which l>as had a tremendous 
Hiileln iliegi-eatcoi.tonbejt nf thofioulh. It In made 
of first class Titnii rinh tbrooghoul. has a largo hop* 
jut, jLhpli'udld agllaior 1 1 1 ■ ■ L a pi-rfeet feed regulat- 
ing devLer, ('enter shovel Is strong and cannot 
break. Driving wheel Is made of wood, 10 Inches In 
diameter, :i lin-hrs ihh-k and Niveled to run In tho 
trench m ruin by tier shovel. The covuror Is supported 
by sieid springs^ whlcb allows It to adjust ft self to 
tho condition of the ground and relieves the hands 
of all Jarrhig. This machine Imalsoa HrjitelaHFiiW- 
tllhcer dlstrihiitor it* well uh a eotton planter, re* 
quiring no extra parts, and by adding the rora 
planting attachment It -makes a splendid corn drill, 
3 topping the kftf ii e Is a bov t L^ I ne I n-s apart. Sh Lpjud 
Ulreeir froiM factory hi Houi-h western Ohio. 

So, :i»RJftu Cut ion PtnutrT only* Weight, 05 
pounds. I'rlco.. »«.... ....*.** ^ i..:u*- 

No. :i2Rrtl3 Corn Planting Attachmont extra, 
'Weight, 3 pounds. Price...* , ,..&Oo 



Wo can always furnish repairs 
for our Implements at any time at 
tho lowest prices. Soe notlco on 
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Burpee's 
Garden Seed 



AT 



Hicks' 25 



Stores 



Selected Prices 

Buggy $59.75 

Camera, Delmar Folding $3.75 

Coffee, One Pound $0.30 

Cooking Stove $4.85 

Fertilizer, 100 Pounds $2.00 

Handkerchiefs, Dozen $3.00 

Hat, Child's Straw $0.49 

Ice Box $27.50 

Pony Plow $2.39 

Range, Steel $20.55 

Vaudeville Show $0.25 

Water Closet $19.75 



TANNER PAINT AND OIL CO. 

Manufacturers of PAINTS. GRINOEHS OF UEAI> »» d Color i» 
Oil. Fall lino of Bmikei *nd ik.ll Painters' Supplies. 

BOX X80, RICHMONB, VA - 



IpENT | 

tOTTON ' 

Can be raised as easily as sixteen 
et'iit con on and with no more ox- 

iitiiSf?. The secu < .in bv soil! i'lr-Mli- 
ly for 

Four Times as Much 

as ordinary seeil. Fi^.r. 1 t :;•* in- 
creased profit and onl-r \ nur srrfl 
at once. Only a. limited si;j>r>;y. 
Price, $1.50 per bushel. IVrms, 
Cash. 

Fonvielle 



Grocery Company 




Goldsboro, N. C. 



) 



c|95f 37 



Just our telephone ■ number** 9S for our 
Fay oil 'Lev tile street tture; 37 for Martin 

IX you can't come in Mnm the next 
h-.-.-i thing is to call, us up and state your 
wants- 

Our btock is probably \ht in oat com- 
plete in the State, and we have a force of 
seventeen people to attend to your orders. 



W.MingDnigCo. 

Two Stores, Raleigh, N. C. 
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THE LADY FROM PHILADELPHIA 

"Suppose we osk \tm Lady Irani Philadelphia what la besl to be done kin Papers, 

DRAWINGS UV KATHARINE N. RICHARDSON 
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1904 News Profile 



"The Lady from Philadelphia," The Ladies' Home Journal, May 1904: 

" 'Suppose we ask the Lady from Philadelphia what is best to be done': The Peterkin Papers 

Many requests have come to me for information on the subject of the conventional set- 
ting and serving of the table. I will give the rules of the present usage, leaving each inquirer 
to make the adaptation according to the means, needs, and circumstances of her household. 

The first rule of all is not to attempt more than one can do easily and well. Anything 
conspicuously out of harmony with one's circumstances is in bad taste. It is, however, 
quite possible to combine simplicity with a pleasing presentation of food, and the 
accepted standards have been made with a view to minimizing the difficulties. 

For instance, the placing of glasses, spoons, and knives on the right of the plate and 
the forks at the left is not an arbitrary regulation, but because the forks are used by the 
left hand and the other things by the right. 

That each dish passed around the table by the servant is offered at the left of a per- 
son and all plates removed from the right, does not come from any fashionable prece- 
dent, but from the greater ease in helping one's self and convenience to the person serv- 
ing the table, who may thus use the right hand in drawing the plates. 

Besides the convenience, the eye is also to be pleased. In setting a table, therefore, 
the dishes should be placed with careful regularity, the plates at each side opposite each 
other. The room must be freshly aired, shaded in summer, and every possible sunbeam 
encouraged to enter in winter. 

The modern breakfast table is dainty in appearance, the linen, whatever its quality, 
immaculate. The dish of fruit or a few growing ferns occupies the centre. The tray with 
the coffee service, cups — each standing in its saucer if there be room, not piled up — 
and the plate of the lady of the house is at one end. A teaspoon in each saucer does 
away with the old-fashioned spoon-holder. 

At each place or 'cover' is a plate, dessertspoon, knife, and the forks that will be 
required, a freshly-filled glass of iced water, but without ice, and a small saltcellar at 
the left — unless large ones are at the four corners of the table. 

If bread-and-butter plates are used they are placed, with small silver knives upon 
them, at the left of the breakfast plate. Upon this the napkin is laid, simply folded. 
Napkin-rings are out of fashion. As fruit often forms the first course, sometimes finger 
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bowls are placed at the beginning of the meal — grapefruit or unhulled strawberries 
make their presence to be desired — otherwise they are used only at its close. 

As each soiled plate is removed with one hand a clean one is substituted by the 
other. When the hot plates have replaced those used for the fruit, the lady of the house 
will have poured the coffee. A cereal is usually served next, followed perhaps by eggs, 
fish, kidneys, or mince. 

No hot dishes are placed upon the tables of fashionable folk these days; everything 
is passed around. Those, however, who like old-time ways adhere to the custom of hav- 
ing the principal dishes placed before the master of the house to serve; others wait 
upon themselves, summoning assistance by a bell when needed. In winter steaming 
food upon the table has a suggestion of homely comfort, but in warm weather the 
newer way has its advantages. 

Dry toast is hidden in the folds of a napkin to keep it hot, as are also boiled eggs if eggcups 
are at each cover, or they are passed on a tray in the small eggcups. Dessertspoons are used 
for grapefruit, berries, and cereals. Smaller napkins are used for breakfast and luncheons. 

At luncheons the custom of using a bare table has been revived. Doilies which 
match the centerpiece are placed under the plates and principal dishes. Many, howev- 
er, prefer to use a tablecloth over a cover of thick canton flannel. 

The tea service is placed on the luncheon table except when many guests are present, and 
the lady of the house makes the tea; the water is supplied from a kettle over an alcohol lamp. 

If the 'good old-fashioned way' be followed, the bread, butter, cake, preserves, or 
fruit are placed on the table before the summons of the meal is given. A folded doily is 
interposed between the bread, cake, etc., and the plates containing them. The caster is 
relegated to the side table, its furnishings being less used than formerly. 

As has been said, it is the fashion to have no food on the table, but four small dish- 
es of pretty china, glass, or silver are placed around the formal centerpiece (a foot from 
it) containing small dainties, as, for instance, cakes or wafers, peppermints, prunes, 
maple sugar, preserved ginger, almonds, and raisins, etc. Smaller dishes of olives and 
radishes give a pretty touch to the table. 

Though we may prefer the old way when the family is alone, it has been found not 
only more attractive but also far easier to serve a meal in the newer mode; and when we 
have guests we welcome all that helps to make the service move smoothly. Each dish is 
passed around in turn, beginning at the right and left of the hostess alternately, and 
placed on the side table when not in use. No broken food or half-filled dishes are in sight. 
That which well-bred people accept today as the most ordinary and commonplace was 
once an innovation, challenged and demurred at by those who like accustomed ways. 

With this fashion has come that of providing little more than just enough — a hint 
from the frugal French, who deprecate anything that seems wasteful. 

A luncheon may begin with fruit and end with some simple sweet, or begin with 
bouillon (served in cups) and conclude with fruit — the intermediate courses being eggs 
or fish, one hot meat with a single vegetable, or a cold meat with a salad. The provi- 
sion of fewer courses is allowable. 

Afternoon tea is usually served at five o-clock, but the arrival of callers between the 
hours of four and six is the signal for offering, whether accepted or not. 

Some persons have their tea tables ready, set in their drawing or living rooms, 
requiring only to have the kettle filled and the cream and cakes or tiny cress, olive, or 
cucumber sandwiches brought in. Others follow the English custom and have every- 
thing brought in on a large tray and deposited upon the tea table. 

An informal assemblage of a few congenial spirits asked to meet and chat over a 
cup of tea is the simplest of feminine functions." 
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1907 News Fmture 

"A Better Chance for Children of the Slums," by Charles W. Eliot, 
President of Harvard University, The Outlook, August 10, 1907: 

Well-to-do people, having found it very difficult to bring up their children satisfactorily in 
closely built towns and cities, have invented two different means of securing a healthy life for 
them while at school. One means is the patronage of academies or schools situated in the 
country, but conducted by accomplished teachers who know how to provide for the intel- 
lectual and moral, as well as the physical, needs of children in their charge; hence the pros- 
perity of the partially endowed academies of New England, and of the more recent private 
country schools which provide board and lodging as well as instruction. The second means 
is the provision of day schools well-situated in the country, within easy reach of the city, so 
that the children can easily come out of their city homes to the country every morning, and 
return near the close of the afternoon. This is a comparatively recent invention used with sat- 
isfaction by parents who do not wish their children to be wholly separated from them. The 
families who use one or other of these two means are well-to-do, live in the cleanest and most 
wholesome parts of the crowded cities, and can provide their children at home with such 
facilities for out-of-door exercises as cities afford. 

The children of the slums need the fresh air and light of large open spaces much more 
than the well-to-do children, but the noisy, obscure and dirty streets of the poorest quarters 
of the city are their only resort. 

In the interest of these poor children, a Boston architect, Mr. J. Randolph Coolidge, has 
lately made to the Boston School Committee a new proposal with regard to the location of 
public school buildings. He suggests that grammar schoolhouses for the children who live in 
congested districts be placed on the edge of one or more of the city parks, and that the pupils 
be carried out to the schoolhouses so situated in the morning and brought home again at 
night in streetcars, at the public expense, five days in the week, so that on school days the 
children shall no longer play in the streets or study at home. 

There can be no doubt that this arrangement would be highly advantageous to the chil- 
dren who should be thus brought out from the slums five days in the week, and kept under 
supervision nine or 10 hours a day. They would have the adjoining park to play in, and each 
schoolhouse could be provided with a large yard and plenty of light and air. 



73 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



The 



Outlook 

Saturday, August 10. 1907 



A Better Chance for Children 
of the Slums 

By 



CHARLES W. ELIOT 

President of HtFvird University 



1W 



in 



Reception 

By FU CHI HAO 



America 

M.A. 



If it be assumed that the fathers and mothers in the slums 
will be willing, or more than willing, to have their children 
treated in this way, the only objection to this excellent pro- 
posal is that it would cost the city something more than 
the city now spends on these children. There would be 
two new items of expense: (1) the transportation of the 
children, and (2) the supervision of the children's play 
hours. If cars could be used running the opposite direction 
from that of the greatest traffic during the busiest hours, 
the transportation companies might make the children's 
fare very low and yet lose no money. The supervision of 
the play and study hours of the children would be a clear 
additional expense which would be different in different 
localities, but might easily cost $5,000 a year for each 
school of 1,000 children. These extra charges would be 
partially met by the interest on the difference in cost 
between a schoolhouse site in the heart of the city and a 
schoolhouse site taken on the comparatively cheap land of 
the suburb adjoining a large country park. This difference 
in cost would be very considerable in many American 
cities. About 40,000 square feet is the least suitable area 
for a schoolhouse to accommodate 1,000 children. Such 
an area might easily cost in Boston, for example, $50,000, 
whereas the same area opposite one of the large Boston or 
metropolitan parks might be procured for $5,000. The 
park sites would also have the advantage of being perma- 
nent, as well as thoroughly suitable in all respects. In the 
closely built parts of a city, the shifting of population so 
infrequently makes it necessary to sell an old site and pro- 
cure at great cost a new one. 
This plan is not applicable to young or delicate children, or to children whose services at 
home for part of the day are absolutely required. It is proposed for healthy children, not less 
than 10 years old, who are not required to work for their families in the afternoon. These 
country public schools should have facilities for exercise, occupation or games under cover 
in stormy weather; in good weather the children's games and exercise should take place in 
the open air, partly in the park and partly in the large schoolyard. It is not proposed to give 
away any food at the country schoolhouse. Food brought from home would be warmed, and 
food would be sold over a counter at cost. 

This proposal is certainly very attractive to the humanitarian, the sanitarian and the 
economist, for it would give the children of the slums a far better chance for a healthy and 
happy childhood, and for the future serviceableness at adult age. The general plan would 
have to be adapted in its details to each locality which should determine to try it, for the 
transportation problem would be different in different cities, and the cost of adequate super- 
vision would vary in different localities. The amount of money to be saved on the difference 
of cost between schoolhouse sites in the congested districts and sites near the parks would 
also vary widely in the different localities. It is an advantage of the plan that it can be tried 
with one schoolhouse at a time. That the method is strictly analogous to the methods being 
adopted by well-to-do people for the benefit of their children should additionally commend 
it to the democracy for trial. 



The Second Hague Conference 

By ELBERT F. BALDWIN 

Stiff Correspondent of The Outlook »t The Higue 

An Unprogressive Farm 

By ELIZABETH WOODBRIDGE 
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1909 Family Profile 



Rosi Knaust, a 23-year-old single, German woman, is employed as a chocolate dipper, 
where she works a 92V2-hour week during the busy Christmas season. She lives by her- 
self in Chicago, Illinois, a city coping with the crush of immigration during the past 
two decades. She is considered lucky to be such a skilled worker. 



Annual Income: $738.00 



Annual Budget 

The Chicago study provides no personal information about this worker. As a reference, 
the average per capita consumer expenditure in 1909 of all workers nationwide is: 



Auto Parts $0.59 

Auto Purchases $1.85 

Clothing $30.00 

Dentists $0.91 

Food $81.43 

Furniture $3.25 

Gas and Oil $1.36 

Health Insurance NR 

Housing $61.48 

Intercity Transport $2.97 

Local Transportation $5.12 

Personal Business $9.61 ^ 

Personal Care $2.88 «J\ "m* * ^7 

Physicians $3.24 \ Q pt \\W f ^7" 5 

Private Education and Research $4.59 j^ ^h|| _j^ 

Recreation $9.49 ^IjRPL^^ 

Religion/Welfare Activities $9.05 
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Telephone and Telegraph $1.00 

Tobacco $6.33 

Utilities $4.00 

Average Per Capita Consumption $318.42 

Life at Home 

• Rosi lives by herself in a tenement and shares a 
bathroom with four others. 

• Groceries she is likely to purchase include the 
following: 

Bread, homemade, per loaf $0.04 

Columbia family soap, 10 bars $0.40 

Crystal domino sugar, Two-Pound box . . . .$0.18 

Fancy dry picked turkeys, per Pound $0.19 

Fancy soft shell almonds, One Pound $0.21 

Florida head lettuce, three for $0.25 

Granulated yellow cornmeal, 10 Pounds . . .$0.19 
Hawaii sliced pineapple, 21/2-Pound can . .$0.23 

Honey washed figs, One-Pound box $0.25 

Jersey sweet potatoes, 10 Pounds $0.23 

Large black cherries, in syrup, per can . . . .$0.23 

Oranges, per Dozen $0.18 

Old-fashioned Japan tea, per Pound $0.37 

Wilbur's breakfast cocoa, One-Pound can . .$0.35 
Wisconsin June pears, per can $0.12 

Life at Work: The Chocolate Factory 

• A general depression nationwide exists in 1907-1908 
that disappears by 1909, increasing the demand for 
candy production during the Christmas season. 

• During the Christmas rush, normally from 
October 15 to December 15, Rosi works 921/2 
hours per week dipping cherries into chocolate. 

• According to her foreman, "The 1909 rush season 
began October 15 and from that time until 
Christmas it was necessary to make 40 days, or 
360 hours, extra time." 

• During the rush season, the factory opens at 6:30 
a.m., with an unpaid half-hour for lunch at noon 
and one half-hour for supper, closing at 9:00 p.m. 
for a work day of 131/2 hours. 

• When the foreman is asked if it is difficult to get 
the girls to begin work at 6:30 a.m., he says, "No, 
they like it; but it is hard to keep them at work 
Wednesday and Saturday nights." 

• On Wednesday nights, this working woman often 
brings her own lunch and then works through the 
supper half-hour so she can stop work early — by 
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8:30 p.m. rather than 9:00 p.m. Wednesday is the 
traditional night for workers to seek entertainment. 
The remainder of the year she works a 68- to 72- 
hour week, normally working six days a week. 
Unlike many workers of her day, she works year- 
round. She receives no paid vacations or paid sick 
leave. 

During the Christmas season, she makes $23.12 a 
week, or approximately $0.25 per hour. During the 
remainder of the year, she makes an average of 
$14.21 a week. Her pay is near the top of the scale 
among fellow workers; chocolate dipping is a pres- 
tigious position. 

Her wages are based on her piece rate production, 
not hours. At the time of the survey, she has 
worked in the candy factory for approximately 
eight years, since she was 15 years old. 

In 1909, 944 women work in eight Chicago candy factories, concentrated on the west 
side of the city. Approximately 194 of the women are younger than 16 years old. 
The candy factories operate year-round, six days a week, during the normal season. 
Workers average a 68-hour work week. 

The largest of the factories employs 293 women, including 83 women under the age 
of 16. The smallest of the factories employs 35 women. 

The prevailing system of payment is a piece-rate basis which encourages long 
hours. "During the summer months business is very dull," the foreman says. "The 
girls work at times only three or four days a week. They have always counted upon 
making up this summer's loss during the Christmas rush." 

Rosi's factory is sanitary, although it only has two toilets for 200 female workers. 
It is not recorded how often the bathrooms are cleaned. The majority of the choco- 
late dipper's work can be done while sitting and sometimes standing. 
The per capita consumption of candy in 1880 was 2.2 pounds; by 1914 the per 
capita consumption is 5.6 pounds. 

Types of candy produced in the candy factories include stick and hard candies, 
cough drops, lozenges, licorice, gumdrops, caramels, popcorn, and fancy novelties. 
Other jobs in the candy making industry and representative average weekly pay 
during the normal season are: packer, $7.00; bonbon roller, $5.50; lozenge cutter, 
$8.00; cornball maker, $4.50. 

The candy industry started on the East Coast but quickly fans out across the coun- 
try. Since the basic ingredients are dairy products, Chicago becomes a natural hub 
for candy making and candy bars in particular. 

Chicago has 1,000 Greek-owned candy stores in 1906. The candy industry is a 
mainstay of the large Greek community. From 1904 to 1909 the number of Greeks 
in Chicago doubles from 7,500 to 15,000 — "12,000 of whom came and went 
according to their work in the city or on the railroad lines in states further west. As 
the Greeks became more numerous on the West Side, they invaded the Italian sec- 
tion, gradually displacing Italians from the area." 

The factories are primarily located on the West Side of Chicago. According to an 
early observer of Greek immigration to the United States, the district becomes more 
typically Greek than some sections of Athens. "Practically all stores bear signs in 
both Greek and English, cook houses flourish on every corner, in the dark little 




The elevated rail system linked the factory worker to the factory. 
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Cald edges. 50c. per pack. 
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grocery stores one sees black olives, dried ink-fish, tomato paste, and all the queer, 
nameless roots and condiments which are so familiar in Greece." 
Rigid tradition forbids Greek women from entrance into the labor market, especial- 
ly after marriage. If they work it is usually in industries which also employ Polish, 
Bohemian, Russian, and Italian women. To be a domestic is frowned upon. Greek 
men consider it a disgrace to have a wife or a sister working outside the home. 
In 1908, the Russell Sage Foundation surveys the confectionery manufacturing indus- 
try in Pittsburgh to determine the conditions for workers. They find that candy must 
be protected from the smoke which makes the city picturesque to a non-resident. 
Yet the means adopted to protect the product from outside impurities involve seri- 
ous harm to the workers. The atmosphere is cloudy from boiling kettles and cool- 
ing candies; the need for fresh air is urgent. Some of the small workrooms are well 
kept and well aired, it is true, but the type of room most in evidence is steamy, dark, 
and narrow, with windows tightly closed. 



"Conversation with German Workers in Chicago," 
by Alfred Rolb, 1909: 

"Whoever isn't just a bag of rags will make something of himself here. 
That's why I came over (from Germany). You say that wages are better 
here. You might just be right. But what're you worrying about wages for: 
you've got to become your own boss if you want to get on. But those 
days are over in America. I tried it myself a couple of times. The last time 
as an innkeeper. Me and my late wife, we'd saved ourselves a nice little 
sum. Within a year everything was gone. No, you can forget it nowa- 
days; for everyone who gets rich, there are ten who go broke. And it's 
getting worse every year. For the Yankees who were present, this sort of 
thing was grist for their mills. 'And whose fault is it, anyway that it's get- 
ting worse and worse?' They shouted, 'Who else if not the quarter mil- 
lion European starvelings who come over every year and take up all the 
jobs. High time for some sort of law against this rabble. Stay home, why 
don't you, we don't need you. You work like snails anyway.'" 
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The survey says, "It has long been declared that men make the best cooks. In recur- 
ring instances, when cooking is for a critical public, and not for an indulgent home, 
some rule of survival selects the undomestic sex to do the work." The wholesale 
making of candy is no exception. Men are the cooks, the makers. 
Men preside over the open furnaces where the chocolate is melted and the caramel is 
prepared. They are responsible for baking the peanuts; they have entire charge of the 
hard candy making, with all its wonderful possible variations of peppermint canes, 
round kisses with red stars in the middle, suckers, and chips in green, white, and red. 
The wrappers twine waxed paper around the peppermint canes, and twist the 
peanut kisses with a little rosette at each end. There are nine girls to handle the out- 
put of three furnaces; they work here by the week, because the kinds of candy 
change so frequently that at piece rates they would not be able to make anything. 
Half of them are laid off in February, but in March the sudden popularity of peanut 
kisses brings in so many orders that the wrappers have to work overtime every 
night for three weeks. 

Separated by piles of boxes and cases of stock are six chocolate dippers, two of 
them experts. Their work is more nearly a trade than that of the other girls, and 
they are respected accordingly. 

One woman, who has been employed at teaching new girls in factories from Boston 
to Denver, says, "You can't just teach a dipper. A girl's got to have a natural talent 
for it or she'll never succeed. It's like millinery, an art that you're born with." 
The chocolate dippers sit at a table with pans of hot melted stuff in front of them. 
Each girl has a mixing board, beside her a square of waxed paper, indicating where 
the chips are to be put, and how many each paper is to hold. Taking the chip in her 
left hand, she dips first the top and then the bottom of the chocolate, and with her 
right hand puts it on the waxed paper and finishes by a ridge or other decoration. 
She is paid by the hundred pounds. 

The packer takes the waxed sheets of chips from the table, and puts up the candy in 
half-pound boxes, crediting each dipper with her amount. The two expert dippers 
can usually turn out 100 pounds a day, which means a total pay of $9.00 a week. 
Cleanliness in candy factories is recognized as axiomatic. But sufficient air, pure air, 
circulation of air, are essentials to health which are not axiomatic, and the absence 
of which is met with at every hand. 
In the dipping department the air is changed at fre- 
quent intervals and artificially cooled to about 60 
degrees, so the chocolate will be kept at the right heat. 
The emphasis is on quality of output. There are nei- 
ther fines for bad work, nor rate cutting if the girls 
make too much. Instead, the rates are in many cases 
a little better than those of the other factories, the 
attitude of the managers is a little more liberal, and 
the result is the retention of the best candy makers 
in the Pittsburgh trade. 

Concerning wages in the candy industry, the 
Pittsburgh study finds "The wage basis for both the 
packers and the miscellaneous hands is on the 
whole the same, and that same is extremely low. Of 
the 526 girls in the two departments, only 21 are 
earning $7.00 a week; the majority earn about 
$4.00 to $5.00." 



"Pessimism and the 
Labor Movement," 1908: 

"Complaints concerning the human 
resources at our disposal are, when consid- 
ered reasonably, completely unfounded. 
Whoever shares our view of the world must 
know that the people living today, coming 
out of society utterly consumed by egoism 
and ground up, as it were, between the 
grindstones of master and slave, have no 
choice but to be the way they are." 
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Chicago Tribune, December 1, 1909: 

"More than 100 additional women tailors yesterday joined the strikers 
of that craft making a total of 500 men and women involved. At a meet- 
ing of strikers at 10 South Clark Street, officers of the Union charged the 
employers with breaking contracts made with the employees six weeks 
ago. The contracts called for an eight-hour day and pay at the rate of 
time and a half of overtime. A joint committee of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor, including billposters, stage employees, scene painters, and 
musicians, will deliver an ultimatum to Chicago theater managers on 
Thursday unless a favorable answer is received by the time relative to the 
demands of the striking billposters." 
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• Among the dippers, however, we may expect to find a different situation. Here, we 
have seen that real skill is needed, or if not skill, a knack that everyone does not 
possess. Sometimes a girl can learn to dip in two weeks; for others, it will take six 
months, and there are some who never learn. The chocolate curls, hearts, and 
bands on top of creams are marks of hand-dipped work, and it is the prize of a 
good dipper to make exact decorations on piece after piece, gauging each time the 
right amount of chocolate. 

• If the chocolate itself is either too hot or too cold, it cannot be used, and if when 
dipped, one hot streak will be left on the outside of the chocolate, it will not dry 
and the piece will be worthless. The dipper must keep adding hot chocolate to her 
board from the steam-heated pan on the table to keep it at the right working tem- 
perature; moreover, she must see to it that the air in the workroom is dry, or the 
chocolate will be sticky and cannot be worked easily. The responsibility is on the 
dippers themselves to keep their windows closed most of the time. 

Life in the Community: Chicago, Illinois 

• The population of Chicago stands at three million people in 1910, over 70 percent 
of whom are foreign-born or the children of foreign-born parents. "It is a veritable 
babel of languages," a Frenchman observes. "It would seem as if all the millions of 
human beings disembarking year by year upon the shores of the United States are 
unconsciously drawn to make this place their headquarters." 

• Chicago attracts worldwide attention as the nation's leading railroad center. The elevat- 
ed rail system efficiently links the working class to factories in different parts of the city. 

• The commercial center buildings are particularly remarkable because they are all 
brick, stone, and concrete, the consequence of a city ordinance passed in the wake 
of the great Chicago fire of 1871. 

• The rise of activity — professional and recreational — among women drives the 
demand in 1909 for simplified clothes. Working women, particularly in cities, are a 
prominent part of the consumer culture fostered by women's magazines and those 
who advertise in them. This growing work force hopes to use their earnings to cre- 
ate lives for themselves that resemble those they read about in magazines and books. 
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In the nineteenth century there was a marked difference between the dress of work- 
ing class women and that of women in the upper class. By the 1910s, however, the 
key difference between the clothing of the well off and that of the working class was 
quality, not design. Mass-produced versions of the latest styles in clothing and dress 
are increasingly available and affordable. Where a middle-class woman could wear 
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1900-1909 



Chicago Tribune, 
December 5, 1909: 

"The greatest general one-day prohibition campaign in the history of the 
country will be waged in Chicago today when delegates and prominent 
temperance workers in at the annual conference and on convention of 
the National Anti-Saloon League will make prohibition addresses in 159 
churches in Chicago and her suburban towns." 



a fancy dress made of white linen with lace inserts, a working class woman could 
afford a simpler cotton version that, to the casual observer, looked much the same. 
The empire line is incorporated into the S-curve silhouette in women's dresses, which 
are still one piece but now have slightly raised waistlines and long, sweeping trains. 
The American Ladies Tailors Association exhibition in New York highlights the "suffra- 
gette suit," designed in protest against heavy, impractical skirts. It features a jacket with 
many pockets and a separated skirt with creases and 
cuffs like those of men's trousers. 
Marshall Fields, Chicago's leading department 
store, encourages workers of all ethnic and eco- 
nomic stations to visit the store. Store rules distrib- 
uted to the store's salespeople stipulate that they be 
"polite and attentive to rich and poor alike." 
Despite this egalitarian attitude, department stores 
reinforce the notions of bourgeois good taste and 
propriety, emphasizing the correct clothes for each 
occasion. 

By 1909, silent movies become a mass medium and 
exhibition sites spring up everywhere. There are 
10,000 "nickelodeon" or moving picture theatres 
in America this year, most of which are basically 
converted street-front stores. 

Early movie houses display an atmosphere of 
warm informality. Audiences often take part in the 
show, applauding and making comments about the 
actions or characters on-screen. Most films are 
often less than 10 minutes and often accompanied 
by music or sound effects, and sometimes a run- 
ning commentary to help explain the lots. 
Among working class workers, activities such as 
amusement parks, movie theatres, dance halls, fra- 
ternal orders, skating rinks, and spectator sports 
become popular in the first decade of the 1900s. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1909 



D.W. Griffith featured 16-year-old Mary Pickford in his films; the former Gladys 

Smith made $40.00 a week starring in silent movies 

20,000 members of Ladies Waist Maker's Union staged a three-month strike; they 

won most of their demands 

A tobacconist convention that year protested the automobile; they were concerned 

that it would lure people away from homes and clubs and smoking would be 

diminished 

The Sixteenth Amendment to the Constitution, authorizing income taxes, was 

passed by Congress 

More than 25 miners were killed in an explosion at the Saint Paul Mine in Cherry, 

Illinois 

Chicago's Jane Addams, founder of Hull House, ended her term as appointed member 

of the Chicago Board of Education, where she had lobbied for compulsory education 

and laws to end child labor 

By 1911, Milton Hershey, the father of the modern candy industry, had sales of $5 million 

a year making almond bars, kisses, and chocolate cigars 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People was founded by 

W.E.B. DuBois, Chicago reformer Jane Addams, Mary W. Ovington, and others 

The International Ladies' Garment Worker's Union called a strike to protest poor 

working conditions and low wages 

The Kansas attorney general rules that women may wear trousers 

Western women began to wear V-neck shirts, which some condemned as immoral 

The U.S. Congress passed the Mann White Slave Traffic Act to prohibit interstate 

and foreign transport of females for immoral purposes 

The U.S. Senate heard a resolution to abolish sex discrimination in the Constitution 
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1910-1919 

The second decade of the century marked a dramatically changed role for 
women. In the early days of the decade, energized middle-class women set out 
to right the wrongs of America, calling to the nation's attention the need for bet- 
ter hygiene, public parks, safe working conditions for children and a better edu- 
cation system. By the end of the decade, women were accepting traditionally 
male jobs in business, factories, farms and industry so that America's men could 
fight in "the war to end all wars." As a result, million of dollars were poured into 
libraries, parks and literacy classes designed to uplift the immigrant masses 
flooding American shores. Laws supported by women were passed to limit child 
labor. Welfare leagues were created. Across America, women began to gain a 
sense of power and place as they gathered to fight for the right to vote or cam- 
paign against the drinking of liquor. The decade spawned new discussions about 
the role of women in law, medicine and academia, although only a few were 
allowed through those doors. 

Immigration continued at a pace of one million annually in the first four years 
of the decade. Between 1910 and 1913, some 11 million immigrants — an all- 
time record — entered the United States. The wages of unskilled workers fell, 
but the number of jobs expanded dramatically. Manufacturing employment rose 
by 3.3 million, or close to six percent in a year during the period. At the same 
time, earnings of skilled workers rose substantially and resulted in a backlash 
focused on protecting American workers' jobs. As a result, a series of anti-immi- 
gration laws was passed culminating in 1917 with permanent bars to the free 
flow of immigrants into the United States. From the beginning of World War I 
until 1919, the number of new immigrants fell sharply while the war effort was 
demanding more and more workers. As a result, wages for low-skilled work rose 
rapidly, forcing the managerial class — often represented by the middle class — 
to find new and more streamlined ways to get the jobs done — often by employ- 
ing less labor or more technology. 

In the midst of these dynamics, the Progressive Movement, largely a product 
of the rising middle class, began to shape the decade, raising questions about 
work safety, the rights of individuals, the need for clean air and fewer work 
hours. It was a people's movement that grasped the immediate impact of linking 
the media to its cause. The results were significant and widespread. South 
Carolina prohibited the employment of children under 12 in mines, factories, 
and textile mills; Delaware began to frame employer's liability laws; the direct 
election of U.S. senators was approved; and nationwide communities argued 
loudly over the right and ability of women to vote and the need and lawfulness 
of alcohol consumption. 

During the decade, motorized tractors changed the lives of farmers, and elec- 
tricity extended the day of urban dwellers. Powered trolley cars, vacuum clean- 
ers, hair dryers, and electric ranges moved onto the modern scene. Wireless 
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communications bridged San Francisco to New York and New York to Paris; in 
1915, the Bell system alone operated six million telephones, which were con- 
sidered essential in most middle class homes as the decade drew to a close. As 
the sale of parlor pianos hit a new high, more than two billion copies of sheet 
music were sold as ragtime neared its peak. Thousands of Bibles were placed in 
hotel bedrooms by the Gideon Organization of Christian Commercial Travelers, 
reflecting both the emerging role of the traveling "drummer" or salesman and 
the evangelical nature of the Progressive Movement. 

Yet in the midst of blazing prosperity, the nation was changing too rapidly for 
many — demographically, economically, and morally. Divorce was on the rise. 
One in 12 marriages ended in divorce in 1911, compared with one in 85 only 
six years earlier. The discovery of a quick treatment for syphilis was hailed as 
both a miracle and an enticement to sin. As the technology and sophistication 
of silent movies improved yearly, the Missouri Christian Endeavor Society tried 
to ban films that included any kissing. At the same time, the rapidly expanding 
economy, largely without government regulation, began producing marked 
inequities of wealth — affluence for the few and hardship for the many. The aver- 
age salary of $750 a year was rising, but not fast enough for many. 

But one of the biggest stories was America's unabashed love affair with the 
automobile. By 1916, the Model T cost less than half its 1908 price, and nearly 
everyone dreamed of owning a car. Movies were also maturing during the period, 
growing rapidly as an essential entertainment for the poor. Some 25 percent of 
the population, including many newly arrived immigrants, went weekly to the 
nickelodeon to marvel at the exploits of Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford, and 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. — each drawing big salaries in the silent days of movies. 

The second half of the decade was marked by the Great War, later to be 
known as the First World War. Worldwide, it cost more than nine million lives 
and swept away four empires — the German, the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian, 
and the Ottoman — and with them the traditional aristocratic style of leadership 
in Europe. It bled the treasuries of Europe dry and brought the United States 
forward as the richest country in the world. 

When the war broke out in Europe, American exports were required to sup- 
port the Allied war effort, driving the well-oiled American industrial engine into 
high gear. Then, when America's intervention in 1917 required the drafting of 
two million men, women were given their first taste of economic independence. 
Millions stepped forward to produce the materials needed by a nation. As a 
result, when the men came back from Europe, America was a changed place for 
both the well-traveled soldier and the newly trained female worker. Each had 
acquired an expanded view of the world. Yet women possessed full suffrage in 
only Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, and Idaho. 

The war forced Americans to confront one more important transformation. 
The United States had become a full participant in the world economy; tariffs 
on imported goods were reduced and exports reached all-time highs in 1919, 
further stimulating the American economy. 
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1910 News Feature 



"Bora and Reared in Battle: The Impact of the Ladies' Shirtwaist Makers' 
Strike of 1909 and the Ladies' 'Cloakmakers' Strike of 1910," 
by B. Hoffman, New Post, 1929: 

At the time the ladies' waistmakers went out on strike (in 1909), the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers Union actually existed in name only. But when the strike of 
the cloakmakers was declared (in 1910), the ILGWU had not only an office, but mem- 
bers. When the strike of the ladies' waistmakers ended, the ILGWU could boast of 
some twenty thousand members. 

But while giving the ladies full credit for having laid the foundation of the ILGWU, 
it must be stated that the ILGWU became great and famous only after it had brought 
to a close the long and difficult strike of the cloakmakers in 1910. 

The difference between the two strikes, though their causes were the same, was very 
great. The strike of the girls in the waist and dress industry was not regarded by the 
public as an ordinary conflict between capital and labor. In the strike of the girls, a 
great part was played by what may be called the social conscience. Ladies of the high- 
est social circles threw themselves into the strike; the League for Woman's Suffrage was 
active in it, and the press, at least a considerable part of it, was outspokenly in sym- 
pathy with the girl strikers. Even newspapers who in case of a strike were wont to be 
on the side of capital and against labor, were, in the strike of the ladies' waistmakers, 
not so openly hostile to the strikers. 

It was quite otherwise in the case of the cloakmakers' strike. In this case the con- 
flict took on harsher forms. The "social conscience," apparently, had been appeased by 
the victory of the striking girls in the ladies' waist industry and resumed its peaceful 
slumber. The benevolent and philanthropic ladies of high society withdrew to their 
mansions during the cloakmakers' strike, while the press abandoned the friendly tone 
it had assumed toward the strike of the waistmakers. The cloakmakers' strike was a 
pure conflict between capital and labor. The line was sharply drawn, and the battle was 
one of considerable magnitude. Fifty thousand cloakmakers — some say sixty thou- 
sand — went out on strike. 

What were the causes of that great revolt of the cloakmakers? There were causes 
aplenty. Long hours of work — 65, 70, and often even 80 and 90 hours a week; the 
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cloakmakers would come to the shops at five o'clock in the 
morning and work till midnight. A starvation wage of fif- 
teen dollars a week, of ten dollars and even less; twenty dol- 
lars a week was considered a whole lot. Operators had to 
supply their own machines, their own cotton, their own 
needles, and had to pay various fines. I do not want to paint 
here a picture of how the cloakmakers then worked, lived, 
and were treated by their bosses. Suffice it to say that the 
sweatshop in the worst imaginable reigned supreme. 

And it does not matter whether the shop was located in a 
small and rear bedroom or in a large, spacious front room. It 
is the conditions of work, the enormously long hours, the 
starvation wages, the brutal treatment, that mark the sweat- 
shop. A wage worker does not even need a rich imagination 
to realize the hell in which the waistmakers, the cloakmakers, 
and the other garment workers then lived. And when they 
could stand it no longer, they revolted. The only question is: 
How were they able to endure it so long? Why did they not 
revolt sooner? This question calls for an answer. 

The workers of the garment industry at the time were 
with few exceptions immigrants, most of whom had not 
been long in this country. A large number of them had not 
been workmen in the old country. They became workmen 
only after their arrival in America. And even those who had been workers back in the 
old country had for the most part been artisans who either worked for themselves or 
even employed help. Their psychology was not that of a factory worker. It was very 
easy occasionally to get them to strike for higher wages and shorter hours, but it was 
impossible to keep them organized in a union. There was not yet developed in them 
that sense of collective effort which is essential to maintain a union. 

But this state of affairs began to change for the better with the great stream of 
immigration which poured into this country from Russia, Poland, and Lithuania dur- 
ing and following the Russian Revolution of 1905. A great many of these newcomers 
had already belonged to labor organizations in the old country. These organizations 
had at first been secret and illegal; afterward they became public and semilegal. 

In this respect, the famous Jewish organization known as the "Bund" of Russia, 
Poland, and Lithuania exerted an enormously great educational influence. A consider- 
able number of the newcomers had received from the "Bund" a certain training, both 
political and trade-unionist, and all of them were of a revolutionary bent. (At that time 
every decent person in Russia was more or less in a revolutionary frame of mind.) Now 
this element constituted excellent material not only for strikes, but also for the organ- 
ization of unions. It had one great defect, however. In their first years in America, these 
immigrants felt wholly alien and for the most part looked upon themselves as tempo- 
rary sojourners, as mere visitors. 

At this juncture, there suddenly broke out the great economic crisis of 1907 with 
its disastrous consequences. Everything we tried to build up till then was wiped out by 
the panic. Only after the crisis passed away did it become possible to build anew, and 
then everything progressed swiftly. In the course of two or three years there arose an 
excellent fighting army among the waistmakers and cloakmakers, and the great revo- 
lution in the ladies' garment industry was effected. 
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1911 Profile 



Sirvat Keghi, a 23 -year-old Armenian woman, came to America a year ago 
to escape Turkish oppression; she works 10 hours a day, six days week at 
Ferris Industries in Madison, New York, as a core maker in a metal 
fabricating foundry. Her annual income is $422.50. 



Life at Home 

Two years ago, Armenian Sirvat Keghi fled Turkey, which was part 

of the Ottoman Empire, to escape the Muslim-led purges and killings 

that were erupting across Turkey against Christians and Jews. 

The widespread attacks on the Armenians started in the 1870s during 

the Russo-Turkish war and sporadically continued ever since. 

Sirvat lived in Adana, Turkey, before fleeing first to Greece and then to 

America, with the financial help of her uncle. 

Her mother was a strong, energetic, and powerful country woman, her 

father a successful merchant skilled at harvesting and selling the gum used in 

making opium. 

Sirvat's mother was gifted with her hands and known for her ability to make a 

traditional Armenian poppy seed butter known as khashkash. 

When home from his travels, Sirvat's father loved to be with his two daughters and 

play a small instrument called the saz. 

Along with thousands of Armenians, Sirvat's parents hoped that the Russian 

Revolution of 1905 would allow them to finally gain their freedom. 

When they, along with Sirvat's sister, were murdered by the Turks, all hope of peace 

vanished; Sirvat felt that her only choice was to go to America. 

A revolution in Turkey led by the Young Turks allowed many Armenians the 

chance to emigrate when the travel ban was lifted. 

Sirvat took the opportunity to emigrate to Greece. 

As she was leaving the country — frantic to board a ship to Greece — she accidentally 

bumped into a Turkish man, whose only words were, "Hurrying comes from the 

devil, patience comes from Allah." 




Sirvat fled Turkey in 1909 to 
escape Turkish oppression. 
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The phrase frightened her, and was a further sign that she must leave immediately. 
Just after she escaped, another massacre was unleashed which killed nearly 20,000 
Armenians, including the rest of her extended family in Turkey. 
In Greece, one of the countries willing to accept Armenian refugees, she found 
work in a shoe factory. 

To get the job, she had to deny that she was Armenian and pretend to be Greek. 
For months, she spoke little to anyone, especially her coworkers, until she had mas- 
tered the new language. 

While in Greece, much emphasis was placed on the need to be married; twice, her 
aunt attempted to arrange a marriage for her. 

Fifteen or sixteen is the traditional age of marriage; nearly always, the parents are 
involved in selecting their child's marriage partner. 

Her aunt — now that Sirvat was an orphan — felt it her duty to make proper 
arrangements. 

Because both of the prospective grooms were Greek, not Armenian, Sirvat was allowed 
to say "no" — a freedom she would not have been allowed if her mother were alive. 
An uncle who worked at Ferris Industries in Madison County, New York, came to the 
rescue; there were jobs available for women in the core room of his factory, he wrote. 
To make emigration possible, he bought steamship passage for Sirvat for $26.00. 
Over half of all immigrants in the early 1900s came to the United States with pre- 
paid tickets supplied by relatives already in America. 
Across Europe, steamship companies competed for immigrant business. 
The Hamburg-Amerika Line alone employed 3,200 American agencies throughout 
Europe. 

Currently, 96 percent of American immigrants arrive by steamship. 
The steamship took 10 days to traverse the Atlantic, down from the six weeks of 
constant seasickness-plagued travel that Sirvat's uncle suffered during his flight to 
America in the 1890s. 

Her uncle had always planned to return someday, but the memory of the seasick- 
ness and the humiliation at Ellis Island have kept him in the United States; more- 
over, there is no one left in his family to visit. 

"Sirvat," her uncle warned in a letter, "the streets of America are not only not 
paved with gold, many are unpaved and looking for Armenians to cover them in 
poor grade gravel!" 



Full Page Newspaper Advertisement by the St. Raphael Society 

for the protection of Ruthenian emigrants from 

Galicia and Rukovyna, 1911: 

Dear Countrymen! Do not forsake your homeland for always! When fate 
forces you to emigrate, at least, don't sell your lands, so that you will 
leave something to come back to. Go for the sake of making money. Be 
thrifty and don't lose your savings on drinking. Return with the money 
earned and use it to improve your farms/households." 
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"What Girls Ask, an Attempt to Unravel Some of the Perplexities That Come to Girls in 
Their Relation to the Other Sex," by Laura Hathaway, The Ladies' 1 Home Journal, 

April 15, 1911: 



Misunderstandings are always likely to occur, 
and in love affairs — as in other conditions of 
life — the only way to handle them is to make 
them right as soon as possible. 

The Way an Older Woman Can Help 

Dear Mrs. Hathaway: 

Please answer this question as soon as you can, 
as it is a most important crisis in my life and 
I don't want to do anything now which I will 
regret afterward. 

I have had a misunderstanding with one who 
is very dear to me, but he does not know it. We 
have been going together for about a year, and 
I feel sure he would have soon spoken if it were 
not for people who have come between us. 
Someone has misrepresented me to him, and 
now he is sailing for Europe very soon. Unless 
I see him, all will be over between us. I cannot 
make up my mind to go to him, and yet, if he 
sails away so far without understanding me 
rightly, it will break my heart. Please advise me. 

—Alice M. 

I see your point and appreciate the situation. It 
is quite true that people have been parted forever 
unnecessarily, and that possible happy mar- 
riages have been prevented by just such an acci- 
dent as you describe. Of course, if you had been 
his promised wife, the right thing for you to do 
would have been to write him a special letter 
suggesting an interview. But since he has never 
revealed his feelings to you, definitely it would 
be the worst move on your part to take them for 
granted. There is nothing, if you ask me, that 
you can do personally. But that is not to say 
that nothing can be done by someone else to 
straighten out this unhappy tangle. Young 



people in our country are apt to ignore the fact 
that there are older people who can help them. 
They forget that every girl's love affair only 
repeats, in a way, her mother's love affair. 

I am afraid that some mothers forget it, too, 
and do not preserve the confidence of their 
daughters in these close-to-the-heart matters. 
Your mother, if you have one, can act in this 
case with the most perfect propriety. Indeed, she 
has the right to. No young man could resent a 
call from a woman at whose house he had been 
received on a friendly footing. She can find what 
the difficulty is; she can instinctively reach his 
state of mind. 

If you have no mother, then it should be an 
aunt, an older sister or a friend much older than 
yourself. 

High-School Boys and Girls 

I select this letter from more nearly like it, and 
in answering it I wish to write strongly what is 
in my mind upon this subject. I hope I shall not 
be prosy because I want every girl who reads 
this page to know what I, as well as many other 
persons whose opinions she would value, think 
about it. 

Dear Mrs. Hathaway: 

The boys that go to our high school are, most of 
them, rather common, not the kind a nice girl 
wants to go with. There are a few that we could 
have such a good time with if they were the sort 
that care for a good time. But these don't seem 
to care anything about girls' society. We ask 
them to call but they don't come. The girls of 
our set think you might write to us and tell us 
what you think of it. Please don't give my name. 

— M.F.R. 
(continued) 
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(continued) 

This situation is one which is often found in the 

high schools all over the country. It is one thing 

which makes people object to coeducational 

schools. 

To begin with, I want to call your attention 
to that side of it which most strongly concerns a 
girl personally. You and your friends are right. 
I certainly have a good many thoughts on the 
matter, but I am not sure you would hear them 
explicitly. You see, you have not written as fully 
as you might and thus I am forced into guessing. 
If I guess wrong, do not blame me. 

One of the things which my intimate knowl- 
edge of boys and boy nature has taught me is 
that they hold in unspeakable scorn the girl who 
"makes up to them." If any girl who has ever 
made advances toward a boy could hear the 
tone in which he tells his mother, as he says, 
"Oh, she makes me so tired!" she would resolve 
that never, never as long as she lived would she 
do it again. Moreover, the remembrance of what 
she has done will trouble her when she is an old 
woman, so clear-cut do these problems become 



in later life. Conversely, that same listening girl 
would learn another valuable lesson to add to 
her first one, could she hear the reverent tone 
with which that same young man speaks of a 
girl of whom he is beginning to think seriously, 
when he says: "I tell you, Mother, the fellows 
have to stand back from her! She won't have 
any nonsense. You don't get things out of her 
without asking pretty hard." 

Believe me, there is nothing gained by the 
tactics you have referred to. Not only that, but 
everything you most wish for is also lost. 

Girls underestimate the intrinsic attraction 
they have for the other sex. A pretty girl — no, let 
me modify that, for all girls are not pretty — a 
bright girl who dresses becomingly, does her 
hair well, makes the most of her good points, 
has nice manners and is frankly in for a good 
time, is attractive whether she knows it or not. 
But if she spoils it all by reaching out for what 
should come to her naturally, who can wonder 
if men say, "I don't care to be very much in that 
girl's society"? 




Twenty-two-year-old Sirvat arrived in Madison in 1910 in time for the 
expansion of Ferris Industries, a maker of farm equipment. 
Except for her uncle, she knows no one; she speaks no English, writes 
Armenian poorly and is still in mourning that her family — and virtu- 
ally her entire town in Turkey — has been eliminated. 
She can no longer remember the faces of friends or the last sermon she 
heard before she fled, only the sorrow in the priest's voice that he was 
unable to suppress. 

Sirvat and her uncle are both hoping to save enough money and wait 
for conditions to improve in Turkey so they may return; in the mean- 
time, he is also considering opening a grocery store so he can stop 
working for others and be his own boss. 

They live very frugally and have a one-room apartment; Sirvat saves 
about two dollars a week of her salary. 

She knows that at 23 she needs to marry, but she wants to experience the 
schooling she lost during the fighting and be a modern, educated woman. 
Since arriving, Sirvat has dreamed of taking classes at nearby 
Cazenovia Seminary, which graduates two or three women every year. 
A community of Armenians is growing in the area; maybe, she prays, 
one day things will be right. 
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"The Immigrant and the Farm, An 

experiment showing why the immigrant 

does not move from the crowded city into 

the open country, and suggesting some 

ways of remedying the conditions which 

hem him in," by Nan Mashek, 

The World To-Day, February 1911: 

Every year nearly 800,000 immigrants come to 
America. We have no accurate figures to show 
their distribution over the country, but one has 
only to see the growing foreign population in our 
larger communities to realize that the trend is 
enormously toward the city. The question is 
often impatiently asked of us, why will these for- 
eigners flock to the city to trouble us with their 
clamor for work when they might live in peace 
and plenty in the country? Why do they leave 
their own country at all if they cannot, when 
they come here, go where their labor is needed? 

The solution of this problem by the sending 
of men into the country has become a tenet of 
our national belief. It has so simple and elemen- 
tal an air that it naturally invites confidence. But 
the proof of a remedy being, after all, in the 
application of it, we look for some test upon 
which to rest our belief. 

The experiment with which this article deals is 
offered as a small but practical test, a contribution 
to the greater remedies which it is to be hoped will 
be applied as the country becomes more and more 
sympathetically aware of the immigrant and more 
and more interested in our agricultural progress. It 
was made at the University of Chicago Settlement 
in the Polish-Slovak neighborhood in back of the 
stockyards, and had for its open fields the farms of 
Wisconsin and Illinois. 

The packing industries of Chicago employ a 
large number of men taken on in the yards, and 
the length of their working day depends on the 
number of cattle and hogs and sheep to be 
killed on that day. The men taken on thus irreg- 
ularly often earn less than $6 a week, working 
at the rate of from $0.15 to $0.20 an hour. 




With board and room at from $12 to $16 a 
month, this is not a living wage even for a sin- 
gle man, though many families are compelled to 
exist on it. It was these casual laborers, dissat- 
isfied with their wages and searching during 
their enforced leisure for better pay, that the 
experiment attempted to test as to their 
response to the farm idea. 

That a scarcity of labor existed in the coun- 
try was well-known, but in order to have a 
working basis, it was necessary to secure the 
offer of definite jobs on definite farms. To this 
end advertisements, stating that young Polish 
men wished work as farm hands, were placed in 
two Wisconsin farm journals. The advertise- 
ments were allowed to run for six issues, bring- 
ing at the end of two months 144 answers of 
inquiry. Reply was made to 100 of these 
inquiries, explaining the men were too poorly 
paid to have saved money and that it would 
therefore be necessary to advance railroad fare. 
Of the 100 farmers, thus appealed to, 44 
responded enclosing the amount necessary. 

In the meantime the settlement residents, 
through their natural entrance into the neigh- 
borhood homes, were able to make known that 
there were farm jobs to be had at good wages. 
One thousand dodgers in Polish were distrib- 
uted among the men, advertising farm work in 
Wisconsin and Illinois at $25 a month .... To 
these various methods of advertising there were 
89 responses. Of the 89, 28 accepted the jobs 
offered and were sent to 28 of the 44 farmers 
who had advanced fare. 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

Now what deductions can safely be made 
from these figures? They show unquestionably 
that the farmer needs help and is on the alert for 
any means of supplying it. They show a surpris- 
ing response on the part of the foreigner. They 
show that this response falls short of its original 
intention, and point to the fact that there are 
forces working against the farm which we must 
control if we would direct the immigrant tide. 

Theoretically, the problem of connecting this 
demand with its supply is simple. There is work 
to do and men to do it. It remains only to let the 
two find each other. Actually, the situation, 
interrelated as it is with human and economic 
problems, has a much more difficult solution. 
As a basic factor in this situation, we may lay 
down the truth that labor travels along beaten 
paths. New paths of labor are as hard to estab- 
lish as new tracks of commerce .... 

There are many objections to farm life itself, 
which it would still be difficult for the immi- 
grant to overlook. Chief among these is the 
absolute change in the mode of life. Granting 
that the great mass of our immigration comes 
from the rural districts of Europe and therefore 
adapts itself readily to the open country, there 
are still a great many differences between for- 
eign and American farm life. European farmers 
live in villages, each village having its school, its 
church and its well-established social life, so 
that the isolated American farm is inexpressibly 
lonely for the foreign farm hand. Then, too, our 
food is different and unsatisfying for that 
reason. The wages are unquestionably better 
and the life more healthful, but after all, many 
people care more for each other than they do 
for themselves, and those would rather get 
along socially on $5 a week than prosper 
lonesome on $10. 

With regard to the sending of whole families 
into the country, there are almost insurmount- 



able difficulties. Where the families are large, it 
is difficult to find farmers who are willing or 
able to house them, or if occasionally a position 
is open, there remains the question of "What to 
do with the things." It is a large undertaking to 
move a family intact, and I doubt if any effort, 
unless undertaken immediately upon arrival 
from Europe, would bring any great measure of 
success. 

Where there are no children or only one or 
two, the wife of the casual laborer usually helps 
earn the living. She enters industry as a regular 
wage-earner and is able often to bring home as 
much or more than her husband. As a result, she 
gains a position of definite economic value in 
the household, which she was never able to 
command as a mother and housekeeper. She 
may always have helped to pay the rent by sav- 
ing money and by taking care of the children, 
but these duties do not bring her the recognition 
as a wage-earner. Her pejda (weekly wage) does 
bring her recognition. It gives a new opinion of 
the worth of her work and a standard to live up 
to. Naturally, she is unwilling to give it up for 
lower wage and the lower standard which she 
would find on the farm. 

The highest wages offered for women's work 
on the farms with which this experiment has to 
deal were $10 a month. More often $8 was pro- 
posed as a fair wage. One farmer offered "$0.50 
a day when she worked"; another naively 
expressed his idea of the status of women in 
industry as follows: "I would not care to pay 
highest wages, as there are only two of us, and 
if she washed, cooked or ironed, she would be 
doing one-third of the work for herself." With 
these obsolete ideas of women's wages still ram- 
pant on the farm, it is a small wonder that 
women refuse to be moved and cling to their 
city work, however disagreeable or difficult it 
may be. 
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THE WORLD TO-DAY 



Victor 

The record 
^Hfcquality 

Victor Records 
are works of art — musical 
masterpieces. 

I hey embody the very best music and 
entertainment of every kind, sung and 
played in the very best way by the very best 
artists, and reproduced absolutely true to life 
by the very best process — the new and im- 
proved Victor process of recording that results 
in a tone quality sweeter and clearer than was 
ever heard before. 

Hearing- is believing. Go today to the nearest 
Victor dealer's and he will gladly play any 
^Victor music you want to hear: 

Victor Talking Machine" Co. 

Camden, N. J., U.S.A. 

Berliner < iramoplione Co.. Montreal 
Canadian Distributors 



The new Victor Record catalog lists more than 3000 
selections — both single- and double-faced records. 
Same high quality — only difference is in price. 

Victor Single-faced Records, 10-inch 60 els; 12-inch $1. 
Victor Double-faced Records, 1 0-inch 75 cts; 12-inch $1.25. 
Victor Purple Label Records, 10-inch 75 cts; 12-inch $1.25. 
Victor Red Seal Records, 10- and 12-incrt, $1 to $7. 

To get best results, use only Victor Needles on Victor Records 

New Victor Records are on sale 
at all dealers on the 28th of each month 



HIS MASTERS VOICE 



REG. US. PAT. OFF. 



WTien -writing to Advertisers kindly mention " THE WORLD TO-DAY." 
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Life at Work 

• Based on the good reputation of her uncle, Sirvat Keghi was hired as a core maker 
at Ferris Industries in New York. 

• To secure her job, her uncle paid the foreman a bribe of $7.00, a common practice 
in many factories. 

• Ten hours a day, six days a week, Sirvat makes cores; metal fabrication is consid- 
ered men's work, while core making is deemed suitable for women. 

• A core is a baked internal mold, generally made of sand and silica, that is used to 
shape the internal features of forged goods such as engine blocks. 

• A tray of cores might weigh between 10 and 50 pounds. 

• Women are coveted because they can be paid much less than men. 

• Women are not allowed in the labor union, which uses collective bargaining to 
negotiate the hourly wages of men. 

• Generally, women are paid by the piece — according to how many cores they can 
make. 

• Sirvat's average wage is about $1.15 a day; non-unionized men working the same 
job average about $2.50 a day. 

• Sirvat makes 1,000 to 1,500 cores a day at an average pay of $0.10 per 100, 
depending on the needed core. 

• When she is assigned to make finger-shaped cores with vents, the piece rate is $0.07 
per 100; when she makes couplers that have a vent and spike, her piece rate is 
$0.12 per 100. 

• The women who have worked there more than two years have the expertise to 
work faster; they sometimes manufacture up to 10,000 cores a day, or about three 
a minute. 

• Recent gains by the unions have affected Sirvat, even though she is disenfranchised. 

• Her hours have been shortened from 11 to 10 each day because the union negoti- 
ated fewer hours for its workers, impacting the entire factory. 

• The foundry is able to close at 5:30 p.m. most days because it has shortened the 
lunch break to 15 minutes. 





Sirvat Keghi works at a fabricating plant as an industrial core maker. 



Use the 

RIGHT Dyes the 

FIRSTTime 

Profit by this Woman s 
Experience 

" / pnce tried to dye some cotton 
articles and some l£oolen goods 
together — tcitli a ' one,- package ' 
due, trs they tailed ft. Suffice 
to say that I learned a lesson I 
shall not be apt to forget/' 

So writes Mrs- Andrew Renshaw, 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
She further says : 

n My cotton article* iferc u'eak.1" 
colored, and the woolen goods 
Were sUeaku ond impossible* 
Diamond Dyes, twd no expert 
iments, will be my motto 
hereafter" 

Mrs. RerjHnaw niiled to follow 
the hard and fast rules <A all dye 
experts. These are: 

U*e one hind of dye tar totl^m or 
linen. U*e another And Very different 
kind ot dye tar Wool or lillt. 

U*s the tame dye (or mixed cooiJb 
(kit you do i <ji i.u(!un, For mixed goodi 
Usually canlm n Irani U]V" 1r> HO oJ oolcon 
material. 

Th*BO rule.* are neceTiaTV rules — not 
made by ttiarii but by nature. 

For cotton And linen Tobrwi are made 
f rem veprtfibk fibre* And heed their own 
dye while wool and nilk are made frciiii 
animal fibre* #nd need another and 
radically different dye. 

The brut remits will he produced if 
these rule* arc observed. 

However hftd Mm. Kr=m||.iv.- use til he 
Diamond Dye* made tor HttOn< linen iff 
mixed goods on belli her cotton and 
woolen article*, aha would have obtained 
pauable re»ulti, for [Key dye every 
hintcnhil. cither iin H ly or »\\ together, in 
one bath, belter than any 1 of the inferior, 
jo. called " ull-pu rpOie or "One-pae.lt- 
aje" dyc» m*de. 

Diamond Dyes 

To Prevent Mistakes 

To jnake il very e«;r 'or you to di»tinou>i]i 
between the r*-<* iLr.,3. n\ n?i*mni>J 11)". wn 

Iwth™ I nine rnvr-lnt,-. Lit twni fnlnli, 

Ykr 1 ): »ji ■■ i: m I l>> ■"*?■■! V-rm-ljLI-r fibre Lihr. f » 

will mil be put up ia « While envelope marked 
pliiaEy with Lki-p ■(•Eeme n-f : Cut-Mi Give Pound 
oJ (MM, linn p it Mwrd Crod*.' ' 

Thr Di^rrwHin Dr rails M*.'iH1n.\ nb|r Futfi^i 
From nnw LTn will he- J>Ut Up iti m, Ripe rnvrltt[n-, 

m*rti-H |ilj„r.ly. "CnJarn One rvTu^.J .>f Wnaj 
ui Silk, bi a \ti.r.lureol Wool and Silk Co»d»." 
A j it will tike many rnanlrii lp lupply iJI pur 
die+lrri vt'h ntie new BJmi e n.wrl iipp. <£,■ mil 
heiiOLle 1o accept »nr ni our Wnp| p r Silk dbfn 

whioh nwr l"7 ^rfrrrd >-hhi in wkilT- rnvi-lnn™. 

rfclli iindi «i Di.dnnnd Dye > un hut 10 eenl* 
pr r b^eV Ane. 

Tw* Monejr'SaTina Bppki FftER. S<ed HI 
vpur deelrr'i pnme nnd toll u* w!n?r,hFf hr "rlU 
ftMnpad JJrci. »nd wfl wilj ,tid ».u tlie 

DimnunJ [)ti- AemluiI, B.L"J.-y Pi tf,-- IJilrcMpEI 

EUwik. And 36 umplei of dyed! eletk Iree. 

WELLS & RICHARDSON CO. 

BURUNCiON. VT. 
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"Monoplane Beats Railroad Train," 
The New York Times, May 17, 1911: 

Earle L. Ovington, the young American aviator, 
who will probably be selected by the Aero Club 
of America to represent the United States in the 
international aviation championship contest in 
England on July 1, had a thrilling experience 
yesterday. Starting from Belmont Park aero- 
drome, Ovington made three flights, being in 
the air a total of 94 minutes. 

In his third flight, the daring aviator 
engaged in a race with a Long Island Railroad 
express train, and after an exciting contest for 
several miles finished a considerable distance 
ahead of the train. In this flight, Ovington 
piloted his 70-horsepower Bleriot monoplane 
at a speed of over 70 miles her hour. 



TIIK WORLD TO-DAY 




Making "Dreams" 

Come True 

Depends largely upon clear thinking 

Coffee is one at the most subtle of all enemies of a clear mind, 
NdI for every one — but for many. 

I[ you value com lot] ana the ] lower to "do ihings" suppose 
you change from coffee to wel]-niacle 

POSTUM 

"There's a Reason" 



l J oflum Cereal Com|>uiy n Liutited. Battle CrecL, Michiftin. U. 5. A. 



tt'tjan ^rlllnfcr to AdritrtU«ni JcLr.ULy motion "THE WOUL.U TU-UAi. " 



Overtime is uncommon; the foundry works on an 
order basis, and because it is impossible to stock 
cores, they have to be made specifically for the job. 
Sirvat works overtime about three months out of the 
year, a day here, a week there. 

Besides, most core work requires daylight, and work- 
ing after dark is not productive for workers who are 
paid by the piece. 

The area in which they work is off to the side of the 
foundry; core making is considered secondary to all 
other operations when laying out a factory. 
Sirvat and other Armenian workers are sometimes 
regarded suspiciously by management because of 
their reputation as potential strike breakers, com- 
monly called scabs. 

Across America, only seven percent of native-born 
families report that a female earns an income within 
the family; for Armenians in America, 26 percent of 
families show a woman at work. 



Life in the Community: New York 

• Sirvat Keghi's met her uncle in New York City imme- 
diately after she passed through immigration at Ellis 
Island. 

• She saw little of the city that day and has not been 
back since she arrived in America. 

• In 1882, 87 percent of the 788,000 immigrants came 
to America from northern and western Europe; by 
1907, only 19.3 percent were from those regions, 
while 80.7 percent came from southern and eastern 
Europe. 

• Currently, the newspapers are filled with stories 
denouncing the "assault of our shores by immi- 
grants, whose proudest possession appears to be 
their incomprehensible language." 

• Some writers of the recent letters to the editor are 
convinced that "English is destined to disappear 
overnight under the assault of these mongrel lan- 
guages." 

• Others question why the immigrants all settle in big 
cities and factories, ignoring the opportunities of 
farm life; some politicians claim the new influx of 
immigrants will only create permanent slums and 
perpetuate poverty. 

• This talk scares Sirvat, who fears the Armenians will 
be singled out for punishment; her uncle keeps telling 
her that what happened in Turkey cannot happen in 
America. 
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Since her birth, Sirvat has been forced to survive mul- 
tiple massacres and crackdowns on the Armenian 
communities in the Ottoman Empire. 
During the massacres in 1894, Kurdish and Turkish 
troops killed about 10,000 Armenians in retaliation 
for an insurrection. 

During the massacres in August of 1895, every major 
Armenian town was subjected to premeditated killings. 
By late 1896, the time of the last call for Jihad, nearly 
100,000 Armenians had been killed and half a million 
had been left homeless. 

Before this, many of her male relatives, including her 
uncle in 1892, had fled Armenia for New York. 
Travel restrictions enacted in 1893 made further 
escape for the family impossible, although some 

Armenians were able to flee into Russia and from there emigrated to America. 
J. Rendel Harris, a professor at Oxford University and one of the first Europeans 
allowed to see the scope of the massacre in 1896, found refugees eating grass in 
order to survive. 

He heard "that . . . the Armenians have petitioned the Sultan either to give them 
the means of retilling their fields, or to let them leave the country, or to send his sol- 
diers back again to put them out of their misery." 

Madison County is in the heart of New York State; Sirvat finds it very beautiful, 
but most unlike Turkey or Greece. 

She does not like being so cold for so long in the winter. 

Her first winter, when she was earning little, was so chilling she was forced buy a 
new winter coat. 

Sirvat makes nearly all of her other clothes, even though some of the stores in town 
now feature factory-made dresses in many beautiful colors. 

Most families in the area still farm for a living, and there is excellent hunting, an 
activity her uncle enjoys on Sundays. 

Oneida Lake forms the northern border of Madison County, which also boasts 14 
other lakes and the Erie Canal. 
The population of the county is 40,000, the same as it was in 1840. 



Feminine Influence tn ft-emikinj fttvcr* 

;n:d Harbor j 

PttOBAHK? thoae o£ m wliu nre mere 
men snp|xjsy Cluil thy HgltMifW in 
fnvnr of <levi?lu|si[i£ mil- rivers and 
llurtjyrs is htfiiifr i-jirricd on by mn;h per- 
swnti iim (pivemorct liwl mii^rresim'Ti iind 
jail ma lists iind luiihyisU, I tut *urh I hi lief 
shows not only our ignorivuee ljut oar 
pjMvincifilisjiL 'I'Ihti 1 is u Women '* N:l- 
tioiLiiL Kivers ilii[] ! Hit'lani-v t'otif,'ress r with 
*l;ili- MLli.ril-^jjniziiliotiK ?tH we]]. Mi's. A. 
ISm-lon Miller oT rhiil'h-slosj. South Cnro- 
Eirni. (he wife <ii' a pnuuineat buuneBa matt 
<>l : that city, lias been eleeted prcsSdcDl i ■■ l~ 
tills i nil ion n] congress a Tier having nerved 
ii your as state preHiilent. The time is post 
when sneh organisations as these prnvoke 
a smile. We isniiil on women's ellliis J]K 
FirnoiiK ttle great llplii'tiliK t'tnte-S of the 
(lay. and it ean not be doubted that the 
"'Women's \*ntional Rivers and Ilarljors 
Congress" will have grait inJtueiiee in 
bringing aiiout needed legislation. 




Selected Prices 

Baby Bottle, 12-Ounce $0.50 

Baker's Sweet Chocolate, Package $0.10 

Bed, Mahogany $39.50 

Coat, Man's Sheepskin-lined Corduroy $4.95 

Corset $2.00 

Flashlight, Ever Ready $0.98 

Muff, Opposum $8.25 

Nightgown, Child's $0.22 

Petticoat, Cotton $1.48 

Toilet Paper, Six Rolls, 1,000 Sheets each . . . .$0.27 

Trunk $16.95 

Whiskey, per Quart $0.80 



CENTURT .IM'F.R TISEMEXTS—MiXER.iL WA TER 



'■■; 



"All 



gone, papa 



But you need not hesitate to get more for her if she wants it — unlike all 
other ginger ales, 

Waukesha 



Ginger Ale 

in absolutely free from astringent tendencies. A delightsome combination of 
pure Jamaica ginger and the famous, Waukesha Arcadian pure spring water, 
sweetened with the finest cane sugar. Contains no preservatives. Its 
delicious, pungent flavor* free from the bite or Over-sweet taste of most 
domestic Ringer ales, is as heaUliiul as it h enjoyable. 
Sold under the broad guarantee of 

"Better than imported or no charge " 

WiiAeiEto Arc*di*Tt Company 
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Historicai Snapshot 
1911 



Crisco was introduced by Procter & Gamble to provide an economical alternative 
to animal fats and butter 

Women began to wear V-neck shirts, which were quickly condemned as immoral 
The use of fingerprints in crime fighting was becoming popular 
Harriet Quimby became the first woman to receive a pilot's license from the Aero 
Club of America 

The gyroscope and the self-starter for the automobile were invented 
The California and Illinois Senates approved bills granting suffrage to women 
The Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire killed 146 workers, mostly women and chil- 
dren; 80,000 people marched down Fifth Avenue in New York to attend the funeral 
Sixty-thousand Bibles were placed in hotel bedrooms by the Gideon Organization 
of Christian Commercial Travelers 

Domino brand sugar, Lee denim work clothes, Skidmore and Connecticut colleges for 
women and a white line down the middle of the road all made their first appearances 
The Rosary by Florence Barclay, The Long Roll by Mary Johnson and Molly Make- 
Believe by Eleanor Abbott were all bestsellers 

The United States Supreme Court upheld a woman's right, recognized under civil 
law, to her husband's property 

Marie Curie received her second Nobel Prize for chemistry, this time for the discov- 
ery of radium and polonium; suffragettes worldwide protested when she was 
refused admission to the French Academy of Science 

Massive European immigration continued; on a single day, 17,000 immigrants 
passed through Ellis Island 

The slang word "phone" for telephone came into popular use, thanks to the hit 
song, "A Ring on the Finger Is Worth Two on the Phone" 

The rising divorce rate, now one in 12 marriages up from one in 85 in 1905, was 
causing alarm 

New York State prohibited the representation of Jesus Christ on stage 
Fashion embraced youthful, thinner figures; huge breakfasts filled with meats and 
fish were replaced by lighter fare, featuring eggs and toast 

Demand rose for a cost-effective public parcel post system, especially in rural areas 
An estimated 40 million people attended summer Chautauquas which featured 
yodelers, opera singers, American Indians, magicians, Hawaiian crooners and inspi- 
rational lecturers 
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1915 News Profile 
Working Children Study 

In 1915, a study was conducted on the working children of 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, a suburb of Boston, who took out work 
permits when they were 14 years of age. The study attempted to 
survey children who quit school to work, and why. The 
researcher then followed the progress of each worker over a four- 
year period to measure the relationships of their goals to reality. 

Study Number One 

Peter is native-born of English parents. He became 14 years old 
on May 18, 1914. He left school June 16, 1914. Education: com- 
pleted eighth grade; additional school training included an elec- 
trical course for 13 months. In addition, after going to work, he 
completed at Evening High School a commercial course, which 
took nine months, and a chemistry course that took four months. 
His first job, acquired through the Free Employment Bureau, was 
at a manufacturing facility that made dental plates; his occupa- 
tion: running errands. According to the survey he worked eight 
hours per day, 49 hours per week and was employed for seven 
months. He started at $4.00 a week and moved to $4.50 a week. 

His second job, as an office boy in a law firm, was acquired 
through a friend. He stayed employed seven months at $5.00 
a week. 

Comments: Has always intended to be electric wireman; 
when 16 will get a place in electrical shop. Is studying chem- 
istry now and when 1 6 will enter Franklin Institute for a four- 
year course. Considers jobs so far as only temporary; has no 
special preference in either. 

Four years later Peter is in the United States Navy with a 
rating of electrician. 
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Study Number Two 

Joseph is native-born of Italian parents. He became 14 years old on December 20, 

1913, and left school March 12, 1914. He took his first regular position March 13, 

1914. Education: completed first year of high school; continuation school training — 
printing six months; other school after going to work — Technical High School, print- 
ing, and woodworking for five months. He got his first job through his brother in the 
leather industry. He worked nine hours per day, or 49 hours per week. He worked for 
six months at $4.50 to $5.00 a week, which was more than allowed by law. The 
inspector required him to stop working more than eight hours per day; he did not want 
to accept a position in the cutting room, where he could work legal hours. 

His second position was as a baker in his father's business. He stayed two months 
and earned home support. At the same time he managed a Sunday newspaper route, 
from which he made $2.20 per week. 

His third job was in the printing industry running errands, where he was employed 
three months. He preferred the first position because it was in the line of business 
which he wanted to follow. He was angry when he had to leave because of the illegal 
hours. In the third position he became dissatisfied with running errands, so he asked 
for a change of work and was made an apprentice. He did not like printing because he 

thought it was bad for his eyes, which were weak, and 
the pay was poor. 

After he is 16 he wishes to enter the shipping depart- 
ment of a leather concern and work up, later going 
into the business with his father and brother. "I'm that 
kind of boy; I have to work every minute or I'm sick." 
In a 1918 follow-up, he was employed as a salesman 
and chemist at a weekly wage of $25.00, working 50 
hours per week. 

Study Number Three 

Anna is native-born of Russian-Jewish parents. She 
became 14 on October 22, 1914, and left school on 
October 22, 1914. She took her first regular position 
on November 23, 1914. Education: Completed eighth 
grade, continuation of school training — bookkeeping, 
14 months. Her first job was offered to her by her 
father, who was a custom tailor. Her job was office 
work. She worked only five hours per day, which was 
illegal; (the law required a minimum of six hours daily 
if a child left school to go to work). At the time of the 
survey she had been employed one year and three 
months. Her pay was described as "support." 

Her comments: Undecided as to future but likes 
bookkeeping and office work. Is about to go to work 
in a hosiery mill as a topper, but does not know what 
her chances are. Does not care to learn tailoring, her 
father's trade. 

In December, 1918, she was employed as a clerk in a 
hospital office at a weekly wage of $10.00, working 48 
hours per week. 
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Study Number Four 

Maria is native-born of German parents. She became 14 years old on December 13, 
1913, and left school June 21, 1914. Education: She completed the seventh grade; con- 
tinuation of school training — bookkeeping, three months. Before leaving school she 
was employed for about 21/2 years as nursemaid for her sister-in-law, working two 
hours a day after school and receiving $0.50 cents per week. 

Her first job, which she got through a friend, was in garter and suspender manu- 
facturing. Her job was putting buttonhole slips on suspenders. She made a weekly 
wage of $3.50. She quit because the wages were too low. 

Her second job was in shoe manufacturing, a job she got through her sister. Her 
job varied from tagger, trimming pumper, stripper, and stayer. Her weekly wage ranged 
from $4.00 to $5.50. 

Her comments: Knows relation of her occupation to other occupations in the facto- 
ry where she is employed at present, but does not know opportunities for advancement 
or how long she will stay at the work. The survey said she was "fairly indifferent to 
work." She said, "My interest is taking care of children. It has always been my longing." 

In December, 1918, she was employed as a stayer in the shoe factory at a weekly 
wage of $10.00, working 50 hours per week. 

Findings of the Study 

• Approximately one-third of the children of Chelsea took out employment certifi- 
cates when they became 14 years old, a step required if they were to work before 
they were 16 years old. 

• Among foreign-born children, nearly 60 percent went to work before they were 16 
years old. Girls became regular workers at twice the rate of boys. 

• Italians were more likely than children of other nationality groups to leave school 
to go to work. 

• In Cambridge, 36 percent of the children born in Portugal took out work certifi- 
cates, a larger proportion than of any other foreign-born group. 
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Our New Immigration Policy, 














by Professor Robert 


De Courcy Ward: 
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Only one-fifth of the working children were foreign-born, while 72 percent had for- 
eign-born fathers. 

Where the fathers were native, girls furnished only 37 percent of the working chil- 
dren. In families where the father was foreign-born, the proportion of girl workers 
rose to 45 percent. 

Many of the foreign-born children had barely completely the fourth grade when 
they went to work. 

Approximately 70 percent of the children who went to work came from families with 
both parents in the house; three percent of the children did not live with either parent. 
Of the children who went to work, 12 percent of their fathers were unemployed, 
19 percent were laborers, and about 20 percent were skilled or semiskilled mechan- 
ics. Approximately 14 percent were factory workers; eight percent teamsters, driv- 
ers, and expressmen, and eight percent merchants and peddlers. Only two percent 
of the children had fathers who were clerical workers. 

Approximately 1 6 percent of the children came from families in which the mother 
also worked outside the home. 

Forty percent of the children left school and went to work because their earnings 
were needed at home. 

The economic need for child labor decreased as the family's length of residency in 
the United States increased. 
Girls were more likely than boys to take their first positions during a summer vacation. 



Today's Housewife Magazine, June 1917, featured a story about 
the Association for the Study and Prevention of Infant Mortality: 



"It has had to deal with the fact that a newborn 
child has, in this country, less chance of living a 
week than a man of ninety; less of living a year 
than a man of eighty. Actually, it had to realize 



that the mere business of being a baby must be 
classified as an extra hazardous occupation, and 
one not nearly as adequately protected as most 
factory labor." 
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1918 Profile 
World War I: France 



Civilian 

Livia Sedgwick's lifelong passion for helping the children of her city's poor brought her 
to war-torn France, where she finds injured people, frightened children and a little 
orphan named Maria. 

Life at Home 

• Livia Sedgwick has always loved children. 

• Growing up in Springfield, Massachusetts, she often helped 
her mother with children from the town's largest mill, 
owned by Livia's father. 

• Together, she and her mother would throw parties on special 
occasions, hold health and hygiene clinics and sponsor tuto- 
rials for those who had fallen behind in their schoolwork. 

• Livia especially relished teaching English to immigrant chil- 
dren; they were always eager to learn. 

• Livia's father did not understand this fascination with help- 
ing the less fortunate, but he recognized that it made for a 
happier and more loyal workforce. 

• Even after Livia graduated — with honors — from Smith College 
and spent a year touring Europe, her interest continued. 

• In fact, her desire to help the city's poor children only inten- 
sified after her marriage to Edward Sedgwick and their 
move to Hartford, Connecticut, where he was an insurance 
company executive. 

• Her father and the Sedgwick family both held considerable 
interests in the company. 

• Soon after moving into a large house in one of Hartford's 
newest and nicest neighborhoods, Livia began focusing on 
the needs of the city's poorest families. 




Livia Sedgwick has joined the fighting to help the 
children of France. 
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After marriage, Livia lives in 
Hartford, Connecticut. 



"Thousands of Aeroplanes to Break the Deadlock in Europe," 
Current Opinion, August 1917: 

Why not make it the fixed aim of the United States, says Admiral Peary, to be 
"the first air-power in the world"? If we will only concentrate upon aircraft, 
he adds, as von Tirpitz concentrated on submarines, "we will not only have 
an answer to the submarine menace, but we will have an unequivocal decision 
of the war, and that within a short time." The suggestion has evidently kin- 
dled the American imagination as well as appealed to its common sense. 
Congress has responded by the passage, in the Lower House, without a dis- 
senting vote, after only four hours of discussion, of a bill appropriating $640 
million to build a great air fleet and train an army of aviators. Five universi- 
ties started courses of instruction several months ago and began graduating 
students last month, 200 a week being expected to receive their certificates of 
graduation from now on. ... In one month's time, 2,000 workmen have erect- 
ed half a million dollars' worth of buildings at Rantoul, Illinois, for a training 
field; 3,000 men were at work at the same time near Dayton, Ohio; and 2,000 
at work near Mt. Clemens, Michigan. The appropriation bill in Congress does 
not mention the number of aeroplanes or aviators to be provided. That is to 
remain a military secret. But the president of the Aereo Club is talking of 
100,000 planes and 25,000 men to operate them. 




America prepares for war quickly. 




ShareYourSmokeTFighting] 

When you light your cigar between the acts, think of an American figt 
q in France who is longing for even a whiff of tobacco. A carton con 
45 cents worth of such favorite brands as Fatima, Lucky Strike, 
ham, Chevy Chase, Velvet, Came), Tuxedo, Stag, Dukes Mjxtui 
em will be sent on receipt of 25 cents from you, A postcard of th 
1 come hack to you from the soldier who receives the "joy package" 

as you get back to your desk send 35 cents, $1.00 or $5.00 to "Oi 
bbacco Fund", 25 West 44th Street, New York. (Endon 
of War, Secretary of the Navy, Governor Whitman, Mayor Mitch 
rtruiie Atherton, Alton B. Parker, Cuamp Clark and many others.) 
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"Jean and Pierre See Sammy," The Independent, August 24, 1918: 



(The following extracts from the compositions 
of French school children are absolutely authen- 
tic and were sent to us through the 10th 
Engineers. While in southwestern France they 
became acquainted with a village schoolmaster 
who asked pupils to write, without preparation, 
compositions on this subject: "American sol- 
diers have been in our village for some time. 
You have observed them. Describe one of them. 
What interested you in their work and their 
habits? Write your personal impressions." 

They are all fine men, tall, large shoulders. I 
know one, a big fellow. He has a scar on his right 
cheek, which was made by a horse kick. He has a 
rosy face, long hair, carefully arranged. His feet 
are small for his size. He has a sweet tooth. He is 
gay. He is good. He eats chocolates and sweets. 
There are some going on an errand near their 
camp. I met him sharing his chocolate with his 
comrades. Next Sunday I was playing at spinning- 
top with my comrades. He was looking at us. My 
small brother had no spinning-top. He gave him 
two cents to buy one. 

The Americans are polite. When they shake 
hands, they bow down their heads a little. 
Before entering a house they take off their hats, 
and wait till they are told, "Sit down." 

They have good discipline; no fault is left 
unpunished. They are more daring than we are; 
they do not fear expense. 

— Jean Laberiote 

I know one more particularly. He is of ordi- 
nary size. He has a fine face, round cheeks, blue 
eyes. He likes to laugh at others. He is intelligent. 
He has got the bad habit of 
smoking and chewing tobacco. 
He is fond of sweets. He bathes 
very often. 

The Americans have been 

very good to France, to come 

to help her fight the Germans. 

— Jean Gaits 



I have observed them well. Most of them are 
close-shaved. They are almost all tall and large 
fellows. They have quick eyes. They are polite, 
but some of them are great drinkers. The 
Americans are very smart. They do almost 
everything with machines and horses. They are 
up-to-date in everything. 

— Andre Proustey 

The work of the Americans is certainly a 
curious one. I saw them raise huge logs with 
large pliers, as easily as they would have moved 
a straw. Their furnaces for their kitchens are 
half in the ground, in order not to waste any 
heat. What struck me especially about the 
Americans is their cleanliness. All of them are 
tall, healthy and strong owing to their hygiene. 
Their teeth are very white; and not to soil their 
hands, they put on gloves even at work. 

— Renee Bourthe 



Ml I l.MIMI) \ 
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Jirthday 
(greeting 






EVERY GIRL PULLING 
FOR VICTORY 





VICTORY GIRLS 

UNITED WAR WORK CdMP/lIGN 



She organized, lectured and recruited friends into the effort. 
When more than eight years had passed without having a child of her 
own, Livia increasingly began to see the city's poor as "her" children. 
The arrival of the Great War brought with it a daily barrage of 
death, starvation and relocation in Europe. 

Livia followed every word, especially as Edward's focus on his work 
increased and the couple's relationship grew more distant. 
By 1916, before America's entry into World War I, Livia was con- 
vinced that her energies were needed in Europe, but was unsure of 
how to proceed, how it would appear to others, and how she could 
get across the ocean in wartime. 

Early in 1917, Edward joined the war effort as a "dollar-a-year man" 
in Washington, where his executive management skills were invaluable. 
His assignment was procurement — locating and purchasing the 
thousands of items needed for combat from ammunition and air- 
planes to military clothing. 
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Selected Prices 

Baseball Glove, Horsehide $3.00 

Bed, Feather $8.95 

Bloomers, Woman's Waist-to-Knee $0.90 

Bust, 2.5" Bronze-plated President Wilson . . .$0.10 

Card Game, Rook $0.42 

Clock, Winding Alarm $2.00 

Cup, Collapsible, Aluminum $0.05 

Gloves, Woman's Chamois $1.19 

Macaroni, Cooks in 12 Minutes $0.25 

Magazine, Vanity Fair $0.25 

Overcoat, Child's Winter Weight $5.48 

Rocking Horse $2.98 

Skirt, Girl's Wool $4.38 

Steamship Fare, New York to Australia . . .$337.50 
Trunk, Wood Veneer $18.75 



HOLD ME JUST 
ILLITTLE CLOSER 



KNMNETT 

flUSIC B" 

imum 
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The children of war-torn France love the escape of reading. 



Proud as Livia was of his contribution, she was also 
keenly aware that the time between visits and let- 
ters grew longer. 

Just before Memorial Day, while having lunch with 
a Smith alumna, she learned that Harriet Boyd 
Hawes was leading a recruiting drive for a Smith 
College Relief Unit. 

Designed to be independent of the much larger Red 
Cross, the unit's specific goal was to aid French civil- 
ians in overcoming the hardships of war. 
Livia was delighted, and wired Hawes of her inter- 
est that afternoon. 

Only the next day did she think to call Edward; he was 
not pleased, but said he would not stand in her way. 
Within days, she was interviewed by a panel; Hawes only 
wanted serious-minded women of proven ability. 
Livia's fluency in French, her knowledge of Europe 
and past experience in social work among the poor 
impressed the committee. 

She was soon notified that she would be accepted 
for service upon the payment of $300 for uniform, 



travel and sundries; she was also required to provide 
$55 a month for her own support. 

• After closing up the houses in Hartford and Old Sagbrook 
on Long Island Sound, she sailed for France. 

• Her parents proudly saw her off, and Edward sent a 
telegram from Washington. 

Life at Work 

• Livia and 17 other Smith graduates — ranging in age from 
20 to 40 — set sail from New York in late 1917, each deter- 
mined to be of service to her country during the Great War. 

• Every member of the Smith College Relief Unit was 
fluent in French, and many possessed special expertise 
in health, transportation, agriculture or social work. 

• To support the effort, the unit brought two trucks, a 
car, six portable houses, carpenter's tools, parts for the 
cars and trucks, cots, blankets, clothing and food for 
the French. 

• Within weeks of arriving, the unit had established itself 
a few miles from the French front lines in the town 
of Grecourt. 
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Called the "Ladies of Grecourt," their self-appointed task 
was to assist 16 neighboring villages, with populations 
totaling 1,650. 

Farms were restocked, war wounds mended, and wood- 
working classes created to help villagers learn how to 
rebuild war-torn homes. 

A sewing and knitting shop was set up to provide employ- 
ment for four women. 

Livia did what she has always done — work with the children. 
She established a library for them, and found that they 
loved the escape of reading. 

Day after day she worked with government officials to 
reestablish schools and ensure the fair distribution of food. 




Soldiers sometimes pass through the town 
bringing gifts to the children. 



Some days, she was convinced that her greatest enemy 
was not the Germans, but French bureaucracy. 
Mostly, she listened to young children, frequently girls, 
talk about their lives, their families, becoming a woman, 
and being afraid. 

She spent enormous energy planning Christmas parties 
for each of the villages. 

Using her own money, she purchased large quantities of 
food and drink. 

Most important, she made sure each and every child was 
able to open an individually wrapped Christmas present. 
Many of the children wept with joy — for a moment, the 
war had gone away. 

Livia's other project is more personal: a girl named Maria. 
Maria, whose parents were killed in an explosion, lost 
her right leg to an artillery shell. 

Eager, bright and resilient, Maria is devoted to Livia and 
wants to learn English. 
Livia began exploring the arcane and convoluted regula- 
tions of taking Maria to Hartford with her. 
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STAiD BEHIND 

The Boy« in the Trenches 




LIBERTY 
BONDS 



She did not discuss the possibility with the little girl because, if she 

is unable to cut through the French bureaucracy, it would only 

bring one more disappointment into Maria's life. 

Occasionally, soldiers would pass through the town and offer gifts. 

Recently, a French officer sent a wagon of pigs, while an English 

unit provided a load of duckboard to line the muddy village streets. 

Another group of soldiers explained how the ladies could "read" 

their undergarments on a sunny day to rid them of lice. 

Livia was exhausted, filthy, and happier than she had ever been. 

As spring arrived, signs were everywhere that the war was drawing 

nearer. 

Some nights, the artillery fire was so loud, she was unable to sleep. 

Then, almost without warning, word came that the village must be 

abandoned. 

The relief unit was ordered to leave as the Red Cross carried out the 

evacuation. 

Livia and the other ladies made dozens of trips transporting the 

sick, the lame, and the children on muddy roads clogged with 

refugees, livestock and retreating soldiers. 

As each group of children was delivered to safety, Livia returned to 

the village for more. 

Only the crash of German shells stopped the work. 

Edward, who always wanted children, wrote of his excitement 

about Livia wanting to bring Maria to America. 




Some nights the shooting is so near that Livia cannot sleep. 

• He began assisting with the complex paperwork involved in adopting a French orphan. 

• A doctor in New York, who also has a house on Long Island Sound, has agreed to 
fit Maria with a prosthetic leg. 

• But first, Livia must complete her work. 

• After Maria was entrusted to a group of nuns caring for children, Livia moved to 
a field hospital to help the many, many wounded. 

• A large number of the patients came from units in New England; a few once 
worked in her father's mills. 
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Some soldiers are missing limbs, several are suffering from mustard gas attacks, 
and others simply have the flu that has killed so many. 

During the day, Livia treats the wounded; at night she listens to their stories. 
Matter-of-factly, they talk of lost friends, cold trenches, and fear so strong it smells, 
tanks, airplane dogfights, barbed-wire battlefields and dreams of home. 
She helps them write letters and waits for word from Maria and Edward. 
Nine-year-old Maria writes often in her looping cursive handwriting, always work- 
ing hard to enclose some English words in her messages. 

Edward writes that Maria's passage to America can be secured once the war ends. 
Livia writes about brave men who cry themselves to sleep. 



American Involvement in World War I 

• To support the war effort, the American government amassed an 
army eventually totaling four million; the navy numbered 
600,000 more, and the Marine Corps, nearly 80,000. 

• The United States was involved with the Great War against 
Germany and Austria for 30 months, but played a significant 
battlefield role in France, Belgium and Italy for only eight 
months. 

• Commander John "Blackjack" Pershing complained that 
because most of the American troops were raised in towns 
and cities, many had little familiarity with firearms and 
were poor marksmen. 

• U.S. World War I casualties were declared to be 116,516; 
battle deaths totaled 53,402; other deaths including dis 
ease totaled 55,114; total wounded tallied at 204,002; 
and fatalities worldwide for all nations were placed at 
10 million. 

• Artillery and machine guns, not rifles 
were the biggest killers on the 
battlefield during World War I. 

• The influenza outbreak of 
1917-18 killed 52,000 
American soldiers, sailors and 
Marines. 

• Thousands of American soldiers 
were introduced to the concept of 
regular tooth-brushing by military 
training during the Great War. 
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Farmers enjoyed a 25 percent jump in real income; many sold their mules to the 
army and plowed up pastures with their new tractors 

As an energy-saving measure, the nation adopted daylight saving time during the 
war, 150 years after it was first recommended by Benjamin Franklin 
Girls Scouts collected peach stones, which when heated turned into charcoal for use 
in gas mask filters 

Women assembled bombs in defense plants, learned to repair cars, carried the mail, 
directed traffic and worked as trolley car conductors 

The Committee on Public Information turned out patriotic press releases and pam- 
phlets by the millions and drew upon a roster of 75,000 speakers to provide speech- 
es for every occasion 

Civilians abstained from wheat on Mondays and Wednesdays, all meat on Tuesdays, 
and pork on Thursdays and Saturdays 

Some Americans swore off any beer that had a German name; sauerkraut become 
"liberty cabbage," hamburger was "Salisbury steak," and dachshunds were called 
"liberty pups" 

Labor unrest was at its most turbulent since 1890; inflation triggered 2,665 strikes 
involving over four million workers, more than 500,000 union workers staged a 
strike in Chicago resulting in riots and the death of 36 people, while New York City 
saw a strike of 300,000 

The rate of inflation reached 8.9 percent, dramatically increasing prices 
The Economic Consequences of the Peace by J. M. Keynes, Ten Days That Shook 
the World by John Reed and Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson were all 
published 

Seventy lynchings occurred in the South as membership in the Ku Klux Klan 
increased to 100,000 across 27 states 

Herbert Hoover was named director of a relief organization for liberated countries, 
both neutral and enemy 

Peter Paul's Konobar, the Drake Hotel in Chicago and a state gas tax (in Oregon) all 
made their first appearance 

Hockey's Stanley Cup was cancelled after one player died and many others were 
stricken with the deadly flu 
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1919 Family Profile 



As the heiress to a lumber fortune and wife of a Presbyterian minister, Agnes Forcelle has 
had the benefit of traveling with her family to Hawaii as missionaries and to Paris as first- 
class tourists. They have one daughter, Martha, who has announced her engagement. 



Life at Home 

• The Forcelle family lives in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland, near Washington, D.C., where Agnes's 
husband Albert serves as a Presbyterian minister. 

• Three years ago, Agnes's mother passed away, leaving 
an estate of more than $300,000, which has increased 
the family's economic freedom considerably. 

• Agnes's grandfather had made a fortune first in the 
timber industry, later redoubling his wealth 
through real estate as the vast land holdings he had 
acquired for timber became valuable to developers 
near rapidly growing cities and towns. 

• Because her parents had always shared their 
wealth generously, for most of the past two 
decades Agnes has traveled to Europe for vacations 
with her husband and their only daughter. 

• Their daughter Martha, now 25, has completed 
her education at George Washington University 
and has begun her master's degree. 

• Unmarried, she still lives at home, but travels widely 
with great skill and aplomb — often with her mother. 

• Recently, she announced her engagement to a local 
businessman, but before she is married, she and her 
mother plan to repeat their 1913 grand tour of Europe 
with one last trip together, now that the war is over. 

• The entire family enjoys traveling when time permits. 




Agnes Forcelle is heiress to a lumber fortune. 
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VUE GENERALE SUR N.-D PE LA GARDE 
GENEHAL VIEW OF N."0 CHURCH 




Martha loves to travel. 



As one of 12 children from a middle-class family in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
Albert in his younger years did not have the wealth to travel on his own. 
After graduation from Yale in 1878, he spent two years as principal of 
Connecticut's Rockville High School, then entered Yale Divinity School, graduating 
in 1885 and spending the next two years touring the world as a guide, tutor and 
companion to a wealthy young man. 

As the daughter of a wealthy timber magnate, Agnes grew up traveling; she has 
been to England a dozen times, has visited India, and dreams of Japan. 




This couple has traveled extensively throughout their marriage. 



116 



1910-1919 



From upstate New York, where her father's timber 
interests and paper mills were located, she fell in love 
with New York theater as a child, and often returns 
to New York City for Broadway plays and opera. 
She is proud to be a member of both the Colonial 
Daughters and the Society of Mayflower descendants, 
tracing her lineage through William Bradford, who 
was the second signer on the Mayflower Compact. 
Their daughter Martha went to Miss Hall's, a pri- 
vate boarding school, and hated the experience. 
During the war, when foreign travel was restricted, 
they traveled the United States collecting art pot- 
tery—a passion that appeals to many well-to-do 
American women they know. 
The current popularity of these ceramic vessels, 
which are created for beauty rather than utility, is 
driven by a rebellion against the machine-made 
anonymity of mass-produced objects. 
In their quest for pottery, the Forcelles have taken 
the train to New Orleans, where they bought sev- 
eral pieces of Newcomb pottery depicting a misty 
moon shining through moss-draped trees; they par- 
ticularly like the work because it is an outgrowth 
of the art and design department of Newcomb 
College, the women's college of Tulane University. 
On another trip, they went to Chicago to buy 
Roseville pottery, made in Ohio and New York, and 
found a three-handled vase glazed one color inside 
and unglazed outside, made by Louis C. Tiffany. 






The beauty of Newcomb pottery is a rebellion against machine-made, mass-produced objects. 
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While in Hawaii the Forcelles learned the language and 
collected crafts. 
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During that trip, they visited the theater and opera, and 
bought several very subtle Tiffany bowls which had 
leaves and flowers etched into a monochromatic finish. 



Life at Work 

• During his many years as a Presbyterian pastor, 
Albert has served for five years in churches in upstate 
New York and Allston, Massachusetts, near Boston; 
four years in Hawaii; then 13 years in Rye, New 
York, before taking his current pulpit in Chevy 
Chase, Maryland. 

• During World War I, their home had been a center 
for visiting pastors and soldiers, as well as a refuge 
for the Korean government in exile, a dangerous 
political position; the Japanese government currently 
has a price of $300,000 on the head of dissident 
Syngman Rhee. 

• Albert enjoyed studying at Yale and often returns; 
from the pulpit, he enjoys telling how in 1638 the 
Rev. John Davenport and the merchant Theophilus 
Eaton founded the New Haven Colony to establish a 
Puritan "Bible State," in which "the word of God 
shall be the onely rule to be attended into in order- 
ing the affayres of government." 

• He particularly feels at home at Connecticut Hall, Yale's 
first foray into the Gothic Revival architectural style. 

• Currently, a building program is under way at his 
church in Chevy Chase by a builder who is a local 
man and a friend of Albert known for his ability to 
construct meaningful worship space using only the 
finest stone. 

• During the flu epidemic of 1918 several children of the 
parish died within days of each other; their parents and 
grandparents have all contributed funds for an expand- 
ed Sunday School building in their memory. 

• Albert is also working on outreach programs with 
the women of the church who want to help the starv- 
ing people of Armenia, formerly a part of the exten- 
sive Turkish Empire; now that World War I has 
ended, many countries are calling on the United 
States to act as their guardians. 

• Prior to the war, his church was actively engaged in 
the Christian Helpers League, designed to help 
down-and-out men who were often alcoholics. 

• Working with other Presbyterian churches in 1915, 
the League provided meals to 11,352 people, baths 
to 4,834, clothing to 64, medical care to 102 and 
jobs to 100; records show that 5,442 of those served 
also attended religious services. 
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His church is raising money for the people of Armenia. 

• Even earlier, while in Rye, New York, Albert secured contributions from property 
owners to build sidewalks and improve the looks of the public library. 

• Before the turn of the century, the Forcelles lived in the newly acquired U.S. terri- 
tory of Hawaii, where Albert was serving as a Presbyterian missionary, 

• While there they learned some of the language, collected furniture made by local 
craftsmen and learned to fish from outrigger crafts; they also welcomed the 
American troops passing through during the Spanish American War. 
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Washington society is attempting to regain its footing. 



Life in the Community: Chevy Chase, Maryland 

• With the war over, Washington society is attempting to regain its footing. 

• President Woodrow Wilson remains incapacitated following his stroke, and Mrs. 
Wilson devotes all of her time to his care. 

• Belgian and British nobility have dressed up the season recently by visiting 
Washington. 

• A reception for H.R.H. Edward Albert, Prince of Wales, held at the Congressional 
Library "brought out the gowns and jewels," according to the Washington Post; 
Cora, Countess of Stafford, the former Mrs. Colgate of New York, arrived in white 
satin with diamond tiara and corsage ornaments, and Lady Newborough, who has 
been passing the past few months with American friends, wore "black velvet on 
modish lines, with diamonds and pearls." 

• Albert and Agnes, in recognition for what they had done during the war, were hon- 
ored by a personal invitation to the White House by Mrs. Wilson, prior to the 
President's illness. 



"Apartment House Sold," Washington Post, 
November 16, 1919: 

"A four-story apartment building at 3516 Connecticut Avenue was sold 
last week by Harry Wardman to Morris Cafritz for $80,000. The build- 
ing, which is located just above the Cleveland Park car stop, contains 14 
apartments, six of which have four rooms and the remaining eight three 
rooms. The structure was completed for occupancy October 1. The 
annual rent is about $9,200." 
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This couple enjoys frequent invitations to the White House. 



Women's clubs, created for the purpose of mind improvement, continue to study 
key issues such as English and French women's war work, prohibition and 
national efficiency 

General John J. Pershing is still basking in the glow of his victory, even though 
recently, Ohio Representative Sherwood attracted a firestorm of criticism for sug- 
gesting that Pershing was "not on the firing line during the great battles of the 
western front." 



"Society News," Washington Post, November 16, 1919: 



"There was an exodus of debutantes and other 
young people to the White Sulphur for the 
weekend, parties being made up as soon as it 
was hinted that the prince was going to be 
there. 

The short and historic visit of the Prince of 
Wales in Washington has left much-elated the 
buds of this season and last, who were in the sev- 
eral private parties given for him. Many of the 
debutantes frankly admit that they hardly know 
whether they are on their heads or their heels 



when dancing with a real, delightful prince of the 
royal blood. This prince left behind a number of 
personal gifts and souvenirs, which will be cher- 
ished probably through many generations. They 
range all the way from gold purses and silver cig- 
arette cases, to autographed photos of himself, 
both framed and otherwise. A number of the peo- 
ple with whom he had been thrown together dur- 
ing his visit, and who entertained him, called at 
the Belmont home just before his departure for 
the train on Friday night to bid him farewell." 
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"With the Allies on the Rhine," by Charles Victor, Leslie's Weekly, November 15, 1919: 



"I wonder how many people thought, when we 
went into the war, that any part of the American 
army would be stationed for 10 years on the 
banks of the Rhine? Very few, I am sure. And 
not many more, probably, have a very clear idea 
of the nature of this 'occupation.' Officially, of 
course, the occupation has one purpose: to 
enforce the provisions of the treaty of peace. 
With a hostile army in this country at all times 
ready for action, it is safely expected that the 
defeated enemy will be rather particular about 
'paying up' promptly. But, as a matter of fact, 
the army is not, strictly speaking, a hostile one, 
and its military duties are destined to be per- 
functory. Unofficially, however, its presence in 
the country is bound to have a considerable 
influence, and incidentally, to bring about con- 
sequences that were neither foreseen nor intend- 
ed by those who decreed the occupation. 

These effects, to some extent apparent 
today, after 12 months, are bound to vary great- 
ly in different zones, according to the tempera- 
ments of the nations involved, and according to 
the policies of their authorities. I have just had 
an excellent opportunity to observe these differ- 
ences at close range. 

The policy of the British is perfectly clear from 
the moment you arrive in Cologne. Aside from the 
primary purpose of the occupation, their objectives 
are frankly commercial. As soon as the bars of the 
blockade were let down, the British government 
considered that it was its particular duty to help 
British businessmen into Germany as fast as it was 
physically possible. There is not the slightest attempt 
to hide this purpose. The corporal in charge of the 
passport control at the railroad makes you 'show 
cause' before he allows you to enter the town. If 
your job is anything but 'business' you are shoved 
aside, for Cologne is too crowded to accommodate 



mere pleasure-seekers, journalists, and such-like. . . . 

The French are busy at Mayence making the 
Germans understand that they — the French — 
are the victors. They have old scores to settle 
and they propose to settle them here and now. 
Their policy is not commercial, but political, as 
their protection of the 'Rhenish Republic' of Dr. 
Dorten indicates. In the English and American 
zones harmless army newspapers are published, 
recording the doings and diversions of the boys; 
in the French zone there appears a handsomely 
illustrated weekly, in German and French, 
recording the latest achievements of the sepa- 
ratists, and 'stimulating French interest in 
Rhenish affairs.' While the British examine the 
passports of foreigners, letting the Germans pass 
without control, a ferocious-looking Algerian in 
Coblenz scrutinizes every native that attempts to 
pass the gate. . . . 

The American policy is less easy to define. 
Strictly speaking, we have no policy at all, except 
to fulfill our engagements with our Allies, irk- 
some as they may be. Our 'Watch on the Rhine' 
is a purely military action, carried out strictly in 
conformity with the rules of war, with the mini- 
mum amount of discomfort to the natives and no 
material advantages to ourselves. In the early 
days of the armistice, when Cologne and 
Mayence were centers of illicit trading with the 
enemy, when one truckload of goods after anoth- 
er was smuggled across the 'neutral zone,' and 
when unscrupulous officers were said to grow 
rich on bribes, Uncle Sam stood guard over the 
morals of his men so that not a single case of 
nefarious dealing could be held against them. The 
Germans, who abetted this practice for their own 
benefit, now say that every French officer is a 
'schieber' (profiteer), but are obliged to admit the 
Americans were proof against all temptation." 
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General Pershing is also popular with America's mothers; the normally unsenti- 
mental general gave the celebration of Mother's Day a boost in 1918 by ordering 
all his commanding officers to have "every officer and soldier in the American 
Expeditionary Forces to write home on Mother's Day." 
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"Same Pay for Loan Flyers," Washington Post, March 25, 1919: 



"As a result of the attempt of some flying 'aces' 
to commercialize their fame by asking fancy 
prices, the Treasury Department has been flood- 
ed with requests from aviators anxious to pilot 
the captured German planes in the 'victory loan' 
campaign. A great number have offered their 
services 'to Uncle Sam, for nothing.' The depart- 
ment, however, ruled yesterday that all will be 
paid and all the same amount. They will receive 



the amount paid aviators in the army service, 
which is, at the maximum, about $250 a month. 
'We have a surplus of crackajack aviators 
now,' said a Treasury official. 'What we are 
short of is planes. Many of the aviators have 
exhibited a splendid patriotic spirit by offering 
to defray their own expenses. One man who 
tendered his services explained "that in private 
life [he was] a minister".' " 
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Women provided America's "manpower" during the war. 

• The soldiers were instructed to write "Mother's Letter" on the envelopes so the 
Army Postal Service could spot them more easily and speed them home. 

• According to the Stars and Stripes, one transport alone carried approximately 1.4 
million letters from France to the United States that year. 

• Pershing also took time to thank the women who worked to aid the war effort. 

• During the war, women took a critical role in book drives to create libraries over- 
seas, and even gathered peach stones to combat the effects of poisonous gases; 
seven pounds of pits were needed to filter a single gas mask, and a million men 
required masks. 

• Many women's groups are now turning their attention to widespread starvation in 
Europe and the threat of socialism taking hold in America. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1919 



President Woodrow Wilson went to the Peace Conference at Versailles and pro- 
claimed America's idealism: "Tell me what's right and I'll fight for it" 
While in Colorado promoting the League of Nations, Wilson suffered a paralyzing 
stroke on his left side 

The inflationary rate was down to 8.9 percent from 13.5 percent; because of the 
war, unemployment remained at 1.4 percent 

Labor unrest was intense, the worst since the 1890s; an August tally showed 
300,000 workers on strike 

After 110 days of striking, steelworkers in Gary, Indiana, returned to work unsuc- 
cessful in gaining recognition from U.S. Steel 

The attorney general brought an injunction to halt a United Mine Workers strike 
An actors' strike for recognition of Actors' Equity closed theaters in New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston and Chicago 

A nationwide plot to mark the Communist May Day with mail bomb assassinations 
was thwarted when 16 packages were held at the post office for insufficient postage; 
the intended victims included millionaires John D. Rockefeller and J. P. Morgan 
The American landscape boasted more railroad tracks than any country in the 
world 

Standard Railway Time became federal law with the Standard Time Act of 1918, 
establishing five time zones 

The United States first experimented with daylight-savings time 
Created as a war measure, a 10-percent excise tax on a variety of goods, including 
soft drinks, was still in effect 

When 45,000 strikers threatened to paralyze Seattle, Washington, the mayor set up 
machine guns and threatened anyone who attempted to take over the city's facilities 
Thirty-one-year-old Conrad Hilton invested his lifetime savings of $5,000 on the 
Mobley Hotel in Crisco, Texas 

States ratified the Eighteenth Amendment prohibiting the sale of alcohol, starting in 
1920 

The dial telephone, the Communist Party of America, a nonstop flight from New 
York to Chicago and the Drake Hotel in Chicago all made their first appearance 
Henry Ford gained full control of Ford Motor Company by repurchasing the 
Company for $105 million 

Prices were up 79 percent over 1914; adjusting for inflation, wages had risen only 
14 percent in industry and 25 percent in agriculture 
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1920-1929 

In the years following the Great War, women who had worked men's job in the 
late teens usually remained in the work force, although at lower warges. They 
were allowed to vote nationally, and society was beginning to encourage women 
to consider college and options other than marriage. These years were marked 
by a new nationalism symbolized by frenzied consumerism. By 1920, urban 
Americans had begun to define themselves — for their neighbors and for the 
world — in terms of what they owned. The car was becoming universal, at least 
in its appeal. At the dawn of the century, only 4,192 automobiles were registered 
nationwide; in 1920, the number of cars had reached 1.9 million. 
Simultaneously, aggressive new advertising methods began appearing, designed 
to fuel the new consumer needs of the buying public. And buy it did. From 1921 
to 1929, Americans bought and America boomed. With expanded wages and 
buying power came increased leisure time for recreation, travel, or even self- 
improvement. Advertising reinforced the idea that the conveniences and status 
symbols of the wealthy were attainable to everyone. The well-to-do and the wage 
earner began to look a lot more alike, and many of the most feared diseases of 
the urban ghetto began to disappear. 

Following the Great War, America enjoyed a period of great expansion and 
expectation. The attitude of many Americans was expressed in President Calvin 
Coolidge's famous remark, "The chief business of the American people is busi- 
ness." The role of the federal government remained small during the period and 
federal expenditures actually declined following the war effort. Harry 
Donaldson's song "How Ya Gonna Keep 'Em Down on the Farm after They've 
Seen Paree?" described another basic shift in American society. The 1920 cen- 
sus reported that more than 50 percent of the population — 54 million people — 
lived in urban areas. The move to the cities was the result of changed expecta- 
tions, increased industrialization, and the migration of millions of Southern 
blacks to the urban North. 

The availability of electricity expanded the universe of goods that could be 
manufactured and sold. The expanded use of radios, electric lights, telephones, 
and powered vacuum cleaners was possible for the first time, and they quickly 
became essential household items. Construction boomed as — for the first 
time — half of all Americans now lived in urban areas. Industry, too, benefited 
from the wider use of electric power. At the turn of the century, electricity ran 
only five percent of all machinery, and by 1925, 73 percent. Large-scale elec- 
tric power also made possible electrolytic processes in the rapidly developing 
heavy chemical industry. With increasing sophistication came higher costs; 
wages for skilled workers continued to rise during the 1920s, putting further 
distance between the blue-collar worker and the emerging middle class. 

Following the war years, average family earnings increased slightly during the 
first half of the period, while prices and hours worked actually declined. Women, 
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now allowed to vote nationally, were also encouraged to consider college and 
options other than marriage. Average family earnings increased slightly during 
the first half of the period, while prices and hours worked actually declined. The 
48-hour week became standard, providing more leisure time. At least 40 million 
people went to the movies each week, and college football became a national 
obsession. 

Unlike previous decades, national prosperity was not fueled by the cheap 
labor of new immigrants, but by increased factory efficiencies, innovation, and 
more sophisticated methods of managing time and materials. Starting in the 
'teens, the flow of new immigrants began to slow, culminating in the restrictive 
immigration legislation of 1924 when new workers from Europe were reduced to 
a trickle. The efforts were largely designed to protect the wages of American 
workers — many of whom were only one generation from their native land. As a 
result, wages for unskilled labor remained stable; union membership declined 
and strikes, on average, decreased. American exports more than doubled dur- 
ing the decade and heavy imports of European goods virtually halted, a rever- 
sal of the Progressive Movement's flirtation with free trade. 

These national shifts were not without powerful resistance. A bill was pro- 
posed in Utah to imprison any woman who wore her skirt higher than three inch- 
es above the ankle. Cigarette consumption reached 43 billion annually, despite 
smoking being illegal in 14 states and the threat of expulsion from college if 
caught with a cigarette. The Hays Commission, limiting sexual material in silent 
films, was created to prevent "loose" morals, and the membership of the KKK 
expanded to repress Catholics, Jews, open immigration, makeup on women, and 
the prospect of unrelenting change. 

The decade ushered in Trojan contraceptives, the Pitney Bowes postage 
meter, the Baby Ruth candy bar, Wise potato chips, Drano, self-winding watch- 
es, State Farm Mutual auto insurance, Kleenex, and the Macy's Thanksgiving 
Day Parade down Central Park West in New York. Despite a growing middle 
class, the share of disposable income going to the top five percent of the popu- 
lation continued to increase. Fifty percent of the people, by one estimate, still 
lived in poverty. Coal and textile workers, Southern farmers, unorganized labor, 
single women, the elderly, and most blacks were excluded from the economic 
giddiness of the period. 

In 1929, America appeared to be in an era of unending prosperity. U.S. goods 
and services reached all-time highs. Industrial production rose 50 percent dur- 
ing the decade as the concepts of mass production were refined and broadly 
applied. The sale of electrical appliances from radios to refrigerators skyrock- 
eted. Consumers were able to purchase newly produced goods through the 
extended use of credit. Debt accumulated. By 1930, personal debt had 
increased to one-third of personal wealth. The nightmare on Wall Street in 
October 1929 brought an end to the economic festivities, setting the stage for a 
more proactive government and an increasingly cautious worker. 
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1922 Family Profile 



Beautiful, tough and driven, Gwendolyn Price is nearing the top of the 
silent movie star world, due to her mother's ambition, her fabulous 
good looks and her husband's business savvy. They have no children. 

Annual Income: Approximately $650,000; currently, Price com- 
mands $50,000 to $100,000 per movie and is able to make four to 
five movies a year; her husband, Walter Zarnov, will make 
$350,000 this year through movie productions and the manage- 
ment of several movie stars. 

Life at Home 

• Gwendolyn and Walter live west of Los Angeles in a sprawling 
3,800-square-foot home complete with an Olympic-size pool 
where Walter exercises; since they both work in the movie indus- 
try, they live near the studio, but still enjoy a mountain view. 

• Recently, they purchased a Daniels automobile from "back 
East" that gives them the look they both desire, since the car is 
not only expensive — something he likes; it is also very sexy — 
something she likes. 

• Gwendolyn began appearing in movies in 1910 when she was 
only 14 years old, driven by a very determined mother and a 
desire to be famous. 

• One of three daughters, she is now gaining fame, along with her sis- 
ter, in the movie industry; their mother had taken the three girls to 
Hollywood with the expressed purpose of their being movie stars. 

• The girls knew little of their father, who left them and their 
mother before the sisters made their first movie. 

• Like many of Gwendolyn's contemporaries, "she came from 
nowhere and nothing," according to the movie magazines. 

• For many young actresses, movies are viewed as a way out of 
poverty. 




Gwendolyn Price has gained stardom in 
movies. 



silent 
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The couple's 3,800-square-foot home offers a mountain view. 

• When she was featured in the 1911 hit, An Old Man's Love Story, her head of thick 
black hair, full bosom and seductive beauty launched her career, and by 1914, 
movie scripts were being written around her talent and name. 

• That same year, at 18 years old, she married a Russian immigrant who had creat- 
ed a fortune in movies, first as the owner of a chain of movie houses, and later as 
a movie producer; he is 19 years her senior and she calls him Daddy. 

• After their marriage, her husband established a Hollywood-based production com- 
pany to feature his wife's skills and those of her sister. 

• For the past five years, her movies have featured not only her natural beauty, but 
dozens and dozens of fabulous outfits; women often go to her movies to marvel at 
the latest fashions she displays on the screen. 

• Her roles range from traditional women to exotic, ethnic characters; in recent 
movies she has played an Asian maiden; the daughter of one of the first families of 
Virginia fated to marry the wrong man; a Russian in a movie titled New Moon, and 
in Isle of Conquest, she is shipwrecked with a man who hates women. 

• Her older sister often plays in comedies; they find their parallel careers complemen- 
tary and rarely compete with one another for attention. 

• Her youngest sister, who has only managed to land small parts in a handful of mov- 
ing pictures, recently married movie star Buster Keaton. 




Recently they purchased a Daniels automobile from "hack East. " 



Life at Work 

• Gwendolyn belongs to a tiny group of highly cele- 
brated movie actresses who have come to symbolize 
the romantic ideals of the nation; she is flooded with 
fan letters, while girls across the nation emulate her 
clothing, hairstyles and her "way with men." 

• Although during the early years she worked an 
arduous dawn-to-dusk schedule to get parts, her 
fame is now said to rival that of "America's 
Sweetheart," Mary Pickford, who is earning more 
than $100,000 per picture. 
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• Like many of her fellow movie stars, she is small at 
only five feet tall, and often plays with leading men 
who are only six to eight inches taller. 

• Her adoring fans see her as a woman with one foot 
in the 1890s and the other in the 1920s; in a recent 
movie, she was shown driving her roadster at top 
speed while planning her "radiophone" dance for 
the coming evening — a scene displaying both her 
"new woman" role as the driver of a powerful 
automobile, and her "old" role of wife, focusing 
her attention on social events. 

• Since her career began, she has appeared in more 
than 200 movies and can now name her price, 
often up to $100,000 per picture. 

• Silent movies are about emotion and action, and she 
is talented at displaying both without speaking; title 
cards displayed throughout the movies provide the 
viewers with an ongoing conversation, relaying his- 
torical information, mood, dialogue and often wit. 

• She loves her job, and worships the money she has 
made as a movie star; having money and power makes 
her wonder why so many movie directors demand 
that female actors appear so childlike, helpless and 
frightened while waiting for heroic men to save them. 

• One reason she can command high salaries was the 
creation of the star system, which began in 1913 when 
actors began demanding screen credits for their work, 
allowing them to command higher and higher wages 
as the public demanded to see their favorite stars. 

Life in the Community: Hollywood, California 

• In 1910, Hollywood, California, was a quiet, coun- 
try town near Los Angeles, dominated by lemon 
groves, churches and a few sprawling estates. 

• Four years later, Hollywood claimed 52 moviemak- 
ing companies which spent $5.7 million a year to 
crank out more than a thousand miles of developed 
film annually. 

• The area also offered scenic lands for the shooting 
of cowboy movies, majestic backdrops such as the 
Pacific Ocean, and the availability of mountains 
and deserts only a day away. 

• The ability to concentrate production into factory- 
like studios and integrate virtually all aspects of pro- 
duction allowed Hollywood-produced movies to be 
shot more quickly, at less cost, with more control. 

• The Hollywood system became the model world- 
wide and its products and stars, such as Charlie 
Chaplin and Mary Pickford, became cultural icons. 




Her roles range from the exotic to the traditional. 




Fans across the country emulate Gwendolyn's fashions and "way 
with men." 
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"It was 


an age of mira- 


cles, it 


was an age of 


art, it 


was an age of 


excess, 


it was an age of 


satire." 






—Writer F. Scott 




Fitzgerald 
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COMEL31ES THAT ARE 




Currently, Hollywood-produced movies dominate world- 
wide; World War I dramatically reduced the ability of 
many European producers to compete with American 
films. 

Nationwide, Americans are enjoying all types of enter- 
tainment — motion pictures, baseball and boxing are all 
drawing record crowds. 

Everyone wants to be in the movies and in Hollywood, so 
the Chamber of Commerce is currently buying newspaper 
ads to discourage young women from coming to 
Hollywood — "the land of broken dreams"; the advertise- 
ments plead, "Please don't try to break into the movies." 
Even the great escapologist Harry Houdini has made 
films to display his greatest stunts; unfortunately, his 
ability to escape from impossible situations is irrelevant 
on the screen where the stunts can easily be faked. 
Nationwide, more than 20,000 cinemas are now open, 
2,000 of which are picture palaces for the showing of 
exclusive, first-run movies of "feature length," running 
about 90 minutes. 

Picture palaces are architectural marvels, designed to 
capture attention, with many featuring colossal electric 
signs that can be seen for miles, while interior decora- 
tions often showcase opulent chandeliers and classical 
drapery on walls and entrances, plus elegant furniture; 
many offer free child care. 



Even Harry Houdini is doing movies to display his greatest 
stunts. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1922 



Seventeen-year-old Clara Bow won a fan magazine contest for "The Most Beautiful 
Girl in the World," while Charles Atlas won the "World's Most Perfectly Developed 
Man" contest 

During his third trial, movie star Roscoe "Fatty" Arbuckle was exonerated of star- 
let Virginia Rappe's murder, but not before his name was sullied in a highly publi- 
cized sex trial 

The self-winding wristwatch, Checker Cab, Canada Dry ginger ale, and State Farm 
Mutual auto insurance all made their first appearance 
California became a year-round source of oranges 

Automobile magnate Henry Ford, who earned $264,000 a day, was declared a "bil- 
lionaire" by the Associated Press 

Radio station WEAF objected to airing a toothpaste commercial, deciding that care 
of the teeth was too delicate a subject for broadcast 
The first commercially prepared baby food was marketed 
The U.S. Post Office burned 500 copies of James Joyce's Ulysses 
The mah-jongg craze swept the nation, outselling radios 

Protestant Episcopal bishops voted to erase the word obey from the marriage ceremony 
Movie idol Wallace Reid died in a sanitarium of alcohol and morphine addiction 
Thom McAn shoe store introduced mass-produced shoes sold through chain stores 
for $3.99 a pair 

Hollywood's black list of "unsafe" persons stood at 117 

Radio was a national obsession; people stayed up half the night listening to concerts, 
sermons and sports 
Syracuse University banned dancing 

A cargo ship was converted into the first U.S. aircraft carrier 

Publications for the year included T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land, F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
The Beautiful and the Damned and H.G. Wells's The Outline of History; Willa 
Cather won the Pulitzer Prize for One of Ours 

The tomb of King Tutankhamen, in the Valley of the Kings, Egypt, was discovered 
New York's Delmonico's Restaurant closed 

The first mechanical telephone switchboard was installed in New York 
Broadway producer Florenz Ziegfeld forbade his stars to perform on radio because 
it "cheapens them" 

In describing the new "flapper," Vanity Fair reported, "She will never . . . knit you 
a necktie, but she'll go skiing with you. . . . She may quote poetry to you, not Indian 
love lyrics but something about the peace conference or theology" 
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1923 Profile 




Jervey Steffens loves to discuss her dreams with her best 
friend. 



Middle Class 

A native of Seaman, Ohio, Jervey Steffens is a dreamer of big dreams, such as becom- 
ing a famous jazz saxophone player or writing a controversial book that will rile the 

censors, although she may settle for secretarial school or a few 

years in college. 



Life at Home 

•Even though her real name is Eleanor, her father has called 
her by her middle name, Jervey, since she was a little girl; now 
everyone does. 

•She loves having a name different from everyone else's. 
•Now that she is 16 and has read about what Napoleon and 
Mozart did as teens, Jervey believes it is time to have important 
thoughts and make big discoveries. 

•She feels that greatness is her destiny, too, and that she will 
make her mark on the world through music or literature. 
•To play saxophone with Fletcher Henderson's jazz band, or 
write a great novel that would make the censors cringe — now 
that would be grand. 

•Last year, when she was much younger, she often spent time 
wondering about her neighbors' real occupations: Was the 
debonair man who lived down the street really a desperate 
criminal, the lady next door a world-famous dancer, or a 
World War I spy, or both, and did the Wilkersons have count- 
less millions buried in their backyard? 

•Now that she is a junior in high school, she has put those fan- 
tastic notions behind her, although she still wonders about the 
true nature of the debonair man down the street. 
•The family attends the Methodist church, and her mother is 
a committed Epworth advocate. 
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Jervey and classmate Dorothy are fashion rivals. 

• Jervey can tell when The Epworth Herald arrives; her 
mother will either begin to talk about tithing, going to 
a devotional or helping others — sometimes all at the 
same time. 

• Lately her mother has been devoting her time to the 
elimination of child labor across America, telling every- 
one she knows, "Children should have a childhood." 

• Jervey and her family live in a turn-of-the-century, 
Queen Anne-style house that has rooms for dining, 
living and sitting on the first floor, in addition to a 
bathroom, pantry and kitchen. 

• The front and rear staircases lead to a 790-square- 
foot second floor with four bedrooms, one of which is 
Jervey's, and a bath, which she must share with the 
rest of the family. 

• Her father is impossible to figure out; all he ever says 
to her is, "Turn off the lights when you leave the 
room; I'm not made of money," yet recently he spent 
$112 to install a new coal burning central heating sys- 
tem so he won't have to tend to the fire so much. 

• For reasons that are beyond her, all of her friends seem 
to like her mother and come over to the house often, 
especially now that the Steffens have an electric mixer, 
which makes cookie and cake baking a breeze. 

• The invention of small electric motors has made pos- 
sible a revolution in household appliances including 
vacuum cleaners, and reliable refrigerators and wash- 
ing machines. 




Htllt Mlt SukllJfilil! Jl 1 iMilluL: tulrl'l Ffifc 



The family recently installed a central heating system. 




Her favorite teacher, Miss Patterson, gave Jervey Tales of the 
Jazz Age to read. 
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Jervey's home is a magnet for her classmates. 




Many appliances can be bought on the installment plan, which allows payments for 
a new appliance to be spread over 12 months. 

Jervey's mother says her favorite time of the week is when the two of them sit down 
in the kitchen together and snap string beans, though Jervey is less enamoured with 
this ritual. 

• Recently the entire family took a trip to the cinema to see Cecil B. 
DeMille's The Ten Commandments, which was wonderful. 

• Seaman's moving picture theater was created when local busi- 
nessmen banded together and each bought one or two shares in 
the Star Moving Picture Company so the village could enjoy the 
movie boom sweeping America. 

• Jervey is just dying to go see The Pilgrim, starring Charlie 
Chaplin, and The Hunchback of Notre Dame when they come to 
town. 

• The only time of the year she hates is the Easter season, when "the 
butterfly story" gets told and retold. 

• When she was six, she overheard her mother say that she didn't 
know if she would have enough money to buy herself new Easter 
shoes to match her new Easter outfit, so Jervey secretly created 
and colored a set of paper butterflies that she could sell to her 
neighbors for $0.10 each. 

• At the first stop, she told her next-door neighbor, Mrs. Middleton, 
that her mother was too poor to buy shoes and she was working 
to buy them. 
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/« fc/gfc school, Jervey is being encouraged to read current literature by F. Scott Fitzgerald. 

• At the second stop, Mrs. Holly was told that Jervey's mother was so poor that she 
was going to be barefooted at Easter, and at the third house, Mrs. Flowers was told 
even more stories that included Jervey's mother not having anything to wear at all. 

• Each woman expressed delight at the prospect of buying a butterfly from the child 
and each gave her $0.10. 

• When Jervey arrived home with three dimes, her mother was on the telephone with 
Mrs. Middleton, who was relaying the sales pitch and the family's recent descent 
into abject poverty. 

• Jervey wrapped her three dimes in the last butterfly and presented them to her 
mother to buy shoes, which were bought and proudly displayed at Easter. 

• It was the last time she was allowed to sell butterflies, but not the last time the story 
was told; it has become an Easter ritual to retell it. 

• Now that the family has a radio, many evenings are spent listening to the glorious 
sounds of the Rheingold Quartet or the Lucky Strike Show. 

• Jervey loves listening to jazz and pretending that she is sitting in the midst of the 
orchestra, wailing away. 

Life at School 

• In class Jervey is known as a reader and a dreamer. 

• On more than one occasion she has been caught reading books other than the 
assigned text; her favorites are adventure stories with girls as the heroines, as in The 
Radio Girls on Station Island by Margaret Penrose. 

• Her favorite teacher, Miss Bertha Patterson, a graduate of Cornell University, 
understands Jervey's need to read. 

• After class, Miss Patterson often challenges her to read current literature, recently 
giving her E Scott Fitzgerald's new book, Tales of the Jazz Age. 

• Jervey absolutely loves the opening sentence of the story, Jelly-Bean: "Jim Powell is a 
Jelly-bean. Much as I desire to make him an appealing character, I feel that it would 
be unscrupulous to deceive you on that point. He was a bred-in-the-bone, dyed-in-the- 
wool, ninety-nine and three-quarters percent Jelly-bean and he grew lazily all during 
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Jervey is the only girl in the Saxophone Club. 



9ftc RADIO GIRLS 
on STATION ISLAND 




By MARGARET PENROSE 

jfuifibr **r" The Dorothy Dale Series 



She loves books which feature a resourceful girl. 



Jelly-bean season, which is every season, down in the land of 
the Jelly-beans well below the Mason-Dixon line." 
She wants to write just like that someday — loose, free, 
strong and sure. 

Jervey is on the girls' basketball team and is the only girl 
in the school's Saxophone Club. 

The basketball team only played five games during the sea- 
son, because travelling long distances during Ohio winters 
can be treacherous. 

They lost four of the five games, defeated in the first game 
of the season 23 to 6, but they improved. 
After the boys' game against the Columbus Mutes, the 
Junior Hi-Y staged a "stag" at the YMCA; they played 
basketball until two in the morning, then went to the game 
room until 4:30, slept for an hour and held a breakfast on 
the basketball court at 5:30 a.m. 
The girls' team was not invited. 

She loves being the only girl playing the saxophone with 
five guys. 

Some of Jervey's neighbors are concerned that a group 
composed of five boys and one girl does not look proper, so 
the club holds most of its practices in the front parlor of 
Jervey's house, where everyone can be properly supervised. 
When she reads the line in the High School Annual that 
says the Saxophone Club is "the first organization of its 
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The basketball team has played five games, winning one. 



"Just for the Love of Them," 
Mansfield (Ohio) High School Annual, 1923: 

Breathes there the girl with creative instinct so dead that never to herself has 
murmured, "I must do something original"? Probably not. At any rate the 
senior girls progressed beyond that murmur to the realms of accomplish- 
ment. Just in the way of proving their originality they set the pace for future 
classmen by giving a reception to the faculty, if you please. 

Seemingly by magic, the third floor had been transformed into an 
unusually attractive living room. We were "senior-y" throughout the 
whole, our old cerise and blue having been carried out to a "T." Here 
our illustrious guests were welcomed. . . . 

Our musical ones performed first. Piano solos were given by Naomi 
Wigton and Naomi Banks, while Louise Emery gave a violin selection. 
The senior girls' Sextette also gave a group of selections. 

Lest this grow monotonous, however, a one-act play was presented. It 
was one of Oliphant Down's Pierro and Pierette plays, The Maker of 
Dreams. We never dreamed that Louise Booth could make such a hand- 
some Pierro. (Oh, what a Romeo!) And Marion Bradford as Pierrette had 
us all at her feet. Mirian Rife, the Maker of Dreams was very good, too. 
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"Code of Conduct for Teachers," Southern Ohio District, 
W. W. Fuller, Superintendent, 1923: 

Some teachers, 1922-3, have failed for the following reasons: (a) lack of 
knowledge of subject matter and inability to manage children; (b) attention 
to card playing, dancing, and other social interests to the neglect of their 
schoolwork; (c) on account of falling in love with high school pupils; (d) on 
account of keeping company with sorry men; (e) on account of night riding 
without a chaperon; (f) on account of attendance at rotten vaudeville and 
sorry moving picture shows; (g) on account of entertaining company until 
late hours at night, making good schoolwork the next day impossible; (h) 
on account of failure to take any vital interest in church and Sunday school 
work and other community activities. 

If you think this applicant will and can avoid all the above sources of 
failure, I shall appreciate your saying so. If you think there is doubt about 
her having enough sense to avoid these sources of failure, I shall appreciate 
your frankness. We are after teachers who are in earnest about doing what 
they are paid to do. We prefer that other kinds go elsewhere. 



type; it is proving to be a popular organization which has been very acceptable to 

the public and the pupils of the high school," she snickers. 

Everyone knows that if Jimmy Epting's dad hadn't gone to the superintendent's 

office and threatened to sue if the group wasn't sanctioned, the club would never 

have been formed. 

She can't wait to be a senior, when she and her friends will be the oldest and in charge. 

Jervey has always thought she would go to secretarial school, but is now thinking 

about college. 

Last year nearly half of the class went to college, most to Ohio State and Miami 

University; a few went to Oberlin and Wooster, but she thinks that going to Cornell 

would be keen. 

She is very pleased that she now has a school dress that includes a clasp-locker, or 

what some magazines are calling a zipper. 



PLAY THE GAME 

With Real Equipment for Baseball, Football and Bas- 
ketball. Camping Supplies of Quality and Worth. 

THE SPORTING GOODS STORE 

YUNCKER BROS. 



MAIN STREET 



ADAM 1508 
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The school annual is graced with student art and section headings. 

• Since World War I, the device has become more popular, even in clothing for chil- 
dren and young women. 

• Jervey was convinced that her rival, Dorothy Lancaster, would have a dress with a 
zipper first, but is glad it didn't happen. 

• She might even wear the dress to the Isaly's Circus, which is making its third trip 
around the world and plans a stop near her home in Seaman. 

• Featured acts advertised in fliers include John Zellnerino Batistichiski, the Italian 
knife thrower; Clark Brooks Martinique, the cigarette fiend; Helene Foxe, the 
graceful rope walker, Clara Beard Evans, the bearded lady, Maurice Bair Valintino, 
the cowpuncher who courts death and laughs at disaster. 
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Business in Seaman is booming. 

Life in the Community: Seaman, Ohio 

• The community of Seaman was named for Frank Seaman, a wealthy farmer who 
bought a 180-acre farm in 1880 at a sheriff's sale on the courthouse steps to settle 
the Hamilton estate. 

• Much of the village is located on that property today. 

• Two years later, Frank Seaman donated two acres to the Cincinnati and Eastern 
Railway on the condition that they name the station Seaman. 
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"Amusing Incidents," A Town in the Making 
History of Seaman, Ohio, by Frank G. Young, 1929: 



At the close of the school year in 1920, there was 
a lot of excitement in "this man's town," due to 
the activities of the senior class. One night near 
the close of the term, the freshmen arranged for a 
party, but the boys were picked up one by one, as 
they were going to the party, by the seniors and 
kidnapped. They were taken to an old house west 
of the village and kept captive until a late hour, 
when they escaped, after three or four free-for-all 
fights in which clothes were torn and faces disfig- 
ured. The "freshies" finally got to the party. The 
next morning the seniors were on the streets in full 
force, and the freshmen, both boys and girls, were 
out also looking for a chance to even up for the 
kidnapping of the night previous. They clashed in 
front of the mayor's office, and engaged in another 



free-for-all, the girls joining in the melee, but the 
mayor soon put a stop to the scuffle. 

Word had gotten out that the freshmen boys 
intended to kidnap the seniors as they marched 
from the home of the superintendent to the 
Presbyterian church for their graduation exer- 
cises, so John Hannah, who was the village mar- 
shal, was called upon to escort the seniors to the 
church, and in the name of the law, made this 
impossible. After the graduation exercises were 
over, Mr. Hannah escorted them back to the 
home of Supt. Fred Lott. With the exception of 
a wire that was stretched across the street at one 
point, nothing happened. This is the first thing 
of its kind that ever happened at graduation 
time, and the last. 



To encourage the construction of a railway to their land, local farmers donated fine 
oak logs to the railway company and hauled them to a sawmill to be cut into lum- 
ber for the station. 

The current high school, constructed of brick and stone, sits on a five-acre tract 
west of the village, and includes an auditorium-gymnasium. 

Jervey's grandfather operates the town's biggest produce house, dealing in eggs, 
poultry, cream and veal calves. 

Business is going so well, he now owns two trucks and takes local produce to 
Cincinnati twice a week. 

Recently, thanks to considerable lobbying, the streets of Seaman were dramatically 
improved when the State Highway Department scraped the roads and covered 
them with crushed rock. 

Seaman prides itself on being a well-mannered town, which extends to its dogs; to 
keep strays under control, "Stringer" Barnes, the freight conductor on the railway, 
pays small boys to gather up all the unclaimed dogs and haul them to the station, 
where the dogs are then transported on the train to the neighboring community of 
Portsmouth and turned loose. 

Recently, after the Nelson brothers escorted a cow into the office of the cinema, the 
city fathers attempted to establish a 9:00 p.m. curfew for teenagers, though the 
matter was dropped after Mr. Nelson gave his two boys a sound whipping and paid 
for the ledger book and tickets eaten by the cow. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1923 



Even though Prohibition is the law of the land, prescription liquor for those in need 
remained unrestricted 

Clean Book Leagues formed around the nation to protect America's youth from 
"smut," while controversy raged about the work of D. H. Lawrence 
Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan debated the issue of evolution versus 
fundamentalism in the Chicago Tribune 

Girls who dressed in the style of flappers in Tennessee were banned from public 
schools until they rolled their stockings back up over their knees 
The German shepherd Rin Tin Tin captured stardom as a top silent movie star 
Montana and Nevada became the first states to introduce old-age pensions 
The Dow-Jones Average hit a high of 105, a low of 86 

A sign reading HOLLYWOODLAND was erected in Los Angeles; each letter meas- 
ured 30 by 50 feet 

The rubber diaphragm, Pan American World Airlines, the Milky Way candy bar, 
Welch's grape jelly, the name Popsicle and the Hertz Drive-Ur-Self all made their first 
appearance 

President Warren G. Harding died in office and was honored nationwide as his 
cortege traveled from San Francisco to Washington 

Evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson opened a $1.5 million temple in Los Angeles, 
which included a "miracle room" where the healed could discard their crutches and 
wheelchairs 

Music hits included "Yes! We Have No Bananas," "Who's Sorry Now?" and "That 
Old Gang of Mine" ^^^^^ 

Blues singer Bessie Smith's "Downhearted Blues" sold a record two million copies 
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"Troubled Thoughts about Prohibition," by Ida M. Tarbell, 
The Delineator, June 1928: 

Is prohibition becoming a menace to temperance? A startling question but one which 
must be considered by the gentlemen who gather in Kansas City, Missouri, and in 
Houston, Texas, during this month, if they are to frame platforms on which candid 
Democrats and Republicans can support with some degree of hopefulness and self- 
respect the candidates for the presidency which they name. 

Five years ago I should have laughed at such a question. A menace? Prohibition had 
established national temperance. I was the more emphatic because a convert. I had not 
liked a national law dictating what men could or could not drink. Temperance by force 
seemed to mean an untrustworthy substitute for temperance by choice, which 
I believed we were slowly achieving. I dreaded, too, the spread through the country of 
the hateful combination of fanatical dryness and underhanded wetness which I had run 
upon in more than one so-called "bone-dry" state. However, I was willing to consent 
to any measure that promised to root out the saloon. 

My doubts and fears — wobbling if you wish — were ended by a series of personal 
experiences in the years immediately following the adoption of the Eighteenth 
Amendment. At that time I was giving from four to eight consecutive weeks each 
winter to lyceum work. It took me from coast to coast and from gulf to lakes. It meant 
night changes in lonesome places, waits in dreary stations, days in questionable 
hotels. The only real terror that I had ever felt in this hard travel was of the drunken 
man who, not infrequently, reeled against me, leered at me. Not long after the adop- 
tion of the Eighteenth Amendment, I discovered that he was gone. Prohibition had 
destroyed him. 

Another heartening discovery was the new life among working people. Every 
industrial settlement I visited, or from which I had reports, was taking on order and 
cleanliness unheard of before the Amendment. The children had more shoes, the 
women more time at home; there were cars and savings accounts. Prohibition had 
done this by closing the saloon, forcing the weak and vicious to sobriety. No price, 
I told myself, was too great to pay for such a shortcut to national temperance. 
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That was five years ago. Today, I am asking myself whether prohibition is any 
longer serving as a guarantee of temperance, whether it may not be that, having accom- 
plished its revolutionary purpose — destruction of the saloon — it is not actually becom- 
ing a hindrance to further progress and may not in a few years, if things go on as they 
are now, become a menace to the degree of temperance from choice which the country 
had achieved before the Eighteenth Amendment was adopted. 

These questions had been forced upon me just as my conclusions of five years ago 
were forced by personal experience in the course of travel necessary to filling lecture 
engagements in various parts of the country. The comforting security I had come to 
feel, whatever the loneliness or sordidness, has been disturbed by the reappearance of 
an occasional drunken man on a railroad platform, or at night on a street. 

More disquieting is the evidence that liquor is finding its way into a place which 
I am obliged to use constantly and in which I had always felt safe — the Pullman car. 
Liquor on the breath of a Pullman porter was an entirely new experience to me, but 
in the past few years it has been frequent. Changing cars in the middle of the night 
three years ago, I was helped to my train by a porter so drunk that I refused to stay 
in the car unless he was removed, as he was promptly, with profuse apologies by a 
sleepy conductor. How could this happen under the strict rules of the company in a 
body of men as self-respecting and altogether admirable as our Pullman porters? 
Only through passengers, carrying their supply, drinking it on the train, and treating 
the porter who accepts through weakness, the desire to be obliging, or the fear if he 
refuses of endangering the fat fee which is almost sure to follow protection of a 
drinking party. 

Drunken men and drinking parties have been frequent on the Pullmans I have used 
in recent years. I have lain awake and listened to a man babble half the night and 
nobody protested except myself, and my protest was effective for only brief intervals. 
I recall at least half a dozen drinking parties going on in state rooms. I do not know 
that anything could be done about it so long as they remained in their own quarters. 
They had paid for the room. They carried their own liquor. I have had one convincing 
proof that they carried an ample supply. It was after a night on a train which a band 
of revelers had invaded at midnight, keeping the passengers awake for two or three 
hours by their irrepressible excitement. Everybody changed trains at daybreak. There 
was confusion about the bags; during the morning I opened the one I had carried off. 
Lying on top of the other contents were two big bottles of Scotch whiskey — part of the 
supply of the hilarious party that had caused so much disturbance to the would-be 
sleepers of the night before. 

The hotel, like the railroad, had ceased to be the inviolate place 
I believed it had become. Even highly respectable hotels 
sometimes allowed drinking parties to go on until fellow 
guests protested. In one of the best-managed small 
hotels I frequent — one to which I always go when I 
am in that particular city — a large party occupied a 
room next to mine one night four years ago, and 
were undisturbed in a noisy drinking bout until 
around 2 a.m., when I telephoned the office that 
my patience was exhausted. The men were quickly 
carried or steered to other quarters. In this case the 
party was made up of delegates to a convention annually 
held in the house — a profitable connection not to be 
disturbed if it was possible to avoid it. 
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Activist Ida Tarbell questions the effectiveness of prohibition. 
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Over-Sunday drinking parties in Western and 
Southern towns — I have never run across them else- 
where — are sometimes of dreadful proportion. Arriving 
at 8 a.m. one Monday at a trim new hotel in a North 
Dakota town, I was hardly in my room before a highly 
exasperated housekeeper appeared to examine what she 
called the "remains!" 

"There have been two bums locked in this room 
since Saturday — drinking their souls away. Nobody 
could get in. Look there," she almost sobbed, "so drunk 
they actually poured their whiskey over my nice new 
mahogany." True enough, there were long patches of 
varnish burned down the front of the bureau, and the 
desk was scarred. 

"It was worse than before prohibition in this part of 
the country," the housekeeper went on. "I thought that 
the Amendment would end our troubles, but the drink- 
ing is more beastly. We have them every week just like 
this." 

"And where do they get it?" I asked. 
"They get it here in town. Anybody can that's wise. 
We are only 60 miles from the border and a whiskey 
express runs through on schedule time. The drivers stop 
here at midnight for gas and meals. Anybody can get 
what he wants from them. 

Many of the women I have talked with in Middle 
West boarding houses and hostelries have been deeply 
disturbed by what they described as "things that never 
happened before." Tied up for 24 hours by a storm in a 
dingy railroad town, I was obliged to stay in a boarding 
house near the tracks. It was winter and the sitting-room 
was unheated. My room was cold and inexpressibly dreary. So I took refuge in the big 
dining-room where a vicious but beautiful parrot, the activities of the incoming and 
shifting trains seen between the blossoming geraniums and begonias in the big win- 
dows, and my landlady kept me entertained. 

"See that boy," she said pointing to a little fellow of perhaps 12 years, coming 
from behind a freight car with a big package in his arms. "That's booze he's got. 
That happens every day and I don't know how in the world we're going to stop it. 
This always was a bad town for a drink. We've had a bar in this very house. My 
husband ran it, but I kept an eye on it. Made him shut down at midnight, throw out 
drunks. He never drank bad — barkeepers ain't apt to. We women here were all for 
prohibition and it certainly did clean up the town the first two years. Then the stuff 
began to be sneaked in. See that garage over there? — nothing but a speakeasy. That's 
where that boy is going. Men don't dare take it off the train in daylight — use boys — 
use boys to distribute it, that's what scares me. Bad as the saloons were, boys never 
went into them. We women would have torn them down first, but how are we going 
to stop this? They're so cunning about it and sneaky, and with the men back of them 
like they are. Do you suppose they don't get a drink now and then? Can't make me 
believe they don't! And how about respect for law — any kind of law? They are grow- 




ing up without it. 
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"As for the men — they drink more, at least my husband does. Always was a great 
hand to visit. The traveling men — railroad hands off work used to come in here nights; 
now they go over there — so there he goes, and he drinks too much. I ain't got anything 
like the hold I had on him with the bar in the house. But it's the boys that worry me 
most — and not knowing what we can do about it." 

The here-dry, there-wet practice shows itself frequently in the industrial world. 
There are no more ardent supporters of prohibition than the heads of great indus- 
tries. They have profited enormously by it. It has made for the steadiness and 
efficiency of labor. Because of it, the liberal-minded and progressive employers have 
seen their safety, stock sharing, educational and housing plans pushed vigorously 
forward. The men were morally inclined and financially able to cooperate. 
Prohibition has made, too, for industrial peace. Sober men are reasonable men. 
Employers of labor are emphatic supporters of prohibition — for their employees; as 
for themselves, they often "know how to drink" and exercise a privilege which 
money and power give them. 

That is, the employer makes of prohibition an economic class issue. Those who 
haven't money must not be trusted, those who have may be. The working man does 
not admit the fairness of the decision. He contends that he is as capable of self-control 
as his employer and we have organized labor demanding a modification of the Volstead 
Act which will give back beer to the worker. 

The situation we are now in is most difficult and trying for the great body of sin- 
cere and consistent prohibitionists who have labored for years for a national amend- 
ment, believing that it would put an immediate end to all forms of intemperance. If 
they are frank and open-eyed, and many of them are, they are suffering the painful dis- 
illusionment which inevitably comes to reformers who believe the evil they hate can be 
cured by law or formulas alone. When they get what they want, they sooner or later 
are horrified to find law is not enough — that the way out is not so easy — that they still 
are under the old hard compulsion of persuading men. They have tried to shuffle off 
responsibility and here it is back on their shoulder, croaking in their ear, that unless 
they win consent, the law will be nullified — may finally die of disuse. 

This is bringing from many a new question: Might not a crusade arouse law- 
breakers to the enormity of defying the law of the nation — bring them to what is called 
by some "willing acceptance" of what has been decided by the majority to be for the 
good of all? But the old-fashioned appeal was to free manhood. Can you arouse a man 
willingly to yield to a law which he believes an interference with his right of choice? 
The strength of the old appeal lay in its power to stir a man to make an effort to 
control himself. His assent was what was sought. He gave it because he was convinced 
of its Tightness and he was helped toward permanent control largely by his pride in 
showing that he could, if he would, control himself. Can youth particularly be stirred 
by appeals to obey laws it did not assist in making? It is doubtful; but it can be stirred 
mightily by appeals to its ideals of manhood. 

May it not be that, in attempting to force total abstinence on all men, we have 
destroyed the only approach we had to some men — the approach through the intellect, 
the self-respect, the conscience? If that be true, will much be gained by crusades in 
favor of "willing acceptance"? 

These troublesome questions are not touched by the advice some of our very 
able citizens are giving: Repeal the Amendment. To be told to do what cannot be 
done is no help in a bad situation. There is little or no reason to suppose that the 
country would at this juncture repeal the Eighteenth Amendment. There is too large 
a part of it that believes firmly that it can be enforced — that enforcement has 
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never had a fair trial. It must not be forgotten that there are hundreds of practi- 
cally dry communities in the United States. They became dry, many of them, long 
before national prohibition, through years of continued temperance agitation. 
Such communities generally admit, when they are cornered or off guard, that there 
may be some liquor finding its way in, but they consider it the exception that 
proves the rule. "We enforce prohibition — why can't the nation? It can if it would." 
They are generally inclined to consider recitals of growing intemperance under pro- 
hibition as sensationalism or attempts of the liquor interests to scare the country 
into repeal. 
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1928 News Feature 

"Should Girls Play Interschool Basketball?" 
by Henry S. Curtis, Hygenia, November 1928: 

There is a great increase in interest in athletics 
among girls all over the world. In Germany, France, 
England and America we find the same enthusiasm. 
Most women physical directors and school authori- 
ties believe that contests for girls should be confined 
to intramural athletics rather than to interschool 
competition such as men have. But it is by no means 
certain that women and girls are going to abide by 
the decision of school authorities. It is a part of their 
new feeling for liberty and equality of opportunity 
that they should be allowed to enter interschool 
competition if they wish. 

Such competition of girls in basketball in the 
past has often been injurious. It has taken place by 
boys' rules, under men coaches, with long halves 
and with inadequate training to bear the strain 
involved. 

In Illinois, the rules permit girls to compete only 
in volleyball and tennis, while in Maryland they 
may compete in tennis, playground ball, volleyball 
and dodge ball. 

The Women's Athletic Federation has stood 
firmly against interschool competition for girls, par- 
ticularly in basketball, and has insisted that when 
contests did take place the girls should be in the 
charge of women physical directors, should play 
quarters rather than halves, and should always play 
by girls' rules. 
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Of the colleges, considerably less than 10 percent allow 
women to compete in interschool basketball, though such 
competition is doubtless less objectionable for college women 
than it is for high school girls. Nearly all women physical 
directors in colleges are opposed to it. 

Some of the reasons given are the following: On the 
social side it is said that women have not been trained for 
interschool competition and that they do not thus far have 
the traditions of sportsmanship that have been impressed 
upon men's teams for generations; they are poor losers and 
often lose their tempers along with the game. It is further 
asserted that girls are nervously more unstable than men and 
are consequently more affected in the way of distraction from 
their studies, in the loss of sleep before and after games and 
in general nervous injuries. It is not good social policy to have 
girls travel about the country for interschool contests. Oft 
times there is no suitable place for changing their clothes or 
for taking showers after the game. Remarks by spectators are 
often discourteous or even insulting, and the publicity in the 
papers is usually not the kind that emphasizes feminine 
ideals. 
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HARD TO BEAT 

Continuing a heated rivalry, West Durham High School Girls' Basketball Team 
was defeated only once by the Durham High squad in 1924. 
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On the physical side it is said that a woman has a much smaller heart than a man 
and that basketball involves a continual strain which a small heart is not well-qual- 
ified to stand, even resulting in the girl's fainting or being unable to stand at the end 
of the half. Strains of the knee and about the body are more injurious to girls than 
boys. Bruises on the breast and abdomen are likely to be serious. Jumping and 
falling sometimes result in displacements which may require an operation to pre- 
vent sterility. 

All these objections are more serious where girls are playing by boys' rules with 
men coaches. Many former women players believe that these contests are injurious 
to them. 
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I OOK around you at the big game 
— and see the Fatima packages pop outl No gathering of 
the younger set, large or small, fails to extend this ex- 
traordinary record. Unquestionably, Fatima has pleased 
more smokers for more years than any other cigarette. 
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Mention of Harper'* Magazine is the bed introduction to our advertisers 
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However, this question is far from settled. Basketball by girls' rules, played in quar- 
ters, after adequate training and with a competent woman physical director in charge, 
is quite different from basketball played in halves, by boys' rules and under a man 
physical director. It may be that when basketball has been led up to by other, less stren- 
uous games, and when adequate preparation has been given in sportsmanship, we 
should be ready to hold interschool competitions for girls of which the educational 
authorities can approve. 
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1930-1939 

Few Americans escaped the devastating impact of the most severe depression 
in the nation's history as banks failed, railroads became insolvent, unemploy- 
ment rose and factories closed. Women were told they could no longer work 
because they were occupying a job that could be held by a man. Other workers 
accepted shorter hours so two or three people could be paid for one 40-hour 
week. School attendance was cut back to only five months in many states. Fewer 
couples chose marriage, fewer still had children in this austere environment. By 
1932, one in four Americans was jobless. One in every four farms was sold for 
taxes. Five thousand banks closed their doors, wiping out the lifetime savings of 
millions of Americans, rich and poor. 

The stock market sank into the doldrums. In urban areas, apple sellers 
appeared on street corners. Bread lines became common sights. The unem- 
ployed wandered from city to city seeking work, only to discover the pervasive 
nature of the economic collapse. In some circles the American Depression 
was viewed as the fulfillment of Marxist prophecy — the inevitable demise of 
capitalism. President Franklin D. Roosevelt thought otherwise. Backed by his 
New Deal promises and a focus on the "forgotten man," the president pro- 
duced a swirl of government programs designed to lift the country out of its 
paralytic gloom. 

Roosevelt's early social experiments were characterized by relief, recovery, 
and reform. Believing that the expansion of the United States economy was tem- 
porarily over, Roosevelt paid attention to better distribution of resources and 
planned production. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), for example, put 
250,000 jobless young men to work in the forests for $1.00 a day. By 1935, gov- 
ernment deficit spending was spurring economic change. By 1937, total manu- 
facturing output exceeded that of 1929; unfortunately, prices and wages rose too 
quickly and the economy dipped again in 1937, driven by inflation fears and 
restrictions on bank lending. Nonetheless, many roads, bridges, public build- 
ings, dams, and trees became part of the landscape thanks to federally 
employed workers. The Federal Theatre Project, for example, employed 1,300 
people during the period, reaching 25 million attendees with more than 1,200 
productions. Despite progress, 10 million workers were still unemployed in 
1938 and farm prices lagged behind manufacturing progress. Full recovery 
would not occur until the United States mobilized for World War II. 

While the nation suffered from economic blows, the West was being whipped 
by nature. Gigantic billowing clouds of dust up to 10,000 feet high swept across 
the parched Western Plains throughout the '30s. Sometimes the blows came 
with lightning and booming thunder, but often they were described as being 
"eerily slight, blackening everything in their path." All human activity halted. 
Planes were grounded. Buses and trains stalled, unable to race clouds that 
could move at speeds of more than 100 miles per hour. On the morning of 
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May 9, 1934, the wind began to blow up the topsoil of Montana and Wyoming, 
and soon some 350 million tons were sweeping eastward. By late afternoon, 12 
million tons had been deposited in Chicago. By noon the next day, Buffalo, New 
York, was dark with dust. Even the Atlantic Ocean was no barrier. Ships 300 
miles out to sea found dust on their decks. During the remainder of 1935, there 
were more than 40 dust storms that reduced visibility to less than one mile. 
There were 68 more storms in 1936, 72 in 1937, and 61 in 1938. On the High 
Plains, 10,000 houses were simply abandoned, and nine million acres of farm 
turned back to nature. Banks offered mortgaged properties for as little as $25 
for 160 acres and found no takers. 

The people of the 1930s excelled in escape. Radio matured as a mass medi- 
um, creating stars such as Jack Benny, Bob Hope, and Fibber McGee and Molly. 
For a time it seemed that every child was copying the catch phrase of radio's 
Walter Winchell, "Good evening, Mr. and Mrs. America, and all the ships at 
sea," or pretending to be Jack Benny when shouting, "Now, cut that out!" Soap 
operas captured large followings and sales of magazines like Screenland and 
True Story skyrocketed. Each edition of True Confessions sold 7.5 million 
copies. Nationwide, movie theaters prospered as 90 million Americans attend- 
ed the "talkies" every week, finding comfort in the uplifting excitement of 
movies and movie stars. Big bands made swing the king of the decade, while 
jazz came into its own. And the social experiment known as Prohibition died in 
December 1933, when the Twenty-first Amendment swept away the restrictions 
against alcohol ushered in more than a decade earlier. 

Attendance at professional athletic events declined during the decade, but 
softball became more popular than ever and golf began its drive to become a 
national passion as private courses went public. Millions listened to boxing on 
radio, especially the exploits of the "Brown Bomber," Joe Louis. As average peo- 
ple coped with the difficult times, they married later, had fewer children, and 
divorced less. Extended families often lived under one roof; opportunities for 
women and minorities were particularly limited. Survival, not affluence, was 
often the practical goal of the family. A disillusioned nation, which had wor- 
shipped the power of business, looked instead toward a more caring government. 

During the decade, United Airlines hired its first airline stewardess to allay 
passengers' fears of flying. The circulation of Reader's Digest climbed from 
250,000 to eight million before the decade ended and Esquire, the first maga- 
zine for men, was launched. The early days of the decade gave birth to Hostess 
Twinkies, Bird's Eye frozen vegetables, windshield wipers, photoflash bulbs, 
and pinball machines. By the time the Depression and the 1930s drew to a 
close, Zippo lighters, Frito's corn chips, talking books for the blind, beer in 
cans, and the Richter scale for measuring earthquakes had all been introduced. 
Despite the ever-increasing role of the automobile in the mid-1930s, Americans 
still spent $1,000 a day on buggy whips. 
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1931 News Profile 
Building Hoover Dam 



Massive public works projects like the Hoover Dam were an important part of the 
New Deal's response to the Great Depression. Hoover Dam was the first of the great 
multipurpose dams, providing flood control, water for irrigation, and hydroelectric 
power to the Southwest. The 60-story-high dam across the Colorado River was built 
by The Six Companies, a consortium mainly of little-known Western construction con- 
tractors. This is the story of one family that worked on "one of the monumental engi- 
neering achievements of the twentieth century." 

Erma Godbey, 1931: "We had heard a lot about the Boulder Canyon Project while we 
lived in Colorado and took the Denver Post, because the regional offices of the Bureau of 
Reclamation were in Colorado ... so we thought what we'd do is come over here. My 
mother and stepfather came down from Colorado to visit us. They were driving an old 
seven-passenger Dodge touring car. We had no car, so we had them drive us over here. We 
put a mattress and two baby cribs and two baby mattresses on the top of the car and tied 
them on. Then all of us got in the car. We brought a few cooking utensils and very few 
clothes and some bedding with us — and that's all. We had four children and my baby was 
only five months old. ... It was terrifically hot. My God it was terribly hot and dusty. 
None of the roads were paved in those days. It was just ungodly, it was so hot. 

We got into where Boulder City is now, down from where the airport used to be; that's 
where the Six Company camp was. It was all tents. We stopped there and asked about a job. 
They said we just have a tent mess hall here, and we have tents for the men that are work- 
ing, and you'll have to go down into the river bottom. We still had to keep on driving. . . . 

It was called Ragtown, but was officially Williamsville, after Claude Williams, who was 
in charge of it. It looked like anyplace that is just built out of pasteboard cartons or anything 
else. Everyone had come just in a car, with no furniture or anything. My mother looked 
around. They got to go back to Colorado. She said, 'Well, I'll never see you again, I'll never 
see you again.' I said, 'Oh Mom, we're tough. Remember, we're from pioneer stock.' After 
all, my mother had driven cattle from Texas on horseback to Colorado when she was 14 
years old. I said, 'We're pioneer stock; we'll last.' But she cried, and she left us. . . . 
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We were right in among all these other people that were already camped there. 
Some had tents, but a lot them just had canvas or blankets or anything they could have 
for shelter. There was one little fellow that they called 'Johnny behind the Rock.' There 
was a great big boulder as you came down Hemenway, Washington, to go to into 
Ragtown. He just kind of moved around where the shade was. He didn't have any tent 
or anything. He just kept moving wherever the shade was that the rock made. 

What I had to do — I had blankets made out of pure wool that I had had made up 
at Utah Woolen Mills. They had cost me $32.00 a pair, which was a lot of money in 
those days, when men were only making four bucks a day wage. We got a hold of some 
clothesline, and we had some safety pins. We put some poles in the ground and pinned 
those beautiful wool blankets with safety pins to those poles to try to make a little bit 
of shade from the terrible heat. It would get to be 120 by nine in the morning, and it 
wouldn't be below 120 before nine at night. It just seemed like the river just drew the 
heat right down there. You could just see the heat dancing off the mountains, the black 
cliffs down there. I would wrap my babies in wet sheets so they could sleep. But for 
my littlest baby, the one that was only five months old, Ila, I would put the wet sheet 
around her crib so the air would blow through it. But it wasn't enough. 
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It was about four days that we were like that, just with the blankets for shade. 
There was a little camp real close to us. The man who lived in that tent worked in 
drilling the diversion tunnels. He wasn't a miner; he just was somebody who needed to 
have a job. When they would blast in the tunnels, they would just set the blast off as 
the men came off the shift. Then the next shift would muck out, but the blast would 
go off between shifts. This man was so anxious to get in to work to earn his wages that 
he went in a little ahead of some of the other men, and the blast hadn't finished going 
off. Just as he put his shovel down to muck out, a delayed blast went off and made the 
handle of the shovel go like this and it disemboweled him. His wife — the only thing she 
could do was to have the body sent back home to her relatives or it would be buried 
in Las Vegas in the old cemetery — that was the Woodlawn Cemetery at the time. Then 
she'd just have to move on, since she had no way of making a living or anything. So 
we bought her tent. That way we had a small tent, but it still wasn't big enough for 
anything but maybe to do a little cooking in it. . . . 

We had to haul drinking water from the river. They had dug a couple of holes a lit- 
tle bit in from the river, and when the river would seep through the sand it would be 
pretty good. But, of course, when people would dip a lot into these wells, it would get 
riley again, so you'd have to let it settle. My husband didn't want to drink that water, 
and I didn't either. I had brought over my copper boiler, so I had something to put 
water in. He would just take the boiler and swipe water from the mess hall when the 
cooks were busy feeding the men. I didn't give my nursing baby enough water to drink. 
I gave her about the same amount of water that I had given my other babies that I had 
raised up in Colorado. She pretty near dehydrated. So one night when all my other 
children woke up and wanted a drink of water, I picked up the baby to nurse her and 
she just knocked the cup I was drinking from right out of my hand. It was a 10-ounce 
white granite cup. It spilled on her. My husband said, 'Mama, I think the baby's 
thirsty.' We gave her a drink, and she drank 10 ounces of water. She drank it from the 
cup, and she never did take water out of a bottle after that. 

They did have outside toilets that the government furnished. The rangers would put 
slaked lime in them about twice a week. The only thing you could do with garbage was 
to burn it. There was no garbage removal or anything. Everybody just had to burn 
their garbage on their own premises, as best they could. 

They would go to work at 7:00 in the morning. It was so terrible hot by noon that 
men were passing out with the heat. So they decided that they would go to work at 
4:00 in the morning and work until noon. Another shift would come on at 4:00 in the 
afternoon and work until midnight. But nobody would work during the very bad heat 
of the day between noon and 4:00. So then my husband had to be at work at 4:00 in 
the morning. That meant I had to get up at 2:30 in the morning and get some break- 
fast going for him and get his lunch packed. I was still using the campfire. The very 
first money we got, we got somebody to go into Las Vegas and we got a Coleman camp 
stove. We had a carbide lamp — that's what miners use, you know. And we had the car- 
bide crystals. So what I would use at night was the carbide lamp. 

The reason I left Ragtown was not only the heat. Four people died — four women died 
in one day. That was the 26th of July, 1931, and it was terribly hot. There was a woman 
that was 60 years old and a girl 16, and another woman that I don't know how old she 
was or anything much about her, and then there was a woman that was 28 that was only 
three tents from me. Her husband was working the swing shift in the diversion tunnels. 
They had come out from New York State. She was sick. He had done the best he could. 
He left her with a thermos bottle with ice. We could get ice once a day where they 
brought the ice in. They had a big dog, a big police dog. She just got to feeling terribly 
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bad, so she tied a note to her dog's collar and told him to get the ranger. He knew what 
she'd told him, but where was the ranger? Mr. Williams was anywhere. He probably 
wasn't in his office when the dog went hunting for him. In the note she had asked 
Mr. Williams to come and get her and take her to the river so she could get in the water 
to get cooled off. By the time Mr. Williams got to her after the dog got to him, she was 
just lying across of folding cot and she was dead. They told us women that were close. 
There were three of us that went over into her tent. We kind of straightened her up on 
the bed. 

They sent for the other ranger or somebody to get her husband out of the tunnels. 
The woman had been dead for probably an hour by the time he got there. He imme- 
diately tried to give her artificial respiration. Then her looked at we three women, and 
he said, 'Anybody going to Alaska? Anybody want to buy a fur coat?' We all just bat- 
ted our eyes, hearing this in over 120-degree heat. Who in the heck would want a fur 
coat? But we got to thinking later that what the poor man was trying to do was get 
enough money out of the fur coat to bury his wife. They couldn't even move her into 
Vegas right away, because there wasn't any transportation. They had taken the other 
three people earlier in the day into Las Vegas. I went back to my tent, and I told my 
husband, 'We've got to get out of here. We've just absolutely got to get out of here. I've 
got to get somewhere I can get the babies to a doctor if need be, and also myself.'" 
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Working Class 

Twelve-year-old Martha Hope and her family are preparing 
to leave their farm and move into town after her father died 
and the farm had to be sold; the two children were told he 
died of pneumonia — a story that disregarded the facts. 

Life at Home 

• Martha's father's given name was Robert Hope, but 
everyone called him by his middle name, Meek. 

• A farmer like his father before him, Meek raised cotton, 
but also kept an orchard of apples, grapes and peaches 
in York, South Carolina; the rest of the family's food 
was produced by the cows and chickens they raised. 

• Meek took great pride in his looks and his farm, but 
his passion was his hunting dogs. 

• Martha loves to tell how her daddy was so smart and 
his dogs so good, he could tell which dog was closest 
to catching the quarry based on its howl. 

• He often traveled on weekends to demonstrate their 
hunting prowess in dog shows around the state. 

• The dogs loved the trips so much they often waited on 
the running board of the old Ford truck he drove, 
eager for the next hunt to begin. 

• When he came back from long trips he would bring 
both children an eight-inch stick of mint candy. 

• Since he died all that has changed. 

• Martha's mother Edna has been offered a job at a dry 
cleaner's in town, so she is moving her family to live 
in one part of her great-uncle's house, where she will 
pay room and board. 
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After the move into town, Sonny plans to be a super salesman. 



PKIXES 




y *W 








n.-FF t.t,iwJ 


4 CUTIS PI II T.I SHIM, 1 HtlPtM 







D 




Times are too tough for anyone to take on additional mouths for free, everyone 
says over and over. 

Even though the house is big, Martha is worried the yard is too small to grow 
the vegetables the family needs. 

When she found out the farm was going to be sold, she didn't even cry once — 
until her little brother Sonny started to. 

Sonny says he is excited about the move to town; he won't talk about his father's 
death, but instead tells everyone he plans to be a salesman for Curtis Publishing 
Company and win lots of prizes. 

At night he spends hours going through the book of prizes available to top stu- 
dent salesmen; he knows he can sell enough subscriptions to win a Columbia 
Motobike by gathering 800 brown vouchers. 

He also thinks he may be the "kick-the-can" champion of the world; every day 
he practices kicking an Esso oil can from the farm to Uncle Ted's store down the 

road and back to keep in practice. 

• Most of their supplies come from the store, where 
Uncle Ted keeps lots of food in stock, but doesn't 
allow credit, especially to relatives. 

• Sometimes, though, he gives away little treats, and 
has been generous with Ritz Crackers, which were 
introduced in the market last year by National 
Biscuit Company. 

• Since the funeral, Martha has had to take on more 
responsibility for the family. 

• Right after her father died, her aunt came to her 

Mand said, "You need to make sure your little 
brother knows that Santa Claus does not exist and 
won't be coming this year. There is no use pre- 
tending now." 
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Most of the family's supplies come from Uncle Ted's store. 



Martha did as she was told, because an adult said so, even though, until that 
moment, it had never occurred to her that Santa Claus wasn't real. 
For her entire life, the family cooked and heated their 900-square-foot house with 
a wood stove, sometimes sleeping in the kitchen for warmth during the coldest days 
of winter. 

The wood stove also operated around the clock 
during the summer months, when the temperature 
outside often hovered near 100 degrees. 
Wood had to be cut weekly to keep it running; pine 
made a good hot fire, but oak was needed to keep 
the stove warm. 

On cold mornings, the dogs fought over the chance 
to lie by the warm oven door. 
The house has no electricity, although the rural 
electrical cooperative has now extended lines to 10 
miles' distance of the farm, with promises to hook 
up the rest within the year. 

On top of the wood stove rests a skillet of cornbread; 
even in bad times, cornbread and honey can be filling. 
They say it will be different in town, but she does- 
n't know if different is good or bad. 
On the farm, everyone has a role; most fieldwork was 
done by her father and a sharecropper who has a life- 
time of experience with a steel plow pulled by a mule. 
Martha is proud that she can butcher her own 
meat, cut cane and chop cotton. 
Every year after the weather cooled, her family and one 
neighbor joined together to butcher three or four hogs. 




Martha cherishes a picture of herself with her parents. 
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Until recently, most work was done by Martha's father, a sharecropper, and a mule. 




Meek's hunting dogs often wait at the car for the next outing. 



During that 18 -hour stretch, the hogs were killed and bled, sausage was ground, 
liver pudding made, lard rendered from the fat and hams hung for curing. 
In the garden, her specialty has been growing turnips and string beans that could 
be sold at the farmer's market. 

Starting when she was nine, she planted her crop early and gambled that frost would not 
kill her plants so she would be the first to market with produce — earning a better price. 
This year, right after her father died, she convinced her uncle to take her and her 
turnip crop to market. 

When she arrived there, she found that refrigerator trucks carrying produce from 
Florida had beaten her there and forced down the prices; on top of everything in 
her life, it was a huge disappointment. 

She didn't have enough money to buy any extras, particularly bananas, which she loves. 
She is afraid a similar fate awaits this year's cotton crop; last time her father sold 
cotton it only brought $0.40 per pound, the lowest cotton had fallen since 1894. 
Times are so hard, a neighbor boy got one gift for Christmas — five shotgun shells cost- 
ing a nickel a piece — and was told, "Make sure those shells bring food to the table." 
To help bring in the best possible crop, Martha has carefully treated the cotton with 

a mixture of arsenic and molasses, which she mopped 
on the cottons stalks to kill the boll weevils that seem 
to be destroying everyone's crop. 

• When applying the arsenic, Martha is always careful 
not to get any on her hands or in her mouth; her 
friend Sarah was poisoned and missed several weeks 
of school — even missing story day when all the chil- 
dren get to read a tale of their own invention. 

• Because she has always been good with numbers, 
Martha was given the job of helping to keep the 
purchases straight when the farm was sold. 

• For one whole day she watched her father's entire 
life being auctioned; the day's total came to $841, 
after everyone paid like they were supposed to. 



164 



1930-1939 



Partial listing of the estate of Robert Meek Hope, sold at auction, 






York, South Carolina, December 22, 1934: 




Four Mules 


561.00 


Grindstone 

Mailbox 

Farm Bell 


1.45 

0.50 

1.00 


Three Cows 


72.00 


Wagon 


15.00 


Wagon Harness 


9.50 


Wheelbarrow 


1.50 


Horse Collars 


1.75 


Wagon Wheels 


0.60 


Disc Harrow 


8.50 


Hack Saw 


0.45 


Tractor Harrow 


26.00 


Pipe Wrench 

Grain Cradle 


0.75 


Four Side Harrows .... 


8.20 


0.75 


Two Drag Harrows . . . 


2.25 


Mowing Scythe 


1.25 


Stalk Cutter 


0.60 


Pitch Fork 


0.50 


Mower 


1.25 


Two Shovels 


0.55 


Seed Fork and Rake . . . 


1.00 


Gears 


3.80 


Five Cotton Planters . . . 


14.50 


Anvil 

Hoses 


2.50 

4.40 


Corn Planter 


2.60 


Guano Plow 


1.00 


Manure Spreader 


1.00 


Single Row Oat Drill . . 


3.60 


Crosscut Saw 


0.45 


Three Row Oat Drills . . 


4.70 


Dinner Bell 


2.00 


Four Plow Sacks 


0.70 


Icebox 


2.50 


Four Turn Plows 


20.00 


Cabinet 

Wardrobe 


3.00 

2.80 


Middle Buster 


1.75 


Three Go-Devils 


2.50 


Table 


2.10 


Shop Tools 


6.50 


Baby Bed 


0.25 


Bellows 


1.25 


Two Beds and Springs 


3.00 


Blower 


4.50 


Bureau 


5.75 


Corn Sheller 


1.20 







Most of the bidders were from nearby farms, especially aunts and uncles who 
thought that helping to buy out the farm was a fair thing to do for brother Meek. 
Uncle Neely spent the most, $561, primarily for the mules, but Mr. W W Inman 
only spent $11 because no one wanted him to have anything; Meek's kin folks out- 
bid him whenever he took a shine to anything. 

She thinks it serves him right for talking bad about her daddy after he died; every- 
one in the family knows he died of pneumonia, but he kept telling them he died 
from a knife wound he caught in a bar fight down the road. 

The only things the family kept were two beds, one for Martha and her brother and 
one for Momma, and the portable Victrola Meek bought for his wife; Momma didn't 
want to give it up for any amount of money. 

Currently, a big argument has erupted concerning the 13 -year-old black girl named 
Lucinda who lives with the family. 

Two years ago, when Lucinda's father tossed her out of the house for talking back, 
Edna found her crying on the back steps and took her in. 
Shortly thereafter Lucinda's father moved off the farm and has not been heard from since. 
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in the Front of This Sale Book 



Martha has been pouring 
over the Montgomery Ward 
catalog. 



Lucinda has lived with Edna, Meek, Martha and 
Sonny ever since, sleeping in a cot in the back of 
the house. 

Martha and Lucinda do everything together — espe- 
cially if dolls are involved — except go to school. 
Even though Lucinda is a year older, she is still on 
the third-year reader, and Martha helps her with 
her schoolwork at night. 

All the relatives are urging Edna to turn Lucinda 
out when they move into the city, saying, "Let the 
coloreds take care of their own; you've got trou- 
bles enough." 

Martha has begged her mother to take Lucinda 
when moving day comes, reminding her that when 
Daddy died, Lucinda acted like family, carefully 
and quietly stopping all the clocks in the house and 
draping the mirror with a black cloth. 
Momma says she may have to think about what's 
best for the entire family. 



Life at School and Work 

• In preparation for the new school year, Martha has 
been poring over the Montgomery Ward catalog. 

• Some people in the neighborhood are Sears fans, 
but this family has always found Montgomery 
Ward to be fair. 

• In her heart, Martha knows that no money will be 
available for new dresses this year, but looking at 
the wonderful pictures keeps her hopes up. 

In the new school year, Sonny will be in the second grade, and hopes there are pic- 
tures on the wall like in his old classroom. 

In the first grade he was able to learn how to tie his shoes by looking at a detailed, 
step-by-step drawing on the wall; some days they even practiced in class. 
Like most farm boys, before starting school, Sonny rarely wore shoes, except for 
his Sunday shoes, which fastened with a buckle. 

His first-grade teacher, Miss Gaillard, has attended at least two summer sessions at 
Newberry College, but was not a high school graduate; her formal education ended 
in the sixth grade, so she was permitted only to teach through the fourth grade. 
When Miss Gaillard is sick or away, Martha teaches Sonny's class because she is 
the best reader in the school. 

Martha's sixth-grade class program included a commemoration of George 
Washington's birthday, featuring a program of readings and songs. 
At Easter a pageant was performed in two acts — "At Calvary on the Green Hill Far 
Away" and "At the Tomb on Sabbath Dawn," followed by an Easter egg hunt. 
Martha was proud to play the role of Martha at the tomb when the stone was 
rolled away. 

Her father came to both presentations, but didn't say much afterward — he rarely did. 
For her little brother's birthday, Martha and her mother are making a stuffed char- 
acter from his favorite storybook, Where's Angus? 



;::. ,■,, •.. :<:.:.,:.,. 
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Buying Drapery Fabrics, How to Make Draperies, 

Slip Covers, Cusliions and Other Home Furnishings 

the Modern Singer Way, 1934: 



Drapery fabrics rather than dress fabrics are 
invariably better suited to draperies, especially in 
texture and color. Fabrics of similar weight and 
texture often cost less in the drapery department 
than in the dress fabric department, and the 
designs are usually more suitable. There are, how- 



ever, many fabrics obtainable in the dress fabric 
department that are desirable to use, such as cali- 
co, gingham, unbleached muslin and organdie. 
On the other hand, dotted Swiss, silks for 
draperies, cretonne and casement cloths should be 
purchased in the drapery department. 



It has an embroidered nose, mouth and eyes, and a 
red ribbon with little silver bells around its neck. 
After the farm was sold, Martha's Aunt Cora gave 
her a gift — a booklet called "How to Make 
Draperies" by the Singer Sewing Machine Company. 
Since she was a little girl, Martha has enjoyed help- 
ing her mother pump the pedal on the family 
sewing machine, and has been praying she will 
learn fast enough so she can sew herself a dress to 
wear to the new school. 

One of Martha's remaining concerns is the road 
grader man. 

Ever since she can remember, the man from the 
county who scrapes the gravel roads three times a 
year has allowed her to ride in the truck when he 
cleaned ditches and graded the road. 
At the end of each trip he said, "Thanks for your help; 
I don't know if I could have done it without you." 
She doesn't even have a way to tell him she can't 
help him anymore. 



Life in the Community: York, South Carolina 

• South Carolina's foreign-born population is only 
one percent, one of the lowest in the nation; of its 
1.8 million citizens, the racial mix is 54.3 percent 
white and 45.7 percent black. 

• Agriculture dominates the state's economy, with 
two-thirds of the state's 166,000 farms operated by 
tenants who do not own the land they till. 

• South Carolina's 110,000 manufacturing jobs rank 
sixth among the Southern states; the average annu- 
al wage is $615. 
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After her father died, Martha was given a book on how to make 
draperies. 
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'Discipline," The Tompkins School, 1925 to 1953, 
A Community Institution, by T. Felder Dora, 1994: 



The switch and the ruler were prominent imple- 
ments for administering justice and maintaining 
order. Standing in the corner with our back to the 
class or standing in the cloak room during recess 
(which, recalls one culprit, "broke your heart on 
a nice day") were also used. The types of devil- 
ment that merited punishment often were rather 
banal — sticking out one's feet to trip a classmate 
en route to the front of the room, fighting or ugly 
name-calling, backtalk or sass to a teacher, hors- 
ing around on the bus or sailing paper airplanes. 
Other infractions, such as tipping over the girls' 
toilet, setting the woods on fire, sneaking off to 
the creek, or playing on April Fools' Day were a 



bit more daring. Putting a crayon on a hot stove 
was a stunt that usually permitted the instigator 
to escape detection, but it made quite a stink. 

One or two teachers acknowledged their 
prowess with the rod, but others spoke of using 
the switch sparingly, adding that children minded 
them. Two teachers, whose tenures at the school 
were separated by a number of years, were 
recalled by different pupils with identical words: 
"She was a lovely lady, but she would tear you 
up." A punishment for younger pupils recalled 
most vividly by some who received it began with 
a teacher grasping the offender's hand and giving 
it some sound whacks with a sturdy 12-inch ruler. 




" • 



Because the Depression has hit the farm community 
even worse, the per capita income of South Carolinians 
has dropped from $261 in 1929 to $150 in five years. 
Only two percent of the state's farms have electricity; 
with no lights, rural residents of the state tend to go 
to bed with the chickens. 

To balance the state budget, Gov. Ibra Blackwood reduced 
state salaries, and employees are paid in state scrip. 
No safety net exists for families. 
The state's constitution permits assistance only for 
Confederate veterans, their widows and faithful slaves. 
South Carolina is one of six states without old-age 
pensions, one of 14 without assistance for the blind, 
and one of two with no aid for dependent children. 
The unemployment rate now exceeds 30 percent, and 
in some rural parts of the state the elderly are report- 
ed to be dying of starvation. 

The Works Progress Administration (WPA), adminis- 
tered by the federal government, is beginning to 
transform the economic landscape, building roads, 
schools, bridges and dams. 

Recently, the General Assembly created the Public Service 
Authority, known as Santee-Cooper, to produce and sell 
electricity, develop inland navigation along three South 
Carolina rivers, reclaim swamps and reforest watersheds. 



Hop-Along Cassidy is one of Martha's favorites. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1934 



Leni Riefenstahl directed Triumph of the Will, documenting the rise of the Third 

Reich in Germany 

The Civil Works Administration provided employment for four million people 

Donald Duck, Walgreen's drugstores, Flash Gordon, Seagram's Seven Royal Crown 

and the term "hi-fi" all made their first appearance 

Ernest and Julio Gallo invested $5,900 in a wine company 

The birth of the Dionne quintuplets in Ontario stirred international interest 

The ongoing drought reduced the national corn crop by nearly one billion bushels 

Edna St. Vincent Millay published Wine from These Grapes; E Scott Fitzgerald 

completed Tender Is the Night 

Dicumarol, an anticoagulant, was developed from clover 

"Tumbling Tumbleweeds," "I Only Have Eyes for You" and "Honeysuckle Rose" 

were all popular songs 

The Securities and Exchange Commission was created 

The movie It Happened One Night won academy awards for Best Picture, Best 

Director (Frank Capra), Best Actress (Claudette Colbert) and Best Actor (Clark Gable) 

The U.S. Gold Reserve Act authorized the president to devalue the dollar 

Enrico Fermi suggested that neutrons and protons were the same fundamental 

particles in two different quantum states 

The FBI shot John Dillinger, Public Enemy No. I, generating a hail of publicity 

Greyhound bus lines cut its business fares in half to $8 between New York and 

Chicago to encourage more traffic 
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Julia Stern entered the road less traveled for women— the practice of law. As a judge, 
she can mete out justice and work for the causes about which she cares the most: the 
social problems arising from poverty and inequity. Her annual income is $10,000. 




Judge Julia Stern is concerned about the welfare of children. 



Life at Home 

• Julia Stern found her way into law and eventually 
the role of judge through an unusual route — a tex- 
tile mill. 

• The daughter of a prominent Reform rabbi and an 
activist mother, Julia was born in 1901 during 
President William McKinley's administration. 

• She grew up in relative economic security in a nation 
invigorated by the possibilities of commerce and rap- 
idly rising prestige abroad. 

• Her mother's work with the poor focused on adopted 
children, especially the hard-to-place Jews of Oregon 
whom no one seemed to want. 

• Julia often worked alongside her mother on difficult 
cases and heard as a young girl about the complexi- 
ties of family relationships. 

• Life in the real world harbored more violent beat- 
ings, neglect and child abuse than fairy godmothers, 
she learned. 

• The experience would shape her life; as a judge, 
successful adoptions would bring a special joy. 

• Her parents often led by example; her father was an 
early member of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, which was founded 
nationally in 1909. 
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When a local minister told her father he couldn't be expected to sit down to dinner 

with a black artist also invited to the family's home for a meal, her father said, "Oh, 

I'm so sorry. May I take you downstairs and help you get your coat?" 

Her grandparents were staunch supporters of the need for a Jewish homeland in 

Palestine. 

Family lore says they emigrated to America in 1888 from Galicia to promote the 

Zionist idea in the United States. 

Julia attended Bryn Mawr after she was subjected to an hour-long grilling 

from the school president, a man determined to keep "undesirables" out of his 

college. 



"Children in Gainful Occupations," Needlecraft Magazine, March 1935: 



No one who has ever seen a child made prema- 
turely old and careworn by the unrelenting 
taskmaster, hard work, can fail to sympathize 
with the efforts which have been put forth from 
time to time in an attempt to limit the age at 
which children may be employed in gainful 
occupations. In his recent message to Congress, 
President Roosevelt commented upon child 
labor, stating that it had been "for the moment 
outlawed" under the various codes of fair com- 
petition. For years the question of an amend- 
ment to our constitution restricting the labor of 
children has been agitated. Away back in June 
1924, this amendment was first proposed and it 
has been ratified by 20 states. The resolution 
reads: "The Congress shall have power to limit, 
regulate and prohibit the labor of persons under 
18 years of age." 

Much controversy has been waged over the 
advisability of ratifying this amendment. Its foes 
point out that it involves a question which 
should be determined by each state individually; 
that climatic conditions have much to do with 
the age at which young people should be per- 
mitted to go to work; and that there is danger in 
permitting Congress power to absolutely con- 
trol the life of young people throughout the 
nation, where conditions vary so decidedly in 
the various sections of the country. There have 
always been a considerable number of sincerely- 
minded individuals who believe the principle of 



"States' Rights" should not be violated, and 
that to as great an extent as is practicable, all 
questions should be decided and adjusted by the 
individual states; and that the federal govern- 
ment should handle only such as require a cen- 
tral administrative power. 

The American Farm Bureau Federation has 
been, until recently, opposed to the Child Labor 
Amendment, but of late they have reversed their 
opinion, and are now lined up with the advo- 
cates of the amendment. The American 
Federation of Labor has always been one of 
the amendment's warmest friends and defend- 
ers, and they are now calling upon the state 
federations of 28 states to make the passage of 
the amendment their chief legislative objective 
this winter. 

You and I will probably be called upon later 
to vote to either ratify or defeat this resolution; 
so it is not too soon to be thinking the matter 
over, that we may make up our minds on which 
side of the controversy we choose to be found. 
In any event, we can all undoubtedly agree that 
every child has an inalienable right to leisure, 
wholesome recreation, opportunity for educa- 
tion, and freedom from adult cares while he is 
growing, and before he has reached his maturi- 
ty. It is not only for his welfare but for the 
future welfare of the nation in which he lives, 
that this should be possible. That is a consider- 
ation we should not overlook. 
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To learn about mill life, ]ulia worked in a textile mill. 



After two years, she transferred to Radcliffe, where she thought she might obtain 

more economics courses. 

During the day she attended classes and taught foreign residents of Boston how to 

read; nights were spent learning about economic conditions by working in a local 

factory. 

The experience helped shape her thinking about labor, fairness and the power of 

capitalism. 

Disillusioned by the bluestocking atmosphere of Radcliffe, Julia finished at Barnard 

with a degree in economics. 

There, she published an article in the student newspaper calling on young people 

to "claim responsibility" for solving the social problems of their time. 

In the midst of the roaring twenties, she petitioned the Jazz Age generation to work 

directly in the industrial communities alongside the poor and the immigrants to 

gain the firsthand knowledge necessary for developing labor policies. 

• In a New Jersey mill, where 
she took employment 
under an assumed name, 
Julia witnessed legions of 
women arrive for the night 
shift exhausted and discour- 
aged after a day of caring 
for children and home. 

• She also watched 14-year- 
old children quit school 
and then quickly grow old 
under the strain of trying 
to make money in the mills 
night after night. 

• In the mill, she came to 
understand the intimida- 
tion tactics of the owners 
determined to keep out the 
unions; eventually she was 
blacklisted from mills in 
the area and not allowed 
to work. 

• The experience pointed her 
to law school, an unusual 
path for a woman. 

• Her father encouraged her 
to pursue the practice of 
law, especially if her goals 
included social justice. 

• When she was told that 
only Yale University and 
the University of Chicago 
were open to both women 
and Jews, she chose Yale. 

• Five of the 125 students at 
the law school were women. 




172 



1930-1939 



She was well accepted and popular until her second year, when she became heavily 

involved in the support of a group of striking textile workers. 

While encouraging a mass rally of workers to denounce the employers' "feudal 

tyranny" and their "octopus-like espionage system," she urged the workers to 

persist in their strike. 

Prominent members of her father's synagogue resigned the temple, and some Yale 

law students stopped speaking to her. 

Her visible, activist role did attract the attention of a young law professor, whom 

she eventually married. 

Currently, Julia is still recovering from the loss of her husband to leukemia three 

years ago. 

She still wears his small gold Longines wrist watch as a constant reminder 

of him. 

Julia now has sole responsibility for raising their son, who was 

four when his father died. 

She has recently met a fellow attorney who shares her passionate 

devotion to children's causes — and the game of bridge. 

He, too, thinks the courts can be an instrument for good. 



"Woman Runs Signal Tower; Handles It 
'Like a Man,'" Grit, April 18, 1937: 

If a woman takes a man's job, she must be able to han- 
dle it like a man, contends Mrs. Ella Bower, who, as 
adeptly as a man, pulls switches and signal levers in the 
Pennsylvania and Lehigh Valley Railroad's joint signal 
tower near Stanley, NY. 

Nearly three decades of service at a railroad job, 
held by few women, have made her as efficient as any 
male tower operator, her fellow workmen say. 

Mrs. Bower in her 29 years of service has worked at 
nearly every tower in the Williamsport (Pa.) Division of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

"I've climbed semaphore poles 35 feet high to dis- 
play signals," she says. "I have always contended that, 
if a woman is to take a man's job, she must be ready and 
capable of doing what is expected of the position when 
it is filled by the man." 

Her hobby is knitting, but there is little time for 
knitting during working hours, she has discovered. 

"You're too busy watching messages and pulling 
switches and semaphore levers," she explains. 
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"We Are Much Cleverer. Topic of The Times," The New York Times, January 19, 1935: 



Easily the best news of the day is the report that 
we are no longer a people with the average men- 
tal age of a 12-year-old child; our mental age is 
nearly 18 years. That is the finding of an expert 
who writes in School Life, the official publica- 
tion of the Federal Office of Education in 
Washington. 

This tremendous improvement in American 
intelligence is not credited to the administra- 
tion or the New Deal or anything governmen- 
tal. The Washington specialist simply finds 
that the celebrated army intelligence tests upon 
which the 12-year-old mentality of the 



American was alleged do not justify such a con- 
dition. This point is essentially the same made 
by critics like Dr. Fabian Franklin at the time. 
The speed of a person's response to a specific 
mechanical stimulus does not measure his intel- 
ligence, which is his total response in his own 
way and his own time to the whole world in 
which he lives. We are now told that the capac- 
ity to learn may continue indefinitely. At any 
rate, it is good to hear that there are no less 
than 10 million Americans with a mental age of 
23 and over, and there are only three million of 
us with a mental age of 12. 



The HOME LOAN BUNK 



Lost — Millions of Homes 



Foreclosures and tax salt 
away two million homes. 
of security, pride of ownc 
and women. 



i thai came in Liu- wake of depression have already swept 
And with (hem have vanished the life savings, the sense 
-ship, courage and hope of more than eight million men 



Capitalizing Human Misery for Votes 

When home owners read the early and frequent announcements from the White 
House that President Hoover's Home Loan Bank Act would save their mortgagc- 
menaced homes from the auctioneer's block, they gave thanks that rescue was near. 
Immediately pathetic appeals for aid Hooded the Washington oilice of the Federal 
Home Loan Board. 

But they soon found out that the Home Loan Banks do NOT hold out immediate 
or substantial help to the small home owners as Hoover publicity deluded them into 
thinking. The truth is that: 

The Hoover Home Loan Bank Law does not compel banks and loan 
associations to share the benefits they enjoy at the expense of the tax- 
payers with the burdened home owner whom the law was supposed to 

protect. If it is more profitable for them to force payment or foreclose 
on old mortgages, and with the money make new mortgages on newer 
homes at higher rates of interest, there is nothing in the Home Loan 
Bank Law to prevent such action. Furthermore, the home owner as 
such is definitely barred from membership in the directorate controlling 
Mr. Hoover's Home Loan Bank. According to the law, only those 
connected with home financing business can be elected directors. 

The Wolf at the Door 

Exorbitant interest rates still threaten the home owner. When friends of home 
owners amended the Home I -can Bank bill to limit service to loaning agencies that 
charged only legal interest. Hoover spokesmen got that amendment twisted to read 
"legal or lawful contract rate"— a loophole through which ruinous rates can con- 
tinue to menace home owners. 

Democrats Pledge Security to Home Owners 

The Democratic candidate for President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, said in his accept- 
ance speech: 

"Rediscounting of . . . mortgages under statutory restrictions must be expanded 
and should, in the future, be conditional on the reduction of interest rates. Amor- 
tization payments, maturities, should likewise in this crisis be extended before re- 
discount (i.e., loaning money to banks and loaning agencies on the mortgages thev 
hold) is permitted where the mortgagor is sorely pressed. ..." 

"Take away that spectre of too high interest rates. . . . Save homes ; save homes 
for thousands of self-respecting families and drive out the spectre of insecurity in 
our midst." 

VOTE TO PROTECT YOUR HOME 
VOTE FOR ROOSEVELT AND GARNER 

luued by Democratic National Campaign Committee 

Hotel Bihmore — Hew York City <45^32d 



Life at Work 

• At 34 years old, Julia Stern has recently been appointed to 
the Domestic Relations Court in Manhattan by Fiorello 
La Guardia, the first judicial appointment in New York 
State to elevate a woman above the rank of magistrate. 

• For the past year, she has been heading the city's 
Workman's Compensation Division, where she was able 
both to implement labor reforms and enrage the busi- 
ness community who have personally attacked her. 

• In 1932, she voted for Norman Thomas on the Socialist 
ticket for president and later toured Russia for three 
months, fueling the accusation she was a "red," or com- 
munist. 

• When asked to be a judge, she hesitated; her passion lay 
in the labor movement. 

• Domestic Relations Court judges were reported to have 
little power but enormous workloads when presiding 
over what most called "poor people's court." 

• A day in Domestic Relations Court watching case after 
tragic case helped convince her that she could make a 
difference as a judge. 

• According to newspaper reports, a man who had 
appeared before Julia during one of her first days on 
the bench said his court appearance went well: "The 
judge wasn't there," he said, "but his wife treated me 
just fine." 

• Divorce, desertion, adoptions and child abuse flood her 
court on a daily basis. 
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Her current salary is $10,000 a year, a raise of $6,500 over her previous 
position. 

Currently, she is concerned about the "vast chasm between our rhetoric of freedom, 
equality and charity, and what we are doing, or not doing, for poor people, espe- 
cially children." 

Julia does everything possible to avoid identifying herself as a woman judge; merit, 
not gender, is all that matters in court, she says. 



"Ask Birth Control at House Hearing," The New York Times, January 19, 1935: 



Amendment to the penal laws to permit med- 
ically supervised dissemination of birth control 
information and advice to overburdened par- 
ents of "unwarrantably" large families in their 
own interest and those of taxpayers who are 
staggering under the "greatest relief load in 
history" was urged today on moral, economic 
and scientific grounds at a crowded hearing 
before the House Judiciary Committee. 

Mrs. Thomas N. Hepburn of Hartford 
remarked in concluding the pleas for birth con- 
trol that she had six children. One of her chil- 
dren is Katherine Hepburn, the actress. 

More than 500 men and women who over- 
flowed the caucus room of the House building 
applauded the assertion of Dr. Joseph J. 
Spengler of the University of Arizona that 
"without birth control the New Deal will be a 
frizzle." 

Margaret Sanger declared "the forgotten 
women of the nation, including more than 32 
million child-bearing mothers, sought not to 
bring into the world more children than they 
could care for." 

"We are engaged today, publicly, in the 
greatest relief job in history," Dr. James H. S. 
Bossard declared. "If it is to mean nothing more 
than giving out money and more money, then 
we have learned nothing since the days of the 
Roman Empire." 

Father Charles E. Coughlin of Detroit spoke 
for half an hour in opposition to the birth con- 
trol bill pending in Congress, declaring that 
America's problem was not one of reproduction 



but of "control of money in the hands of the 
Reserve Banks." 

"We had better turn our minds to the solu- 
tion of the problem of how to prevent our bil- 
lions from going into the pockets of a few men 
and how to get a few more hundred into the 
pockets of our farmers and workers . . . ." 

Representative Pierce, former Governor of 
Oregon and sponsor in the House of the amend- 
ments to the Comstock Law, declared the pres- 
ent law "absolutely unenforceable and in that 
respect on all fours with the prohibition 
Amendment. " 

The three sections of the criminal code from 
which exemption is sought forbid possession or 
transmission by mail or express of anything 
relating to contraception, under penalty of 
$2,000 fine or five years' imprisonment, or 
both. 

The result, according to Representative 
Pierce and the medical experts who appeared on 
behalf of this bill, is the "bootlegging" of con- 
traceptive devices often to the injury of those 
most in need of help from qualified physicians 
who are prevented by law from supplying them, 
or from sending the desired information or 
advice. 

"We want to bring these things out in the 
open so that legally licensed physicians can give 
authoritative information to the people who 
need it," Representative Pierce declared. "No 
one need worry about race suicide. What we 
seek is protection of the race from suicidal 
effects of the present conditions of things." 
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Adoptions were among the happiest events in Julia's courtroom, and she champi- 
ons adoption's civic potential as well as its personal value; providing children with 
a family to love them would produce more law-abiding citizens. 
Her goal is always the best interest of the child, she likes to say, which means 
she often is in conflict with the teaching of the Catholic Church, which 
insists the children must always but awarded to the Catholic member of the couple. 
She likes to make her views known in and out of the courtroom; Julia regularly 
writes letters to editors to complain about antiquated custody law or the "Oliver 
Twist treatment" provided by private child care agencies. 



Life in the Community: New York City 

• Times are hard: one out of four households 
experienced foreclosure in the past five years. 
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RANDOM SHOTS AT CURRENT EVENTS' 



is on relief; 750,000 farms have 

The Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) employs half a million 
men, most of them young, in con- 
servation projects; they earn $40 
a month. 

Direct relief work through the 
states, primarily the Works 
Progress Administration or 
WPA, employs eight million men 
and women to build libraries, 
schools, roads and hospitals. 
Budget-conscious housewives 
buy day-old bread, warm sever- 
al dishes in the oven at the same 
time to save gas, purchase 
cheaper cuts of meat or cut 
down adult coats to fit their 
children. 

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt has 
said the Depression means "end- 
less little economies and constant 
anxiety for fear of some catastro- 
phe such as accident or 
illness which may completely 
swamp the family budget." 
Often a woman's role increases 
as the center of the household 
in the midst of economic crisis, 
whether her husband is working 
or not. 

Many women still refuse to take 
paid work, believing it would 
"steal a job from a man." 
Most studies indicate that 
women's average yearly pay of 
about $525 is half that of men. 
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Divorce rates are falling, along with the number of marriages and 
births. 

More than a million couples recently told researchers that they 
postponed marriage for economic reasons. 

A Gallup poll revealed that 63 percent of Americans now favor the 
teaching and practice of birth control. 
It is a nation in a state of transformation. 

In 1920, a study showed that of the total number of Jewish women 
at the nation's colleges, 14 percent were studying law, a nearly 
identical percentage to Jewish male students. 
At the same time, less than two percent of non-Jewish women 
are striving to be part the masculine world of law, where "doing in 
your neighbor and doing him in first" discourages women's 
participation. 

Opportunity is clearly opening to upper-class German and Central 
European Jews, allowing many for the first time to get an educa- 
tion at some of the nation's most prominent colleges. 
At the same time, second-generation East European Jewish women 
are well-represented in public colleges and universities, including 
New York's Hunter College, where many train as teachers. 
According to one study, Jewish women constitute almost half of all 
New York City's teachers. 

Despite their academic achievements, "foreign 
students" are considered "raucous, gawky, and 
afflicted with acne, halitosis and deplorable hair- 
do's." 

For many, the availability of public libraries is crit- 
ical to their education; there, many immigrants and 
children of immigrants, including Jewish women, 
learn the English language and American ways. 
To receive a New York City teaching license, candi- 
dates face both a written exam and a grueling oral 
interview where candidates are judged on their 
breeding, energy and alertness. 
A prospective teacher, especially a second-genera- 
tion immigrant, is required to be audible, articulate, 
pleasant and well-modulated, without being nasal, 
high-pitched, monotonous, strident or noisy. 
The prospective teacher must speak without vul- 
garisms or foreignisms that night be imitated by 
students. 




"4,000 in CWA Put on Short Week; 

Supply Purchases Hauled by Low 

Funds," January 19, 1935: 



With its $400 million fund of emergency 
reemployment rapidly nearing exhaustion, 
[the Civil Works Administration] today 
placed four million workers now carried on 
its rolls to a 24-hour week in cities of more 
than 2,500 population, and 15 hours a 
week for smaller communities and rural dis- 
tricts. Instructions to this effect were sent to 
all state directors by Harry L. Hopkins, 

head of the CWA 

The action of Director Hopkins today 
thus put squarely before Congress the need 
for deciding in the near future whether the 
civil works program is to continue. The $400 
million fund originally made available for the 
work was expected to carry it through 
February 15 on a full operating schedule. 
The proposed addition of $350 million is 
intended to continue the program to May 1 . 
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Historical Snapshot 
1939 



The Supreme Court declared the National Recovery Administration to be unconstitutional 
The word "boondoggling" came to refer to "busy work" created to find activities for the 
unemployed 

Congress authorized creation of the Works Progress Administration, the National Labor 
Relations Board and the Rural Electrification Administration 

Group sports in public areas gained in popularity, especially bicycling, skiing, golf and Softball 
The average cost of advertising on NBC radio was $360 per minute 

Congress passed the Banking Act of 1935, the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act, the 
National Labor Relations Act, and the Social Security Act 

Despite the domination of automobiles, Americans still spent $1,000 a day on buggy whips 
Economic recovery had begun as unemployment fell to 20.1 percent 
Popularity of the board game Monopoly exploded, with 20 million sets sold in one week 
Mary McLeod Bethune organized the National Council of Negro Women as a lobbying coali- 
tion of black women's groups 
Alcoholics Anonymous was founded 

Average monthly sales of True Confessions magazine topped 7.3 million 
New York Attorney General Thomas Dewey gained national attention with the convictions 
of Lucky Luciano and 70 others for racketeering 
Germany issued the anti-Jewish Nuremberg Laws 

Making their first appearance were: a woman member of the stock exchange, beer in cans, 
Toyota, Jolly Green Giant, Gallup polls, hot meals served on airplanes and Kodachrome for 
16 mm cameras 

Fashion for women featured a severe military look showcasing square, epaulette shoulders, 
low heels, plumed hats and gauntlet gloves 

Baseball star Babe Ruth was traded by the New York Yankees to the Boston Braves 
Tortilla Flat by John Steinbeck, Taps at Reveille by F. Scott Fitzgerald and The Last Puritan by 
George Santayana were all published; Of Time and the River by Thomas Wolfe was a bestseller 
The Wagner Act (National Labor Relations Act) established the first national labor policy to 
protect the rights of workers to organize and to elect their own representatives for collective 
bargaining 

The Guffey Act was passed to stabilize the coal industry and to improve labor conditions 
Andrew Mellon donated $10 million, plus a $25 million art collection, for the construction 
of the National Art Gallery in Washington, D.C., with the stipulation that no gallery be 
named for him 

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health reported that children from small families 
have a greater tendency to steal; children from large families have a greater tendency to lie 
Popular songs included "You Are My lucky Star"; "I loves You, Porgy"; "I Got Plenty o' 
Nuthin'"; "Stairway to the Stars" and "I'm in the Mood for Love" 
The Committee for Industrial Organization (CIO) formed within the AFL to foster industrial 



unionism 



Americans consumed 50 million chickens; the cost of poultry rose above red meat 
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"Pay-As-You-Listen Is a Riddle of the Age," by Orin E. Dunlap Jr., 
The New York Times, January 14, 1935: 



How to levy a fee on millions of unseen listeners 
is a riddle that has caused more than one econo- 
mist hours of concentration during the past 
decade. Recently, several of the calculators have 
reached what they consider to be practical con- 
clusions, and they presented their suggestions to 
Uncle Sam for possible use in the "New Deal." 

Generally, they open the discussion by calling 
attention to the fact that automobiles are taxed 
for their right to use the highways and they dis- 
play license plates as proof; the driver pays his 
license fee and pays a tax on gasoline and oil. The 
railroad is taxed for its right of way across the 
countryside and ships pay a fee for entering ports. 
The long distance telephone call is taxed. 

So is the radio set in many foreign lands, but 
not in the United States. That is why twentieth- 
century physiocrats have caught the idea that 
broadcasters and listeners should assist in meeting 
expenses. In the President's budget recommenda- 
tions, the authorized obligation for the Radio 
Commission for 1934 was listed at $640,000, 
and the budget estimate for 1935 at $668,885. 



Mindful of the revenue collected on radio 
receivers in foreign countries — for example, in 
England, there are approximately eight million 
outfits, the owners of which pay an annual tax of 
$2.50 — the economists are wondering if radio on 
this side of the sea has reached an age where it can 
be called upon to pay its own way. They point to 
the fact that a property rental is generally paid for 
billboards erected along the highways or signs 
painted on barns. Why, then, they ask, should not 
Uncle Sam collect an annual toll on each wave 
length? Another argument, frequently expound- 
ed, is that circulars going through the mail add to 
the government's revenue by carrying a postage 
stamp, but an hour radio program is criss-crossed 
through space without Uncle Sam deriving any 
revenue, although he controls the channels. A 
ship passing through a canal usually pays a toll, 
but a broadcast flashes across the entire continent 
without paying "a continental." 

All of these factors have caused the econo- 
mists to scratch their heads and turn toward radio 
as a source of income. 



Selected Prices 

Broiler Pan $0.75 

Camera, Kodak Bantam $22.50 

China Cabinet $32.50 

Cocktail Glasses, Set of Seven $0.79 

Flatware, Service for Six $29.75 

Garden Tractor $242.00 

Hamburger, Half-pound $0.12 

Hotel Room, New York Commodore $4.00 

Radio $49.50 

Refrigerator $169.50 

Sofa and Chair $66.85 

Typewriter $54.50 
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1937 Profile 
Fighting for Peace 




Adele Morrison is an advocate for peace. 



Civilian 

Adele Morrison has found new freedom and excitement by joining with other students 
at the Colby Junior College for Women in fighting for peace through the Emergency 
Peace Campaign. 



Life at Home 

Adele Morrison was crushed when her mother told her — very firm- 
ly — that she would be attending Colby Junior College for Women 
and not the University of New Hampshire as she had planned. 
She knew that her mother's talk about "a more stable environ- 
ment" was code for little social life and no boys. 
"When she appealed to her father, he deferred; he was late for a 
business meeting. 

"Where his children are concerned, he is content with his role as 
provider, generally agreeing with his wife's decisions. 
Occasionally — but only occasionally — he takes a stand and 
demonstrates he is the real seat of power in the house. 
This was not to be one of those times. 

Jack Morrison had worked hard to rise from being a car mechan- 
ic to owning one of the largest car dealerships in Manchester, New 
Hampshire. 

He liked to describe himself as the embodiment of the American dream. 
After all, he had achieved his life goals: a brick, two-story home, 
a new car every three years, and all his children with college 
degrees — especially the three boys. 

And now that he is able to be active in the Optimist Club and donate 
regularly to the church, the rumors concerning his involvement with 
liquor bootlegging from nearby Canada during Prohibition are 
dying down. 
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Guns will make us 

powerful; butter will 

only make us fat. 

— Hermann Goering, 

1936 radio address 



Life at Work 

Adele Morrison dissolved into tears watching her parents drive 
away from Colby Junior College for Women that first day. 
It was bad enough that her three brothers and all her friends 
got to attend the University of New Hampshire, but Colby 
was located in New London, close to nothing but cows. 
Even when classes were under way, Adele felt miserable, 
spending considerable time composing desperate, tear- 
stained letters to her friends at the University. 
Her roommate is a quiet, deeply religious girl from near 
Boston named Evelyn, who frequently asks Adele to partic- 
ipate in activities of the "Commission." 
Adele had heard that the group was involved with the peace 
movement, but didn't care; she wanted out of Colby, and 
although war was bad, it wasn't her problem. 
The closest Adele had come to politics was hearing her parents 
discuss the chances that Franklin Roosevelt will be defeated by 
a good Republican before he names himself dictator. 
For years, she has heard that the president is a dangerous 
man, destined to give away America's wealth — and eventu- 
ally its freedom. 

She also knew from listening to her father that most peace 
activists were at least leftists, if not outright communists. 
Yet, it was equally obvious that the Commission was one of 
the most active groups on campus. 

When Adele accompanied Evelyn to her first discussion 
group gathering of the Commission, she realized it was pop- 
ulated by girls considered to be campus leaders. 
The meeting turned out to be primarily a strategy session for the 
student mass meeting planned for November 1 1, Armistice Day. 
The goal was for students to speak about peace to various 
groups of townspeople. 

The Commission, as it turns out, is one of more than 150 
campus units of the Emergency Peace Campaign. 
The campaign got its start in late 1935 after the American 
Friends Service Committee attracted the involvement of a 
number of prominent Americans, including First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Admiral Byrd, the polar explorer. 
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THE CASE FOR CONSTRUCTIVE PEACE 
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Conceived as a two-year program, its goal is to assure United States neutrality in 

the event of another European war. 

The American Service Committee preaches that the use of American armed 

forces should be restricted to defending U.S. territory. 

Its opposition to war is mixed with a heavy dose of isolationism and a strong 

anti-communist outlook. 

The Emergency Peace Campaign's primary, short-term goal is educating 

Americans on the horrors of war; its long-range plan is a grass roots foundation 

that can impact national policy. 

The passion of the speakers immediately captured Adele's attention. 

• Even her roommate Evelyn seemed to shed her shyness when she spoke to 
the gathering of her unflinching fervor for peace through the work of the 
Commission. 

• Back in their dorm room, Evelyn shared with Adele some tracts filled with 
figures and pictures on the horrors of the Great War and the revolution under 
way in Spain. 

• Over the next several days, Adele read everything available on war and peace. 

• A couple of student leaders are mentoring Adele, taking her on walks to 
extol the importance of their work. 

• Adele is now convinced that working with the Commission is the most 
important thing she can do; if she can help shape a little community's atti- 
tude about peace, anything is possible in the wider world. 

• She is so convinced of her mission, Adele is no longer concerned what her 
parents might think. 

• Besides, once her mother learned that girls from nice families were talking 
about peace, all would be fine. 

• Adele quickly became active in speaking at local town meetings. 

• Never shy about speaking in public, Adele is on fire now that she has some- 
thing important to say. 

• Almost the entire student body of 300 girls showed up at the main building 
on Armistice Day. 

• Adele felt wonderful when her speech received enthusiastic applause. 
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Next, the Colby Commission held a joint meeting with the Dartmouth 
Commission to develop plans to reach much of western New Hampshire. 
Several of the Dartmouth boys, whom Adele had been dying to meet 
months ago, asked her out. 

Surprising even herself, she decided she did not have time to socialize; 
boys would have to wait. 

Her room is adorned with pictures of women peace activists such as 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Jane Addams. 

She is still not exactly sure why she took them down when her father and 
mother came to visit. 

Maybe it was because she told her mother that day she was not coming 
home for the summer, but would instead be teaching vacation school 
through the Commission in a town near the college. 
To further the peace effort, the summer school combines fun and dis- 
cussions of world affairs. 

Five days a week, the teachers assemble their charges, averaging 75 each 
day, at the town meeting hall, where they entertain the students with tra- 
ditional activities such as crafts, games and music. 

Adele is even trying her hand at the piano after years of being out of practice. 
The key element of the program is the importance of world peace, 
imparted through discussions, plays, dances, movies and study projects, 
some of which come from the national office, while others are being 
developed by Adele and her fellow teachers. 
As the summer draws to a close, Adele is delighted by their work. 
During an exhibition for the town, her students showed their handi- 
work, sang songs and performed skits — 
many on the subject of peace. 
The reception among students and towns- 
people alike was overwhelmingly enthusi- 
astic; even members of the local American 
Legion Post applauded with gusto. 



Life in the Community: New London, 
New Hampshire 

• New London, 1,300 feet up in the 
Sunapee hills of New Hampshire, boasts 
1,000 residents, including the 300 
women of Colby College. 

• The community is 100 miles from 
Boston, 40 miles from Concord, and 
eight miles from the railroad. 

• New London is clustered along both sides 
of an elm-shaded main street and includes 
a white-spire church, a brick town hall, an 
inn, which once served stagecoach travel- 
ers, and a war memorial. 

• Except for the growth at the college, 
New London has changed little in three 
generations. 
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The Only Way We Can Save Her 



tf.^yi 







Peace advocates believe America will be harmed 
by war, an angry Europe and leaders like 
Joseph Stalin. 




"Who Wants Peace?" Dorothy Thompson, 
Survey Graphic, February 1937: 

More than any other movement in the United States, that 
represented by the peace societies is a cross-section of the 
American mind. At some point it touches all of American 
liberal opinion, some of the conservative, and much of the 
radical. For it starts with a premise that few dispute: Peace 
is the desideratum of all political activity; the condition of 
freedom, the necessity of sound prosperity, the parent of 
culture, the demand of orderly social progress. 

On the side of peace, therefore, are not only those 
who hate uniforms and militarism as a primary cause of 
war, but those who think that peace depends upon inter- 
national armament against aggressors; for peace, are 
those who believe that there will be wars until national 
sovereignties are eliminated in a socialistically organized 
world, and those who think war will end when every 
nation has equality. On the side of peace are those who 
believe wars can be quarantined, and those who think 
that neutrality is immoral. The result is usually coupled 
in the mind of its advocate with something else: "Peace 
and Freedom, against War and Fascism." 



Garages for automobiles exist alongside a large and busy livery stable. 
A chain store is located in New London, but part of it remains dom- 
inated by yard goods, house dresses and notions. 
Residents pride themselves on the number of out-of-town papers 
read in the city and how hard the radio is worked for information. 
The Emergency Peace Campaign became part of the fabric of com- 
munity discussion in 1936. 

• In late 1935, the American Friends Service Committee and other 
pacifists such as Devere Allen, Frederick J. Libby, Ray Newton, 
John Nevin Sayre and E. Raymond Wilson initiated the 
Emergency Peace Campaign, a nationwide program to keep the 
United States out of war and to promote world peace. 

• Its focus included a desire to promote world peace through 
strengthening pacifist alternatives to armed conflict, bringing 
about political and economic changes as essential to a just and 
peaceable world order, and recruiting in one dynamic movement 
all organizations determined not to approve of or participate in 
war. 
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1930-1939 



Historical Snapshot 
1937 



Scottsboro defendant Clarence Norris was sentenced to death for the third time on 
a charge of rape 

As the depression continued, unemployment reached 14.3 percent 
Howard Hughes flew from Los Angeles to Newark in a record seven hours, 28 min- 
utes and five seconds 

The crash of the dirigible Hindenburg, witnessed by hundreds who had come to see 
its landing at Lakehurst, New Jersey, killed 38 people 
Spam was introduced by George A. Hormel & Company 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt called for an investigation of "immoral" tax eva- 
sion by the wealthy 

The principle of a minimum wage for women was upheld by the United States 
Supreme Court 

General Motors introduced the automatic transmission for automobiles 
Radio quiz shows grew in popularity, including "Melody Puzzles," "Professor 
Quiz," "Spelling Bee" and "Uncle Jim's Question Bee" 

"Nice Work if You Can Get It," "Whistle While You Work" and "The Lady Is a 
Tramp" were all popular songs 

Nylon, Santa Claus school, the trampoline, Pepperidge Farm and the Lincoln 
Tunnel all made their first appearance 

Several thousand Americans, including authors Dorothy Parker, John Dos Passos, 
Ernest Hemingway, Malcolm Cowley and Upton Sinclair, joined the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade to fight with the Loyalists against fascist-supported Franco forces 
Spinach growers erected a statue to Popeye in Wisconsin 
John D. Rockefeller died, leaving an estate of approximately $1 billion 
Popular Photography magazine began publication 

After 70 years of failure, the first successful instant coffee was formulated by the 
Nestle Company 

A Harper's Monthly article concluded that today's young people behaved "without 
thought of social responsibility" 

Numerous federal parks and fish and game sanctuaries were set up by the National 
Park Service, which set aside some 600,000 acres 

A revolt against progressive education was under way, led by Robert M. Hutchins, 
president of the University of Chicago 

Pro-Nazi Bund societies were forming in Germany, ostensibly devoted to social and 
athletic pursuits 

Studies showed that people were spending 4.5 hours daily listening to the radio 
A Fortune magazine story reported, "As for sex. ..the campus takes it more casually 
than it did 10 years ago. ... It is news that it is no longer news" 
Life magazine reported that one out of 10 Americans had a tattoo 
Icemen made regular deliveries to more than 50 percent of middle-class households 
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1938 News Feature 



National Guardsmen control the strikers. 



"I was in the Gastonia (N.C.) Strike (of 1929)," by Bertha Hendrix, an 
excerpt from a Southern Summer School autobiography, 1938: 

I had been working for the Manville-Jenkes mill in Loray, near Gastonia, for eight 
years — ever since I was 14. We worked 13 hours a day, and we were so stretched out 
that lots of times we didn't stop for anything. Sometimes we took sandwiches to work, 
and ate them as we worked. Sometimes we didn't even get to eat them. If we couldn't 
keep our work up like they wanted us to, they would curse us and threaten to fire us. 
Some of us made $12 a week, and some a little more. 

One day some textile organizers came to Gastonia. They came to the mill gates at 
six o'clock, just when the daylight hands were coming out. They began to talk to the 

workers as they came 
out of the mill. 
Everyone stopped to 
listen. When the 
night-shift hands 
came up, they 
stopped to listen, 
too. I was on the 
night shift. None of 
us went into work 
that night, for the 
organizers were 

telling us that they 
would help us to get 
more money and 
[fewer hours] if we 
would stick together 
in a union, and stay 
out. 
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1920-1929 



This was the first time I'd ever thought that things could be better; I thought that I 
would just keep working all my life for 13 hours a day, like we were. I felt that if we 
would stick together and strike, we could win something for ourselves. But I guess we 
didn't have a chance — the way "the law" acted after we struck. 

That night we had a meeting, and almost all the workers came. People got up and 
said unless they got shorter hours and more money, they would never go back to work. 
We all went home that night feeling that at last we were going to do something that 
would make things better for us workers. We were going to win an eight-hour day, and 
get more pay for ourselves. 

The next morning, we were at the mill at five o'clock, to picket, but we couldn't get 
anywhere near the plant, because the police and the National Guard were all around 
the mill and kept us blocked away. We formed our picket line anyway, and walked up 
and down a street near the mill. 

Every day for a week we picketed. One day my husband, Red, went with me to the 
picket line. (He worked in another mill on the night shift.) Just as we started on the 
picket line, two policemen came over and grabbed Red, put him in an automobile, and 
took him to jail. They beat him with a blackjack, and broke his ring and tore his 
clothes. They thought he was one of the strikers; they were arresting strikers right and 
left, hauling lots of them to jail every day. 

In the second week of the strike, the bosses went to other towns and out in the 
country and brought in scabs. The police and the National Guard made us keep away 
from the mill, so all we could do was to watch the scabs go in and take our jobs. 

We kept on with our picket line, though we didn't have much of a chance to per- 
suade the scabs not to go in, because of the police and guards. We were treated like 
dogs by the law. Strikers were knocked down when they called to the scabs, or got too 
near the mill. Every day more and more strikers were arrested. They kept the jailhouse 
full of workers. Strikers were put out of their houses. All over our village you could see 
whole families with their household belongings in the street — sometimes in the pour- 
ing down rain, and lots of them with little children and babies. 

We had a relief station where strikers could get food and groceries. Red, my 
husband, had been fired from his job in the other mill when his boss found out that 
he was trying to help us strikers, so he opened a drink stand near the relief station. 
One night about nine o'clock, the police came to the relief station, as they usually 
went anywhere there were any strikers. I don't know what happened exactly, but 
there was a gun fight, and the chief of police was killed. Red, who was selling drinks 
there, was arrested along with a lot of others. Red and six others were accused of 
killing the policeman. 

After Red was put in jail for the murder, my father and I moved to another town. 
I was expecting a baby soon, but I went to work in another textile plant. Except for 
what I read in the papers, I didn't know much about what was going on in Gastonia. 

Several months after the strike, they tried Red and the six others accused of killing 
the chief of police. They had been kept in jail all this time. I couldn't attend much of 
the trial on account of the baby, but Red told me about it. 

Almost everybody thinks the workers were innocent, and many people believe that 
the chief was killed by one of his own policemen. However, Red and the others were 
convicted of the murder, and given anywhere from five to 20 years in the penitentiary. 
Red and the others got out on bail, and all of them left the country and stayed away 
for two years. Then Red came back to get me and the baby and he was caught, and 
sent to prison. He served three years and four months of his prison term, and got out 
last year. 
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After the trial, I moved to High Point, and got a job in a textile mill to support the 
baby and me. We have had a hard time of it, but I think what we went through in 
Gastonia was worth it all, because I think people all over the country learned about 
the conditions of textile workers in the South, and it helped the labor movement in 
the South. 
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1940-1949 

The dramatic, all-encompassing nature of World War II dominated the lives of 
all Americans as men went to war, women went to factories and shortages of 
nearly every consumer commodity became a reality. America's role in the world 
rapidly shifted from that of passive observer to fierce warrior following the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941. Almost immediately, women were 
thrust into highly visible leadership roles in their communities, positions that 
were unthinkable only a few years before. Colleges became more welcoming to 
women, factories were dominated by trouser-wearing females and society began 
to open its eyes wider to the full potential of women. 

People from every social stratum either signed up for the military or went to work 
supplying the military machine. Even children, eager to do their share, collected 
scrap metal and helped plant the victory gardens that symbolized America's 
willingness to do anything to defeat the "bullies." In addition, large amounts of 
money and food were sent abroad as Americans observed meatless Tuesdays, gas 
rationing and other shortages to help the starving children of Europe. 

Business worked in partnership with government; strikes were reduced, but 
key New Deal labor concessions were expanded, including a 40-hour week 
and time and a half for overtime. As manufacturing demands increased, the 
labor pool shrank, and wages and union membership rose. Unemployment, 
which stood as high as 14 percent in 1940, all but disappeared. By 1944, the 
U.S. was producing twice the total war output of the Axis powers combined. 
The wartime demand for production workers rose more rapidly than for skilled 
workers, reducing the wage gap between the two to the lowest level in the 
twentieth century. 

From 1940 to 1945, the gross national product more than doubled, from $100 
billion to $211 billion, despite rationing and the unavailability of many con- 
sumer goods such as cars, gasoline, and washing machines. Interest rates 
remained low, and the upward pressure on prices remained high, yet from 1943 
to the end of the war, the cost of living rose less than 1.5 percent. Following the 
war, as controls were removed, inflation peaked in 1948; union demands for 
high wages accelerated. Between 1945 and 1952, confident Americans — and 
their growing families — increased consumer credit by 800 percent. 

To fight inflation, government agencies regulated wages, prices, and the kind 
of jobs people could take. The Office of Price Administration was entrusted with 
the complicated task of setting price ceilings for almost all consumer goods and 
distributing ration books for items in short supply. The Selective Service and the 
War Manpower Commission largely determined who would serve in the military, 
whose work was vital to the war effort, and when a worker could transfer from 
one job to another. When the war ended and regulations were lifted, workers 
demanded higher wages; the relations between labor and management became 
strained. Massive strikes and inflation followed in the closing days of the decade 
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and many consumer goods were easier to find on the black market than on the 
store shelves until America retooled for a peacetime economy. 

The decade of the 1940s made America a world power and Americans more 
worldly. Millions served overseas; millions more listened to broadcasts con- 
cerning the war in London, Rome, and Tokyo. Newsreels brought the war home 
to moviegoers, who numbered in the millions. The war effort also redistributed 
the population and the demand for labor; the Pacific Coast gained wealth and 
power, and the South was able to supply its people with much-needed war jobs 
and provide blacks with opportunities previously closed to them. Women 
entered the work force in unprecedented numbers, reaching 18 million. The net 
cash income of the American farmer soared 400 percent. 

But the Second World War extracted a price. Those who experienced combat 
entered a nightmarish world. Both sides possessed far greater firepower than 
ever before, and within those units actually fighting the enemy, the incidence of 
death was high, sometimes one in three. In all, the United States lost 405,000 
men and women to combat deaths; many suffered in the war's final year, when 
the American army spearheaded the assault against Germany and Japan. The 
cost in dollars was $350 billion. But the cost was not only in American lives. 
Following Germany's unconditional surrender on May 4, 1945, Japan continued 
fighting. To prevent the loss of thousands of American lives defeating the 
Japanese, President Truman dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, ending the war and ushering in the threat of "the 
bomb" as a key element of the Cold War during the 1950s and 1960s. 

Throughout the war, soldiers from all corners of the nation fought side by side 
and refined nationalism and what it meant to America through this government- 
imposed mixing process. This newfound identity of American GIs was further 
cemented by the vivid descriptions of war correspondent Ernie Pyle, who spent 
a considerable time talking and living with the average soldier to present a 
"worm's eye view" of war. Yet, despite the closeness many men and women 
developed toward their fellow soldiers, spawning a wider view of the world, dis- 
crimination continued. African- American servicemen were excluded from the 
marines, the Coast Guard, and the Army Corps. The regular army accepted 
blacks into the military — 700,000 in all — only on a segregated basis. Only in 
the closing years of the decade would President Harry Truman lead the way 
toward a more integrated America by integrating the military. 

Sports attendance in the 1940s soared beyond the record levels of the 1920s; 
in football the T-formation moved in prominence; Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams, 
and Stan Musial dominated baseball before and after the war, and Jackie 
Robinson became the first black in organized baseball. In 1946, Dr. Benjamin 
Spock's work, Common Sense Baby and Child Care, was published to guide new- 
comers in the booming business of raising babies. The decade also discovered 
the joys of fully air-conditioned stores for the first time, cellophane wrap, Morton 
salt, daylight-saving time, Dannon yogurt, Everglades National Park, the Cannes 
Film Festival, Michelin radial tires, Dial soap, and Nikon 35mm film. 
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1942 Profile 



Twenty-seven-year-old April Holiday has moved to Huntsville, 
Alabama, to help the war effort and support herself making ammuni- 
tion after her husband left their 49-acre Tennessee farm to fight against 
the Germans and the Japanese. Her annual salary is $792.00. 



Life at Home 

• Born in Lincoln, Tennessee, April Holiday was named for the month 
she was conceived by her newly married parents in a honeymoon 
suite in Memphis. 

• Her parents, both 14 at the time, had run away to get married 
against the advice of nearly everyone. 

• Shy and beautiful, April always thought her name was special and 
grew up believing she was destined to do great things. 

• After her father ran off with a neighbor woman, April dropped out 
of school in the sixth grade, even though she was the best reader in 
her class. 

• April really didn't like the book work of school much, anyway, 
but she loved being with her friends and talking about who liked 
whom. 

• She also loved listening to country music on the radio, drinking 
lemonade, but most of all, dancing, which was strictly prohibited in 
her mother's house unless you were alone. 

• When April married at 16, she and Hal Holiday just knew that their 
love was greater than that of all the couples mentioned in the Bible 
and even Shakespeare. 

• Since then they have struggled for nearly 11 years to make a finan- 
cial success of their 49-acre farm, struggled to have a baby and 
struggled to get along. 




April Holiday joined the war effort. 
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"I am interested in 
carrying on here 
while the boys do 
the fighting over 
there. It is not a 
question with me as 
to what I do, nor 
how hard I work. 
The harder I work 
for them here, the 
sooner they will 
come home." 

— Marie Owens, 

a 31 -year-old 

employee of 

Huntsville Arsenal 

whose husband was 

in the army 



I remember when I came to work here last 
April. I wanted to win the war, naturally. 
Who didn't? ... I thought of it in kind of 
an abstract way. Something that had to be 
done, but mostly by the boys at the front. 
You see, I hadn't learned then about the 
battles of production and assembly lines as 
I have now. I hadn't learned of the vital 
necessity of every able-bodied person doing 
their share no matter how small, and work- 
ing! working! working! . . . 

And when . . . [my husband] and my broth- 
er and my cousins and all the other boys 
come back home, I want to be able to look 
them in the eye with a clear conscience and 
say, "I did all I could." 

— Eugenia Holman, a Redstone Woman 

Ordnance Worker (or WOW) 

published in the Redstone Eagle Post, 

May 1943 



Most of their spending money comes from an illegal still Hal and his daddy run; 
the consumption of the white lightning they make is also the source of many of the 
couple's arguments. 

Like thousands of men across the South, Hal volunteered for the war immediately 
after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor; he was ready to fight and eager to be out 
of Tennessee. 

Before he left for training camp 60 days later, Hal spent hours talking about what 
he planned to do personally to the first Jap or German he met; it helped keep his 
courage up. 

After Hal's military bus pulled out in February 1942, leaving nothing but dust in 
its wake, April knew she was really alone and on her own — maybe forever. 
Hal left behind a failed tobacco crop, an aging mule, two plows and lots of farm debts. 
Winter had arrived in Tennessee, and their three-room, shotgun-style house on the 
edge of the farm needed a new roof. 

April knew one thing: if she was going to survive, she had to work, and working in 
the dress factory for a dollar a day wasn't going to cut it. 

All she needed was an opportunity that did not resemble the swaying back end of 
a plowing mule or a noisy spinning machine. 

She read a story in the local newspaper about a new ammunitions plant hiring 
workers in Huntsville, Alabama. 

At the same time, U.S. Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson announced plans to dou- 
ble the number of women hired in war jobs. 

April packed up and caught a bus to Alabama three days later; the farm could 
wait— opportunity was knocking. 

• At the last minute, her unmarried younger sister 
Amanda climbed aboard the bus; she, too, was ready 
for adventure and a steady paycheck. 

• According to the newspaper, the ordnance installa- 
tion in Alabama was looking for minor engineering 
aids, positions that involved testing and inspecting 
various metallic materials, mechanical parts, cast- 
ings, assemblies and components for ordnance 
materials. 

• On the bus they discussed what an ordnance factory 
actually makes, then laughed about their big adven- 
ture. 

• They weren't entirely sure, but the newspaper story 
clearly said plant workers were to be paid good 
wages in line with their particular jobs. 

• April was pleased that her sister was going to be a 
part of her life in Alabama. 

• April and Amanda filled out the applications, got 
hired and found an apartment in the upper room of 
a retired church secretary's home — all within a week. 

• Although reluctant to hire women at first, by the time 
the sisters applied, arsenal officials had discovered 
that jobs such as tool-crib operators, inspectors, 
clerks, forklift operators, guards, truck drivers, 
checkers and press operators could be performed sat- 
isfactorily by female employees. 
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Life at Work 

Before coming to Huntsville Arsenal, April Holiday had only worked at a dress 
plant in Tennessee, where she earned one dollar for 11 hours' work each day, out 
of which she paid $0.25 daily for a ride to work. 

The army is paying female production line employees $3.60 a day, though it is 
lower than the men's pay of $4.40 a day. 

The army pays even higher wages for certain jobs deemed more hazardous, such as 
the production of deadly mustard gas. 

The men who work in mustard gas production are paid $5.76 a day, while women 
workers are paid $4.40 a day. 

April had no plans to work there, even at higher pay. 

The eyes and skin of the people employed in that area, April noticed, appeared 
yellow, and often, the workers looked "just as pitiful as could be." 
Another place to avoid, April learned quickly, was the section that makes colored 
smoke grenades which are dyed different colors — yellow, purple and green. 
Townspeople in Huntsville not affiliated with the arsenal make fun of the workers and 
do not understand why they would come to town with such odd shades of hair and skin. 
For security purposes, all workers have to wear different-colored badges to identi- 
fy the area of the arsenal in which they work. 

Workers are often asked to stay only in their area and not wander through the 
plant, no matter how curious they might be. 

When April and Amanda began making ammunition, they were put on the pro- 
duction lines with minimal training, since most tasks had to be learned on the job. 
Because of the nation's demand for soldiers, many of the workers on the lines at 
Huntsville Arsenal are women, most of whom wear trousers to work. 
With her first paycheck, April paid her rent, and with her second, she bought work 
trousers. 

Even on the farm, April wore dresses most days, since pants seemed so improper. 
She loved the change and felt deliciously naughty, though she did not tell Hal in her 
weekly letters about her change in dress or about the men she met at the factory. 




Across America, women have been hired to meet the production goals demanded by the war. 
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The few men assigned to the 
factory attract considerable 
attention during work 
breaks. 



• The few male workers and assigned mil- 
itary men working in the factory attract 
considerable attention, especially during 
work breaks. 

• Now that April was part of the 
Chemical Warfare Service in Huntsville, 
she understood that her motivation was 
both economic and patriotic. 

• She liked to say publicly, "With all the 
boys going into the service and fighting 
for me, surely I can support the war by 
providing ammunition," but privately 
she loved making money that was all 
hers to keep or spend, and thoroughly 
enjoyed her financial independence. 

• She and Amanda were even helping 
their landlord prepare a victory garden 
on the vacant lot near their home. 

• The plan was to be able to grow enough 
food to help in the war effort, which 
was everyone's business. 

• Within six weeks of becoming employed 
at Huntsville Arsenal, both April and 
Amanda were involved in one of the 
installation's worst industrial accidents. 

• On the day of the accident, the two 
were assigned to work in Warehouse 
642, where Huntsville Arsenal's first 
production pilot line for the four-pound 
M-54 thermate incendiary bomb is 
located. 

The Huntsville Arsenal is well known for its vast production of gel-type incendi- 
aries. 

That day, April was assigned a position on the filling machine in the middle of the 
long warehouse, temporarily replacing the woman who usually worked there. 
Amanda was working on a mixing machine at one end of the building. 
At 11:50 a.m., April heard a loud explosion. 

She looked up from her work, saw a blaze, and jumped from her stool to run. 
She fell down, but was able to regain her feet and run out of the burning building. 
By the time she reached the exit, she was on fire, but was caught by some men who 
extinguished the flames. 

About 30 other people also suffered burns from the accident. 
Because of the severity of her injuries, April was taken to Huntsville Hospital, 
where she remained for seven months. 
The army paid all the expenses associated with her stay. 

Warehouse 642 was completely destroyed by the fire spawned by the explosion. 
Her sister was the only fatality. 

Because of the highly sensitive and secret nature of the work being done at 
Huntsville Arsenal, no public reports of the explosion and massive fire were made. 
Security awareness is highly emphasized at every turn. 




194 



1940-1949 



Signs throughout the arsenal read: 
"What you see and what you hear, 
when you leave, leave it here." 
After the explosion, the manufacture 
of the M-54 bomb at Huntsville 
Arsenal was halted. 
When April returned to work after 
her long convalescence, she was no 
longer assigned to the factory floor, 
but was asked to work in personnel 
doing timekeeping. 
Most mornings, April is still very 
tense about going to work, and sen- 
sitive about her burns. 
The scars on her leg and back may 
always be visible, she fears. 
She is especially nervous on rainy 
days because the "goop" or gel-type 
incendiary chemical is more prone to 
ignite in that kind of weather. 
Even though she writes Hal every 
week, she has not heard from him in 
months; she does not even know if 
he realizes she was injured and that 
her sister is dead. 



A woman was placed on the job here, another there, until 
it was no unusual thing to see shifts on the fill-and-press 
lines consisting of about 50 percent women. They did their 
jobs well, and kept up their end of the work so that the 
remaining men were often hard put to it in order to keep 
up with them. 

Then, one of the shift supervisors had the idea to form 
an all-girl line as an experiment. The experiment worked 
and today, the 10-girl crew in the fill-and-press building . . . 
is breaking all production records . . . 

These girls are all handling a man's job. Every one of 
them believes she has a personal stake in this war. Their 
morale is about the highest at the arsenal. They are expert 
press operators, ball table operators, and they handle these 
124-pound to 150-pound pallets with the ease and efficien- 
cy of old-timers. . . . Each one of them is capable of substi- 
tuting for the other in case of need.... This spirit of knowing 
their assigned job well, and the job of the girl working next 
to them, has made every one of them valuable operators. 

— Newspaper reports on the "Modern Amazons," 
Huntsville Arsenal, August 1945 



Life in the Community: Huntsville, Alabama 

• When the federal government announced that an 
ammunitions factory was to be built in Huntsville, 
Alabama, in 1941, the city's fire trucks raced through 
the town delivering an "Extra" edition of the local 
newspaper. 

• Everyone knew that the construction of a $40 million 
war plant would transform life in this quiet town in 
northern Alabama. 

• Within a month, the army's Chemical Warfare 
Service broke ground on the new chemical munitions 
manufacturing and storage facility named Huntsville 
Arsenal. 

• In anticipation of war, the arsenal was designed to 
supplement the production of the army's only other 
chemical manufacturing plant at Edgewood Arsenal, 
Maryland. 

• Huntsville Arsenal is the sole manufacturer of col- 
ored smoke munitions. 

• The facility is also noted for its vast production of 
gel-type incendiaries and toxic agents such as mus- 
tard gas, phosgene, lewisite, white phosphorous, and 
tear gas. 
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The army's impact on Huntsville was immediate and profound. 
Hundreds of men poured into Huntsville seeking employment. 
Within a week of the army's site selection announcement, almost 1,200 men 
stormed the employment office to register. 

The army's initial need for civilian employees was limited to engineers and skilled 
office personnel. 

But the contractors selected to build the new plant also needed thousands of con- 
struction workers. 

At first, the local newspaper reported that, "Few women have registered, but 
approximately 200 of those placed on file . . . have been negroes." 
The transition has been complex. 
The local labor force available has primarily been trained in agriculture. 



"What Women Can Do: Think War, Buy Little, Maintain Our Ideals," 
Life, September 28, 1942: 



Up until now the big Jap has pushed everybody 
around. He has always been at the right spot 
with the right equipment at the right time, his 
skin painted the right color. The poor little 
white men, with wrong plans for using the 
wrong things in the wrong places (at Singapore 
even the guns were pointed in the wrong direc- 
tion) have scurried piteously through the jun- 
gles, swatting mosquitoes, leaping hungry croc- 
odiles and ultimately getting shot or captured. 
But last week from the far Pacific came a differ- 
ent story. Shortly after the U.S. Marines had 
taken the airfield at Guadalcanal Island in the 
Solomons, the Japs landed a force of 750 men at 
the mouth of the Tenaru River. The Marines 
closed in and there developed a nasty jungle 
battle, with the Japs lodged among the trees. 
Suddenly, out of the jungle there appeared the 
right thing at the right time — a line of American 
tanks deliberately heading into the coconut 
grove where the Japs were concentrated. The 
Marines let out a roar. As the correspondent 
described it, "The whole American side of the 
Tenaru front sounded like the bleachers at 
Ebbets Field when the Dodgers win." The tanks 
rushed up and down slaughtering Japs, whose 
rifle bullets pinged harmlessly against the heavy 
armor. When it was over, not a Jap remained. 



What Can We Do? 

The American people would like to fight that 
kind of war, too — a war of getting the right 
things to the right places on time. But they 
aren't doing it. The reason is that in order to 
fight a war like that, you have to think war. And 
a lot of people responsible for the war effort on 
the home front— in labor, in agriculture and 
chiefly in government — are not thinking war. 

The problem is this: how can we get this 
country of 130 million people to act like and 
think like the Marines on Guadalcanal Island? 
And when you examine that proposition, you 
come to what is perhaps an unexpected answer. 
The ones on whom this chiefly falls are the 
women. Many women have written in to the 
news fronts recently asking what they can do to 
help win the war. This is our reply. If the women 
of America will take on this war as their own; if 
they will think war, thoroughly and relentlessly, 
then this country would begin to look like a real 
war machine. Then congressmen would not 
dare to play politics with their country's safety; 
bureaucrats would not dare to fail; and farm 
and labor leaders would not dare to advance 
their selfish interests first. Then we would begin 
to get the right things to the right places at the 
right time. 

(continued) 
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(continued) 
Women in Action 

The simplest way for women, as for men, to 
think is to get into action. Hundreds of thou- 
sands have done so. The WAACs, WAVES and 
WAFS have accepted without flinching the hard 
routines of military life. Nurses have worked 
coolly under fire and in lifeboats on the open sea. 
Thousands of devoted women are discharging 
with precision, and without pay, the exacting 
requirements of the Aircraft Warning Service. 
There are war workers who, because their hus- 
bands have modest incomes, pour all their own 
earnings into war bonds. The schedules adopted 
by some women on the home front are almost 
unbelievable. Mrs. Mildred Feinberg of Portland, 
Ore., for instance, has three children. Besides 
looking after them, she helps her husband at his 
office. And in addition, she supervises the control 
room of the Aircraft Warning Service four nights 
a week from midnight to 6 a.m. Even the enemies 
of Mayor Edward J. Kelly of Chicago acknowl- 
edge the tremendous accomplishment of 
Mrs. Kelly in building up the huge Chicago 
Service Center canteen, which is entirely manned 
by volunteers and handles 80,000 servicemen a 
week. On the job from 8:30 to 6:00 every week- 
day, and from noon through midnight through 
the weekends, Mrs. Kelly sees every volunteer, 
receives about 2,600 separate donations a week, 
acknowledges every one with a personal letter. 



The Frugal Life 

Action has glamour, but it is not necessarily the 
most important contribution that women can 
make. Besides the visible jobs, there are invisible 
ones. And the most important of these is con- 
servation. This is not limited to the salvaging of 
fats, tin cans, and the like, important though 
these may be. True conservation goes much fur- 
ther. Despite the fact that merchandisers who 
haven't yet learned to think war are shoving 
their goods at you, just remember that every- 
thing your family consumes retards the war 
effort. Labor has been required to make it, 
transport it, retail it. Your money, needed for 
taxes and war bonds, doesn't fight the Japs 
when you buy personal comforts. Every luxury 
you purchase gives Hitler a better chance. Every 
can you open taxes the war machine just a little 
more. Try to get the idea — true in wartime — 
that the resources and products of America are 
a common trust. This is especially true of your 
rubber tires, which cannot be replaced but 
which are essential to victory. But it's true also 
of anything you consume. The old American 
idea was abundance, and if we win, that will be 
our idea again. But the new American idea for 
winning is frugality. How much, within the 
limits of good health, can you do without? 
That's the test. 



The War Manpower Commission estimates that 95 percent of the potential work- 
ers are farmers with little factory experience. 

The few workers who have industrial labor experience come from a textile manu- 
facturing background, a process very different from ordnance manufacturing. 
Some of the region's most talented workers migrated months ago to defense plants 
on the West Coast. 

The area also lacks a sufficient number of local secretarial and clerical personnel. 
In addition, the army is able to compete in a free market against the higher wages 
being paid by the contractors for certain types of jobs. 

For workers and employers alike, the transition to boom war economy in 
Huntsville is hampered by the inadequacy of inexpensive local housing and poor 
secondary roads. 
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Black female job applicants 
have been told to be patient. 



• The emphasis at Huntsville Arsenal is for male help of both races to do 
the heavy work, while white females are employed for production line 
work. 

• The large number of black females in the area have been told to be 
patient when seeking employment, and that they will be contacted 
when the market of white females has been exhausted. 

• According to government officials, the lack of "toilet facilities to take 
care of race distinctions peculiar to the South" is the reason given for 
this decision. 

• Approximately 70 percent of all black women are employed as maids, 

/with a high percentage of the rest working on family farms. 
• The biggest recruitment problems faced by the Chemical Warfare 
Service are the scarcity of qualified people with a background in chem- 
istry and the unavailability of competent supervisory personnel. 

• To obtain employees with the necessary chemical production back- 
ground, the Chemical Warfare Service has looked to technical schools 
and colleges throughout the Southeast. 

The University of Alabama and Auburn University are both offering courses need- 
ed by the employees of Huntsville. 

Conducted two nights a week for 12 weeks, these tuition-free "defense training 
courses" instruct men and women in such fields as basic accounting, structural 
design, mechanical and electrical maintenance, industrial management, chemistry, 
and engineering drawing. 

The University of Alabama offers a course in chemical laboratory techniques "for 
women only, who desire to qualify for jobs in defense laboratories." 
Local women are being urged to take advantage of the available technical training 
to prepare themselves to replace men who currently hold many of the more techni- 
cally-oriented and high-skilled jobs. 

Not only would women be helping themselves financially, but also, they are fre- 
quently reminded, they would be performing a patriotic service. 
To keep up the morale of all their workers, army officials sponsor special after- 
hours social events such as picnics, barbecues, dinners and dances. 
Special awards ceremonies are held so that employees can be a part of the recogni- 
tion given to the production successes, and organized sports teams for men and 
women have been created. 

They include activities such as softball, basketball, tennis and bowling, each 
designed "to promote physical fitness and [provide a] diversion from strenuous 
duties." 

Even so, female absenteeism is high. 

Official reports disclose that the pressures of work, the strain of trying to keep up 
with family obligations, the stress of worrying about loved ones fighting in the war 
or being held prisoner behind enemy lines, the lack of adequate rest and nutrition, 
and ill health have all contributed to higher levels of absenteeism among women 
workers. 

But that does not prevent them from being chastised for failing to display an ade- 
quate amount of patriotic fervor. 

Huntsville Arsenal has also hired a registered nurse to deal with problems hamper- 
ing the productivity of individual employees. 
She even travels to the homes of absent workers to determine if the illness keeping 



employees off the job is being treated properly. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1942 



The Nobel Prize celebrations, discontinued in Stockholm since 1939 because of the 
war, resumed in New York City 

A Japanese submarine fired 25 shells at an oil refinery near Santa Barbara, 
California, the first attack on the American mainland 

The U.S. Post Office in New York hired more than 900 translators to censor mail 
going to foreign countries 

The lights in New York's Times Square and several leading hotels were blacked out 
so ships at sea could not be seen by German U-boats 

Daylight Saving Time, nylon parachutes, blackout drills, zinc-coated pennies, Paine 
Webber, Dannon yogurt and Kellogg's Raisin Bran all made their first appearance 
Forty percent of all vegetables consumed in the United States were grown in small, 
local victory gardens 

The movie Mrs. Miniver won Academy Awards for best picture, best director for 
William Wyler, and best actress for Greer Garson 

Victory Book rallies were held nationwide; 600,000 books were donated to the 
armed services through a two-week-long New York City Public Library book drive 
RCA Victor sprayed gold on a recording of Glenn Miller's song "Chattanooga Choo 
Choo" after it sold one million copies, creating the first gold record 
The sales of women's trousers increased by 10 times after millions of women took 
their places in factories 

One billion pounds of plastic were produced for use in everything from airplanes to 
hose nozzles so that scarce metals could be spared for the war effort 
African-American leadership quickly and loudly protested ongoing racial discrimi- 
nation in the military, especially the navy 

Popular songs included, "Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition," "Rosie, the 
Riveter," "A String of Pearls," and "This Is the Army, Mr. Jones" 
Los Angeles, California, alone contributed six tons of tires to the nationwide rubber drive 
Tubeless tires were successfully tested 
Hollywood produced 80 war movies 

Carole Lombard and 20 others died in a TWA transport crash while on a tour sell- 
ing war bonds 

Go Down, Moses by William Faulkner, The Just and the Unjust by James Gould 
Cozzens, The Moon Is Down by John Steinbeck and Storm over the Land by Carl 
Sandburg were all published 

The first safe, self-sustaining nuclear reaction was achieved at the University of 
Chicago by Enrico Fermi, Edward Teller, and Leo Szilard 
Bell Aircraft tested a jet-propelled airplane 
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"Against that Day!" The American Home, 
January 1943: 

Your government has created a War Damage Corporation 
and now, through the facilities of the fire insurance com- 
panies in the country and their representatives, you can 
obtain war damage insurance on your home and proper- 
ty for as little as $0.10 per $100 per year. This insurance 
is not obligatory, but your government wants you to 
know that it is available for you to purchase and urges 
you to do so for your own protection .... 

Our entire country is vulnerable to enemy attack. It 
is entirely conceivable that, instead of, or in addition to, 
sending bombers to the coastal areas, the enemy might 
send planes into the Hudson Bay area by boat and from 
there fly them into the various industrial centers of the 
Middle West. The tactics of the enemy are not only to 
destroy defense plants, air fields and army concentra- 
tions, but to terrify the citizens and break down the 
morale of a country. Moreover, bombs do not always 
reach their objectives, but sometimes hit defenseless res- 
idential areas. Consequently, there is no part of the 
country that would be absolutely safe from enemy 
attack — not even the deep interior. 



Selected Prices 

Automobile, Pontiac Wagon . . .$1,340.00 

Brassiere $1.50 

Coca-Cola $0.25 

Coffee Table $75.00 

Fur Coat, Beaver $595.00 

Haircut, Woman's $2.00 

Iron $12.95 

Mixer, Sunbeam $23.75 

Movie Ticket $0.40 

Seagram's Whiskey, Fifth $2.70 

Shotgun, Remington $39.30 

Tea Kettle, Copper $3.49 




MAEDCHRN [N OVERALLS 






i n *n i — 

"l always add an extra pinch o\ nitroglycerin." 
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Working Women of World War II 



America's war effort began in earnest in late 1939 as factories began tooling up to 
support its allies in Europe against German aggression. 

Prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and America's declaration of war, 
women were rarely hired at defense plants. 

More than five million men, many unemployed for years during the Depression, 
were readily available. 

Many industrial executives believed and publicly said that women lacked the need- 
ed mechanical skills to work in factories. 

During the months just before the war, female employment actually fell because of 
the scarcity of materials. 

In Pennsylvania alone, 11,000 women in the silk mills and 16,000 in the hosiery 
mills lost employment as silk was diverted into war production. 
More than 30,000 workers in radio production and 41,000 workers in auto man- 
ufacturing lost their jobs for the same reason. 

After the thousands of men left their jobs to be in Uncle Sam's army, the Office of 
War Information declared, "Working is a woman's way in war time; America at 
war needs women at work." 

Prior to that time, nearly every major publication emphasized the necessity of 
women staying home and away from factory work, where they might deny a man 
the opportunity to support his family. 

After World War II began, women were told they had a special stake in victory. 
If the Nazis or the Japanese were successful in world conquest, American women 
would be enslaved. 

The government published stories saying that if the enemy conquered America, a 
woman's place in society would be restricted to "kinder, kuche, kirche, and knipe" 
(children, kitchen, church and the brothel). 

Women were urged to work if they wanted to "earn the feeling they were doing 
their full part to help speed the day of victory." 

In July 1941, the American Red Cross called upon "every woman and girl in 
Huntsville and Madison County who knits, crochets or sews..." to cooperate in 
meeting the deadline for completing the area's assigned quota of sewing. 




DON'T BE/ 

ABSENT, 



EVERY MINUTE YOU WORK IS 
A SOCK ON THE NOSE FGMilTLEi 




WILL THIS BE 
OUR NEXT BOSS? 

*N0T IF WE ARE ON THE 
JOB EVERY DAY . 

»EK!!5TW0RKiUI!>*!N. 




. 
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BY CONSERVING MED1CA1 AND NURSING CARE ! 




• As a result, women across America 
)/m f~A sewed for the Red Cross and 

helped to wind the thousands of 
bandages desperately needed in the 
battle zones of Europe and the 
Pacific. 

• They were also active participants 
in the civilian defense effort, form- 
ing "bicycle brigades" to conserve 
gasoline and rubber tires; volun- 
teering to work at the local USO; 
buying and selling war bonds; 
leading drives to salvage scrap 
metal and rubber for armaments, 
and silk and nylon stockings for 
use in making powder bags; and 
conserving cooking grease for pro- 
ducing glycerin. 

Nationally, women promoted the Women's Victory Food Units, 
which was on the forefront of promoting such activities as victory 
gardening, nutrition and conservation. 

While some leaders urged women only to continue such tradition- 
al roles as knitting, buying bonds, stretching rationed foodstuffs, 
and keeping up the nation's morale, others on the home front chal- 
lenged women to join the ever-growing ranks of America's "pro- 
duction soldiers." 

Uncertainty about the willingness and ability of American house- 
wives to assume a larger defense role was being expressed nation- 
ally as well as locally. 

One labor analyst warned that, "The employment of millions of 
untrained workers, including old men, youths, and housewives, . . . 
[would] inevitably result in a material and gradual dilution of 
labor skills, which . . . [means] a decline in manpower output." 
The previously successful employment of women defense workers, 
according to this same analyst, was "... attributable to the fact 
that the more experienced and best adapted have naturally been 
the first employed. As . . . [the nation drew] more and more upon 
inexperienced and untrained homemakers, the average efficiency of 
women . . . [would] decline." 

Before the start of war, 85 percent of women who worked were employed in the 

nondurable goods industries such as textiles, apparel, leather, food and paper. 

After the war began, increasing numbers found higher wages and greater prestige 

making communications equipment, small arms ammunition, electrical equipment, 

iron and steel, automobiles, and scientific equipment. 

Women gained few opportunities in governmental policy making and were rarely 

offered positions in the war agencies. 
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Occupied Japan 



Civilian 

When Nora Steiner decided to put away her travel magazines and start visiting some of the 
places she'd read about, her life was opened to possibilities she had never even considered. 



Life at Home 

Nora Steiner was at work in the spring of 1945 when she received the news that her 
brother Tom had been shot during a minor battle near the Elbe River. 
Her mother had called to tell her that he was taken to a field hospital with a 
chest wound, but did not make it. 

Two years later, Nora decided it was time to pursue her lifelong interest in 
travel — with or without her father's permission. 

Since she was a small girl growing up in Wildrose, North Dakota, she had 
dreamed of traveling the world. 

The money she earned from the eggs laid by her chickens paid for a subscrip- 
tion to National Geographic Magazine and travelogues by female writers. 
Upon taking a job as a clerk for the federal government in Bismark, she 
embarked on a saving campaign that would allow her to travel. 
Ready to make those countries on the map come alive, her first step was to 
investigate the availability of jobs overseas. 

Nora first considered positions associated with the occupation in Germany, 
but when word arrived of clerical jobs with the occupation forces in Japan, 
she couldn't contain her excitement. 

In an uncharacteristic display of emotion, she squealed out loud with delight 
when the letter arrived offering her a position. 

For her grand adventure, she packed carefully — including all of her travel books. 
For weeks she carefully constructed list after list of places she wanted to visit. 
And the trip — when it became reality — was better than the dream; her first 
train ride across the country was a thrill. 

The Rocky Mountains were taller than she had expected, San Francisco more 
charming and exciting, the ocean vastly larger than the books had said. 




Nora Steiner is headed to occupied 
Japan. 
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Baseball Glove, Horsehide $3.00 

Adding Machine $120.00 

Aftershave, Mennen Skin Bracer $0.98 

Board Game, Ouija $1.59 

Cereal, Nabisco Honey Grahams $0.27 

Chemise, Frederick's Gay Paree $5.98 

Chicks, Box of 100 $4.95 

China, Wedgwood Woodstock, 20-Piece Starter Set $75.60 

Cycle Goggles $3.49 

Hairstyling $6.50 

Hatchet, Craftsman $1.69 

Lotion, Jergens $1.00 

Mirror, Full-length $14.90 

Television, Emerson, 10-Inch $295.00 

Vacuum Cleaner, General Electric $39.95 

Washer, Kenmore $119.95 
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"The Reconversion of Douglas MacArthur," 
Martin Summers, Saturday Evening Post, May 25, 1946: 



The Douglas MacArthur you are thinking about 
when you arrive here, the one you expect to find, is 
the relentless warrior who fought the Southwest 
Pacific war. You recall an unforgettable picture, 
MacArthur, on the shell-torn sands of bloody Los 
Negros, in the Admiralties, standing over the naked 
body of a Jap — one looking thoroughly dead, as 
only a Jap can look dead — and saying with satis- 
faction, "This is the way I like to see them." 

But that is not the MacArthur you find here, 
not at all. You find a Douglas MacArthur who is, 
mirabile dictum, one of the most popular men in 
Japan, whose fan mail includes letters from intelli- 
gent (by Jap standards) Japanese women who 
want to have a son sired by him because they 
believe in some fashion this will fuse superior 
virtue into the Japanese people. You find a 



MacArthur who is working so hard at the system- 
atic pacification of the Japanese people through 
constitutional government that his thoughts have 
turned away not only from killing and the art of 
war, but also from any presidential ambitions he 
may have had. You find a Douglas MacArthur 
who has come to take his job as overseer of 60 mil- 
lion obedient and peaceful people so seriously that 
he believes he may, through leading them in the 
creation of a 
sort of model 
democratic 
state without an 
army or navy, 
eventually point 
the way to 
world peace. 




After days of haunting the library and bookstores of San Francisco for literature on 
Japan, she felt prepared. 

On the date her ship arrived in Tokyo harbor, she stayed up all night, too excited to sleep. 
But even with all the reading, she was unprepared for postwar Tokyo, once the 
world's third-largest city. 

Nearly all of the wooden buildings in the city had been destroyed during the 
wartime bombing. 

• For miles in every direction, she found only a desert land- 
scape, where once seven million people had lived. 

• Three million people were crammed into the buildings 
that survived the bombing and subsequent flames. 



Life at Work 

• Downtown Tokyo is filled with people from the Allied 
nations, especially Americans, and is the headquarters of 
the occupation forces, including 20,000 civilian War 
Department employees like Nora, one of 4,000 American 
women in clerical jobs. 

• Japan has established a national government, but Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, whose authority is absolute, exercises 
the real power. 

• He is assisted by a large civilian staff. 

• Since arriving, Nora has been assigned to the Surugadai Hotel, 
one of 10 downtown hotels where single women are housed. 
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Nora has two roommates 
in Tokyo, a city heavily 
damaged by war bombing. 



• The Surugadai is considered particularly desirable. 

• Because of her newcomer status, she shares a large room 
with two other women of similar age — Midge Arndt, whose 
father manages a small fertilizer plant outside Spokane, 
Washington, and Celeste Amato, whose father is a steve- 
dore in Bagonne, New Jersey. 

• In addition, they have the services of room girls — young 
Japanese women who work as personal servants. 

• Nora quickly learned that their room girl would wake her 
in the morning, tend to her clothes, clean the room, help her 
dress and even give massages. 

• Nora's job requires that she work from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. five 
days a week, similar to her stateside government job. 

• All three roommates work in offices close to the hotel. 

• Celeste is a typist/stenographer for the medical supply divi- 
sion in the Public Health and Welfare Section. 

• A small, almost silent girl whose olive skin, large brown 
eyes and devout Catholicism advertise her Sicilian origins, 
she felt called by God to work in Japan. 

• Even though her assigned job is largely clerical, Celeste 
envisions her efforts bringing healing drugs and supplies to 
the most destitute people of Japan. 

At 5 p.m., when others are heading home, Celeste catches a bus to the 
Our Lady of Lourdes Home in Yokohama, a Catholic orphanage spe- 
cializing in occupation babies — children with Japanese mothers and 
occupation-force fathers, including Americans. 

These mixed-race children are often deserted by the fathers and reject- 
ed by the family and community of the mothers. 
Many of the babies are abandoned on the steps of the orphanage. 
The hardest lot, Celeste believes, falls to children with black fathers, 
since most Japanese consider blacks to be an inferior race. 
For several hours each evening and all day on Saturday, Celeste 
helps the nuns with the 130 babies in their care, taking time to feed 
them, change their diapers, play games and teach them to walk and 



The half-black children are 
her special focus; she thinks 
they need her help most. 
Nora wonders whether 
Celeste secretly yearns to be 
a nun. 

Their other roommate, Midge, 
works for the government 
section responsible for trans- 
forming Japan into a self-gov- 
erning democracy, including 
universal suffrage. 
Her actual goal is to meet 
men; work is simply a way to 
pass time between dates. 
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Japanese orphanages 
are filled with children 
with Japanese mothers 
and occupation-force 
American fathers. 



Midge volunteered for duty in Japan because she had heard there 
would be 20 men for every single woman. 

A tall blonde with a full figure and vivacious personality, Midge 
does not need 20-to-l odds to be popular; nearly every night is spent 
out partying at bars, restaurants and private homes. 
A current focus of her attention is a divorced, balding major with a 
pot belly and vast tracts of land in his native Virginia. 
She often remarks that she would have no contact with the Japanese 
people were it not for the servants who wait on her. 
The best thing about Midge, in Nora's opinion, is that she isn't in 
the room often. 

Nora's job is with the information division of the Civil Information 
and Education Section, the function of which is to improve the sta- 
tus of women in Japan. 

In America, Nora had never considered the status of women. 
The rigidity of Japan's patriarchal society is not only shocking, but 
is a mirror of her own life. 

Since she was five years old, she has known that — merely because of 
his gender — her older brother was her father's favorite. 
College was affordable for her brother, but not for her, and good grades 
were discouraged because "boys don't like girls that are too smart for 
their own good," her mother had whispered like a close friend. 
For the first time, she is angry that she accepted this underclass sta- 
tus without a fight. 

In Japan, many of the women around her are professionals — gradu- 
ates of prestigious colleges — who are in charge and making deci- 
sions without having to ask for permission every time something 
needs to be done. 
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When you need money 
ask about our 

EASY-PAYMENT PERSONAL. LOAN PLAN 



No red tape. Small monthly pay- 
ments adjusted to your income. 



."'"' " reornAL o [posit maumNei corfo bation 

The Wilber National Bank 

24 5 Main Street 
Oneonta, N. Y. 

FOflH fl« COPYRIOMltO ■ •K-CURTfB 10OO IN 



Nora finds herself eavesdropping on the conversations of these 
intelligent women, and has even asked their advice on reading 
lists and colleges to attend. 

Several times a week, mostly in the evenings, she attends Japanese- 
language colleges or lectures on Japanese art and culture. 
On weekends, she journeys to museums or nearby historical 
sites that have survived the war. 

She is growing to love the quiet beauty of Japan, and has invested in 
a Leica camera so she can capture the incredible world around her. 
During these trips, she takes every opportunity to practice her 
Japanese on natives, who are almost universally friendly and 
pleased that one of the "conquerors" is willing to learn their 
language — even while giggling politely behind their hands. 
Clearly, she has come to understand that the rural areas suffered 
less destruction than the cities did, but that economic hardship 
is everywhere. 



On weekends, Nora travels to Japanese landmarks 
and museums to understand the culture. She is 
also saving for college — a new dream. 




Her letters home, which include pictures she has taken, 
describe a nation struggling to rise from the ashes of 
absolute defeat. 

She does not mention her growing savings account, or 
her plans to attend college when she returns. 



Life in the Community: Japan 

• During the Second World War, over a third of Tokyo 
was devastated. 
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Under American occupation, 
Japan's caste system is being 
transformed. 



In Hiroshima and Nagasaki, almost a quarter of a million people lost 

their lives under the atom bombs; millions more were killed, maimed, or 

made homeless in the ruins. 

The bombing of the steel mills of Yawata, the shipyard of Kobe, and the 

aircraft factories of Yokohama resulted in the destruction of most of the 

country's major industries. 

In the "new" Japan, many small manufacturing plants — which were 

not targeted — are now up, running and competitive in the national 

economy. 

Like Americans, many Japanese citizens want to buy the goods that 

were unavailable during the war, allowing factories to switch smoothly 

from manufacturing planes to making aluminum kitchenware. 

With the dismantling of the social caste system, American officials 

believe a great leveling is under way which will completely destroy the 

power of the upper class who controlled Japan — and with that, the 

country's power to wage war. 

As part of this process, the lowly are being raised; the farmer, once a 

poor peasant, is discovering that his needs and welfare are of interest 

to his government. 

In addition, young men both rich and poor have lost their lives in 

the fighting. 

One wealthy Japanese businessman says, "The past year has dealt no 

more lightly with me than it has my gardener. Truly, the war has made 

him my equal." 

Another blow to the roots of the social system is the passage of the 

Election Bill, which lowered the voting age from 25 to 20 and gave 

women the right to vote for the first time. 

In the first election after the voting reforms, 66 percent of the eligible 

women voters cast their ballots. 





O- QOGLOW 
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To provide economic equality, no person is allowed to draw out more than 1,800 

yen per month — no matter their wage. 

Anything workers make over that sum is deposited to their accounts and frozen, to 

become available at some time in the future. 

American soldiers are contributing to this equality; observers say, "You Americans don't 

seem to care about a man's social position at all. You would just as soon joke with a 

common laborer as with the chief of police." 
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Historical Snapshot 
1947 



A Gallup poll reported that 94 percent of Americans believed in God 

Gerber Products Company sold two million jars of baby food weekly 

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams opened on Broadway 

The Freedom Train, carrying 100 of America's greatest documents, toured the 

United States 

The American Meat Institute reported that Americans abandoned wartime 

casseroles for meat five nights a week 

Seventy-five percent of all corn production was now hybrid 

Esquire magazine promoted the "bold look" for the man of "self-confidence and 

good taste," featuring wide tie clasps, heavy gold key chains, bold striped ties, big 

buttons and the coordination of hair color and clothing 

Bikini bathing suits arrived on American beaches to great excitement 

The American Friends Service Committee won the Nobel Peace Prize 

One million homes now had television sets 

Gillette and Ford paid $65,000 to sponsor the first televised World Series, during 

which an estimated 3.7 million people watched the Brooklyn Dodgers fall to the 

New York Yankees 

Returning GI veterans took advantage of the GI Bill, sending college enrollment to 

an all-time high 

New York began a fluoridation program for 50,000 children 

The new innovation of drive-in facilities at banks was spreading rapidly 

A house costing $4,440 in 1939 retailed for $9,060; the price of clothing was up 93 

percent over the same period 

Minute Maid Corp., Ajax, Everglades National Park, the Cannes Film Festival and 

the Tony Awards all made their first appearance 

The United States was urged by the American Association of Scientific Workers to 

study bacteriological warfare 
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In 1945, this 17-year-old woman became a switchboard operator in Dublin, Georgia, 
where she joined the Communications Workers of America (CWA). Here she describes 
her life and first labor strike in 1947 as post-war America began to turn its attention 
to working conditions and workers at home. In the 1950s and 1960s, Selina Burch 
became a top official of the CWA, an administrative assistant to one of the union's 12 
district vice-presidents. 

"I grew up in Dublin, Georgia. My father was a farmer and my mother was a 
homemaker. My mother died when I was 13 and I moved in with my grandmother and 
four old-maid aunts — three of them were schoolteachers. There was no labor back- 
ground in my family at all. 

I began work for Southern Bell on August 7, 1945, as an operator. I had graduat- 
ed from Dublin High School and had worked in a coffee shop for about a year — there's 
no labor market in Dublin, Georgia. After a year, I applied for a job with the telephone 
company. The chief operator had gone to school with my father, so I was put ahead of 
all the other applicants. 

At that time, remember, there was a manual board where you said, "Number, 
please." There was no automatic dialing in Dublin. If you've ever walked into a tele- 
phone company, you've seen all these cords being put up. It became a fascinating thing 
to me to see if I could put up all the cords and then move over to another position, 
because I was very adept at handling telephone calls. There was one other girl from 
Dublin who could keep up with me, but only one. This was a challenge to me, to see 
how fast I could work the switchboard. 

In 1946, some people from Macon came to Dublin and signed us up to a union. If 
you were a female, you paid $0.75 a month to belong to a union, and if you were a 
male, you paid $1.00. I was an operator and was working eight to five every day, the 
best shift because of my family's relationship with the chief operator. Suddenly, I was 
assigned to that horrible tour of one to ten. Someone had come along and taken my 
privileges away. I was young and carefree, though, 17, 18, and it really didn't make 
any difference to me, that part of it. 

Also, right away in 1946, we obtained our first wage increase. At that time, I was 
making $15.00 a week as an operator and I got a $10.00 increase. It had a real impact 
on me that somebody had almost doubled my salary, but I did not understand at that 
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time what it was all about. I had no idea what unionization meant. Pay, it meant more 
pay. But as for any other privileges, all it meant was that I went to the bottom of the 
list, because I was the junior person there. 

I remember the first union meeting I ever went to — over in Macon. It was during 
a strike, and we wanted to see what we were striking for, but we didn't find out. I'm 
not sure that anyone in Macon knew. 

The strike didn't bother me because even though my family were schoolteachers, 
we had a car. There was only one movie in Dublin, so driving to Macon was some- 
thing for us to do. I could borrow a quarter to buy a little gas. The Western Electric 
guys were out on strike also. Everybody would get together at meetings and we'd 
laugh and talk about the strike, whatever it was about. 

Dublin was a pretty small place. We were a close-knit group. I guess that we were 
friends more because we worked together all day than because we were members of 
the union. When we returned to work in '47, I remember that we gave the two who 
had not come out on strike a pretty hard way to travel. I resented them. 
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It was like being out of school on vacation. In fact, the day we were supposed to 
return to work, I had a big date that night, what I considered at that time a big date. 
I called the chief operator and said that I couldn't possibly come to work because I had 
such a sore throat. 

We were so young and naive that we did not even think of picking up the phone 
and making calls. You see, with only a manual board there, if we had been militant and 
known what we were doing, we could have driven Mother Bell nuts. But we did not 
want to inconvenience in any way. We thought we were a big inconvenience just being 
out on the street. It was part of this Southern upbringing: we respect authority at all 
costs. And with Dublin so small, I didn't think of "the company" as huge, nationwide 
Bell Telephone Company. I thought of the company only as the people I worked with. 
My grandmother broke her hip during this time, and the chief operator called me at 
home — my grandmother's home where I was still living — to assure me that she would 
make sure that any calls from our number went through, even though they were hav- 
ing trouble keeping up on the switchboard because of the strike ..." 
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As the 1950s began, the average American enjoyed an income 15 times greater 
than the average foreigner, optimism was rampant, and much of the nation's 
energy was focused on family and making up for lost time. Women tended to 
marry at an earlier age and bear children in their twenties. Many were able to 
maintain the independence obtained during the 1940s and continued to work 
after "the boys" returned from the war. Many more found a new lifestyle in sub- 
urbia, where they could take advantage of a prosperous America. Surveys 
showed that the vast majority of Americans considered themselves middle 
class, many enjoyed the benefits of health insurance for the first time, and 
everyone knew someone who owned a television set. On the world stage, the 
United States manufactured half of the world's products, 57 percent of the 
steel, 43 percent of the electricity, and 62 percent of the oil. The economies of 
Europe and Asia lay in ruins, while America's industrial and agricultural 
structure was untouched and well-oiled to supply the consumer and industrial 
needs of a war-weary world. 

In addition, the war years' high employment and optimism spurred the 
longest sustained period of peacetime prosperity in the nation's history. A 
decade of full employment and pent-up desire produced demands for all types 
of consumer goods. Businesses of all sizes prospered. Rapidly swelling families, 
new suburban homes, televisions, and most of all, big, powerful, shiny automo- 
biles symbolized the hopes of the era. During the 1950s, an average of seven 
million cars and trucks were sold annually. By 1952, two thirds of all families 
owned a television set; home freezers and high-fidelity stereo phonographs were 
considered necessities. Specialized markets developed to meet the demand of 
consumers such as amateur photographers, pet lovers, and backpackers. At the 
same time, shopping malls, supermarkets, and credit cards emerged as impor- 
tant economic forces. 

This economic prosperity also ushered in conservative politics and social 
conformity. Tidy lawns, bedrooms that were "neat and trim," and suburban 
homes that were "proper" were certainly "in" throughout the decade as 
Americans adjusted to the post-war years. Properly buttoned-down attitudes 
concerning sexual mores brought stern undergarments for women like bonded 
girdles and stiff, pointed, or padded bras to confine the body. The planned com- 
munity of Levittown, New York, mandated that grass be cut at least once a week 
and laundry washed on specific days. A virtual revival of Victorian respectabil- 
ity and domesticity reigned; divorce rates and female college attendance fell 
while birth rates and the sale of Bibles rose. Corporate America promoted the 
benefits of respectable men in gray flannel suits whose wives remained at home 
to tend house and raise children. Suburban life included ladies' club member- 
ships, chauffeuring children to piano and ballet classes, and lots of a newly mar- 
keted product known as tranquilizers, the sales of which were astounding. 
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The average wage earner benefited more from the booming industrial sys- 
tem than at any time in American history. The 40-hour work week became 
standard in manufacturing. In offices many workers were becoming accus- 
tomed to a 35-hour week. Health benefits for workers became more common 
and paid vacations were standard in most industries. In 1950, 25 percent of 
American wives worked outside the home; by the end of the decade the num- 
ber had risen to 40 percent. Communications technology, expanding roads, 
inexpensive airline tickets, and a spirit of unboundedness meant that people 
and commerce were no longer prisoners of distance. Unfortunately, up to one- 
third of the population lived below the government's poverty level, largely 
overlooked in the midst of prosperity. 

The Civil Rights Movement was propelled by two momentous events in the 
1950s. The first was a decree on May 17, 1954, by the U.S. Supreme Court 
which ruled "that in the field of public education the doctrine of 'separate but 
equal' has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal." 
The message was electric but the pace was slow. Few schools would be inte- 
grated for another decade. The second event established the place of the Civil 
Rights Movement. On December 1, 1955, African- American activist Rosa 
Parks declined to vacate the white-only front section of the Montgomery, 
Alabama, bus, leading to her arrest and a citywide bus boycott by blacks. Their 
spokesman became Martin Luther King, Jr., the 26-year-old pastor of the Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church. The year-long boycott was the first step toward the pas- 
sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

America's youths were enchanted by the TV adventures of Leave It to Beaver, 
westerns, and Father Knows Best, allowing them to accumulate more time 
watching television during the week (at least 27 hours) than attending school. 
TV dinners were invented; pink ties and felt skirts with sequined poodle 
appliques were worn; Elvis Presley was worshipped and the new phenomena of 
Playboy and Mickey Spillane fiction were created only to be read behind closed 
doors. The ever-glowing eye of television killed the "March of Time" newsreels 
after 16 years at the movies. Sexual jargon such as "first base" and "home run" 
entered the language. Learned- When-Sleeping machines appeared, along with 
Smokey the Bear, Sony tape recorders, adjustable shower heads, Mad Comics, 
newspaper vending machines, Levi's faded blue denims, pocket-size transistor 
radios, and transparent plastic bags for clothing. Ultimately, the real stars of the 
era were the Salk and Sabin vaccines, which vanquished the siege of polio. 
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Born as a slave on a plantation in South Carolina, Ida Davis is the proud matriarch of 
four generations. For over 70 years, she has lived in the same cabin she and her hus- 
band built after they were married. 



Life at Home 

Ida Davis is a very old woman, and though she tells friends 
she is 88, she is not sure of her exact age. 
Born as a slave on the Davis Plantation in Pine Tree Bluff, 
South Carolina, Ida has lived on the same property, occu- 
pying only two houses in her entire life. 
The first was the wood cabin in which she was born. 
She lived there until she was 16, when she married Columbus 
Davis, known to all as Boy-Boy. 

They built a cabin together on the Davis Plantation, where 
she has lived ever since. 

Neither house boasts running water or an indoor bathroom. 
Electricity arrived 1 1 years ago, thanks to the rural electri- 
cal cooperatives that brought service to the farm regions of 
the state. 

Together Ida and Boy-Boy had 14 children, 10 of whom 
lived to adulthood. 

Over time, eight moved away: one to New York, three to 
Baltimore, two to Columbia, SC and two to Sumter, SC. 
One child moved to the nearby town of Summerton, while 

the oldest child, known as Junior, sharecropped with his daddy in Pine Tree Bluff. 
Today, Ida has 56 grandchildren and more great- and great-great-grand children 
than nearly anyone can count, except for Ida. 

She has meticulously created a set of scrapbooks, dedicating a page or two for each 
child, using pictures, locks of hair and other memorabilia to honor every birth. 




Ida Davis meticulously cre- 
ates scrap books to honor 
her grandchildren, her great 
grandchildren and her great- 
great grandchildren. 
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Ida's children and grand- 
children visit often. 




Ida married Columbus Davis 
when she was 1 6 years old. 



• Only Ida remembers the name and birthday of each 
and every child. 

• Her favorite leisure activity, after churchgoing, is to 
look at the pictures and drawings in the "sweet mem- 
ory" books, or listen while her children read her 
letters or the newspaper clippings stored in the books. 

• Born during the Civil War, Ida never had an oppor- 
tunity to learn how to read or write; times were hard 
and schools few for the former slave children of the 
Reconstruction South, when Ida was a girl. 

• Following a lifelong habit, Ida listens hard and 
remembers well when the Bible, letters and articles 
are read aloud. 

• Ida places great stock in the belief that education is 
the key to lifting the Negro out of poverty. 

• She is proud that all of her children managed to stay 
in school until at least the eighth grade; two even 
graduated high school, as have many of the grand- 
children. 

Her children come to visit regularly; they all know that Ida lives for news of the 

children. 

Many of the grandchildren, who were raised in the North, have returned to 

Summerton to raise their children and live near the family matriarch. 

Currently, Ida is particularly focused on the progress of the great-grandchildren 

who have been drafted into the newly racially integrated army to fight in Korea. 

Ida is almost beside herself with joy that one of the great-grands has just been 

accepted at the new law school for Negroes in nearby Orangeburg, SC. 

Having one of the family on the verge of becoming a lawyer ranks alongside the 

moment her grandson Zebulon became a minister, or when the first of several 

granddaughters became teachers. 

Most of the family up North have jobs in industry, a couple still work as domestics, 

two sons in Baltimore own a grocery together, and one son is a porter on the railroad. 

Though she has never considered herself an activist, Ida has always been keenly 

interested in seeing that the members of her community had opportunity and 

education. 



Memories of Sharecropper Fannie Lou llama. Montgomery County, Mississippi, 1937: 



One day when I was about six, I was playing 
beside a gravel road and the landowner came 
and asked me could I pick cotton. I told him 
I didn't know. 

He told me if I picked 39 pounds of cotton 
that week that they would carry me to the com- 
missary store on the plantation that Saturday, 



and I could get Cracker Jacks and Daddy- Wide 
Legs and cherries. And this was things I had 
never had. I picked 30 pounds that week. Then 
the next week I was tasked to 60 because 
what he was doing was trapping me into work. 
I had to pick more and more. By the time I was 
13 years old, I was picking 300 and 400 pounds. 
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Letter to the Reverend J. A. DeLaine, Lake City, SC, October 7, 1955: 

"We have been notified by the best of authority that you are the one that 
started school segregation mess at Manning, S.C. and that you was run 
out of manning four dirty filthy work. Maybe you don't know Lake City 
but you are going to find out real soon. Several hundred of us had a 
meeting and pledged ourselves to put you where you belong, if there is 
such a place. I wonder if you ever heard about the Negrow (cq) 
Postmaster that was sent to Lake City and notified to Leve. (cq) He 
refused. However he left, but in a coffin. So we have decided to give you 
10 days to leave Lake City and if you are not away by then rather than 
let you spread your dirty filthy poison here any longer. We have made 
plans to move you if it takes dynamite to do so. This is final." 



"There are not 
enough troops in 
the army to force 
the South to give up 
on segregation and 
admit the Negro race 
into our schools, our 
theaters, our swim- 
ming pools, and our 
houses." 

— South Carolina 
Governor J. Strom 
Thurmond, 1948 



Life at Work 

• Ida Davis was trained by her aunt as a midwife, and for more than 60 years she 
cared for most of the black babies and many of the white ones born in her part of 
the county. 

Her family insisted she "retire" on her eightieth birthday. 

The family offered to build her a nice brick home with electricity, running water 
and a septic system, but she figures that the little unpainted frame house where she 
has spent the last 72 years has too many memories, most of them happy. 
The house started out with a large main room and a small bedroom. 
Two other bedrooms were added over time, one for the boys and one for the girls. 
The living room is neatly wallpapered with the covers of Life magazine, a project 
of many years for which Boy-Boy took great pride. 
One of the bedrooms is where she now makes quilts. 

It is filled with cloth scraps that family members bring whenever they come to visit. 
All the descendants have come to expect a Mama Ida quilt on their sixteenth birth- 
day. 

She says often that she's getting too old to sew anymore and will have to stop 
soon. 

Her family knows that when she stops, her last breath will be near. 
She goes to the Mt. Hebron Methodist Church where her grandboy Zeb 
now preaches. 

He often complains, only half in jest, that she knows the Bible better than he 
does, even though she can't read. 
Years of careful listening have made an impression. 

When Ida was in her forties, she was so active in the church, the congregation 
asked her to represent them at a church convention in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
She traveled by train and was quite proud of going, but never accepted another call 
by the church to travel that far again. 

The unfamiliar places and names were just too hard to comprehend without know- 
ing how to read. 



"We are all children 
of one God, and all 
members of one race, 
the Human Race." 
— The Reverend 
J. A. Delaine, 1950 
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Her illiteracy has also prevented her from voting, although she knows of many of 
her neighbors who can read, but who have been prevented from voting by dracon- 
ian "literacy" and poll taxes. 
• In her part of the state, it cost $2.00 if you wish to vote in a local or national 
election. 

• Just a couple of years before, South Carolina's governor, Strom Thurmond, ran 
for president on the States' Rights ticket, promising to preserve segregation. 

• Still, things are better now than they were earlier in the century when the Klan 
ran rampant. 

During those days, one of her sons-in-law was lynched. 
The newspaper ran a picture of the lynch mob with his body; later, the photogra- 
pher ran an advertisement to sell postcard-sized prints of the lynching to anyone 
with $2.00 plus postage. 

No one was ever punished, and no trial ever held. 

Over the years, many of her family members have been threatened and harassed by 
the Klan and less formal groups. 

By and large, however, white people have treated Ida well over the years, especially 
the women whose babies she has delivered. 

It still galls Ida that even when delivering babies in the middle of the night, she was 
often asked to enter the house through the back door. 

Five years ago, after her husband Boy-Boy died, the Davises, the white family still 
in possession of the plantation, told her doctor to send all his bills to them. 



"Summer Crisis Arrives in Race Relations," The Christian Century, July 13, 1949: 



Nearly every summer, race disorders threaten to 
engulf some American cities. This year is unfor- 
tunately no exception. Brawls and tension are 
again making headlines in many places. Most 
notable among the trouble spots is Washington. 
The nation's capital ought to set for the country 
an example of racial justice and concord. It 
should stand before the world as a demonstra- 
tion of democratic fair play and equality. It does 
neither. Instead it handles race relations in a 
way that shames other Americans, brings the 
nation into international disrepute and makes 
inevitable the dangerous hostility now manifest. 
Why? Behind the current swimming pool 
brawls is a contest for control of recreational 
facilities. The Department of the Interior is 
opposed to segregation, and it seeks to make 
public pools on all the same terms. The District 
of Columbia Recreation Board is attempting to 



capture all recreation facilities and to enforce a 
segregation policy. The latter is dominated by 
the real estate interests in the capital. Its chair- 
man is a leader in the movement for restrictive 
covenants. All this and much more was set forth 
last November by the National Committee on 
Segregation in the nation's capital in its booklet 
Segregation in Washington. It revealed that a 
battle between human and property rights runs 
all through the life of the capital city, which is 
controlled by a "benevolent dictatorship" 
organized by the 8,000 members of the Board 
of Trade. This regime, which is opposed to dem- 
ocratic home rule, tries to keep children segre- 
gated in the schools, parks and playgrounds, 
and adults separated in housing and business. 
Surprisingly, this disgraceful state of affairs is of 
recent origin, going back only to the adminis- 
tration of Woodrow Wilson. 
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Her biological Davis family protested that they could take care of their own, but the 
white Davises finally prevailed, saying that in many ways Ida was their family, too. 
She still keeps a garden beside her house, although the grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren do most of the work now. 

Depending on the season, she grows corn, okra, tomatoes, cucumbers, collards, 
mustard and turnip greens, lima beans, field peas and peanuts. 
When peanuts are in season, Ida will have a kettle of them boiling in the yard when- 
ever large numbers of young guests are expected. 
Ida is known countywide for her boiled peanuts. 

Until electricity came to the area, vegetables had to be used up quickly, but now 
they can be stored almost indefinitely in the refrigerators and freezers of several rel- 
atives in the area. 

That takes much of the worry out of winter, when food of all kinds, especially veg- 
etables, used to be scarce. 
Fall is Ida's favorite time of year. 

During September, October and often November, she can sit in a chair Boy-Boy 
made for her, located just outside the door of her home, and smoke her hand-carved 
pipe. 

It makes her feel close to Boy-Boy and the life they had together. 
This is where she likes to sit and look at pictures. 

One of her favorites is of her and Boy-Boy pretending to drive Mr. Davis's car many 
years ago. 




Ida loves this picture of her and Boy-Boy in their younger days. 
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• Her porch chair is also a great place to watch for the elderly Ford truck belonging 
to her grandgirl Lucsata's husband Tom. 

• These days, they regularly bring a meal that includes steaming greens and corn- 
bread, as well as a mess of children that demand Ida's loving attention. 

Life in the Community: Summerton, South Carolina 

• Currently, the Summerton community is in an uproar since the school district refused 
to buy a school bus to transport black kids to their school a number of miles away. 

• Every school morning, the whites' school bus rolls past black children walking sev- 
eral miles to the colored, segregated school. 

• Nationally, a movement has started to integrate the schools, Ida's children tell her. 

• The NAACP is determined to fight the issue in the courts. 

• Ida is not sure how she feels about this. 

• She knows she wants her family to receive the best education. 

• She also believes that the Lord made the races different for a reason. 

• Since the school integration talk started, one local gas station and store has posted 
signs reading, "No Nigger or Negro allowed inside building." 

• Another sign, which has been professionally painted, reads, "Negros not wanted in 
the North or South. Send them back to Africa where God Almighty put them to 
begin with. That is their home." 

• With the backing of the NAACP, 20 parents of the black schoolchildren filed a law- 
suit on May 16, 1950, a case known as Briggs v. Elliott, challenging the unequal 
treatment of their children. 

• Many of the people employed in the white community were immediately dismissed 
from their jobs. 




222 



1950-1959 



"New Rebel Yell in DMe," by Hodding Carter, Colliers, July 9, 1949: 



A strong flame, brighter and infinitely more 
cleansing than the fiery cross of the Klan, is burn- 
ing throughout the South today. Increasingly, 
there are hands to feed it and voices to proclaim 
its meaning. The hands are not clenched in hate 
as are the demagogue's, nor are the voices as 
shrill and blatant, but the flame of purposeful 
liberalism is lighting up dark and tragic corners 
of a harried region. 

Liberalism, progressiveness, vision. These 
are abused words, loosely used, often narrowly 
defined. The Southern liberal fits into no mold. 
He is rarely a theorist. He is not bound to an 
ideology, nor does he recite a manifesto as if it 
were a prayer. He is as often condemned by the 
left as by the right. He has a deeply rooted, 
provincial love for his homeland. His objectives 
are usually what are termed limited ones, and 
he may differ even from his fellows in his pro- 
posals for attaining them. But he shares a com- 
mon determination to make democracy work 
and thrive through individual and concerted 
effort on the battle line itself and not from a dis- 
tant ivory tower. 

You don't hear too much about him. He is 
an educator, an editor, a churchman, a repre- 
sentative of organized labor, a writer, a political 
leader, a business or professional man, a farmer. 
Usually he would be embarrassed if you praised 
him for his courage, or labeled him a liberal. 
Even when he organizes, his organization is 
loosely knit, and he may be unaware that his 
neighbor shares his own convictions. 

As Harry Ashmore, the brilliant young edi- 
tor of the Arkansas Gazette, puts it: "I figure 
there are thousands in the region, men of good- 
will who are getting the job done where it 
counts, and the hell if it is that us so-called 
experts on the South don't even know who they 
are." But there are multiple thousands who 
know who Harry Ashmore is, and of the con- 
scientious, day-in-day-out job he and many oth- 
ers do on the editorial page and from the plat- 
form to put the South 's problems, achievements 
and unreachable goals in perspective. 



And certainly this much is true. No other 
region in the nation is producing today so many 
and such effective spokesmen for social and eco- 
nomic progress and for a new evaluation of 
human relationships as is the South. And nowhere 
else do such men of goodwill work against as 
difficult and complex a background. . . . 

The Southern liberal is aware of his past. He 
works within its receding restrictions, if for no 
other reason than there is yet no other way for him 
to work effectively. A suspect among the defiant 
reactionaries at home, who brand him a 
Communist, a "Nigger lover" and a Yankee tool, 
he is no less a target for the militant, all-or-nothing 
crusaders who wage their war at a distance. 

If I may be personal about so personal a mat- 
ter as mail, I can be sure that if I advocate or 
praise the local attainment of such objectives as 
equal hospital facilities, equal pay and facilities 
in the separate school systems or the inclusion of 
a Negro juror on a trial jury, I will get equally 
condemnatory letters from opposed correspon- 
dents whose only common ground is a dislike 
for what I have said. The proponent of ending 
segregation — a favorite phrase is "at the point of 
the bayonet" — will denounce me for endorsing 
the status quo. The yearner for the good old 
days will whiplash me for endangering it. 

This continuous experience is shared by the 
scores of fellow Southern Rebels with whom 
I have swapped stories. Yet the concrete objec- 
tives we espouse are those which are most 
despised — according to so eminent a student as 
Gunnar Myrdal — by the Southern Negro, and 
the least objected to by the resisting white and 
therefore the most readily attainable. 

Putting first things first, we work for equality 
in the courts, school facilities, job opportunities 
and the right to vote. Northern critics of both 
races attack us for leaving the issue of mass seg- 
regation alone, for being unconcerned about 
that nebulous thing called social equality, for 
questioning the overall wisdom of the present 
civil rights program, or for discouraging the 
idea that assimilation is the only way out. 
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"Methodist Women Seek End to Segregation," The Christian Century, October 8, 1947: 



Women of the Methodist Church may force 
their denomination to deal with a racial issue 
which that large communion would like to soft- 
pedal. At the annual meeting of the Methodist 
Board of Missions, held this month in Buck Hill 
Falls, Pennsylvania, the Women's Division of 
Christian Service adopted a resolution demand- 
ing that the Methodist General Conference, 
which is to meet in Boston next May, "take such 
steps as may be necessary to abolish the pattern 
of racial segregation in the Methodist Church." 
Behind this resolution lies the fact that the 
Methodist Church, as now organized, is on a 
racially segregated basis. The union brought 
about a few years ago was consummated by 
adoption of a division into six American juris- 
dictions. Five of the jurisdictions are geographi- 
cal, but the sixth is entirely racial. It places the 
Negro churches in the denomination in a unit 



by themselves. Such sporadic and half-hearted 
attempts as have hitherto been made to do away 
with this segregated pattern have been resisted 
mainly on two grounds: first, to change the 
jurisdictional setup would be to go back on an 
understanding by which the former Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, was persuaded to 
vote for the union; and second, that the Negroes 
in the Methodist Church are satisfied with their 
separate jurisdiction and want to keep things 
that way. However, Southern women were 
conspicuous at Buck Hill Falls in passing the 
anti-segregation resolution. It is not likely that 
the women's demands will produce action at 
the Boston General Conference. But when the 
women's societies of Protestant denominations 
once start agitating for definite changes in their 
communions, it is generally not long before 
something happens. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1951 



World War II inflation continued to drive up prices 
The Korean conflict was underway 

After 16 years, Time discontinued the "March of Time" newsreels shown in movie 
theaters 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company reported obesity as a cause of early death 
Television advertising companies discovered that dressing actors as doctors to ped- 
dle health products dramatically improved sales volumes 

The top television shows included Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts, I Love Lucy, The 
Red Skelton Show, The Roy Rogers Show and Superman 

Sugarless chewing gum, Dacron suits, the telephone company answering service, 
and power steering in cars all made their first appearance 

Monogram Pictures cancelled a movie about Henry Wadsworth Longfellow because 
of their concern that Hiawatha, an Indian peacemaker, might be viewed as a com- 
munist sympathizer 

An American in Paris received the Academy Award for Best Picture, beating out The 
African Queen, Detective Story and A Streetcar Named Desire 
An estimated three million people turned out for a New York City parade honoring 
General Douglas MacArthur 

African American baseball star Willie Mays was the National League Rookie of the 
Year 

Avis Rent-a-Car charged $6 a day and eight cents a mile 
Scientists led by Edward Teller set off the first thermonuclear reaction 
The Grass Harp by Truman Capote, Requiem for a Nun by William Faulkner, The 
Ballad of the Sad Cafe by Carson McCullers, The Strange Children by Caroline 
Gordon and Betty Crocker's Picture Cook Book were all published 
The U.S. Census Bureau purchased Remington Rand's UNIVAC, the first commer- 
cially produced, large-scale computer 

Hit songs for the year included "Cold, Cold Heart," "Mockin' Bird Hill," "Tell Me 
Why," "In the Cool, Cool of the Evening" and "Unforgettable" 
Glenn T Seaborg won the Nobel Prize in chemistry for the discovery of plutonium 
The five-cent phone call rose to 1 cents in New York and other large cities 
Hiroshima A-bomb survivor Shigeki Tanaha, 19, won the Patriots Day Marathon 
in Boston 
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Selected Prices 

Dress, Linen, Sleeveless $30.00 

Girdle $6.95 

Refrigerator, Frigidaire $199.75 

Record Album $4.85 

Cake Mix, Betty Crocker $0.35 

Blanket, Fieldcrest $9.95 

Blender, Waring $44.50 

Vaporizer $5.95 

Lip Balm, Chapstick $0.25 

Automobile, 1951 Buick Riviera $1,995.00 

Wallet, Leather $3.50 

Set of Old Spice After-Shave and Cream $1.65 



Hot Biscuits 
h Honey 
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"Daddy Doesn't Live Here Anymore," McCalVs Magazine, April 1950: 



"There are in this country today hundreds of 
thousands of young women who are war widows 
in the most explicit sense, even though their hus- 
bands did not meet death in combat. They are 
widows by decree. Their marriages did not sur- 
vive the grotesque distortions of wartime living 
and so ended in divorce. 

A husband who has died honorably in the serv- 
ice of his country is not a morbid presence in the 
thoughts of the woman who loved him. His widow 
turns herself once more to the realities of living. But 
the husband who was observed a little furtively last 
night with a pretty girl on his arm, the husband 
who comes to see his children and expects all the 
privileges of their companionship with none of the 
duties — that man is a more haunting ghost than a 
man recently dead can ever be. 

It is a proud and simple duty to tell the chil- 
dren their father died in the service of his coun- 
try. It is a difficult moment when the children first 
ask, 'Mother, what does divorce mean?' 

The war widow whose husband died in uni- 
form is cushioned economically, at least to some 
extent, by the pensions and allowances the gov- 
ernment provides and by such life insurance as 
her husband might have carried. The widow by 
decree receives none of these benefits. Her only 
outside source of funds is the alimony granted by 
the courts. For the rest she is on her own. 

Of course, this is not a war problem. We still 
live in the aftermath of those years of incredible 
excitements and bewilderments. The notion of 
divorce, of getting out of a situation that seems 
hopeless, comes to the heads of half the wives of 
the land at some time or other . . . 

Pauline Long was born on her father's small 
farm near Huntington, Ohio, and was graduated 
from the country high school when she was 18. 
As in most of the rural districts of the land, teach- 
ers were scarce, the formal education required of 
them was not too elaborate, and so Pauline got a 
job for the very next school year teaching in the 
primary grades. 



Pauline lived at home and was quite happy 
with her work for five years. Then, when she was 
23, she married Clarence Schroeder, who was 26. 
He was a machinist, an extremely capable and 
conscientious workman, who earned good 
wages. He insisted that Pauline stop working at 
once. He said that he was able to earn quite 
enough money for the two of them and that he 
wanted her to make a nice home and enjoy life. 

Even before they were married they decided 
not to think about children for a while. Both of 
them were young. It seemed best to have a few 
carefree years before they took on the responsi- 
bilities of a family. 

As a matter of fact, six years went by before 
Judith was born, in 1942. By this time, of course, 
we were at war. Clarence Schroeder was working 
at one of the great munition plants in the 
Cleveland area and had found a home for himself 
and Pauline and the new baby at Elyria, a pleas- 
ant town of about 25,000 some 30 miles from 
the metropolis. He was engaged in high-precision 
work, and though he made no effort to avoid the 
draft he was classified as essential on the home 
front. 

Pauline says, 'He worked terribly hard for long 
hours every day. Looking back on it, I think he may 
have worked too hard. But he has always been like 
that. Ever since I have known him he has worked 
12 and 14 hours a day, and even now when he has 
his own business he does the same thing. The one 
thing he hates in anybody is laziness . . . ' 

Toward the end of the war, in fact, they had 
almost enough money to do something Clarence 
Schroeder always had wanted to do — get out of 
the shop and start a small business of his own. 
The little town of Wakeman, Ohio, was the 
crossroads for a whole region of Ohio farm 
country, and a hardware store there came up for 
sale. Pauline's mother agreed to lend them 
enough money, at trifling interest, to stretch out 
their savings, and they not only bought the busi- 
ness but also a small house to live in. 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

'That was a happy time for all of us,' Pauline 
says. 'I wanted to work at the store, but he 
wouldn't let me. He just could not stand the idea 
of a woman working outside of her home. So I 
joined the church clubs and made as many 
friends as I could.' 

In 1945 Pauline found herself pregnant again. 
Very shortly after V-E Day her son Dennis was 
born. The baby was exactly three months old 
when Clarence Schroeder made his announce- 
ment to Pauline. He was fed up with bills and 
responsibilities. Being the head of a family was 
too much for him. He was through. 

There were, of course, other things involved 
in his decision to call it quits. They have to do 
with complex human emotions, with the imme- 
morial urge of the male to cast off his encum- 
brances and look for new adventures, and so they 
lie with the causes of the divorce, which is not 
our subject here. 

In retrospect, Pauline is of the opinion nowa- 
days that she could have conquered her hot 
resentments and saved the situation. But the fact 
is she did not. She was shocked and angered by 
Schroeder's announcement. And so she went to 
see a lawyer. She wanted a legal separation rather 
than a divorce, and she is still a little bitter 
because the lawyer talked her out of that idea. He 
told her that such separations never worked, that 
a clean break was the only thing. 

The upshot of it was a divorce granted to 
Pauline on the grounds of mental cruelty. The 
court gave her full and unconditional custody of 
the two children. It also gave her half the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the business and house in 
Wakeman. And in addition the court ordered 
Schroeder to pay her $60.00 a month toward the 
upkeep of his children. 

So it was that after nine years of marriage, 
which seemed as happy and satisfying as most 
marriages, Pauline found herself on her own once 
more. She was 32 years old. She had $5,000 in the 



bank and the court order demanding that her for- 
mer husband pay her $60.00 a month. She real- 
ized at once that her new responsibilities lay 
beyond the mere feeding and sheltering of her two 
infants. She had to give them a chance in life . . . 

She found a job almost at once in the small 
town of Columbia, about 10 miles from Elyria, 
but she couldn't find a place to live there. 
Pauline's father had died some years before, and 
her mother had married an elderly farmer. Now 
her mother bought a pleasant little house on a 
quiet street in Elyria and rented it to Pauline. 
Normally the property would bring about 
$60.00 a month. She gave it to Pauline for 
$35.00. In the division of the property at 
Wakeman, Pauline had been awarded the family 
car, and so her transportation was taken care of. 

'I figured it all out as carefully as I could,' 
Pauline said. 'My teaching job that first year 
would pay me about $2,100 and my alimony 
would come to $720.00 — a total of a little more 
than $2,800. 1 thought that the only way to get a 
woman to take care of the house and the children 
while I was away would be to find someone who 
needed a home.' 

She advertised in the newspapers. It was 
almost inevitable that the woman who finally 
came to work for her was herself divorced . . . 
The woman brought a teenaged daughter to live 
in the house on Marseilles Avenue. Her own 
divorce had been an affair of extreme unpleas- 
antness. Her hatred for men — all men — had 
become ingrained, deep, and relentless. Presently 
Pauline began to realize that it was her chief sub- 
ject of conversation . . . 

Pauline has another housekeeper now. 
Perhaps it should be said again that she could not 
work to earn her living if she did not have a 
housekeeper. She pays the woman $72.00 a 
month, plus board and room. In the last four 
years she has taught her third-grade class of 
about 30 pupils in Columbia. Pauline's salary has 



(continued) 
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DADDY DOESN'T LIVE 



A divorced mother says: 



"D-' 



on t quit your marriage 
if you can possibly help 
it. If you do, brace 
yourself for tough times" 



BY MORRIS MARKEY 

THERE arc in this country today hundreds of 
thousands of young women who arc war 
iv i dows in the i nasi explicit smse. even though 
their husbands did not meet death in combat. 
They arc widows by decree. Their marriages 
did not survive llie grotesque distortions of 
wartime living and 50 ended in divorce. 

A husband who has died honorably in the 
service of his country is not a morbid presence 
in the thoughts of the woman who loved him. 
His widow turns herself once more to the reali- 
ties of living. But the husband who was observed 
a little furtively last night with a pretty girl on 
his arm T the husband who comes to sec his 
children and expects all the privileges of their 
companionship with none of the duties — that 
man is a more haunting ghost than a man de- 
cently dead can ever be. 

It is a proud and simple duty to tell the chil- 
dren their father died in the service of his coun- 
try. It is a difficult moment when the children 
first ask; ''Mother, what does divorce mean?" 

The war widow whose husband died in uni- 
form is cushioned economically, at least to some 
extent, by the pensions and allowances the gov- 
ernment provides and by such life insurance a$ 
her husband might have carried. The widow by 
decree receives none of these benefits. Her onlv 
outside source of funds is the alimony granted by 
the courts. For the rest she 15 on her own. 

Of course, this is not simply a war problem. 
We still live in the aftermath of those years of 
incredible excitements and bewilderments. The 
notion of divorce, of getting out of a situation 
that seems hopeless, comes into the heads of half 
the wives of the land at some time or other. 

The dream of starting all over again is as old 
as time — not only with marriage but with life 
itself — of writing off the losses, wiping out the 
mistakes, beginning with a ch;an slate. We know 
that we cannot climb back into the cradle end 
look at the world once again with eyes which are 
innocent and hopeful and expectant. But almost 
anybody can go into a court of law and wipe out 
a marriage* Sometimes that [Turn to page W8\ 




The court gave Pauline Schroeder unconditional custody of the children. Ski says, "I want to 
keep them as normal as I can. Pve seen in other children a faces the works of the hatred and the 
quarrels tltey've listened to. I don't want my children to took like that'' 





Teachers who have a college degree can com- 
mand more money than those who do not. So 
while she taught she worked for her degree 




Getting the screens up in the spring is a job 
for the man of the house^when there is one. 
Now alt the odd jobs are up to Pauline 



During the school term she leaves her home 
each morning at seven-thirty and randy makes 
it home again before five in the afternoon 
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(continued) 

increased twice, and she now earns $2,450 a 
year. When her alimony is added this gives her a 
gross income of $3,170. 

Against this income her fixed, overhead 
expenses for a year amount to $2,388 in a budg- 
et that is capitulated like this: 

Groceries and Milk $740 

Heat $120 

Light and Water $94 

Rent $420 

Servant $864 

Upkeep of Car $150 



This gives her an apparent surplus of 
$782.00 over her major costs of living, which 
would seem to be a fairly comfortable margin, 
particularly in view of the fact that Schroeder's 
parents supply the larger part of the clothing for 
the children. 

But every woman knows that the major 
costs of living are not the whole story by any 
means. There are doctors and dentists. Even in 
a small town the schoolteacher must be careful 
of her dress. And the unexpected extras make a 
ceaseless assault upon the pocketbook." 
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"Marriage Is a Way of Life," 
by Amy A. McGregor, Nautilus Magazine, March 1951: 



" 'I wish I weren't married; then I'd be able to 
afford a car.' 

The young man who made this statement is 
not at all dissatisfied with his wife; he is more 
than ordinarily proud of his little girl. But the 
fetters of married life chafe him. So does the 
constant sacrifice — the doing without some- 
thing he would like to have, and could afford if 
he were single. In truth, he is dissatisfied with 
marriage itself. 

The squabble over sex education has dis- 
torted and overemphasized the physical side of 
marriage. Some preparation for the responsibil- 
ities of marriage is given to our young girls, but 
that also is physical. It is important to learn to 
budget one's earnings, to learn to care for a 
house, to look after the welfare of a small baby, 
to sew, to cook and to do the various things 
which promote physical well-being. But of what 
use is a spic-and-span house, a healthy, happy 
baby, a well-balanced budget, or a well-cooked 
meal, if the husband always refers to things he 
would like to have but cannot because he is 
married? Would anyone in his right mind call 
that a happy marriage? 

If it is important that a girl be taught such 
details appertaining to the physical side of mar- 
riage, how much more important is it that both 
boys and girls should be taught the one most 
obvious lesson they will need for marriage: the 
art of living together? 

The family group, on which our present civ- 
ilization is based, is supposed to teach this les- 
son. But our modern news items, particularly 



those concerned with juvenile delinquency and 
divorce, testify that it does not. From the other 
members of his family, the child is supposed to 
receive his first true impressions of the world, 
and his first contacts with it. From that group, 
he should learn the fine art of living with others, 
and be made aware that the universe does not 
center directly about him. 

Instead, what happens? The child is born, 
and immediately becomes the pivot around 
which the household revolves. The parents can 
deny him nothing, and the whole routine of the 
household is disrupted to fit his pleasure, 
instead of gradually fitting the child into the 
already established routine. 

As he grows older, there is an eager rush to 
keep him from realizing the world of reality. He 
is fed with fairy stories and tales of the world as 
his parents imagine it should be. Each idle wish 
is fulfilled as if by magic, even though the par- 
ents have to go without necessary comforts for 
themselves. 

When he enters adolescence, he is thoroughly 
self-centered. He really knows nothing of the 
world. His ideas of his playmates are based on the 
world of make-believe in which he has lived all 
these years. Physically, he is becoming aware of 
himself as never before, and this tends to make 
him even more self-centered. At the same time, he 
feels the need of companionship from those of his 
own age, and is unable to meet them on an equal 
footing. Is it any wonder that the process of grow- 
ing up is so difficult? Is it any wonder that the 
divorce rate soars to even higher levels each year?" 



231 



1956 Profile 



A native of Queens, New York, Mary Cronin has found an opportunity in Miami, 
Florida, where she can fulfill her dream of being a teacher. 




Mary found the fulfillment teaching in Miami, 
Florida that she never could in Queens, 
New York. 



Life at Home 

Thirty-one-year-old Mary Cronin grew up convinced that she was 
an ugly duckling with no chance of ever becoming a swan. 
Fairy tales, she frequently reminded herself, did not happen in 
Queens, New York. 

The product of a college-educated father and a bright mother — 
who dropped out of school to be married — Mary loves the process 
of learning. 

Being smart is the next best thing to being pretty, she tells herself. 
Science, medieval wars, modern literature, even homemaking — it 
all fascinates her facile mind. 

While still in high school, Mary decided that teaching could be a 
satisfying career. 

Her first serious opportunity to teach came when she was a junior 
in high school in New York City. 

One afternoon her chemistry teacher called her aside to explain that 
his 15-year-old son who had cerebral palsy couldn't attend school. 
He offered her an after-school job of teaching his son to read. 
Mary had no idea how to teach reading, but accepted the chal- 
lenge anyway, especially since the pay of $2.50 per week seemed 
an enormous sum. 

For their first, very awkward meeting, she brought books ranging 
from her sister's fourth-grade reader to her high school texts, along 
with a copy of The Collected Poetry of W. H. Auden. 
Her new pupil rejected the textbooks and asked for a poem. 
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Quickly, it became clear that he fully understood many words, but because of his 
limited experience, he was unable to visualize the meanings of certain words like 
"dive" for a tavern, or to imagine New York's Fifty-second Street. 
Mary then had an opportunity to open this young man's eyes to the wonder of new 
places, people and experiences. 

More than simply the appearance of New York's Fifty-second Street, she also 
described the smells and tastes of the place. 

She felt for the first time in her life that she had done something truly powerful and 
positive for another person. 

Wanting to teach, she concluded, was like wanting to have children or write a novel 
or think through a math problem that others couldn't solve. 

Her dream of being an elementary school teacher maintained its strength through- 
out college, despite the tumult of war and the persistent admonition that people 
didn't attend Radcliffe to become schoolteachers. 

While in college, Mary watched with fascination and confusion the debate raging 
about women and college. 

The year she graduated, 1943, was the first year that Radcliffe students could 
attend classes at Harvard. 

At the same time, Harvard Medical School was engaged in an internal struggle over 
the role of women in medicine. 

One side argued that the ravages of the Second World War demanded that America 
produce a steady flow of physicians, thus necessitating the admission of women. 
Traditionalists said that despite the war, the economy or the interests of women, 
society should protect the role of women as child bearers and keepers of the home. 
Following the debate closely, Mary felt torn by the arguments, especially since she 
was engaged to a man who proudly stated that his wife would "never work if I can 
help it, by God." 

She struggled with what was to be her role in a country at war, and the fact that 
she was about to become a Mrs. 

It was a question quickly answered when she became pregnant on her honeymoon, 
then saw her new husband shipped off to fight the Japanese in the Pacific theater. 
Her role as mother was all-consuming. 

Two years later, when her husband returned, the love of her life didn't recognize his 
two-year-old son or his new, independent wife, but was interested in moving for- 
ward with a career interrupted by war. 

A wife and child, remnants of his life before the war, seemed to be a greater bur- 
den than he could handle, and the couple divorced in 1948. 



"The worst way to 
torture the average 
woman is to lock her 
in a room with a 
hundred hats and no 
mirror. " 

— John P. Medbury 



"While I am willing to agree that there are some very able women in medicine, the pro-feminists are 
apt to overlook the fundamental biological law that the primary function of woman is to bear and 
raise children, and the first social duty of woman is to develop and perpetuate the home." 

— John T Williams, Assistant Professor of Gynecology, Harvard Medical School, during Harvard 

Medical School's debate concerning the admission of women in 1943 
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A Foreign Language for First 
Graders, Life, May 28, 1956: 

Though they are only first graders, 
the students are doing their French 
lesson — with the help of TV. In their 
classroom at Paige Elementary School 
in Schenectady, N.Y., they follow Anne 
Slack on Station WRGB as she acts out 
the phrases she sings. On the screen she 
sings a French song, "Picota," about a 
hen pecking bread who lifts its tail 
("leve la queue") and then goes away 
("et puis s'en va"). 

Mrs. Slack's Monday program, Fun 
with French, is aimed at first- to sixth- 
graders, teaching by songs and con- 
versation about everyday subjects. 
This new hearing-speaking method — 
"aural-oral" teachers call it — is coming 
into wide use in public schools. Though 
few use TV, over 270,000 elementary 
pupils are learning languages from 
Italian to Japanese. 





A Foreign Language 
for First-Graders 
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Life at Work 

• The first time Mary attempted to find a teaching job was a disaster. 

• Despite a degree from one of the finest schools in America, she had failed to obtain 
any education courses, and therefore was not qualified for a teaching job in the 
New York system. 

• To teach, she needed a teaching certificate, which required that she go back to 
school. 

• Then she discovered that private schools were not as strict about teaching certificates. 

• That sounded fine to a recent divorcee in a world wary of unattached women, so 
she took a job at a private school. 

• However, the challenges of raising a son alone and teaching school were immense, 
even when she was able to arrange for her son to attend the same school with her. 

• Fellow teachers scolded her for not finding a way to keep the marriage together; 
others were scandalized by her decision to take back her maiden name when the 
divorce was final. 

• After five years of struggle and tears, she awoke one day ready for a change. 

• Teaching wasn't the problem — it was New York. 
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Within days she made the decision to move to Miami, Florida, where the climate 
would be good for her son's asthma; surely there, a job would be available. 
At the same time, the Cold War was creating opportunity. 

To stop the spread of communism, America was willing to spend billions on 
defense, including the reopening of Homestead Air Force Base just south of Miami. 
Thousands of airmen and their families assigned to the base needed everything: hous- 
ing, runways, restaurants, laundromats, new schools and, most of all, new teachers. 
Mary found her place immediately, teaching fifth grade at Tangerine Elementary 
School, a collection of 14 detached, surplus Quonset huts donated by the military. 



Growing Minds, On Becoming a Teacher, by Herbert Kohl, 1990: 



James T turned out to be a very skilled artist. 
He told me that when he saw colors he could 
taste them in his mouth, and I once caught him 
dipping fingers in our tempera paints and lick- 
ing them. I surprised him one day by giving him 
a box of pastels. I made up some story that the 
school was providing special art material to 
students of talent to help decorate the halls. 
James T made several pastel drawings. A partic- 
ular favorite of mine (which I still have) is a 
drawing of Moby Dick on black construction 
paper. The black underlies the pastel white 
whale, deep blue water, and pale blue sky, giv- 
ing the whole an appropriately ominous feeling. 

I mounted a number of James T.'s pastels on 
poster board and hung them in the hall. This 
got me in trouble several weeks later when the 
district art supervisor came into my class and in 
front of the students told me to take down 
James T.'s posters. I remembered what had hap- 
pened to me (before) and decided to stall. I mut- 
tered something that could have been taken for 
assent, but explained that we were about to 
take an important phonics test. By this time I'd 
learned that phonics always takes preference 
over any other matter. 

The supervisor didn't give up easily on the 
pastels and was waiting in my classroom when I 
returned from dismissing the class. The assistant 
principal accompanied her. Lois was a very sym- 
pathetic woman who protected her teachers. I 



could see James T. and Felipe hiding behind the 
swinging doors down the hall. The supervisor 
advised me that pastels were a sixth grade medi- 
um, and since I was teaching fifth grade, my stu- 
dents couldn't use pastels. She showed me a pas- 
sage in the school district's art curriculum man- 
ual that confirmed her contention and insisted 
again that the offending art be removed. She also 
wanted to confiscate the pastels in my room. 
I politely objected, pointing out that the 5-1 
class, of so-called gifted students (my class was 
5-7, the bottom of our grade), used pastels. My 
motivation was to show my students and partic- 
ularly James T that he could do work that was 
as good or better than that of some of the stu- 
dents in 5-1. She said the only reason 5-1 was 
allowed to use pastels was that they all read and 
did math on a sixth grade level. By now I was 
getting angry and was about to argue that art 
and reading skills had no direct relationship, 
that the development of any skill could lead to 
confidence in other areas, that there was no set 
sequence of the use of art materials, that. . . . 
Lois put her hand on my shoulder and shrugged. 
Her eyes told me what I quickly realized. We 
were in an educational madhouse and my stu- 
dents and I would be losers if I protested further. 
James T.'s work came down. The supervisor 
even demanded that I turn over the pastels, but 
since they were not the brand bought by the 
school, I was able to keep them. 
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The huts were located in neat rows in a flat, treeless field; pour a few sidewalks and 
a school was born. 

Most of the long, rounded, metal Quonset hut classrooms had windows down both 
sides to bring in light, all had fans to push the Florida air around, and a few had 
air conditioning. 

• Because of the Cold War, the new military 
base and the resulting influx of workers, 
everything was happening so quickly there 
literally was no rule book for the school. 

• In this atmosphere, Mary began to blossom. 

• Her first quest was to get to know her stu- 
dents, many of whom are children of con- 
struction workers imported to Southeast 
Florida to build this overnight air base, or 
military kids who are so used to moving 
they rarely remember each other's last 
name. 

• In New York and across the nation, teach- 
ers are taught that chatting with students 
or meeting with them during breaks 
instead of taking coffee in the teacher's 
lounge would contribute to the break- 
down of discipline in the classroom. 

• On at least two occasions in New York, 
Mary was called to the principal's office 
for talking to her students outside of class. 

• In Florida, she is ignoring that tradition of 
teaching. 




A 24-year-old housewife from Trenton, New Jersey, describes her day, Workingmari's 
Wife by Lee Rainwater, Richard Coleman and Gerald Handel, 1959: 



"Well, naturally, I get up first, make breakfast 
for my husband and put a load of clothes in my 
washer while breakfast cooks. Then I wake him 
up, give him his breakfast and he's off to work. 
Then I make breakfast for the children. After the 
children eat I dress them and they go out to play. 
Then I hang the clothes up and clean lightly 
through the house. In between times I do the 
dishes — that's understood, of course. Then I 
make lunch for the children and myself and 
bring them in, clean them up, and they eat. I 
send them out to play when they're done and I 



do the dishes, bring the clothes in and iron them. 
When I'm ironing it's usually time to make sup- 
per, or at least start preparing for it. Sometimes 
I have time to watch a TV story for half an hour 
or so. Then my husband comes home and we 
have our meals. Then I do the dishes again. Then 
he goes out to work again; he has a part-time job 
at his uncle's beverage company. Well, he does 
that two or three nights a week. If he stays home 
he watches TV and in the meantime I get the 
kids ready for bed. He and I have a light snack, 
watch TV awhile and then go to bed." 



236 



1950-1959 



One of her first challenges was to assist a young girl 
who needed help in reading. 

A product of the deep South, the child had been in 
seven different schools because her migrant family 
moved so often. 

Because of Mary's heavy New York accent, using 
phonics to teach reading was difficult; she and the 
young Southerner simply did not pronounce their 
vowels the same way. 

Yet, the meaning of sentences and the content of sto- 
ries made communication possible. 
So everyday she talks about books and discusses the 
stories that have been read; then she listens. 
The more Mary and the students talk about books, 
the more they read. 

One night she realized that the children could teach 
themselves if given the right opportunity to learn; 
every child should be both student and teacher if the 
process is to work. 

Mary has also found that the more she immerses 
herself in the life of her students, the more ready 
they are to learn — and the more she loves being a 
teacher. 

From her Cuban students she is learning to properly 
cook rice and beans; from the military kids, she 
has gotten a picture of life in Germany, England 
and the Philippines; and from the Floridian chil- 
dren she learned how to throw a cast net and 
spot motionless black crown night herons in the 
Everglades. 

She has met Florida's environment at its best and 
worst. 

Recently, thousands of migrating fiddler crabs invad- 
ed the base and the land around the school, covering 
every inch of space and causing dozens of automobile 
accidents when car tires slid on thousands of slick, 
crushed crab bodies. 

She has also experienced the informality of south 
Florida, where wearing shorts after school is accept- 
ed and no one seems to care about one's past. 
It is the perfect place for a divorced woman who 
loves her son, her students and the uniqueness of 
Florida in the midst of change. 
The standard dress for her students is still dresses 
every day for girls, blue jeans and collared shirts 
for boys. 

Because the school is so new, it has no cafeteria, 
so the children ride their bikes home at lunch 
and often return with locally grown oranges for an 
afternoon snack. 



Lady sings the blues 

Lady sings the blues 

She's got 'em bad 

She feels so sad 

Wants the world to know 

Just what the blues is all about 

Lady sings the blues 

She tells her side 

nothing to hide 

Now the world will know 

Just what the blues is all about 

The blues ain't nothing but a pain in your heart 

when you get a bad start 

When you and your man have to part 

I ain't gonna just sit around and cry 

And now I won't die 

Because I love him 

Lady sings the blues 

she's got 'em bad 

She feels so sad 

The world will know 

She's never gonna sing them no more 

No more 

— "Lady Sings the Blues" 
Billie Holiday, 1956 
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Often in the afternoons, Mary takes the children outside to play music, which gives 

everyone a break from the Florida heat that builds in the classrooms. 

After work she goes home, changes clothes and goes touring in her blue 1947 

Plymouth through the Everglades, where alligators and herons await. 

Twice she has even gotten to the nearly deserted place called Key West. 



Short Shorts Become Permanent in U.S. Scene, Life, September 10, 1956: 



On a Detroit street corner a willowy young 
woman, hurrying along in high-heel shoes, 
paused to tug her tourniquet-tight and abbrevi- 
ated britches ever so slightly down her trim, 
summer-tanned legs. It might seem an incongru- 
ous spectacle but her wriggling adjustment drew 
not so much as a glance from the young man 
who was peddling past on a bicycle. 

It was no wonder, because the 
wearing of shorts in public, not only by 
teenagers but also by many thousands 
of older females, had become a 
permanent accepted — and generally 
welcome — part of the American scene 
as the summer season drew to a close. 

The phenomenon seemed to be part 
of the growing informality of suburban 
living in an age that has placed ever 
greater emphasis on leisure and play. 
As more and more skin came into view, 
manufacturers were finding a still- 
growing market for shorts of all types, 
from the relatively Bermuda garment 
to the briefest of shorts. In short, it had 
been as scenic a summer as a man 
could want. While this caused dismay 
in some places and peevish counter- 
measures by police in just a few others, 
nowhere did the phenomenon produce 
much astonishment. . . . 

Nearly all U.S. cities have ordinances 
governing the clothes that girls and 
women may wear in such public places 
as downtown streets and stores. . . . The 
ordinance for Southampton, Long 
Island, reads, "No person shall walk or 



ride in any vehicle upon or along the public streets 
of the Village in any bathing suit, shorts, trunks or 
other apparel which does not cover properly the 
body and limbs from midway between the knees 
and hips to and including the shoulders. Any per- 
son who violates this ordinance shall be liable to 
a penalty of not more than TEN ($10) DOLLARS 
for each offense. ..." 
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Life in the Community: Homestead Air Force Base, Florida 

• Mary lives with the Cold War every day because of the school's location near 
Homestead Air Force Base, which is located in southern Dade County, Florida, 
approximately 25 miles southwest of Miami. 

• The base is seven miles northeast of the town of Homestead and five miles east of 
the Everglades. 

• Because of the military, Mary sees the composition of her class change often as chil- 
dren transfer to other bases with their families. 

• Since arriving in Florida, she has attended the funerals of three men whose planes 
crashed on take-off or failed to come back from a mission. 

• Most parent-teacher conferences only involve mothers; the fathers rarely are seen 
at school except at the annual Christmas pageant. 

• Last year, one fifth-grade boy was in tears before the Christmas play; his father had 
sent word from Morocco that he would not be home for Christmas. 

• It was the fourth straight Christmas he had missed because of an overseas assignment. 

• The international flavor of the base also creates interesting classroom assignments. 

• When Mary assigned a scrapbook on an African country, three children brought in 
pictures their Air Force pilot fathers had taken on recent trips to Egypt, the Gold 
Coast and South Africa. 

• One set of boy-girl twins even showed up at school in authentic Moroccan cos- 
tumes complete with a tall fez for the boy and lacy veils for the girl. 

• The community is sensitive to the needs of the base; Spanish-language classes are 
taught beginning in the first grade on new television sets placed in every classroom. 

• The School Board has proudly said that the worker of tomorrow must be bilingual, 
and that teaching could be delivered in different ways, like a television instructor. 

• Mary has two children in her class for whom English is a second language; their fathers 
both came to Homestead to do construction on the rapidly expanding military base. 

• Homestead Air Force Base covers an area of 2,940 acres 
and houses the Strategic Air Command 19th and 379th 
Bomb Wings. 

• The base traces its beginnings to the early days of WWII. 

• Shortly after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Army Air 
Corps officials began using an existing runway as a mainte- 
nance stopover point for aircraft being ferried to the 
Caribbean and North Africa. 

• In September 1942, officers with the Caribbean Wing of the 
Air Transport Command began constructing a fully opera- 
tional military base. 

• As the need for trained transport pilots grew during 1943, 
officials in Washington decided to beef up the training pro- 
gram at Homestead. 

• As a result, the entire base was transferred to Air Transport 
Command's Ferrying Division, and by the end of the year, the 
2nd Operational Training Unit's sole mission was to prepare 
C-54 air crews to fly the famed "Hump" from Burma to China. 

• By 1945, Homestead AAF represented the largest four-engine 
transport training operation in the entire Air Transfer 
Command: the 2nd Operational Training Unit had graduated 
2,250 C-54 pilots, 14,505 copilots; 224 navigators; 85 radio 
operators; and 1,375 flight engineers. 



IMPORTED BINOCULARS 
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Elizabeth Bishop received a Pulitzer Prize for Poems, North and South 

Josephine Bay was named president and Chair of the brokerage house A.M. Kidder 

and Company to become the first woman to head a New York Stock Exchange 

member company 

Popular songs included "Blue Suede Shoes," "Love Me Tender," "Too Close for 

Comfort" and "Mr. Wonderful" 

Approximately 26 percent of all adult women smoked cigarettes; 56 percent of men 

were smokers 

Acclaimed jazz singer Billie Holiday published "Lady Sings the Blues" 

French actress Brigitte Bardot became an international sex symbol after starring in 

And God Created Woman 

The DNA molecule was photographed for the first time 

Former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt received the first Woman of Valor award 

M. E. Tower was the first woman ordained in the Presbyterian church in Syracuse, 

New York 

Former Milwaukee schoolteacher Golda Myerson became the Israeli prime minister 

and accepted Premier Ben-Gurion's suggestion that she Hebraize her name to Meir 

Maria Callas's debut in Norma at the Metropolitan in New York City grossed 

$75,500 

Movie premieres included The King and I featuring Deborah Kerr and Yul Brynner, 

The Ten Commandments directed by Cecil B. De Mille, and The Invasion of the 

Body Snatchers 

Comet, Raid, Midas Muffler shops, Salem cigarettes, and the adoption of the motto 

"In God We Trust" all made their first appearance 

Boston religious leaders urged the banning of rock 'n' roll 

In men's fashion, crew cut or flattop haircuts were in; for women the play My Fair lady 

ushered in both flowing and clinging fabrics, and large hats with ribbons and feathers 

The first American test rocket for sending a manmade satellite into orbit ascended 

125 miles at 4,000 mph 

Ford Motor Company went public and sold more than 10 million shares to raise 

$650 million 

The Academy Award for best picture was presented to Around the World in Eighty 

Days, starring David Niven 

Broadway openings included My Fair Lady, The Diary of Anne Frank, Damn 

Yankees, Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot and Eugene O'Neill's Long Day's 

journey into Night 

The last Union veteran, a former drummer boy who fought in the Civil War at age 

17, died 

Eleven percent of all cars sold were station wagons 
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But it all came to a rather abrupt end. 
On September 15, 1945 — three years to the day of the 
base's founding — a massive hurricane barreled through, 
sending winds of up to 145 mph howling through the 
cinderblock buildings. 

Enlisted housing facilities, the nurses' dormitory and the 
base exchange were all destroyed; the base laundry and 
fire station were both declared total losses, and the few 
remaining aircraft were tossed about like leaves. 
Following an evaluation of the damage, the decision 
was made that Homestead AAF would shut down, with 
a target date for complete closure of December 1, 1945. 
By the time a separate Air Force was created on September 
18, 1947, the old Homestead Field lay in ruins. 
When the Soviets began the total land blockade of 
Berlin in June 1948, the Air Force responded with an 
unprecedented airlift effort known as Operation Vittles. 
Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, for 16 
months, Air Force "Skymasters," many of them piloted 
by Homestead graduates, were winging into and out of 
Berlin, keeping one of the world's great cities alive. 
In the early 1950s, as the Korean conflict was winding 
down, defense officials once again looked toward 
Homestead with an eye to making the site a key player 
in the continental defense of the U.S. 
In mid-1954, an advance party arrived at the old base to 
begin cleaning it up, and on February 8, 1955, the instal- 
lation was reactivated as Homestead Air Force Base. 
The base quickly became home for the 823 d Air 
Division, an umbrella organization encompassing the 
379th and 19th Bomber Wings. 

Within a year, Homestead housed more than 4,000 per- 
manently assigned members and a fleet of B-47 
"Stratojet" bombers. 



Selected Prices 

Baby Food, Gerber's, Four Jars $0.87 

Ballet Ticket $9.50 

Boy Scout Uniform $8.97 

Coffee Percolator $16.88 

Girl's Raincoat $5.74 

Ironing Board $13.95 

Lawn Sprinkler $9.95 

Man's Florsheim Shoes $19.95 

Nylons, Kotex $1.00 

Radio, Transistor $44.00 

Stereo $129.95 

Television, Zenith, with Remote $550.00 



You Can't Beat LAFAYETTE'S 
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Ronnie Pettigrew is paid to 
make women look and feel 
beautiful. 



Seattle, Washington, native Ronnie Pettigrew, a 26-year- 
old hairdresser who loves being paid to help people 
look and feel beautiful, frets so often about being 
unmarried, she has begun secretly smoking cigarettes 
after work. Her annual income is $2,855. 



Life at Home 

Ronnie Pettigrew has been a hairdresser since she 
graduated from high school. 

While still in school, Ronnie was worried sick 
about what she was going to do for a living. 
The high point of her high school career was her 
time as a majorette, a role she wanted desperately. 
The rest was an endless succession of lectures about 
her potential, obvious IQ and apparent lack of ambition. 

She couldn't continue living at home, that was for sure; she could not even suggest 
it to her father. 

With no steady boyfriend, marriage was an unlikely possibility; she was painfully 
aware that half of all American women were married by age 20. 
As for going to college, that was something others did, or at least talked about. 
Besides, most of the kids who went off to the state university returned after one 
year with tales of wild parties, little money and less chance of returning to 
school. 

Then they looked for jobs at Boeing. 

Lots of Ronnie's friends have a love-hate relationship with the city's largest employ- 
er, including her Boeing mechanic father. 

"Boeing's like the benevolent kings of Europe," he would repeatedly orate after his 
second drink of the evening. "They have the power to make or break you based on 
their whim. The workers are simply well-paid serfs." 
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At first, Ronnie did temporary work at the hospital, where she discovered she hated 

blood, sick people, bossy doctors and trauma. 

She also found that she loved helping the ladies prepare their hair when it was time 

to return home. 

Washing and styling the hair of new mothers was particularly satisfying; for days 

the baby had gotten all the attention and finally, for one deliciously guilty moment, 

it was the mother's turn. 



"She Got Her Boots for a Song," by Carlene Grivois, Reminisce, September/October 2001: 



In the spring of 1952, I was about to graduate 
from sixth grade in Van Buren, Maine, a tiny 
town along the St. John Valley, on the Canadian 
border. More than anything, I wanted to join 
the town's most prestigious girls' group, the Van 
Buren Majorettes. 

My older sister was already a member. She 
got to wear the smart-looking uniform royal blue 
jacket with golf braid and shiny buttons; a short, 




pleated white skirt; and an elegant, tall, white fur 
hat with puffy blue plumes. The finishing touch 
was high white boots with royal blue tassels. 

Because I was willing to practice in the town 
gym every Saturday, I was approved for mem- 
bership. Now all I needed was a baton and the 
white boots. The uniform was provided free. 

I'd saved enough for the baton but needed 
$7.98 for the boots. The group's director said 
that if I started coming to practice, and had my 
boots, I could debut in the Memorial Day 
parade — just four weeks away. 

Each weekend, I earned $1.25 babysitting. 
That was $5. But I still needed $2.98, so 
I scrubbed the porches of two neighbors' homes. 
One gave me a quarter, the other 20 cents. Then 
I searched the ditches for empty soda bottles. 
That got me another 15 cents. 

A couple of afternoons, I entertained a tod- 
dler for 50 cents while his mother worked. And 
I helped a younger brother on his paper route 
for 50 cents more. Then I lucked out babysitting 
on a school night for 50 cents. 

The Friday before Memorial Day, I was still 
almost $1 short. That night, my father brought 
his boss home. Dad liked to entertain his guests, 
and as I was the only one home that night, 
I sang "On Top of Old Smokey." 

The boss applauded, in appreciation or 
relief, and handed me a dollar! 

The next morning I was waiting at the door 
of Mrs. Belzile's shoe store when she opened for 
business, and on Memorial Day, I was one of 
the proud majorettes in the parade. 
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Her mother encouraged Ronnie's decision to attend cosmetology school, and even 

secretly supplied most of the tuition. 

Her father was happy to have his daughter out of the house; after all, doing other 

ladies' hair wasn't really a career, simply a stopover on the road to marriage. 

When Ronnie got her first paycheck, her dad even suggested that part of it be set 

aside for her wedding. 

Ronnie bought clothes instead. 



"Bell System Rings Up a Fancy New Line," Business Week, October 8, 1960: 



This year Mother Bell has really lived up to her 
name; she's given birth to a whole new brood of 
telephonic devices for the home. Since January, 
the Bell Telephone System has announced: 

The Princess, a demure, newly styled telephone 
that comes in several colors. 

The Farm Interphone, a network of telephones, 
microphones, and loudspeakers that link a 
farmhouse, its barns and yards, along with pro- 
viding standard outside calls. 

The Home Interphone, similar in concept to the 
farm hook-up, but permitting room-to-room 
communications and even letting you answer 
the doorbell by telephone. 
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The Bell Chime, which can be set up away from 
the phone, but will still announce calls by 
chimes, soft bells, or loud ones. 

All this is quite a switch from Bell's tradi- 
tional approach toward its home customers: All 
it used to give them was the conventional 
phone, with no frills at all. Toward its office 
customers, Bell has long been more liberal, 
offering them a broad line of communications 
equipment. But even here the newest policy is a 
marked stepping up in the tempo of new prod- 
ucts. Among the office developments are: 

Data-Phone Equipment, which enables com- 
puters to chat with one another over tele- 
phone lines. 

The Call Director, a telephone set that 
is almost a desk-sized switchboard. 

The Bellboy, a little pocket gadget by 
which your office can signal you to call 
in or your wife can bid for your atten- 
tion. 

This spate of new product develop- 
ment has sprung from interplay 
between two company units: (1) a spe- 
cial marketing group for new product 
planning at the parent American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. headquar- 
ters in New York, and (2) the compa- 
ny's famous research branch on the 
other side of the Hudson River, Bell 
Telephone Laboratories in Murray 
Hill, N.J. 
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Life at Work 

• Every morning, Ronnie Pettigrew wakes up knowing she's going to make some- 
one's day. 

• Simply put, she gets paid to make people look and feel beautiful. 

• Working her magic with scissors and gel, Ronnie shapes limp strands of hair into 
well-styled coifs. 

• And when that is not enough, she sharpens her creativity through formal up-dos 
and inspired color treatments, making clients feel like the most important person 
on the planet. 

• "I love to see them leave smiling," she says when people ask how she is faring in 
the competitive world of hairdressing. 

• The work hours are long, normally eight to 10 hours on her feet, six days a week. 

• Saturdays, when all her friends are at 
the lake having a good time, Ronnie 
is helping to beautify the good, the 
potential, and the ugly. 

• She especially enjoys doing wed- 
dings; on more than one occasion the 
bride and bridesmaids agreed to let 
Ronnie work her magic on them. 

• Ronnie works with clients of all ages, 
providing coloring, styling, washing 
and cutting hair. 

• The work is fun and demanding: 
Mrs. Mildred Johnson is always so 
picky, as though Ronnie caused the 
bald patch on the top of her head; 
Mrs. J. P. Holland is indifferent one 
week, then a tiger the next — what a 
witch! 

• Mrs. A. G. Wahl talks endlessly 
about how she is spending her hus- 
band's newfound fortune in the real 
estate business, thanks to the boom- 
ing economy of Seattle. 

• Most of all, the ladies like to talk 
about when Ronnie is going to get 
married. 

• They have tried repeatedly to arrange 
blind dates for her with their sons, 
nephews or friends, all of which have 
been disasters. 

• It's bad enough to hate your date, but 
its simply awful to have to explain 
yourself to his mother while she is sit- 
ting in the beauty parlor chair. 

• The pressure to find a mate and get 
married has upset Ronnie so much, 
she now secretly smokes cigarettes to 
calm herself down. Ronnie especially enjoys doing weddings. 
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Have a real cigarette — 

have a GSM Ell 

Nobody beats Camel to the draw for rich tobacco flavor and easygoing mildness. 
"My kind of cigarette— no fads or fancy stuff," says "Lawman" star John Russell. 
Co-star Peter Brown goes along: "Tastes good, smokes mild." Today more people 
smoke Camels than any other brand. The best tobacco makes the best smoke. 




It. J. Remold! Tobicto Co.. Wins ton- Si 1cm, N. C 



Tune in Camel's exciting new "LAWMAN" on ABC-TV 
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The other hard part of working in a beauty parlor is being on her feet all day. 

Standing for long periods can make Ronnie's back ache, but the ladies never want 

to hear about her woes, Ronnie has found. 

Day after day, she keeps her young mouth shut about her troubles while she learns 

about life from a steady stream of talking heads. 

She has learned to ignore hunger and hurt hands, too. 

When Ronnie looks in the mirror at night, she is concerned that she is becoming 

round-shouldered from the work, and thus, will never get a man. 



"Speed-Up on Atomic Plane, Air Force and Navy Submit Competing Proposals for Nuclear- 
powered Craft," Life, January 20, 1958: 



Last week, spurred by news that the Russians 
were hard at work on a nuclear aircraft pro- 
gram, the U.S. took steps to speed its own build- 
ing of an atomic plane — a plane whose all-but- 
inexhaustible fuel supply would give it almost 
unlimited range. The new sense of urgency 
made it certain that someone would soon get 
the money and authority for high-priority 
action. The Navy favors developing an atomic 
seaplane which, it claims, could be safely flown 
and tested far from populated areas. But the Air 
Force will probably get the job, on which it has 
already spent over $200 million. 

The Air Force began planning a nuclear 
plane 10 years ago. But aside from research on 



the ground and a few test flights in which a B- 
36 carried a reactor aloft to study radiation 
effects, not much was done. The Department of 
Defense and the AEC saw so little military jus- 
tification of pushing the program, in fact, that 
at one point it was in danger of being killed. 

The first nuclear plane decision facing the 
Defense Department is this: whether to put 
nuclear power into an existing plane or whether 
to build a new plane around a nuclear system. 
If an existing plane were used, it could be flown 
in two to four years with consequent help 
in U.S. prestige. If a new plane were built, it 
would take longer but would produce a more 
operational craft. 
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Advertisements often feature the science of homemaking. 



Thursdays are particularly hard, since the shop stays open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
The money is good, particularly the tips from after-hours customers, but it hardly 
enriches her social life. 

For Ronnie, who is slow and methodical by nature, hairdressing can be a physical 
and mental strain. 

With a client coming in every half hour, extra care for one lady means being late to 
tend to another. 

And even when she thinks the clients' comments are stupid, she has to pay atten- 
tion and remember everything in case the customer wants to pick up that old 
conversational string weeks later when she comes for another appointment. 
After eight years, Ronnie can predict the conversational flow of many of the ladies; 
some talk about children, others focus on recent country club parties, while several 
simply love to exchange gossip. 
Nothing and no one is sacred, she has learned. 

Since becoming a hairdresser, Ronnie has begun reading the local newspaper to 
keep up with the people under discussion in her chair. 

Most Thursdays, Ronnie does the hair of Mrs. Karen Martin at 10 a.m., and then 
of Mr. Martin's mistress at 1:30 p.m.; each describes the activities of the past week 
with the same man from a different perspective. 

Much of the talk is about Boeing and its future, and what it will mean for Seattle. 
Everyone has an opinion about Boeing, and not everyone is for the growth 
predicted for it. 

At work, Ronnie feels confident and in control because she knows how to make her 

clients happy. 

• When she leaves the shop, she becomes 
shy, often deferential and sometimes 
awkward. 

• Always good with her hands, she 
finds she is more creative than her 
high school teachers had believed, and 
despite her normal shyness, she com- 
municates well with her customers 
once they have seated themselves. 

• Ronnie sees herself as a professional 
with a real career. 

• When traveling around the city, she is 
always looking at people's hair. 

• Television has been a particular inspi- 
ration; often the New York fashions 
take a while to reach Seattle, and 
Ronnie loves to talk about the latest 
looks, even if she will never go to 
New York or Paris. 

• Currently, the top style-setters are 
Jacqueline Kennedy, Marilyn Monroe, 
Audrey Hepburn and Sophia Loren. 

• Their looks reflect total glamour, 
made possible only because they are 
close friends with their professional 
hairstylists. 
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Life in the Community: Seattle, Washington 

• After some post-World War II readjustments, the United States hit its economic 
stride in the 1950s, rolling up a 50 percent increase in the gross national product. 

• Seattle, Washington, in particular has benefited from both the postwar prosperity 
and the looming spectre of war with Communism, popularly known as the Cold 
War. 

• Nationwide, real wages and employment have risen. 

• Consumers are on a spending spree, eager to buy television sets, power mowers, 
decorator telephones, poodle skirts, flashy cars and the ubiquitous barbecue grill. 

• On New Year's Day, 1956, a Seattle Times front-page story detailed the state's eco- 
nomic good news: The 1955 demand for lumber had been solid; plywood and paper 
manufacture was thriving; hydroelectric and natural gas construction projects 
rushed ahead to meet demand; the 

aluminum industry was expanding 
its capacity; and the Port of Seattle 
raced to accommodate increasing 
cargo tonnage, up nearly 40 percent 
above the previous year. 

• For Seattle, Boeing is the real suc- 
cess story. 

• Boeing's payroll pumps $8.5 million 
into the local economy every two 
weeks. 

• About 35,000 men and women 
work for The Big B, slightly more 
than half of all manufacturing 
employees in the metropolitan area. 

• Some fret about Seattle being a one- 
company city, but generally it is 
proud of its role in growing the 
industry giant from its modest 
beginnings in 1916. 

• As a result, the newspaper is always 
eager to provide coverage of 
Boeing's resurgence as a Cold War 
military contractor for the B-47 
Stratojet and the B-52 Stratofortress 
jet bombers, and as a developer of 
jetliners for the commercial airlines. 

• President Dwight Eisenhower's pro- 
posed defense budget is also getting 
big headlines. 

• Military projects for Boeing total more than $1 billion and include 72 LC-135 jet 
tanker transports, 40 B-52H Stratofortress bombers, a secret number of 
Superbomarc missiles, and nearly $500,000 for the DynaSoar, Boeing's candidate 
for the manned space program. 

• For the past several years, the news media has also featured the race between 
Boeing 707 Stratoliners and competitor Douglas Aircraft Company DC-8s to win 
the commercial jet transport market. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1959 



Eighty-six percent of the population owned a television set; the average person 
watched TV 42 hours each week 

Reports of contaminated cranberries at Thanksgiving frightened millions 
Lorraine Hansberry won the New York Drama Critics Circle Award for A Raisin in 
the Sun, the first play to appear on Broadway that was written by a black woman 
Weather stations, a nuclear merchant ship, the Lark automobile, movies with a scent 
(Behind the Great Wall), and transparent plastic bags for clothing all made their first 
appearance 

Television premieres included Peter Gunn, The Donna Reed Show, The Rifleman, 
The Lawman and Concentration 

The U.S. restored citizenship to Japanese Americans who were disenfranchised dur- 
ing the war 

Kraft Foods signed a $25 million contract with singer Perry Como 
Russian Premier Khrushchev was denied entrance to Disneyland because his safety 
could not be guaranteed 

Lee Krasner painted her Earth Green series, while Mark Rothko created Four Darks 
in Red, Red, Brown and Black and Jasper Johns produced Three Flags 
Radio and television star Gertrude Berg received a Tony Award for her role in the 
Broadway play Dear Me, the Sky Is Falling 
The average car cost $1,180 

Rock and roll stars Buddy Holly, Richie Valens and the Big Bopper were killed in a 
plane crash 

Movie premieres included Gigi, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, South Pacific, Touch of Evil 
and Alfred Hitchcock's Vertigo 

Fads included Go-karts, black leotards and parachute jumping as a sport 
The American Football League was organized by Lamar Hunt with eight teams 
Paleontologist Mary Leakey discovered the fossilized molars of a humanlike crea- 
ture in Tanzania, believed to be 1.75 million years old 
Stereo records were introduced by EMI and Decca Records 

Bestsellers included Kids Say the Darndest Things! by Art Linkletter, Please Don't 
Eat the Daisies by Jean Kerr, The Better Homes and Gardens Salad Book, Dear 
Abby by Abigail Van Buren and Inside Russia Today by John Gunther 
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The Twentieth Century History of Seattle, Washington 


1901-1910 


• Seattle takes over ownership and operation 


• Seattle's first Sephardic Jews arrive in 1902 


of the streetcar system on April 1, 1919 


• Seattle Symphony Orchestra performs for ' 


' A general strike paralyzes Seattle for a week 


the first time in 1903 


in February 1919 


• Olmsted arrives in Seattle to design city ' 


• Western Washington's first radio station 


parks in April 1903 


begins broadcasting in 1920 


• The Alaska Building, Seattle's first steel- ' 


• According to the 1920 Census, the popula- 


framed skyscraper, is completed in 1904 


tion of Seattle tops 315,000, and that of 


• Cedar River Power Plant, the first munici- 


King County nears 390,000 in 1920 


pally owned power plant in the United 




States, starts on January 10, 1905 


1921-1930 


• The Carnegie-funded Public Library opens 


' Community bonds fund construction of the 


in downtown Seattle in 1906 


Olympic Hotel in 1924 


• American Messenger Service, forerunner of 


' Seattle elects Bertha K. Landes as first 


UPS, begins in Seattle's Pioneer Square on 


woman mayor of a major U.S. city in 1926 


August 28, 1907 ' 


• Boeing begins forming United Airlines in 


• Pike Place Market in Seattle opens on 


1927 


August 17, 1907 ' 


' Boeing Field, Seattle's first municipal air- 


• Seattle's first "World's Fair," the Alaska- 


port, opens on July 26, 1928 


Yukon-Pacific Exposition, was held in 1909 


' The stock market crash halts the downtown 


• A transcontinental auto race ends in Seattle 


building boom in 1929 


on June 23, 1909 ' 


' The final phase of the Denny Regrade sec- 


• Women in Washington state win the vote on 


tion of Seattle is completed in 1930 


November 8, 1910 ' 


• The population of Seattle tops 365,000, and 


• An airplane flies in Seattle for the first time 


that of King County tops 460,000 in 1930 


in 1910 




• The population of King County reached 


1931-1940 


284,000 in 1910 


' Aurora Bridge is completed in 1932 




' "Hooverville" shantytown forms south of 


1911-1920 


Pioneer Square in early 1932 


• King County voters create Port of Seattle in 


' The Seattle Art Museum opens in Volunteer 


1911 


Park on June 23, 1933 


• Smith Tower, the tallest building west of the 


' The West Coast waterfront strike spreads to 


Mississippi, opens in 1914 


Seattle Harbor in 1934 


• William E. Boeing builds his first airplane in 


• The Boeing 247, first modern airliner, debuts 


1916 


in 1933 


• Washington voters prohibit the sale and pos- 


• A prototype of the Boeing B-17 makes its 


session of alcohol in 1916 


maiden flight in 1935 


• Lake Washington Ship Canal is completed 


• A strike shuts down the Seattle Post- 


on May 8, 1917 


Intelligencer in 1936 


• The Stanley Cup is won by the Seattle 


• According to the 1940 Census, the popula- 


Metropolitan hockey team on March 26, 


tion of Seattle stagnates at 368,000, and that 


1917 


of King County tops 500,000 in 1940 




(continued) 
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(continued) 

1941-1950 

• Trackless trolleys and buses replace street- 
cars in the Seattle Transit System on April 
13, 1941 

• Japanese Americans are ordered to evacuate 
Seattle on April 21, 1942 

• Boeing intensifies production of bombers at 
Boeing and Renton factories in 1940s, and 
for the first time hires large numbers of 
women and African American workers 

• Boeing B-29s drop atomic bombs on Japan on 
August 6 and 9, 1945, ending World War II 

• The University of Washington opens a med- 
ical school on October 2, 1946 

• The Canwell Commission begins investigat- 
ing "Un-American Activities" in 1947 

• The First wide-audience TV broadcast is 
seen around Puget Sound on November 25, 
1948 

• The Port of Seattle dedicates Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport in 1949 



• According to the 1950 Census, the popula- 
tion of Seattle tops 465,000, and that of 
King County tops 730,000 in 1950 

1951-1960 

• The first summer "Seafair" is held in 1951 

• The Alaskan Way Viaduct, first downtown 
"freeway," opens in 1952 

• Bellevue incorporates in 1953 

• Seattle expands its boundaries in 1954 

• Boeing 707 prototype makes its maiden 
flight on July 15, 1954 

• King County voters approve "Metro" plan 
to clean up Lake Washington in 1958 

• Dr. Arno Motulsky, a medical geneticist at 
the University of Washington, collects a 
blood sample in Africa of the first docu- 
mented case of HIV in 1959 

• The Port of Seattle expansion is approved by 
King County voters on November 8, 1960 

• The population of Seattle tops 550,000, and 
that of King County tops 925,000 in 1960 



■ 




As recently as 1956, Boeing depended on federal 
money for 98 percent of its business; this year, 50 
percent of the company's revenues come from 
America's growing love of flying. 
Currently, 1.5 million air travelers pass through 
Seattle-Tacoma Airport, another good signal to dis- 
pel fears that air travel would remain a luxury and 
the airport would be an empty failure. 
Instead, commercial jet flight is a raging success. 
In 1959, Boeing booked orders for nearly 200 707 
airplanes. 

In Seattle, local retail sales nearly doubled, and the 
average family income increased from $5,255 to 
$7,042, a 34 percent jump during the boom between 
1951 and 1960. 

By all indications, Seattle has arrived: its streets and 
shops are bustling, while its theaters, restaurants and 
cultural institutions are more sophisticated and cos- 
mopolitan than ever before. 

The Alaskan Way viaduct was completed along the 
waterfront, and the Washington, Logan and Norton 
buildings are changing the city's skyline. 
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Selected Prices 

Airfare, TWA, Chicago to Los Angeles $76.00 

Automobile, Cadillac Eldorado $13,075 

Brassiere, Playtex $3.95 

Guitar, Acoustic $35.00 

Hotel Room, Ritz-Carlton, Boston, per Night $9.00 

House, Chicago Area, Four Bedrooms $34,000 

Iron $9.88 

Lighter, Zippo, Chrome Finish $4.75 

Makeup, Revlon $1.35 

Mattress, Simmons Beautyrest $79.50 

Milk, Quart $0.60 

Paneling, 12' x 8' Wall $47.00 
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1960-1969 

No aspect of American society escaped the tumult of the 1960s. Morality, edu- 
cation, the role of the family, the purpose of college and even the need for par- 
ents came into question. Following the placid era of the 1950s, the seventh 
decade of the twentieth century contained tragic assassinations, momentous 
social movements, remarkable space achievements, and the longest war in 
American history. Civil Rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., would deliver his 
"I have a dream" speech in 1963, the same year President John F. Kennedy was 
killed. Five years later in 1968, King, along with John Kennedy's influential 
brother Bobby, would be killed. Violent protests against American involvement 
in Vietnam would be led and heavily supported by the educated middle class, 
which had grown and prospered enormously in the American economy. 

From 1960 to 1964, the economy expanded; unemployment was low and dis- 
posable income for music, vacations, art or simply having fun grew rapidly. 
Internationally, the power of the United States was immense. Congress gave the 
young President John F Kennedy the defense and space-related programs 
Americans wanted, but few of the welfare programs he proposed. Then, inflation 
arrived, along with the Vietnam War. Between 1950 and 1965, inflation soared 
from an annual average of less than two percent (ranging from six percent to 14 
percent a year) to a budget-popping average of 9.5 percent. Upper class 
investors, once content with the consistency and stability of banks, sought bet- 
ter returns in the stock market and real estate. 

The Cold War became hotter during conflicts over Cuba and Berlin in the 
early 1960s. Fears over the international spread of communism led to America's 
intervention in a foreign conflict that would become a defining event of the 
decade: Vietnam. Military involvement in this small Asian country grew from 
advisory status to full-scale war. By 1968, Vietnam had become a national 
obsession leading to President Lyndon Johnson's decision not to run for anoth- 
er term and fueling not only debate over our role in Vietnam, but more inflation 
and division nationally. The antiwar movement grew rapidly. Antiwar marches, 
which had drawn but a few thousand in 1965, grew in size until millions of 
marchers filled the streets of New York, San Francisco, and Washington, DC, 
only a few years later. By spring 1970, students on 448 college campuses made 
ROTC voluntary or abolished it. 

The struggle to bring economic equality to blacks during the period produced 
massive spending for school integration. By 1963, the peaceful phase of the 
Civil Rights movement was ending; street violence, assassinations, and bomb- 
ings defined the period. In 1967, 41 cities experienced major disturbances. At 
the same time, charismatic labor organizer Cesar Chavez's United Farm 
Workers led a Civil Rights-style movement for Mexican-Americans, gaining 
national support which challenged the growers of the West with a five-year agri- 
cultural strike. 
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As a sign of increasing affluence and changing times, American consumers 
bought 73 percent fewer potatoes and 25 percent more fish, poultry, and meat 
and 50 percent more citrus products and tomatoes than in 1940. California 
passed New York as the most populous state. Factory workers earned more than 
$100 a week, their highest wages in history. From 1960 to 1965, the amount of 
money spent for prescription drugs to lose weight doubled, while the per capita 
consumption of processed potato chips rose from 6.3 pounds in 1958 to 14.2 
pounds eight years later. In 1960, approximately 40 percent of American adult 
women had paying jobs; 30 years later, the number would grow to 57.5 percent. 
Their emergence into the work force would transform marriage, child rearing, 
and the economy. In 1960, women were also liberated by the FDA's approval of 
the birth-control pill, giving both women and men a degree of control over their 
bodies that had never existed before. 

During the decade, anti-establishment sentiments grew: men's hair was longer 
and wilder, beards and mustaches became popular, women's skirts rose to mid- 
thigh, and bras were discarded. Hippies advocated alternative lifestyles, drug 
use increased, especially marijuana and LSD; the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, 
Jimi Hendrix, and Janis Joplin became popular music figures; college campuses 
became major sites for demonstrations against the war and for Civil Rights. The 
Supreme Court prohibited school prayer, assured legal counsel to the poor, 
limited censorship of sexual material, and increased the rights of the accused. 

Extraordinary space achievements also marked the decade. Ten years after 
President Kennedy announced he would place a man on the moon, 600 million 
people around the world watched as Neil Armstrong gingerly lowered his left 
foot into the soft dust of the moon's surface. In a tumultuous time of division and 
conflict, the landing was one of America's greatest triumphs and an exhilarating 
demonstration of American genius. Its cost was $25 billion and set the stage for 
10 other men to walk on the surface of the moon during the next three years. 

The 1960s saw the birth of Enovid 10, the first oral contraceptive (cost $0.55 
each), the start of Berry Gordy's Motown Records, felt-tip pens, Diet-Rite cola, 
Polaroid color film, Weight Watchers, and Automated Teller Machines. It's the 
decade when lyrics began appearing on record albums, Jackie and Aristotle 
Onassis reportedly spent $20 million during their first year together, and the 
Gay Liberation Front participated in the Hiroshima Day March — the first homo- 
sexual participation as a separate constituency in a peace march. 
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Betty Jean Cargill, who grew up in a small, isolated community in West Virginia, wants 
her photographs to impact a much wider world. Her annual income is $3,£ 



Life at Home 

Betty Jean Cargill grew up in a mountain community so small even the 
locals considered it "the backside of beyond." 

Spencer, West Virginia, is situated in the center of the state, approxi- 
mately 90 minutes from Parkersburg and three hours from 
Huntington. 

Or, like Betty Jean's daddy might have said, "Slap dab in the middle of 
nowhere." 

The roads are so circuitous that distances are always explained in min- 
utes, not miles, such as, "The grocery store is 20 minutes from here, 
about three miles the way the crow flies." 

The town does boast the Robey movie theater, opened in 1907, which 
the historical society believes to be the longest continuously operating 
movie house in the U.S. 

Betty Jean can't verify its age, only that it is old — real old. 
But that movie theater may have been where Betty Jean fell in love with 
pictures and images of all kinds. 

She likes to tell those who ask, "As a mountain girl, the whole idea of 
being able to create pictures that others would see around the world 
simply feels magical." 
That's why she became a photographer. 

Besides, during WWII the military was looking for women recruits to 
fill in on non-combat jobs, a perfect place for a smart woman eager to 
learn. 

At first she was assigned principally to developing film in a darkroom 
the size of a deluxe closet. 




Betty Jean Cargill got her photography 
training in the military. 
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Betty Jean 
after a train 



proved herself 
derailment. 



• Then the military allowed 
her to shoot photographs of 
promotions, parades and 
medal awarding ceremonies 
on base. 

• Then came the train wreck. 

• Betty Jean was off duty, but 
still carrying her Rolleiflex 
twin lens camera, when she 
heard about the troop train 
derailment and its resulting 
injuries. 

• In the midst of chaos, Betty 
Jean worked methodically 
to record everything that 
night — the train, workers, 
the injured, the dead. 

• Then, going without sleep, 
she spent the night develop- 
ing pictures and making 
prints that would be avail- 
able immediately. 

• The praise was thunderous. 
After that, Betty Jean's assignments included field maneuvers and combat deploy- 
ments. 

Betty Jean thinks that women have an advantage over men in many situations 

because they might be less confrontational or aggressive when pursuing stories. 

This does not mean she is any less prepared than men to be as forceful as necessary 

in order to get the photo. 

Betty Jean rarely has trouble with troops; they respect her and allow her to do her 

job because she makes it clear she will not take any of their guff. 

Although all of her assignments during the war were stateside, she was ready and 

willing to be deployed to the European or Asian theaters of war. 




"The ideal newspa- 


per woman has the 


keen zest 


for life of a 


child, 


the cool 


courage 


of a man 


and the 


subtlety of a 


woman.' 




— Annie Laurie 



"Feb. 18, 1952, Rome, Italy. The Realta Hotel in a white room with 
watermelon curtains. I think that the wonderful thing that is happening 
or has happened to me is that I am growing up; or I am grown up and 
enjoying it. I have found the human race. It is like finding one's family at 
last. I have no more silly questions about what is art or why is art. Seeing 
the great works of the Italian Renescance [sic] has answered them. It is 
a personal thing. These people are my ancestors in spirit if not in fact. 
I think feeling like this must be akin to feeling religion although it is dif- 
ferent. No questions are answered but they need not be." 

— Diary of photojournalist Esther Bubley 
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Life at Work 

• After her military experience, Betty Jean Cargill returned to Spencer, West Virginia, 
eager to show the world what she had learned. 

• Spencer, she quickly learned, was not ready or very interested in the adventures of 
a woman photographer, especially since the town boasted half a dozen male war 
veterans, complete with purple heart-winning injuries. 

• She tried shooting pictures of farm activities for a fee, but few in this impoverished 
industry wanted to pay. 

• Many thought that Betty Jean was simply working on a newfound hobby. 

• Most were as taciturn as her father. 

• So in 1953, she set up a photo studio and occasionally shot pictures for the local 
weekly newspaper. 

• That first year, she gained considerable recognition for using a box kite to shoot 
aerial photographs of the Christmas parade. 

• Within months she was inundated with work, all from brides eager to escape the 
glare of local male photographers who loved to imply that there was more than one 
way to pay for pictures of beautiful girls. 

• The young women of West Virginia felt safe with Betty Jean, and she made enough 
money to buy some great photography equipment before becoming completely bored. 

• Nearly every shoot shared several elements: a nervous bride-to-be, a bossy mother, 
disagreements about hairstyle, a panic over the way the dress fit, at least one shout- 
ing match between mother and daughter about "whose wedding this was" and, of 
course, lots of white fabric. 

• Betty Jean became an expert at lighting wedding dresses to capture subtle shadows 
in their folds, while highlighting the best facial features of the bride. 

• She considered herself a good photographer who performed magic in the dark- 
room. 

• In her hands, with the proper lighting, pounds melted away, ruddy farm faces 
glowed and neglected teeth sparkled. 

• The other mainstay in Spencer was pictures of children. 

• Kids, Betty Jean quickly learned, were never as cute or as well-behaved as their par- 
ents believed; she hated photographing babies, in particular, except when she could 
capture the perfect tear streaking down the cheek of a howling youngster. 



"Party Line," by Marcy Shwam, Teen Magazine, November 1964: 

Flash! Biggest Fad with teens at Jefferson High, The scoop from Wollaston, Massachusetts, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is pulling the hooks off blouses right outside Boston, is that Beatle fashions are 
or shirts, and the practice is becoming fanciful. in everything from sweatshirts to hats. "Bye Bye 
For example, the person claiming the hook is Birdie" blouses are the cutest and everyone digs 
known as fairy godmother to the person who them. They're worn mostly with dungaree 
forfeits the hook. Your fairy godmother is sup- Bermudas, and denim skirts worn with check- 
posed to grant you three wishes. If she does, she ered blouses are still going strong. 
is a real princess. Got it? 
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"Low-Altitude Aerial Photos Taken from Box Kite," by C.L. Meehanm, Lakeview, Ontario, 

Canada, Photokinks, 1951: 




Here's a novel way to take clear aerial photos of homes in your 
neighborhood with the lowest possible investment in practical 
aerial photo equipment. Any kite capable of lifting an ordinary 
box camera in light to moderate winds will do. An automatic 
shutter-release mechanism consisting of two wooden blocks, two 
rubber bands and a punk of the kind used to ignite fireworks is 
attached to the camera. Then the assembly is fastened to the kite 
cord as indicated. Note that a cord is knotted around the rubber 
band just under the shutter trip lever and also that a small piece 
of white rag is attached to this band. In taking the picture, you 
ignite the punk and send up the kite with camera attached. As 
soon as the punk has burned sufficiently, it releases the rubber 
band, which trips the shutter and falls clear, the telltale cloth 
indicating when the shutter has been released. Remember, there 
is some danger of fire when shrubs and grass are dry. 
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In 1956, after eight years in business, Betty Jean 
walked out of her studio in the midst of a particularly 
vicious mother/daughter fight and never went back. 
A month later she was working as a news photogra- 
pher in Youngstown, Ohio, where they didn't mind 
having a female photographer as long as she knew 
her place. 

That was seven years ago. 

Now, at 43, Betty Jean is accustomed to making her 
own way in a man's world, especially one as brim- 
ming with testosterone as a newsroom. 
In the beginning, she knew that she would have to 
earn every assignment and every picture placement; 
she also knew that in the newspaper business, report- 
ing and after-hours drinking were part of the same 
world. 

After almost a decade of politely sipping her father's 
high proof moonshine whiskey, she was ready for a 
bunch of beer-and-a-shot-glass guys who needed to 
prove something night after night. 
Besides, she knew from the beginning she could let 
her photos speak for themselves. 
Her break came when she was assigned to do a series 
of pictures in the steel mill. 









Betty Jean turned a routine industrial assignment into a much-beloved photographic feature story. 
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"Can She Boil a Pot of Water, Billy Boy?" by Jeanne Lamb O'Neill, 
American Home, October 1966: 



I hope that with all the whoop-de-do about sci- 
ence in the schools today we're not forgetting 
about dowdy old domestic science. I hope that 
we're not too busy making our daughters phys- 
ically fit to make them femininely fit. I'd hate to 
think we're raising a brand-new breed of egg- 
headed, ham-legged super girls who can't boil 
water. 

Not that I think the schools are to blame. 
Most schools make some attempt to expose our 
children to the homely arts. Sean made cranber- 
ry relish in school one year. Cindy once 
"cooked" some sugar-coated dates. I hear that 
in our local junior high, girls get three hours of 
home economics a week (four, I believe, if 
they're not "gifted or superior" students select- 
ed for higher things). That may not be much, 
but I think we can be grateful Susie's getting any 
domestic education at all in school. Because I'm 
not sure Susie's even learning which end of the 
mop is up at home. 

So far as I can see, some of today's young 
things may never be able to leave their mothers. 
Never mind if they can make a cherry pie. 
I know teenager girls who can't make a bed 
properly, professionally, with snappy hospital 
corners. I know teenage girls who can't peel a 
potato or iron a hanky. We've had babysitters 
who couldn't get the children's dinner if you put 
a can of spaghetti in their hands and opened it 
for them. Maybe I shouldn't talk about babysit- 
ters; it's possible they're perfect whizzes in their 
own homes but purposely helpless in mine. But 
I can't help wondering about the ever-so-willing 
dumb Doras who load the dirty dishes on top of 
my clean ones and scrub my antique Italian 
marble with scouring powder. Obviously, Dora 
missed a lesson somewhere. And think of all the 



Doras in our college dorms who blithely boil 
their cashmeres and wash their red things with 
white things — unless they ship the dirty laundry 
home to mom each week. 

I don't mean to pick on teenagers. I've read 
that teenagers are generically good-for-nothing. 
(Okay, I remember that teenagers are good-for- 
nothing.) Teenagers are supposed to rebel 
against responsibility and suddenly switch 
from mother's little helpers to Satan's little 
lounge-lizards. So let's grant that this, too, shall 
pass and half of today's helpless Hannahs will 
be tomorrow's crackerjack housekeepers — and 
let's pick on even littler kids. You just have to 
observe the young friends your children bring 
home for dinner or to spend the night. You can 
tell right away who's being brought up by 
mother and who's bringing mother up. Some 
children automatically swoop up their dishes 
when they leave the table and automatically 
tuck their pj's and trading cards back in the 
suitcase, and automatically make their bed. 
Other children wouldn't pick up a plate if they 
dropped it right in the middle of the kitchen 
floor. They're the ones, I'm sure, who couldn't 
cook a piece of toast or run water in the bath- 
tub without screaming for mom. Interestingly 
enough, some of the best little table-cleaners 
who visit our house are boys. It's not surpris- 
ing at all these days to hear of strapping young 
he-men who can cook and sew and iron as 
well as they can throw a pass or make a 
basket. In fact, a third of the junior contestants 
in the Pillsbury Bake-Off this year were 
boys. Ditto for the Delmarva Chicken Festival. 
Now wouldn't it be a pretty pickle if our 
girls start asking Billy Boy if he can bake a 
cherry pie? 
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The other photographers thought it was a puff piece until they saw what Betty Jean 
produced using natural light techniques that dramatically captured the heroics of 
working in the mill. 

After that, and a perfectly lit photograph of a young couple's car that lost a late- 
night race with a speeding train, Betty Jean became "one of the guys." 
She did not consider it the compliment they meant it to be, but knew that the 
assignments and pay would get better. 

The pay was good enough that the bank agreed to lend her $2,000 — without a 
man's signature — to buy a car. 

Before agreeing to the loan for an unmarried woman, however, the bank president 
called Betty Jean's managing editor to check on her employment status and quietly 
make it clear to the newspaper that they now owed him a favor. 
Because of its roominess and German engineering, Betty Jean purchased an Opel 
Caravan wagon, advertised as the "big small car built in Germany by General 
Motors." 

It boasts 30 miles per gallon, 56 horsepower and lots of space for camera equipment. 
Despite better equipment and the resources to buy it, her favorite camera remains 
the Rolleiflex 6X6. 

First introduced in 1929, the Rolleiflex quickly became famous worldwide because 
of its versatility, sharpness of focus and flexibility. 

The film and negative are large, giving a darkroom professional lots of room to cor- 
rect lighting mistakes made in the field. 

It is perfect for unexpected news jobs such as fires, accidents, murders, or anything 
that happens suddenly or in which the lighting conditions are uncontrollable. 
Recently, a rural farmhouse fire required that she walk half a mile through a muddy 
field to get the right view, while a male reporter, refusing to get his trousers dirty, 
hung back to talk with the fire chief along the main road. 

Betty Jean didn't have to say a word when the two arrived back at the newsroom; 
anyone who looked at them knew who was the real journalist. 
Her true victory was when she was able to take her pictures back to the family 
whose farmhouse had caught fire; they invited her to dinner and said a blessing in 
her honor, despite all they had lost. 

Photography is how Betty Jean connects to the community. 

Even though it is bigger, Youngstown is like her hometown in West Virginia; the 
subjects of her photographs are neighbors, friends or people she sees in the gro- 
cery store. 

It doesn't pay to have a falling out in a 
small community; word gets around 
quickly. 

Betty Jean is thinking about an assign- 
ment for the Chamber of Commerce; 
they want a pretty picture piece of a town 
that has more than a few blemishes. 
The pay is excellent — almost a month's 
wages for a weekend's work, but Betty 
Jean is unsure about taking the money 
of the most powerful men in the com- 
munity. 

She thinks she would rather be broke 
than bought. 




Betty Jean's car is an Opel Caravan wagon built in Germany. 
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Betty Jean's pictures cap- 
tured high emotion the day 
President Kennedy was 
assassinated. 



Life in the Community: Youngstown, Ohio 

• The cityscape of Youngstown, Ohio, features few new tall buildings. 

• With a population of approximately 165,000, the city, Betty Jean thinks, looks 
frozen in time at about 1940. 

• The day President John F. Kennedy was shot, she learned to see the town in a whole 
new way. 

• Sent out by the newspaper to shoot pictures of the public's reaction, she found that 
Youngstown was united in grief, disbelief and tears. 

• Some people were angry, others sad, but most were stunned as they absorbed the 
impact of the news. 

• Betty Jean shot pictures until her arms were weary; long after she had completed 
the assignment she continued to point her camera into the face of grief and expose 
herself to the national tragedy. 

• On Sunday, when Kennedy's accused assassin was shot and killed, that death, too, 
was a moment for Youngstown to gather again to watch over and over on televi- 
sion the shooting of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

• In that moment, Betty Jean was proud of the unity she discovered in her commu- 
nity, and confused that this type of violence was possible in the country she loved. 

• Her pictures of that day, many of which captured national honors after being trans- 
mitted by the Associated Press, are framed in her tiny apartment duplex rented 
from an 86-year-old woman. 



"JFK IS ASSASSINATED," by Frank Cormier, Associated Press, November 23, 1963: 



A hidden gunman assassinated President 
Kennedy with a high-powered rifle Friday. 

Three shots reverberated and blood sprang 
from the president's face. He fell face downward. 
His wife clutched his head crying, "Oh, no." 

Within half an hour, John F. Kennedy was 
dead and the United States had a new president, 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Within the hour, police arrested a 24-year-old 
man following the fatal shooting of a Dallas police- 
man. Homicide Capt. Will Fritz said Friday night 
witnesses had identified the man as the slayer of the 
policeman and he had been charged with murder. 

Fritz said it had not been established that the 
man killed the president — but it had been estab- 
lished that he was in the building from which the 
shots were fired at the time of the assassination. 

He is Harvey Lee Oswald [sic] of Fort Worth, 
who four years ago said he was applying for 
Soviet citizenship. He has a Russian wife. 

Oswald denied that he had shot anybody. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1963 



President John F. Kennedy was shot and killed in Dallas, Texas 

Betty Friedan published The Feminine Mystique, challenging the image of the happy 

housewife 

Television premieres included The Fugitive, The Patty Duke Show, My Favorite 

Martian, Petticoat junction and Let's Make A Deal 

Katherine Graham became president of The Washington Post Company, and the 

only female head of a Fortune 500 company ^^^J 

The Beatles crashed the American music scene with their first big hit, "I Want to 

Hold Your Hand" 

U.S. factory workers earned more than $100 a week, a new record 

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom attracted thousands to hear 

Martin Luther King deliver his "I Have a Dream" speech 

Julia Child prepared boeuf bourguignon on television to launch her popular French 

cooking program 

Fifty women each week applied to Playboy to become "Playmate of the Month" 

American poet and novelist Sylvia Plath published her autobiographical novel The 

Bell Jar 

Sidney Poitier won the Academy Award for best actor in Lilies of the Field, while 

Tom Jones won best picture 

Broadway openings included Barefoot in the Park, Enter Laughing, One Flew over 

the Cuckoo's Nest and the musical Oliver! 

Fourteen thousand people were arrested in 75 southern cities during civil rights 

demonstrations 

Mary Petermann discovered Petermann's particles, or ribosomes, the sites of protein 

synthesis 

Hit songs included "Wipeout," "Call Me Irresponsible," "If I Had a Hammer," 

"Puff (the Magic Dragon)," "Da Doo Ron Ron" and "The Times They Are 

a-Changin'" 

The Kodak Instamatic camera, the New York Hilton, Weight Watchers, the Trimline 

phone and Spiderman all made their first appearance 

Illegitimate births among teenage mothers were up 150 percent over 1940 

California passed New York as the most populous state 

Police Chief Bull Connors of Birmingham, Alabama, used police dogs, fire hoses and 

cattle prods on civil rights marchers to break up a demonstration 

New Hampshire authorized government-sponsored lotteries designed to raise 

money for education 

Congress approved legislation guaranteeing equal pay for equal work 
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SPECIALS 

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME! 

To Own One Of These 
Local One Owner T-Birds 




M*«J THUNDERBIRD Convertible. Light blue col- 

|)j or with white top, radio, Select Air condition, 
tinted gloss, tender shields, white- $A OQft 
walls, wheel covers, seat belts TifevV 

f£9 THUNDERBIRD Hardtop. Light blue in 

0«9 color, fender shields, oil standard factory 

Equipment, beautiful $■ 

blue interior 



?|*9 THUNDERBIRD Hardtop, Black, with black 
Ow matching interior, equipped with all stand- 
ard factory equipment, power windows. Select Air 
condition, AM-FM radio, tinted glass, heavy duty 

battery, knock-off type wheel $ M rtQrt 

covers, fender shields "T»\f *J V* 

J£**5 THUNDERBIRD Hardtop. Beautiful gold 
OO color with matching block interior, all fac- 
tory standard equipment, fender $^J Qftft 
shields, whitewalls, wheel covers . , . diOvV 

}£*} THUNDERBIRD Hardtop Light blue with 

Ofei marching blue interior, radio, AM-FM con- 
verter, power windows, white S^ 4 Q<% 
wall tires, wheel covers Ot* vv 

SHOP 1 Vl> COMPARE 

Yon Can't Beat \ Borne Deal Anywhere 

FORD-HORNE 

"Across From Coca-Cola Plant" 

501 BUNCOMBE ST. CE 9-901 1 



Youngstown was named for John Young, who settled here in 1797 after purchas- 
ing the entire township from the federal government via the Western Reserve Land 
Company. 

The area was part of the Connecticut Western Reserve, to which most early 
European-American settlers came. 

Within a year "Youngstown" was settled by 10 families near where Mill Creek 
meets the Mahoning River, and the town was incorporated in 1802. 
Because the area was endowed with coal and iron, the first blast furnace was built 
east of the city in 1803, and the town soon developed a thriving steel industry. 

• Youngstown was on the Pennsylvania-Ohio Canal, completed 
in 1839, and the railroad came to the town in 1853. 

• In 1867, Youngstown was incorporated as a city, and the 
county seat was moved there from Canfield in 1876. 

• From the 1920s through the 1960s, the city became an impor- 
tant industrial hub with large furnaces and foundries of such 
companies as Republic Steel and U.S. Steel. 

• It is headquarters for the huge Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
Company, one of the most important industrial metal pro- 
ducers in the country. 



Selected Prices 

Air Conditioner, 5,800 BTU $158.00 

Board Game, Monopoly $3.33 

Camera, Bell and Howell Canon $149.50 

Drive-in Movie, per Car $1.50 

Man's Shirt, Hathaway $8.95 

Mixer, Sunbeam $49.95 

Movie Ticket $2.25 

Purse, Leather $5.00 

Socks, Woman's Knee-High $2.00 

Stereo Phonograph, Magnavox $650.00 

Swimsuit, Woman's $24.00 

Whiskey, Canadian Club, Quart $7.85 



3,890 
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"A Word to Wives, by JFK's Doc," San Francisco Examiner, 
June 16, 1961. "Dr. Janet Iravell, President Kennedy's physi- 
cian, today offered some rales for housewives": 

"Scramble your work. Don't spend all of one day cleaning, another day 
doing laundry, and a third ironing. That way you use some muscles too 
much, others not enough. 

Cultivate a rhythmic pattern. Don't hurry; don't jerk the movements. 
Just do your housework as if you doing a modern dance. 

Take short rests at frequent intervals. 

Don't tolerate bad physical and mechanical arrangements in your 
home. Don't tolerate uncomfortable chairs or too-low sinks. 

Counteract housework with an entirely different kind of muscle 
movement, a variety of exercises." 



"Working Girls Beat Living Cost," San Francisco Examiner, 

March 2, 1961: 



"The working girl kept a skip and a jump ahead 
of the rise in the cost of living last year. In fact, 
she received the equivalent of an extra week's 
pay — enough to buy one good suit. 

John Dana of the Department of Labor dis- 
closed yesterday that the average office girl 
received a 4.3 percent raise in salary while the 
cost of living was going up 1.6 percent. This 
gave her a 1.9 percent increase in real earnings 
after allowing for high prices and taxes. 

Her boyfriend received a somewhat small- 
er percentage increase, but about the same 
amount of cash if he worked the year 'round. 
One analyst remarked that the lower increase 
for the boyfriend was the more important sta- 
tistic. The analyst, a woman, explained: 'After 
all, how is the poor working girl going to get 
married if her boyfriend can't earn more 



money 



Dana, the department's assistant to the 
Regional Director of Labor Statistics, said local 
stenographers, with an average weekly salary of 
$84.00, have received a 47.3 percent boost in 
wages since January, 1952. In the same period, 
the cost of living has risen 18.5 percent, giving 
her a net increase in real spendable earnings of 
21.5 percent. 

The weekly salaries of women office workers 
ranged from an average $60.50 for file clerks to 
$96.50 for secretaries. The report showed that the 
average woman elevator operator receives $2.05 
an hour, $0.22 more than the average male eleva- 
tor operator, while the average woman janitor or 
cleaner receives $2.08, $0.07 less than the male 
janitor. In most skilled occupations studied, men 
averaged more than $3.10 an hour, with tool and 
dye makers drawing $3.53, carpenters $3.22, and 
painters $3.15." 
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1968 Family Profile 



The Whitley family lives in Memphis, Tennessee, where she now works at a leading 
manufacturing plant in the city, one of the first to allow Black workers. They own a 
single-wide mobile home on property she inherited from her father. He works on farms 
in the area; they have one child, who is in the third grade. 

Annual Income: $9,375 

She makes $3.09 per hour or $124.84 a week creating an annual income of $6,375; he 
makes approximately $3,000 yearly working on farms, fixing tractors, hauling feed, 
selling fertilizer, and odd jobs. The fruits and vegetables he grows on their own farm 
and the game animals he hunts supplement their income. 

Annual Budget 

The study does not provide family expenditures; nationally the per capita expenditures 
in 1968 are: 

Auto Parts $22.92 

Auto Usage $338.80 

Clothing $178.87 

Dentists $19.93 

Food $605.86 

Furniture $39.36 

Gas and Oil $92.67 

Health Insurance $15.60 

Housing $397.09 

Intercity Transport $15.45 

Local Transport $11.96 

New Auto Purchase $122.07 

Personal Business $141.00 

Personal Care $52.81 
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Physicians $54.31 

Public Education and 

Research $49.33 

Recreation $182.85 

Religion/Welfare Activities $51.32 

Telephone and Telegraph $41.35 

Tobacco $46.83 

Utilities $100.15 

Per Capita Consumption $2,785.67 
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Life at Home 

• The Whitleys live in a single-wide mobile home located on the family farm. 

• The man farms the family land and hires out to neighbors, many of them White, in 
the spring and fall; he also sells fertilizer to earn extra income. 

• In addition to growing vegetables for sale and use at home, he prides himself on his 
hunting skills; deer, squirrel, and turtle are part of the family diet. 

• The woman experiences a long drive to work; 40,000 people drive into Memphis 
to work each morning. 

• Developers are buying nearby farms for the expanding suburbs of rapidly growing 
Memphis; land speculation is rampant. The family is uncertain whether to sell the 
family farm if asked. 

• If they agree to sell the farm, they are uncertain where they will live; most African- 
Americans in Memphis — even those with money — live in homes in the older section of 
town that are often substandard, because Memphis has few integrated neighborhoods. 

• The approach of suburbs also brings libraries; Memphis now offers nearly 20 
library branches. This family's third-grader considers herself a good reader. 

• Both parents believe that their third-grade daughter will have a better life with 
more opportunities than they did, especially if she does well in school. 

Life at Work: The Manufacturing Plant 

• This nationally-known electronics company began manufacturing operations in 
Memphis in 1947 with 100 employees producing electronic components such as 
headphones and condensers. 

• Currently the plant employs 1,200 workers, spread evenly over three shifts. 

• The bulk of the work force are middle-aged White women who work at machines 
producing small, delicate components. 

• The first Black employee is hired in 1961 during a period of expansion. 

• African- American workers are added at the Memphis facility because of corporate 
pressure and a gradual change in the racial climate in Memphis of such desegre- 
gated facilities as cafeterias, drinking fountains, and toilets. 



The first Black employee of the company, Katie Fuller, described the early days of her 

employment in 1961: 



"I didn't know I was the only colored person. I 
thought they had hired a bunch of them, you 
know. And when I got out there — nobody but me 
and the good Lord knows what I went through. 
But I just pray. I asked God to help me. I said: 
'Help me Jesus, I got to work somewhere . . .' 

And they would have to come down this cer- 
tain aisle going out. See, they would be getting 
off, while we would still be working. They'd get 
off at 3:10, and we'd be working almost to 



4:20. And they come through there hollering 
'Nigger,' and talking all kind of ugly talk. 
Cursing. And I would look over to the side, to 
the space next to me. And I thought these peo- 
ple are crazy. And I'd look at 'em and I would 
laugh. I'd kinda smile. It took a whole lot out of 
me, you know. And I never worked with any- 
body like this before. A whole plant of people in 
here were — I don't know how to describe it. 
Devil Action." 
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At the plant racial relationships are considered good by both Black and White 
workers; in the cafeteria Black workers normally sit together separate from the 
White workers out of tradition and choice. 

Black leaders believe that changes in hiring practices take place not because of 
marches or demonstrations, but on the requirements for a non-discriminatory 
workplace that are placed on government contracts. 

Most African-Americans hired by the company have a high school diploma and 
one-third have college experience; approximately one-fourth of the White workers 
do not have a high school diploma and only seven percent attended college. 
By 1968, 50 percent of the new hires are Black women; only 16 Black men are 
employed among 1,200 workers. 

Typically the jobs require little training; the plant has experienced little unionization. 
The electrical manufacturing industry, dominated by companies such as 
Westinghouse and General Electric, is growing rapidly. 

From 1923 to 1958 total employment in the electrical manufacturing industry grew by 
three times; electric power consumption, measured in kilowatt hours, grew by 16 times. 
In 1968 sales for appliances and electronic products increases nine percent and prof- 
its, 18.2 percent. 



Life in the Community: Memphis, Tennessee 

• Memphis, sitting in the extreme southwest corner 
of Tennessee, sits high on a bluff overlooking the 
Mississippi River. 

• Memphis and the river have long been tied; the city 
grew as a center where cotton bales were sold, loaded 
onto river-boats, and shipped down the waterway. 

• Firestone, RCA, International Harvester, General 
Electric, and other well-known industries have set- 
tled in the city once known best for the blues, gam- 
bling, and catfish. 

• Following a national pattern, more neighborhoods 
near downtown Memphis are becoming Black, while 
new all- White suburbs have sprung up around the city. 

• With a population of nearly 550,000, Memphis is 
the largest city in not only Tennessee, but the bor- 
der states of Mississippi and Arkansas. 

• About 40 percent, or 200,000 people, are Black. 

• Many migrants from the cotton and soybean farms 
of the Mississippi delta have settled in the city; 
only 56 percent of the population was born in 
Tennessee, and more than 25 percent have lived in 
Memphis less than five years. 

• Approximately 57 percent of the African- 
American families have incomes below the poverty 
level of $3,000 a year; only 13.8 percent of White 
families live below the poverty level. 

• The median educational level of Memphis Blacks 
over 25 years old in the 1960 census is 6.7 years; the 
median White has completed 11.1 years of school. 
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Memphis, Tennessee, showing Mississippi ttivei and 
Riveiside Diive by Moonlight 




Achievement tests show that Black eighth-graders test two grades behind White 
eighth-graders. 

The Shelby County school system is not desegregated until 1963; by 1968 the vast 
majority of the public schools are de facto segregated. 

Three of 13 city councilmen are Black in 1968; five percent of all the school boards 
are African-American. 

Earlier in 1968, Civil Rights activists encourage the Black garbage workers strike, 
supported by the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal employees 
Union and Black ministers in the area; Martin Luther King is to take a leadership role. 
Pay for garbage workers is $70.00 a week; supervisors are all White, while work- 
ers are typically African -Americans recruited from farms. 

The mayor feels the strike is unwarranted, declaring "I don't make deals"; King is 
branded an irresponsible rabble-rouser. 

Memphis' Black ministers use their pulpits to compare the strikers with the Old 
Testament prophets who crusaded against injustice, take up special collections for 
the workers, and ask their congregations to join them in daily marches to down- 
town Memphis. 

In less than a week $15,000 is raised to support the strikers; downtown sales drop 
by 35 percent. 

On March 14, NAACP Executive Secretary Roy Wilkes speaks to a rally of 9,000; 
four days later Martin Luther King, Jr., speaks to an even larger audience and calls 
for a one-day general strike of all workers. 

Riots break out during a downtown march on March 28; one person is killed, 60 
injured, 300 arrested. 

The president of the Local Chamber of Commerce blames the violence on activist 
preachers, saying, "If the Negro ministers would tend to their ministering instead 
of trying to stir things up, we wouldn't have had this trouble." 
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WILL NEGRO BLOC VOTE 
CONTROL SOUTH CAROLINA? 
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COKE worker comas Communist placard in voter registration march. 
CQHE leader fames Farmer said in Columbia that the defeat of 
Senator Strom Thurmond was one of CORE'S main goals. 



Martin Luther King shakes hands in Florence, S. C. after a voter 
registration rally. King said: "Wo must bo an independent force in 
the Democratic Forty in yeara to come." Bang predicted this would 
give Negroes control. 



"/ believe the Negro vote will have a greater impact this year than any since Re- 
construction." said by Rev. /. deQuincy Newman of South Carolina NAACP, March 13, 7966 

This year, over 200,000 Negroes are registered to vote in South Carolina. The Negro lead- 
ers have made it clear that they will vote as a solid bloc for their Democratic friends who 
support L. B. J. This means that if the white people remain divided, the Negro vote will de- 
cide the election. 

It is the oldest story in politics: an elected off icial must be faithful to those who put him 
in office. A politician who is elected by the Negro bloc vote will have to answer to the NAACP 
everytime he casts a vote or makes an appointment. If the bloc vote gains control of OUR 
STATE GOVERNMENT, OUR SENATORS, AND OUR REPRESENTATIVES, then as surely as 
night follows day, the Black Revolution which struck Los Angeles, Chicago, Cleveland, and 
Atlanta will strike South Carolina. THAT MUST NOT HAPPEN! 



Stand Up For The Men Who Will Stand Up For You! Support . . 

Strom Thurmond — Marshall Parker — Joe Rogers 

They Will Represent The People — Not The NAACP Or The Democratic Bosses in 
Washington. 
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Lucius Burch, White leader on the Memphis Committee on 
Community Relations in 1963 to the (MCCR): 



"It is now clear beyond argument that no pub- 
lic institution has the right to deny equal facili- 
ty of use to any citizen because of color. The 
Negro citizens are naturally restive at being 
thwarted and delayed in the exercise of their 
clearly declared rights. Having been successful 
in establishing their rights through litigation, 
they now seek to obtain them by 'demonstra- 
tions.' These so-called demonstrations are 
ancient and constitutionally authorized reme- 
dies in that all citizens have the right to assem- 
ble peaceably, to petition for the redress of their 
grievances, and to publicize by picketing and 
other legal means their contentions. There is no 
legal, moral, or historical basis for condemning 
the assertion of rights by these methods. Indeed 
a nation looking with pride at such vigorous 
precedents as Runnymede, the Boston Tea 
Party, and Concord Bridge must praise rather 
than condemn any citizen or group of citizens 
vigilant and active in the establishment and pro- 
tection of their liberties. This is straight talk and 
not calculated to please or flatter or to do other 
than speak the truth to tough-minded men and 
women sufficiently concerned to band together 
to achieve a solution. The trust is that if the 



White leadership of this community does not 
actively concern itself with the obtaining of 
legally declared rights and by its prestige and 
influence further rather than restrain the exer- 
cise of these rights, we must expect the Negroes 
to exert themselves vigorously to gain these 
ends which have been judicially declared their 
legislative due. The Negro leadership in this 
community is effective and responsible. It is 
composed of men who have a personal stake in 
the continued tranquility and future growth of 
the community. The Negro leaders are minis- 
ters, merchants, teachers, bankers, lawyers, etc., 
and they will suffer even more than their White 
counterparts from disorder and they have done 
a magnificent job in preaching responsibility 
and restrain to those who look to them for lead- 
ership. But they first and foremost are members 
of their race and have a keen sense of injustice. 
Moreover, they will not remain as leaders of 
their people without tangible exertion and per- 
ceptible progress toward the attainment of their 
rights. If there is a failure of their leadership, it 
will be replaced by more radical groups not 
concerned with long-term and overall commu- 
nity consequences." 



Martin Luther King, Jr., is shot and killed on April 4, 1968, at the Memphis Lorraine 
Motel while organizing a nonviolent march in support of the garbage workers' 
strike; Memphis, along with cities across the nation, experiences rioting that night. 
The city eventually agrees to pay the garbage workers an extra $0.10 per hour and 
to permit union dues check-off if handled through a credit union and then paid to 
the Union. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1968-1969 



The U.S. gross national product reached $861 billion 

The Vietnam War and student protests intensified across the nation 

Richard Nixon was elected president 

4,462 corporate mergers took place 

BankAmericard holders numbered 14 million, up 12 million in two years 

Civil Rights leader Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., was assassinated at a Memphis, 

Tennessee, motel; riots occurred in over 199 cities nationwide 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles shortly after winning 

the California Democratic primary 

In response to the King and Kennedy assassinations, Sears &c Roebuck removed toy 

guns from its Christmas catalog 

Automobile production reached 8.8 million 

Volkswagen captured 57 percent of the U.S. automobile import market 

Television advertising revenues hit $2 billion, twice that of radio 

First-class postage climbed to $0.06 

Inflation was now a worldwide issue 

Yale College admitted women 

The Uniform Monday Holiday Law was enacted by Congress, creating three-day 

holiday weekends 

Crimes of violence reportedly had increased 57 percent since 1960 

Nationwide 78 million television sets existed 

The average farm subsidy from the government was $1,000 

Neil Armstrong walked on the moon 

The average U.S. automobile wholesaled for $2,280 

Pantyhose production reached 624 million pairs in 1969, up from 200 million in 1968 

The average U.S. farm produced enough food for 47 people 

Blue Cross health insurance covered 68 million Americans 

Penthouse magazine began publication; Saturday Evening Post folded 

The National Association of Broadcasters began a cigarette advertising phase-out 

The U.S. began the first troop withdrawals from Vietnam; Vietnam casualties now 

exceeded the total for the Korean War 

Richard Nixon's 43.3 percent victory was the lowest presidential margin since 1912 

Pope Paul VI's ban on contraception was challenged by 800 U.S. theologians 

20,000 people were added monthly to New York's welfare rolls; one-fourth of the 

city's budget went to welfare 

The Vietnam War became the longest war in U.S. history 
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1968 Economic Profile 

Income, Standard Jobs 

Bituminous Coal Mining $8,169.00 

Building Trades $8,332.00 

Domestic Industries $6,759.00 

Domestics $3,254.00 

Farm Labor $3,327.00 

Federal Civilian $9,002.00 

Federal Military $5,148.00 

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate $6,994.00 

Gas, Electricity, and Sanitation Workers $8,666.00 

Manufacturing, Durable Goods $8,002.00 

Manufacturing, Nondurable Goods $6,849.00 

Medical/Health Services Workers $5,292.00 

Miscellaneous Manufacturing $6,252.00 

Motion Picture Services $7,946.00 

Nonprofit Organization Workers $4,655.00 

Passenger Transportation Workers, Local and Highway $6,279.00 

Personal Services $4,960.00 

Private Industries, Including Farm Labor $6,772.00 

Public School Teachers $7,129.00 

Radio Broadcasting and Television Workers $9,563.00 

Railroads $8,663.00 

State and Local Government Workers $7,255.00 

Telephone and Telegraph Workers $7,506.00 

Wholesale and Retail Trade Workers $8,142.00 

Selected Prices 

Argus 35-mm Cartridge Camera, with Flash $69.95 

Black and Decker Drill, Electric $10.99 

Child's Fruit of the Loom Briefs, Package of Three $2.65 

Colgate Toothpaste, 6.75 Ounce Tube $0.55 

Custom 7 Transistor Radio $12.95 

Cut-Glass Glasses, Includes Six Tumblers $2.49 

Daisy Golden 750 Rifle $7.50 



^ANDERSON CO. 
COLORED FAIR 
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Davis Super Highway Tire, Six-Ply Rating $26.95 

DeLong Red Worm Fishing Lure, Package of Three $0.49 

Delta Airline Fare, Chicago to Miami $74.70 

Dual-Exhaust Kit for Corvair $18.45 

Goldblatt's Air Conditioner, Whole House $498.88 

Hunts Catsup, 14-Ounce Bottle $0.22 

Jarman Man's Dress Shoes $22.00 

Lady Kenmore Electric Shaver $13.97 

Mattel Teenage Barbie $2.29 

Pepsi Cola, 10-Ounce Bottles, Six Pack $0.59 

Seagram's VO Whiskey, 86.8 Proof, Fifth $5.79 

Solid-Oak Nightstand $25.95 

Truetone Riviera Television, 16" B&W $149.95 

Western Auto Sunburst Wall Clock $16.25 

Wizard Long Life Light Bulbs, Four Pack $1.29 

Wizard Washer, 10-Pound Capacity $99.88 



Civil Rights in Memphis 

On December 1, 1955, 42-year-old Rosa Parks helped launch a movement by refus- 
ing to surrender her bus seat to a White passenger; the federal courts ruled segre- 
gation of the Montgomery, Alabama, buses unconstitutional in 1956. 
In response Memphis post office employee O.Z. Evers filed a suit against the 
Memphis bus company in 1956 to desegregate that city's buses. 
Black banker and NAACP board member Jessie Turner filed a desegregation suit 
against the Memphis Public Library in 1958. 

John F. Kennedy promised during his 1960 presidential campaign to exercise 
"moral and persuasive leadership" to enforce the 1954 Supreme Court decision 
calling for desegregated schools. 

By 1960 a generation of high school Black students had grown up knowing that the 
Supreme Court had ruled the educational apartheid they were experiencing was 
against the law of the land. 

Resentment and frustration burst to the surface in the 1960s across the nation. 
Challenges to the official barriers to Blacks seeking public accommodations included 
sit-in demonstrations at drug stores, freedom rides on public buses across the South, 
and marches in hundreds of cities across the nation, although principally in the South. 
Student sit-ins began nationwide in 1960; 41 Memphis College students were 
arrested for entering two segregated libraries. 

The racially mixed Memphis Committee on Community Relations urged voluntary 
desegregation; the buses were desegrated in the fall of 1960, libraries in October, 
and the Overton Park Zoo in December of that year. 

To avoid a Black boycott, the Memphis downtown merchants agreed to volunteer 
desegregation in January 1962 — provided that no changes were required during the 
1961 Christmas season. 



FREEDOM 
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Reverend Jimmy Grant, who led a voter registration drive in 1961, 
recalls adjacent Fayette County, Tennessee, in 1940: 

"I can remember the lynching of '40. I remember my father saying, 'We 
don't go out of the house for the next day or two. We don't go downtown. 
If anyone knocks on the door, let me answer.' And we had his gun behind 
the door, and he would always peep out before. Because everyone was 
frightened and leaflets had been circulated saying, 'We got Elbert Williams. 
Who will be next?' (Williams had organized an NAACP meeting.) And 
when they found him it was a hideous thing. I didn't know what lynching 
was, and when I questioned my daddy, he said, 'A man was killed. And you 
just don't bother, if you don't understand it. I'll tell you later.'" 




Thirteen Black students integrated four Memphis schools in the fall of 1961 with- 
out incident; officials were so fearful of riots that even the teachers were not 
informed of the planned integration of their classrooms until the night before. 
In 1962 the movie theaters of the city were integrated secretly. With the coopera- 
tion of the theater managers, a Black couple was selected to integrate the Malco 
Theatre. When nothing happened to the couple, the following week two Black cou- 
ples were sent to integrate another theater; by April, 1963, 14 theaters had been 
integrated in this way. 

When publicity about the progressive work of the Memphis Committee on 
Community Relations appeared in the Memphis newspaper, the White chairman, a 
respected former Memphis banker, received anonymous letters addressed to the 
"nigger lover" and stating, "race mixing is communism." 

As part of an agreement to voluntarily integrate the 20 largest restaurants in the 
city, and thus avoid picketing, the restaurant owners insisted that the Memphis 
Appeal not report that integration of the eating establishments was taking place. 
Until 1965 the Tennessee Department of Employment Security maintained segre- 
gated offices; employers who wanted White workers called one office, for Black 
workers, another separate facility. 

Many Black workers who applied for jobs through the Tennessee Department of 
Employment Security were told they were too short, too tall, or too young for the 
jobs; their applications were not taken or processed. 

Reacting to change, the Memphis American Legion raised $10,000 to finance a sus- 
tained showing of J. Edgar Hoover's film Masters of Deceit in every public school. 
But the South was not singled out for change: race riots in the Watts section of Los 
Angeles in 1965 resulted in 34 deaths and $40 million in property damage. In 1967 
in Newark, New Jersey, 26 people died and 1,500 were injured; in Detroit that 
same year 40 people died and more than 1,000 were injured in an eruption that 
required 4,700 U.S. paratroopers and 8,000 National Guardsmen to quell. 



278 



1960-1969 



"A New Cash Crop for Rural America," advertisement by 

National Association of Real Estate Roard, Life Magazine, 

November 15, 1968: 

"The biggest migration of this century has been from America's small towns 
to the big cities in search of jobs. The Make America Better program of the 
Realtors salutes Mountain Home, Arkansas, a small community that is suc- 
cessfully reversing this trend. Like most farming communities, Mountain 
Home was steadily losing its people to the cities. The economy slumped 
steadily until the town grabbed itself by the bootstraps and began to pull. 
Though handicapped by limited assets, it succeeded in attracting two indus- 
tries to locate in the county. As a result, while most rural areas continue to 
lose population, Mountain Home is gaining steadily. Now that good jobs 
are available at home, a surprising number of former residents are coming 
back. And families who otherwise would have emigrated to overpopulated 
cities are staying at home... Help make America better. Join with the 85,000 
Realtors in their Make America Better Program." 
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1969 Profile 
Protesting Vietnam 



Civilians 

Greg and Ellen Watson of Charleston, West Virginia, have found that the decision to voice 
their opposition to the Vietnam War, even at the risk of social, financial and professional 
consequences, has yielded some unexpected results. 




Greg and Ellen Watson were concerned about the 
direction of war in Vietnam. 



Life at Home 

Ellen Watson was never considered a radical, not even a quali- 
ty rabble-rouser on a cranky day. 

She rarely attended public meetings, except for the PTA and 
Women's Club at the church, and never, ever spoke up, unless 
it was to volunteer for the food committee. 
Her husband, Greg, was even less flamboyant. 
Greg always preached to Ellen and the three girls that he was 
performing his civic duty when he got up every day and worked 
hard to support those who didn't. 

So, the Watsons speaking at an antiwar rally was a strange sight 
indeed. 

After all, Greg had served in World War II, and Ellen's father had 
been decorated for his service in France during World War I. 
Ellen would claim that their daughter Carol led them to this 
decision, but Greg insisted the momentum had been building 
for a while. 

A sophomore at Marshall College in Huntington, West 
Virginia, Carol had been talking about the nationwide morato- 
rium planned for October 15. 

The youngest of three girls, Carol was polite, adventurous, 
challenging — and always Carol. 

Moratorium participants were asked to stay home from school, 
and for businesses to close on October 15 to send a message to 
President Nixon that the war should end now. 
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After first broaching the subject to her parents of cutting class in protest, Carol 
asked how they would feel if she attended a rally and maybe was arrested. 
Clearly, this was not the type of thing children from Charleston, West 
Virginia, had been raised to do. 

Greg had been willing to support the war for President Johnson, believing the 
president knew things he couldn't reveal, but when the death toll continued 
to mount, Greg grew silent. 

He recalled that Eisenhower had misled America on the U2 incident, Kennedy 
on the Bay of Pigs, Johnson on the Gulf of Tonkin, and now Nixon was talk- 
ing peace and acting war. 

It did not help that America was spending $2 billion a month to help a South 
Vietnamese government that appeared authoritarian and corrupt; at this 
pace, inflation would definitely be right around the corner. 
Besides, during the 1968 election, Nixon announced he had a plan to end the war. 
Greg was a man who took politicians at their word, and wanted to see the plan. 
For the first time, the Watsons talked about the war and the nearly 1,000 sol- 
diers who had died in combat during the past two months. 
They began reading the Washington Post to see what the big city papers had 
to say about it. 
None of it was good. 

The peace talks were in disarray, drug use among soldiers was rising, the 
politicians and generals were fighting each other, and the Negro civil rights 
leaders said that too many black men were dying in southeast Asia. 
The Hiltons down the road still were unable to believe they had lost to the 
war their oldest son, who was supposed to take over the hardware store. 
Big Bob had trained Little Bob in everything from fertilizer to plumbing supplies. 
Everyone in town, it seemed, was at the funeral. 




B52s Hammer 
Suspected Viet 
Jungle Base 

U.S Pushes Buildup; 
4th Division Men 
Fly to Highlands 

SAIGON. South Viet Nam 
(AP) — High-altitude B52$ from 
Guam poured 750-pound bombs 
today into a suspected Viet 
Cong jungle base south of Da 
Nang where the Communists 
are believed massing for opera- 
tions. 

A military spokesman said 
the eight-engine jets hit almost 
the same region plastered by a 
B52 strike yesterday. The target 
today was a suspected Viet 
Cong concentration and base 
camp area. 

Da Nang, site of a big U.S. air 
base, is about 380 miles north of 
Saigon. 

Although the air war contin- 
ued unabated, no significant 
ground action was reported 
either early today or late yes- 
"|day, a U.S. spokesman said. 

Infantry Sweep Ends 

I n e military operation, 

ned Kolo, ended Saturday 

ht, U.S. military headquar- 

5 said. The two- week sweep 

the U.S. 25th Infantry Divi- 

fi about 25 miles northwest of 

capital accounted for 40 Viet 

ig dead and 25 captured. 

the centra! highlands, a :i- 

man U.S. infantry brigade 

5sh from the United States 

in yesterday to beef up 

forces blocking a 

attempt to slice 

• 
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WITHDRAW '^ . 




PEACE 

IS THE WAT" 




Since the Hiltons were just simple folks who worked hard and minded their own 
business, they didn't know how to protest. 

When Ellen decided that Carol was leading them in the right direction, she finally 
found the courage to tell Mary Sue Hilton that she was planning to attend the mora- 
torium and read out the name of William Edward Hilton, among others. 
Ellen held her breath waiting for a reaction. 
1 Mary Sue simply said that would be fine. 

• Greg was experiencing similar struggles: How do you tell your coworkers at a 
car dealership you think America should tuck tail and run from a fight? 

• As parts manager, he was well-respected for his work, knowledge and coop- 
erative spirit, but he was hardly an opinion leader. 

• What would people say when he didn't show up for work? Or should he just 
take the day off? Or be really bold and tell the boss to shut down that day? 

He was afraid they would think he'd turned hippie. 

The moratorium began as a campus-based program, with college-town canvassing, 
leaflet distribution, class-cutting, seminars, candlelight processions and readings of 
the names of the war dead at colleges and universities. 

• The aim of the activities was to pressure President Nixon into altering his course 
and bring the troops home faster than he intended. 

• Carol was pleased with her parents' decision, but her oldest sister Helen was furious. 

• Helen vented over the phone to her father: This type of thing could harm her 
husband's law practice; the Watson name would be mud; her children — their 
grandchildren — would be shunned; could her parents even be trusted to keep 
the kids anymore? Wasn't he aware that bank loans could disappear because 
of his weirdo ideas? 

Greg finally told his daughter to grow up, and hung up the phone on her ranting. 
Neither Ellen nor Greg expected Helen and the kids to appear for customary 
Sunday supper after church. 
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Life at Work 

• The night before the moratorium, Ellen created black crepe paper armbands as a 
sign of solidarity, and though Greg said it was silly, he wore one anyway. 

• Shortly after Ellen and Greg Watson arrived at the gathering site near the town's 
war memorial, several people tried to start an antiwar chant, "Out Now, Out 
Now," but it died at birth. 

• A few moments later, efforts to sing "Blowin' in the Wind" fared little better. 

• Ellen knew she needed all her energy just to read the alphabetized E through J 
names of the war dead. 

• When the moratorium organizers learned that Ellen was willing to participate, they 
offered to let her go first with the A through D names, but she knew that would be 
too hard. 

• Being second would suit her just fine, if she could get through the Hs without tear- 
ing up at the name William Edward Hilton. 



"I've never marched, 

rallied, picketed, 

demonstrated or 

otherwise created a 

public fuss in my life — 

but this war 

has gone on too long." 

— Lifelong Republican 

Alan Coburn of 

Washington, DC 




Clearly, this group was not gathering for fun; most atten- 
dees had never opposed anything before, especially nothing 
as significant as the U.S. president and his policy in Vietnam. 
For about 10 minutes, they simply stood awkwardly. 
Then, as the first candle was lit, Greg knew there was no 
turning back. 

For a moment, he wished he could have mustered the 
courage to read the names himself, but then he looked at 
Ellen and realized how nervous she was. 
Unsure of what was proper etiquette at an antiwar rally, it 
had been decided in advance that church candles would be 
lit first, then an Episcopal priest would lead the Lord's 
Prayer, followed by the reading of names. 
The first name read was one Ellen did not know, but the 
second, Alfred Allen Anderson, was the son of a high 
school classmate. 

She hadn't even known of her friend's loss, but realized she 
had no time to mourn now. 



283 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 




On October 15, spectators came to support 
the "President and the war; others, like Eugene 
McCarthy, came to condemn the fighting. 



The first reader was nearly through the D names; Edmund Perry 
Dallas . . . David Templeton Dukes. . . 
For Ellen, these moments were terrifying and exhilarating. 
She wanted to throw up, but couldn't possibly consider such an act 
in public. 

When she started reading the names out, she was startled by the 
flash of a photographer's camera, and realized that tomorrow, all of 
Charleston would know what she had done. 

"Ellen the activist and the quiet Greg are now a hippie couple. . . . 
What do you think of that?" 

Well, let them talk, she thought; Greg and Ellen Watson want the 
war to end. 

Then, she saw Mary Sue Hilton, still wearing black and carrying the 
American flag that had been draped on Little Bob's casket. 
Big Bob wasn't there and Mary Sue seemed unsteady in her mission. 
She had come to hear the name of her son read out in public as one 
of America's war dead, while she clutched the flag. 
Old Mrs. Rice, dressed in her Sunday best, stood defiantly with a 
sign taped to her pocketbook reading, "God Bless our President." 
Two teenagers drove by, yelling, "Dirty commies!" but did not stop. 
The next morning, the Washington Post reported that "uncounted 
and uncountable thousands of Americans demonstrated their oppo- 
sition to the Vietnam War yesterday in one fashion or another all 
across the nation." 

• According to the story, crowds ranged from 100,000 on 
Boston Common to a rain-drenched 1,500 in San Francisco, 
30,000 on the New Haven Green to 10,000 at Rutgers 
University, about 5,000 in the center of Minneapolis to 
50,000 on the grounds of the Washington Monument. 

• The reporters said: "3,500 braved a six-inch snowfall in 
front of the state Capitol in Denver to hear speeches and 
the reading of names of the state's 567 war dead." 

• Despite snow and 15-degree temperatures, 20 stood 
through the night in front of a war memorial on the 
Wyoming University campus at Laramie. 
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Some students 
protested by ring- 
ing a bell for each 
life lost in Vietnam. 



Sixty-five people in small, conservative Charleston, West Virginia, felt 
about right, Greg told Carol, as she relayed her own protest activities. 
Carol had helped ring an old church bell for three days, striking 
the bell once every four seconds in memory of each U.S. soldier 
killed in Vietnam. 

There were only minor incidents of violence nationwide, and few 
arrests. 

In Phoenix, Texas, a mother of a sailor killed in the war demand- 
ed that his name be excluded from a list being read at a morato- 
rium rally. 

The crowds were overwhelmingly white, generally but not always 
predominantly young, and included a number of middle-class, 
middle-aged "respectables" who now believed direct action was 
necessary to end the war. 
After the rally at the Monument grounds in Washington, DC, 
30,000 marched past the White House carrying candles. 

According to aides, President Nixon kept a business-as-usual schedule, having stat- 
ed that he does not propose to be the first American president to lose a war. 
He has begun a unilateral withdrawal of the bulk of American forces in Vietnam, and 
some military commanders have been reined in so tightly, a unilateral cease-fire prevails. 
Life magazine is calling the one-day moratorium "a display without historical par- 
allel, the largest expression of public dissent ever seen in the country." 




The October 15 Vietnam Moratorium 

• The nationwide protest was initiated by three activists: David Hawk, Sam Brown 
and David Mixner. 

• They raised $75,000 and enlisted the pledged support of more than 100 student- 
body presidents. 

• Brown is 25 years old and the main fundraiser, beginning as a National Student 
Association activist during the "Dump President Johnson" movement that lead to 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy's presidential challenge. 
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SUPPORT 

OUR BOYS 



VIETNAM 



He has won a reputation as a first-rate choreographer of mass movements. 

Twenty-four-year-old Hawk, whose primary focus is opposing the draft, has a 

background in civil rights work in Georgia and staff work for Allard 

Lowenstein, the student protest leader. 

Currently, he faces imprisonment as a draft-resister; last spring, he directed a 

we-won't-go letter to President Nixon from 250 student presidents and editors. 

Mixner, also 24 years old, is a union organizer with a specialization in farm 

laborers — his father being one. 

Mixner is also a member of the McGovern Commission for Reform of the 

Democratic Party. 
In addition, the moratorium gained support from nationally recognized indi- 
viduals such as baby doctor Benjamin Spock and Coretta King, wife of the 
civil rights leader, Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In Washington, thousands gathered to participate in a candlelight parade led 
by Mrs. King. 

In her remarks, she said, "Forty thousand Americans have been given as sac- 
rificial lambs to a godless cause. When will it cease? While we spend billions 
of dollars in Vietnam, we have ignored our problems at home." 
Sam Brown is planning another massive demonstration for November 14 and 
15 if Nixon refuses to change the present policy and accelerate withdrawal. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1969 



To protest the Miss America Pageant, feminists dropped girdles and bras in the trash 
Approximately 484,000 U.S. soldiers were fighting in Vietnam 
After weeks of debate, the delegates from the United States and Vietnam were only 
able to agree on the shape of the table to be used when South Vietnam and the 
National Liberation Front joined the talks 

Black militant defendant Bobby Seale was ordered bound and gagged by Judge Julius 
Hoffmann when Seale repeatedly disrupted the Chicago Seven Conspiracy Trial 
Rock concerts drew millions as groups such as the Rolling Stones, the Who, Joan 
Baez, Jimi Hendrix and the Jefferson Airplane launched tours 
A copy of the first printing of the Declaration of Independence sold for $404,000 
One study of deferment policies showed that a high-school dropout from a low- 
income family had a 70 percent chance of serving in Vietnam, 64 percent for a high 
school graduate, and 42 percent for a college graduate 

The Johnny Cash Show, Hee Haw with Buck Owens and Roy Clark, and The Bill 
Cosby Show premiered on television 

U.S. universities made ROTC voluntary or abolished the program altogether fol- 
lowing student protests 

Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins landed on the moon; Armstrong 
and Aldrin collected nine pounds, 12 ounces of rock and soil, and remained on the 
moon 21 hours, 31 minutes 

Richard Schechner's Dionysus in 69 emphasized group participation in the theater: 
Each night a woman from the audience was selected to have sex on stage 
John Lennon and Yoko Ono married 

Nationwide, 448 universities experienced strikes or were forced to close; student 
demands included revision of admissions policies and the reorganization of aca- 
demic programs 

Penthouse magazine, vasectomy outpatient service and automated teller machines 
made their first appearance 

The 17-point underdog New York Jets, led by quarterback Joe Namath, upset the 
Baltimore Colts to become the first AFL Super Bowl winner 

Robert Lehman bequeathed 3,000 works valued at more than $100 million to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 

Bestsellers for the year included Portnoy's Complaint by Philip Roth, The Love 
Machine by Jacqueline Susann, The Godfather by Mario Puzo and Naked Came the 
Stranger by Penelope Ashe 

Hippie cult leader Charles Manson and followers were charged with the Hollywood 
murders of pregnant Sharon Tate Polanski and six others 
The first draft lottery was held 
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Selected Prices 

Acne Solution $2.98 

Airline Fare, Delta $74.70 

Camera, Polaroid $50.00 

Dinette Set, Five Pieces $119.88 

Flag Set $44.88 

Food Processor $39.95 

Guitar $97.95 

Locomotive, Tyco $16.77 

Pepsi, Six Bottles $0.59 

Sewing Machine, Kenmore $149.95 

Shoes, Women's Flats $6.97 

Spray Paint $1.49 

Television, Magnavox $650.00 

Tile, Vinyl Asbestos Floor $12.50 

Vitamins, 100 Tablets $1.49 
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"In Duluth, a Mother of Five Joins the Campaign 

against War," Nan Robertson, The New York Times, 

October 16, 1969: 

Mary Carolyn Lennon Fleege shivered in the frigid wind off Lake 
Superior at her first peace rally today, whispered a few "Hail Marys" to 
herself and tied a bit of white rag to her sleeve in public mourning for 
the men who died in Vietnam. 

She sang antiwar songs and "America the Beautiful" in a light sopra- 
no in front of the county courthouse and confessed that never in her life 
had she done anything nearly so daring. 

Mrs. Fleege is a 34-year-old housewife with a broad, open Irish face, 
the mother of five small children and the wife of an engineer for the 
Minnesota Highway Department. She describes herself as a "ghetto 
Catholic" who has just begun to move out into a world of new and 
sometimes painful ideas. 

Today, she took her children out of classes for 90 minutes to go to a 
memorial service at the Duluth campus of the University of Minnesota 
and later joined several thousand persons, mostly high school and col- 
lege students, at the downtown demonstration. Her actions climaxed a 
year of private worry about the war. 

For 30 minutes, Mrs. Fleege and the others sat mutely on the cold 
ground before the courthouse. When the rally dispersed, after the Mayor 
of Duluth had complimented those present on their good behavior, Mrs. 
Fleege went home to tend her children, put another load of washing 
through the machine and bake the supper casserole. 
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"Antiwar for Everyman," The New Republic, September 6, 1969: 



On the nation's campuses, when young men still 
face the draft, the antiwar clock has begun to 
tick again. Beginning October 15 with a one- 
day "moratorium" (to sidestep the more 
inflammatory word "strike"), the Vietnam 
Moratorium Committee plans to retool the dor- 
mant campus antiwar machine and launch it on 
a campaign to pressure the Nixon administra- 
tion to do either of two things: Negotiate a 
Vietnam settlement or get out fast. The empha- 
sis in both cases is speed. 

Moving from the teach-in of 1967-68 to the 
teach-out, college students this year will be 
asked to forsake the homogeneous campus and 
go out into the community, where the door-to- 
door canvassing techniques that worked so well 



for Sen. Eugene McCarthy in New Hampshire 
will be used. The committee hopes to involve 
labor, business, professional and academic 
groups in a revived antiwar effort which would 
escalate to a two-day moratorium in November, 
a three-day affair in December and so on. The 
goal is a national moratorium to protest the 
war' — a day when normal activity ceases and 
everyone's business is some sort of antiwar 
activity. 

The purpose of the October 15 Moratorium 
is that of "putting an end to the most tragic mis- 
take in our national history — the cruel and 
futile war in Vietnam. We meet today to call our 
government away from folly into the paths that 
lead to peace." 
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"The Search for a Nexus— Vietnam and the Negroes," William F. Buckley, Jr., 
National Review, August 22, 1967: 




There is a shift in the mak- 
ing — a shift in public opin- 
ion on the question of the 
Vietnam War, and in the 
strange way it relates to the 
Negro problem, or rather is 
being made to relate to the 
Negro problem. There are 
signs everywhere, and from 
very important people. The 
most significant, in my 
judgment, is the recent declaration of Bishop Fulton 
Sheen that we should unilaterally pull out of 
Vietnam. Bishop Sheen is neither senile nor loose- 
minded. His anti-Communism is unalloyed, and his 
knowledge of the strategic realities is unsentimental. 
I put off for another day an analysis of the bishop's 
reasoning — for the present purposes it is significant 
to note merely that he has taken that position, and 
that he is an enormously influential priest. 

Moreover, a priest who is grimly engaged at the 
moment, as Bishop of Rochester, in attempting a 
substantive reconciliation between the Negro and 
white people in that tense city. Notwithstanding his 
great urbanity and learning, he is at heart an evan- 
gelist — and he is asking for nothing less than recon- 
ciliation, between white and Negro, but also 
between white and yellow. 

At this point, the mind sets out doggedly in 
search of a nexus. Is there one between the Negro 
problem and the Vietnam War? The effort is being 
made to find one, and we can trust to the ingenuity 
of the politician to discover one. During the week- 
end, Senator Robert Kennedy went on a paralogistic 
spree. The occasion was a Democratic fundraising 
dinner in San Francisco, the immediate purpose of 
which was to show the great big biceps of Speaker 
Jesse Unruh, who was recently worsted at the O.K. 
Corral by the deft gunmanship of Ronald Reagan. 
Senator Kennedy got his usual running ovation. But 
it was interrupted by a special ovation when he 
called on the American people to note the "mon- 
strous disproportion of anyone willing to spend 



billions for the freedom of others while denying it to 
our own people." That is one of the political effu- 
sions which are the highest testimony to the moral 
and intellectual emptiness of the political idiom. 

The costliest riot in United States history took 
place a few weeks ago in Detroit, whose Demo-crat- 
ic mayor, a long-time hero of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, can hardly be said to have conspired against 
the freedom of the Negro people. But the senator 
was just warming up. "We cannot allow involve- 
ment in the name of independence and democracy 
in Vietnam to interfere with democracy for our own 
people." Another burst of applause, more testimo- 
ny to non-thought. Who is asking that democracy 
for the Negroes be put off until the end of the 
Vietnam War? Lyndon Johnson? Ronald Reagan? 
Abigail Van Buren? 

And then the old blackmail: "We must reject 
the counsel of those willing to pass laws against 
violence while refusing to eliminate rats." It's 
sentences like that one that discredit the demo- 
cratic process. Sentences like that one plus the 
applause they receive. 

But the outline emerges. Somehow, our commit- 
ment in Vietnam is one cause of the riots in the 
United States. Get it? Remember it: The one-two will 
be very prominent in the rhetoric to come. This is to 
begin with the sick-at-heartness over the Vietnam 
war of which Bishop Sheen's manifesto is the expres- 
sion. Then there is the dazed American attitude 
towards the riots. . . . why? why? why? There are 
politicians around who think they can supply a 
viable answer. 
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"From GIs in Vietnam, Unexpected Cheer," Life, October 24, 1969: 




To find out how American 
troops righting in Vietnam 
regard the moratorium, 
Life correspondent Hal 
Wingo interviewed about 
100 men in eight different 
units scattered from I 
Corps in the north to III 
Corps in the provinces 
around Saigon. He concen- 
trated on young draftees and enlisted men who 
had been in combat recently. Here is his report: 

My conversations led me to four main con- 
clusions: 

• Many soldiers regard the organized anti- 
war campaign in the U.S. with open and 
outspoken sympathy. 

• The protests in the U.S. are not demoral- 
izing troops in the field. 

• Nearly all feel the Paris peace talks are a 
fraud. 

• The troops believe President Nixon has 
done a good job so far in pulling Americans 
out of Vietnam. 

The biggest frustration comes from the feeling 
that nothing has been accomplished in Vietnam, 
and that nothing is likely to be. To some men, the 
moratorium makes particular sense because they 
feel forgotten. "Outside our families," says Army 
Pfc. Chris Yapp, a 4th Division civil affairs team 
member in a Montagnard village, "I think the 
protesters may be the only ones who really give a 
damn about what's happening." 

Repeatedly, even those opposed to the idea of 
peace demonstrations at home admit to uncertain- 
ty about what the United States has bought with its 
investment of 39,000 lives. "I don't even know 
what I'm fighting for," says Marine Pfc. Sam 
Benson. "I'm just out in the bushes getting shot at." 
Few men argue that we are here to stop commu- 
nism and give the Vietnamese a chance for a better 
life. Most feel the Vietnamese themselves couldn't 
care less what kind of government they have. "I 



don't see the threat to these people if they do have 
a communist government," says SP4 Richard 
Beshi, 25th Division infantryman at Cuchi. 
"They're going to be rice farmers regardless of who 
is running Saigon. ..." 

For some of these young men, the disillusion- 
ment has been far more painful than for others. 
Pvt. Jim Beck, 19, from Philadelphia, had high 
personal motives for coming to Vietnam. His 
brother was killed at Khesan on July 4 last year. 
The brothers were Italian immigrants who hoped 
to gain American citizenship more quickly by vol- 
unteering for military service. "I came partly for 
revenge," says Beck, a 101st Division medic, "but 
now I have lost all faith. The demonstrators are 
right to speak up because this war is wrong and it 
must be stopped." 

By no means are all the troops opposed to the 
war. Some would like to get on with it in a bigger 
way, and one repeated complaint heard against 
the demonstrators was that voiced by Marine Sgt. 
Howard Clarke, who is on his second tour in 
Vietnam. "People who haven't been here and suf- 
fered," Clarke argues, "have no right to bitch and 
moan about what is going on." First Division 
Infantryman Hascal Dennison, 21, sees the 
protests only slightly 
differently. "They have 
the right," he says, 
"but they are wrong." 
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"Vietnam Debate, Will it Help or Hinder Peace?" U.S. News & World Report, 

October 20, 1969: 




Fighting dropped off in 
Vietnam — but there was no 
breathing spell in Washington. 
Pressures, protests and discus- 
sion swirled around the White 
House. Critics — of all stripes — 
demanded the president "do 
something to end the war." 
There was argument, too, 
whether the protesters were doing more harm 
than good in the hazardous search for peace. 

Almost before many realized what was hap- 
pening, Richard Nixon found himself in the 
vortex of a Vietnam "Great Debate" not unlike 
the one that dogged Lyndon Johnson's last year 
in the White House. 

President Nixon wanted a "60-day morato- 
rium" on national discussion of Vietnam in 
hope that he could use the time to break the 
deadlock with the communists. 

What Mr. Nixon got, instead, was a torrent 
of public reaction from prominent men in both 
of the major political parties, from the military, 
from campuses and elsewhere. 

The president was confronted with a variety 
of demands. 

Some insisted the war be stopped immediate- 
ly, at whatever cost. Others wanted the president 
to set a rigid deadline for troop withdrawal — or 
risk having Congress set one for him. 

At the other extreme, there were demands that 
the president reverse course, step up the war and 
strike a decisive blow against North Vietnam. 

Through the swelling debate and argument 

ran only one common thread: "Do something." 

Accompanying all this was a parallel and 

important issue: Will the mounting debate over 

Vietnam help or hinder the search for peace? 

On October 7, the view of the Nixon admin- 
istration was presented by Defense Secretary 
Melvin R. Laird, who charged that antiwar 
forces were trying to pressure the White House 
"into capitulation on Hanoi's terms." 



Said the defense chief in a speech to the 
AFL-CIO in Atlantic City: 

"Hanoi's strategy is clear: Expect to achieve 
victory by waiting for us to abandon the conflict 
as a result of the antiwar protest in this country. " 

Other administration sources, speaking pri- 
vately, were deeply embittered by the outburst 
of dissent in Congress and on the campuses. 
One official emphasized: "There is no doubt 
that each and every speech, and each and every 
demonstration helps the communist cause." 

The president's critics gave no sign of letting up. 
A massive nationwide "Vietnam Moratorium" on 
October 15 won the open support of a group of 
senators and congressmen who urged that the 
demonstrations continue until all troops are 
brought home. 

On October 8, Senator Frank Church (Dem.), 
of Idaho, and Senator Mark Hatfield (Rep.) of 
Oregon, teamed up to introduce in the Senate a 
resolution demanding complete disengagement 
from Vietnam. 

The Church-Hatfield move, one of several of 
a similar nature, was regarded as a key propos- 
al because of its bipartisan basis. At the heart of 
the resolution was a complaint that President 
Nixon was moving too slowly in bringing home 
the troops-a total of 60,000 during all of 1969. 

"At the present rate of withdrawal," the res- 
olution said, "American troops will be engaged 
in Vietnam for the next eight to 10 years." 

The essential argument of "doves" is this: It 
has been decided to get out of the war, so let's 
get out right now. 
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The turbulent legacy of the 1960s spilled into the 1970s, igniting racial unrest 
in the schools, rapidly shifting musical tastes and a plethora of women who 
declined to use their husband's name after marriage or insisted on being 
addressed as "Ms." Female enrollment in professional schools such as medicine 
or law grew rapidly, as did programs focused on the special problems of women 
such as job discrimination or the crime of sexual abuse. Social change was only 
one reminder of the 1960s and the Vietnam War; another was the spiraling cost 
of living set off by several waves of inflation. The result was a nation stripped of 
its ability to dominate the world economy, and a country on the defensive. In 
1971, President Richard Nixon was forced to devalue the U.S. dollar against for- 
eign currencies and allow its previously fixed value to float according to chang- 
ing economic conditions. By year's end, the money paid for foreign goods exceed- 
ed that spent on U.S. exports for the first time in the century. Two years later, 
Arab oil producers declared an oil embargo on oil shipments to the United States, 
setting off gas shortages, a dramatic rise in the price of oil, and rationing for the 
first time in 30 years. The sale of automobiles plummeted, unemployment and 
inflation nearly doubled, and the buying power of Americans fell dramatically. 

The economy, handicapped by the devaluation of the dollar and inflation, did 
not fully recover for more than a decade, while the fast-growing economies of 
Japan and western Europe, especially West Germany, mounted direct competi- 
tive challenges to American manufacturers. The value of imported manufac- 
tured goods skyrocketed from 14 percent of U.S. domestic production in 1970 
to 40 percent in 1979. The inflationary cycle and recession returned in 1979 to 
disrupt markets, throw thousands out of work, and prompt massive downsizing 
of companies — awakening many once-secure workers to the reality of the 
changing economic market. A symbol of the era was the pending bankruptcy of 
Chrysler Corporation, whose cars were so outmoded and plants so inefficient 
they could not compete against Japanese imports. The federal government was 
forced to extend loan guarantees to the company to prevent bankruptcy and the 
loss of thousands of jobs. 

The appointment of Paul Volcker as the chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board late in the decade gave the economy the distasteful medicine it needed. 
To cope with inflation, Volcker slammed on the economic brakes, restricted the 
growth of the money supply, and curbed inflation. As a result, he pushed inter- 
est rates to nearly 20 percent — their highest level since the Civil War. Almost 
immediately the sale of automobiles and expensive items stopped. 

The decade also was marred by the deep divisions caused by the Vietnam 
War. For more than 10 years the war had been fought on two fronts: at home and 
abroad. As a result, U.S. policy makers conducted the war with one eye always 
focused on national opinion. When it ended, the Vietnam War had been the 
longest war in American history, having cost $118 billion and resulted in 
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56,000 dead, 300,000 wounded, and the loss of American prestige abroad. 

The decade was a time not only of movements, but of moving. In the 1970s, 
the shift of manufacturing facilities to the South from New England and the 
Midwest accelerated. The Sunbelt became the new darling of corporate 
America. By the late 1970s, the South, including Texas, had gained more than 
a million manufacturing jobs, while the Northeast and the Midwest lost nearly 
two million. Rural North Carolina had the highest percentage of manufacturing 
of any state in the nation, along with the lowest blue-collar wages and the low- 
est unionization rate in the country. The Northeast lost more than traditional 
manufacturing jobs. 

The largest and most striking of all the social actions of the early 1970s was 
the Women's Liberation Movement; it fundamentally reshaped American society. 
Since the late 1950s, a small group of well-placed American women had attempt- 
ed to convince Congress and the courts to bring about equality between the 
sexes. By the 1970s, the National Organization for Women (NOW) multiplied in 
size, the first issue of Ms. magazine sold out in a week, and women began 
demanding economic equality, the legalization of abortion, and the improvement 
of women's role in society. "All authority in our society is being challenged," said 
a Department of Health, Education, and Welfare report. "Professional athletes 
challenge owners, journalists challenge editors, consumers challenge manufac- 
turers . . . and young blue-collar workers, who have grown up in an environment 
in which equality is called for in all institutions, are demanding the same rights 
and expressing the same values as university graduates." 

The decade also included the flowering of the National Welfare Rights 
Organization (NWRO), founded in 1966, which resulted in millions of urban 
poor demanding additional rights. The environmental movement gained recog- 
nition and momentum during the decade starting with the first Earth Day cele- 
bration in 1970 and the subsequent passage of the federal Clean Air and Clean 
Water acts. And the growing opposition to the use of nuclear power peaked after 
the near calamity at Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania in 1979. As the formal 
barriers to racial equality came down, racist attitudes became unacceptable and 
the black middle class began to grow. By 1972, half of all Southern black chil- 
dren sat in integrated classrooms, and about one-third of all black families had 
risen economically into the ranks of the middle class. 

The changes recorded for the decade included a doubling in the amount of 
garbage created per capita from 2.5 pounds in 1920 to five pounds. California 
created a no-fault divorce law, Massachusetts introduced no-fault insurance, 
and health food sales reached $3 billion. By mid-decade, the so-called typical 
nuclear family, with working father, housewife, and two children, represented 
only seven percent of the population and the family size was falling. The aver- 
age family size was 3.4 persons compared with 4.3 in 1920. 
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Elizabeth Clayton may have been educated back East, but her 
roots are Western, firmly planted in New Mexico. She is a sur- 
geon who has had to prove her expertise time and again to 
patients, other doctors, and even her grandfather, but has finally 
won the respect she deserves. 



Life at Home 

• Thirty-seven-year-old Elizabeth Clayton traces her Western 
roots to a decision her mother's side of the family made in 
1838 to move to New Mexico when it was still part of 
Mexico. 

• There, Elizabeth's grandmother met an American man named 
Clayton and they started a life, ranch and legacy together. 

• Today, her grandfather Bill Clayton is one of the largest 
landowners in the state of New Mexico and a political power 
throughout a four-state area. 

• The long family history in New Mexico includes the found- 
ing of what became one of the largest banks in town, a phar- 
macy, a railroad depot and a cattle empire. 

• Elizabeth's father is a senior officer at the bank where he still 
lives in the shadow of his larger-than-life father. 

• Elizabeth went to exclusive private schools back East for both 
her secondary and higher education. 

• After a year in Washington, DC, working for a lobbyist friend 
of her grandfather, she entered the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine. 

• Her grandfather was opposed to the idea of women doctors, 
but Elizabeth proved once again that she was the one person 
who could stand him down. 




Elizabeth Clayton is proud to be a surgeon. 
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Caro is fascinated by the space program. 



Ultimately, he not only agreed to the idea but decided to pay for it, as well. 
Eventually, medical school was all his idea. 

Today, he loves to tell friends that he has long felt Albuquerque needed a surgeon 
of Elizabeth's brains and talent. 

She feels that her one great error in life was falling for Dudley Bannon when she 
was in college. 

He was a scholarship student at the men's college near her school. 
Dudley had charm, the looks of an Adonis, and was captain of the golf team. 
In many ways he was the antithesis of Elizabeth, who is a sometimes blunt, plain- 
spoken intellectual who is most kindly described as "looking like she came from a 
good family." 

Elizabeth stands six feet tall, and is rail-thin with a prominent hook nose and pierc- 
ing dark eyes; she was known in school behind her back as "the Raptor." 
She married when she was in medical school and Dudley was working on the 
Philadelphia Stock Exchange. 

After her medical residency, she joined a practice in her home town where they 
moved, with Dudley joining the local office of a national brokerage firm. 
Many people were delighted to give their business to the charming young man with 
the excellent family connections. 

The couple built a Spanish adobe-style house in a developing subdivision, despite 
her grandfather's repeated offers of a house and land on his ranch. 
They had a full-time maid/cook who watched their two young daughters, 
Alexandra and Caroline. 

The girls, like their mother, were raised to be bilingual in English and Spanish, a 
fact which infuriated Dudley when the entire household, including the maid 
Esmeralda, would converse in Spanish, which he still struggled to understand. 
The high life soon got to Dudley; he was drinking heavily, and there were rumors 
of drug abuse. 

When the private detective hired by Elizabeth's grandfather caught him with a pretty, 
young cocktail waitress, his time in the sun ended abruptly. 

• Those people who had used his services because of the family 
connections began to avoid him. 

• He now lives in a small apartment and sees his daughters 
every Thursday night and every other weekend. 

• Elizabeth has retaken her maiden name, a rather daring 
step. 

• She would like to start dating again, but many men in New 
Mexico are intimidated by her success, her straightforward 
demeanor and her grandfather's towering reputation. 

• Only when she is alone with her girls does she allow herself 
to relax and be a little silly. 

• The oldest girl, Caroline, who prefers to be called Caro, is 
fascinated by the space program; she and her mother have 
put together scrap books on every U.S. mission including 
the first time a human walked on the moon. 

• At the time of the walk in 1969, Caro was seven and Alex 
five; they sat together as one and watched the first steps with 
amazement and unbridled excitement. 

• Caro was quick to say, "I'm going to do that one day." 

• Being smart has value in the Clayton home. 
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It's always a big day 
when the National 
Geographic arrives in 
the mail. 

After dinner, the family 
reads through the issue 
together, finds the places 
it talks about on the 
globe, examines the 
enclosed map and talks 
about trips they would 
like to take. 

Elizabeth thinks Caro 
and Alex are getting a 
good education in the 
public schools, although 
late at night she worries 
whether her girls are 
being challenged 

enough. 

She cannot imagine her 
children going East as 
she had for prep school; 
losing the company of 
her precious girls would 
be too much. 
The center of the chil- 
dren's social life is the 
country club. 
Esmeralda takes the girls 
there to go swimming on 
many afternoons. 
Caro swims like a fish; 
Alex spends all her time 
scrambling from the 
pool to the diving 
board and back again; 
no dive or dare is too 
much for her. 

Some weekends, they Elizabeth enjoys the unique 

drive out to her grandfather's ranch, across broad stretches of New Mexico style of Western art. 
that are rapidly being converted into the housing developments around 
Albuquerque. 

The girls love horseback riding with their great-grandfather, who tells them won- 
derful stories of New Mexico's past in the last century and beyond. 
It is hard for the girls to imagine that New Mexico was once part of other coun- 
tries — Spain, then Mexico — but most of all they fret that the interests of the origi- 
nal settlers, the Indians, were swept away by settlers, ranchers or cattlemen. 
On several occasions, their great-grandfather has taken them to ancient Indian 
dwellings, where they could explore natural caves containing dozens of rooms. 
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When the girls return, they are full of stories and questions, reminding Elizabeth of 
her growing-up experiences of discovering those mysterious markings created by 
the Anasazi. 



Life at Work 

• When Elizabeth Clayton first moved back to New Mexico after years of medical 
training in the East, considerable adjustment was required. 

• The West is much more informal, and even in a town as rapidly growing as 
Albuquerque, everyone, it seems, knows everyone worth knowing. 

• At first, Elizabeth felt she was under a microscope. 

• And, as a female surgeon, returning home after a dozen years away, she was cer- 
tainly the focus of immense curiosity and some hostility. 
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Men and women expressed anger at her position. 

Men were concerned that she would soon "waste society's investment" in her; 
women talked endlessly about the "motherless children" who would surely be neg- 
lected in the hectic life of a surgeon. 
But eventually, coming home felt good. 

One of her early surgical procedures involved a Navajo man who insisted that a 
sing ceremony, called a chant way, be performed before the operation. 
Elizabeth's extensive Eastern education had neglected this form of healing, but intu- 
itively she knew that it was critical to the health of her patient. 
During the sing, his blood pressure stabilized and a new red flush of circulation 
flowed into his cheeks. 

The operation, as well as the chant way, proved a grand success. 
Elizabeth knows she was invited to join the city's most prestigious medical practice 
because of her grandfather; several of the older doctors, who harbor a clear preju- 
dice for women in their profession, went out of their way to tell her so. 
However, through sheer determination and competence, she has made believers of 
her fellow physicians. 

The first time she was lead surgeon and the patient began to hemorrhage, the sen- 
ior surgeon assisting was greatly impressed by the calm way in which she evaluat- 
ed the situation. 

Elizabeth's even-voiced, precise instructions brought the emergency under control, 
earning her a measure of early respect. 

At the same time, Elizabeth is often frustrated, even appalled by the actions of fel- 
low doctors who are ignorant of Western ways. 

Many came to New Mexico to take advantage of the growth of Albuquerque with- 
out taking time to learn about the local culture. 

Recently, Elizabeth heard a Chicago-bred doctor ask an Indian nurse to help him 
communicate with a patient who spoke no English. 

"Sorry. I can't help you," she relied. "That man is a Navajo, and I am a Pueblo." 
Elizabeth was embarrassed when this educated man replied, "But you 
both speak 'Indian,' don't you?" 



Life in the Community: Albuquerque, New Mexico 

• Sparsely populated New Mexico is the nation's fifth-largest state, but 
boasts a population of only 1.04 million people, or approximately eight 
people per square mile. 

• Seventy percent of the population lives in urban areas, one-third in and 
around Albuquerque. 

• Currently, Albuquerque's population of 330,000 is similar to the state's 
total size when New Mexico was admitted to the union in 1912 as the 
forty-seventh state. 

• The Old Town of Albuquerque dates back 250 years. 

• Proud of its title, Land of Enchantment, New Mexico has one of the 
largest populations of Indians in the nation, most of whom have pre- 
served their traditional way of life. 

• Three major groups settled New Mexico: first Indians, then the 
Spaniards, and finally English-speaking Americans. 

• Because the Spaniards intermarried with the Indians, their descendants 
are called Spanish-Americans or Hispanos. 





The beauty of New Mexico is a constant 
delight. 
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The family often travels to the site of ancient Indian 
dwellings. 



Hispanos comprised the largest portion of the New 
Mexico population until the 1940s, but today represent 
only 25 percent of the census as a result of the rapid 
growth of the Anglo population in recent decades. 
At the same time, the number of Indians has also 
increased, growing from just under 35,000 in 1940 to 
73,000 today. 

The largest tribe is the Navajo, whose reservation is in the 
northwest corner of the state. 

More than 20,000 Pueblo Indians are scattered around the 
state on 19 different land grant areas. 
New Mexico's Indian heritage extends back 20,000 years, 
according to fossil and stone tool remains. 
Starting around 1500 AD, the Navajo and Apache tribes 
moved into the region from the north, followed some 
years later by the Utes and Comanches. 
European civilization got its first toehold in 1598 when 
Juan de Onate established a colony near the Chama River. 
Pedro de Peralta moved the capital of the colony to Santa 
Fe in 1610; today it is still the capital of New Mexico, 
making it the oldest seat of government in the United 
States. 

Despite Indian revolts, hard living and unpredictable rain- 
fall, the colonists maintained control of this lonely outpost 
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of the Spanish empire until 1821, when Mexico won independence from Spain and 
made New Mexico part of its territory. 

That same year, William Becknell opened the Santa Fe Trail to bring goods there 
from Missouri, cementing the region's role as a frontier trading and travel center. 
The Mexicans controlled the region for 25 years until the outbreak of war between 
the United States and Mexico in 1846. 

Two years later, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the war and gave the 
United States possession of New Mexico. 

In 1850, when Congress officially organized New Mexico as a territory, it included 
what is now Arizona and parts of present-day Colorado, Nevada and Utah. 
New Mexico obtained its present boundaries in 1863 when Colorado and Arizona 
were organized as territories. 

At the outset of the Civil War, Confederate troops captured much of New Mexico, 
including Albuquerque and Santa Fe, but the area was recaptured by Union soldiers 
in 1862. 

These battles were followed by the bloody Indian wars with the Mescalero Apache 
and the Navajo tribes, forcing them to live on reservations. 

More fighting followed in the 1870s when cattlemen and other groups fought for 
control of the state. 

The Indian wars continued; one of the last native Americans to surrender was 
Geronimo in 1886. 

After railroads linked the territory to the rest of the nation in the late 1800s, cattle 
and mining fed the prosperity of the state. 

Albuquerque was incorporated as a town in 1885; six years later, it was incorpo- 
rated as a city. 

The University of New Mexico, the state's largest university, was founded in 1889. 
In 1926, Route 66 gained its designation when the federal government first imple- 
mented its highway numbering system; the "Mother Road" supports a host of 
tourist and travel business. 

Two years later, Albuquerque entered the age of air travel with the opening of its 
International Sunport facility. 

During World War II, the federal government secretly built the town of Los Alamos 
in New Mexico's mountains, and in 1945 tested the atomic bomb built there in the 
White Sands proving grounds in southern New Mexico. 

Albuquerque's high-tech era also began with World War II, which saw the found- 
ing of Kirtland Air Force Base in 1940 and Sandia National Laboratories in 1949. 
Atomic power development, including the mining of uranium and the space pro- 
gram, have been part of the state's economy ever since. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1972 



In a 5-4 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that capital punishment was "cruel and 
unusual," pending further legislation from the states 

High-rated TV program Bridget Loves Bernie was canceled after religious groups 
objected to its Catholic and Jewish intermarriage scenario 

Porno films such as Deep Throat found a wide audience; the X-rated cartoon movie 
Fritz the Cat premiered 

Hit songs included "Let's Stay Together," "Lean on Me," "I'd Like to Teach the 
World to Sing," "Anticipation," "Rocket Man" and "You Turn Me On I'm A 
Radio" 

After 3,242 performances, Fiddler on the Roof, the longest-running show on 
Broadway, closed 

The reported annual salary of news anchorman Walter Cronkite was $250,000; a 
New York Yankees pitcher's annual income was $120,000 

President Richard Nixon won re-election over Democrat peace candidate George 
McGovern by a landslide 

Movie openings included The Godfather, Cabaret, Deliverance, The Poseidon 
Adventure, Flay It Again, Sam, Lady Sings the Blues and Last Tango in Paris 
The American Heritage Dictionary for children became the first to recognize "Ms." 
as a title 

Albert Einstein's prediction of a time difference in a moving clock was validated 
Disposable diapers were introduced 

Time/Life HBO subscription cable television began with a National Hockey League 
contest and the film, Sometimes a Great Notion 

Emmy Awards for the year were awarded to The Waltons for drama, All in the 
Family for comedy and The Julie Andrews Hour for variety 
Feminist leaders Gloria Steinem and Patricia Carbine founded Ms. magazine 
Following President Richard Nixon's visit to China, lacquer-red colors, silk pajamas 
and lotus-patterned gowns became part of women's fashion 
The First International Festival of Women's Films was held in New York City 
During the Summer Olympics in Munich, 11 died when Arab terrorists seized Israeli 
athletes as hostages 

Hawaii became the first state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment 
Black militant Angela Davis, who was once on the FBI's most wanted list, was 
acquitted of murder conspiracy charges 

The Players Association strike delayed the start of the professional baseball season 
by 13 days in the first major sports strike 

Congress passed Title IX prohibiting sex discrimination in federally funded educa- 
tion programs to include sports 

Bestsellers included Jonathan Livingston Seagull by Richard Bach, August 1914 by 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, The Winds of War by Herman Wouk, Dr. Atkins' Diet 
Revolution by Robert A. Atkins and I'm O.K., You're O.K. by Thomas Harris 
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Selected Prices 

Automobile, Volkswagen Sedan $2,999.99 

Biofeedback Monitor Kit $125.50 

BundtPan $2.99 

Calgon Bath Oil Beads $0.98 

Camera, Kodak Pocket $28.00 

Cassette Tapes, Package of Three $1.99 

Flashcubes $36.00 

Hair Spray, Adorn $1.09 

Microwave Oven, Radarange $450.00 

Pasta Machine $30.00 

Staple Gun $4.95 

Tires, Radial, Each $16.95 
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"If You Help Babies, They'll Do Well," Life, August 4, 1972: 



(Baby) Michele is at the other extreme of pedi- 
atric surgery from (seven year old) Lisa. She is 
only six weeks old, weighs 6.5 pounds and was 
born with a tumor in her chest. At first her 
pediatrician thought she had pneumonia, but at 
Johns Hopkins, Dr. (Alex) Hollar and Dr. 
Patricia Moynihan, who was completing the 
final year of her two-year residency in pediatric 
surgery, made the diagnosis: a massive and 
malignant tumor was growing in the baby's 
chest. Already she was having severe problems 
breathing, and without emergency surgery she 
would surely die. Dr. Moynihan's team faced 
enormous problems. Not only do infants pres- 
ent special surgical difficulties because of their 
size, but on the operating table and afterward, 
their bodies are subject to mercurial and dan- 
gerous shifts in heart, lung and kidney function. 
Special precautions are necessary. Against sud- 
den loss of body heat, Michele was warmed by 
a heating pad and an overhead sunlamp, and 
her arms and legs were wrapped in cotton 
padding. Her temperature, as well as her other 
vital signs, was constantly monitored. 
Anesthesia was given in carefully regulated 
doses. And as Dr. Moynihan operated on 
Michele's tiny chest with miniaturized instru- 
ments, the fluids leaving the body were meas- 
ured and replaced drop by drop. Since not all of 
the tumor could be cut out, silver clips were 
used to mark its perimeters and trace the effec- 
tiveness of the cobalt treatments that would fol- 
low. In all, surgery lasted an hour and a half. 
Then later, in intensive care, Dr. Moynihan lis- 
tened intently as the baby's compressed lung 
began to inflate and work again. (See graphic) 

There are about 200 surgeons in the U.S. 
today qualified to operate on and care for a 
baby like Michele. In a year, less than 20 are 
trained, under the guidance of experts like Dr. 
Hollar, at the dozen or so institutions that offer 
pediatric surgery as a specialty. More are need- 
ed, but the training is long — seven years in all 




after medical school — and the skills required to 
suture blood vessels no thicker than a kitchen 
match are as demanding as any in the surgical 
field. If and when surgery to correct defects is 
attempted on living fetuses, it will be done by 
just these surgeons. Right now, the most impor- 
tant and difficult parts of a pediatric surgeon's 
practice involve malignancies, as in Michele's 
case, or congenital — imperfectly formed or con- 
nected parts of the body — that instantly threat- 
en the life of an otherwise healthy newborn. 
"For too long," Dr. Hollar says, "we have said 
if a baby dies because it was born with a faulty 
trachea, for instance, that it's an act of God, or 
'I did my best but he wasn't strong enough to 
survive.' Well, I don't accept that. Babies are 
designed to live, and they're pretty hardy crea- 
tures when they are born. If you can help them, 
they'll do well." 



306 



1970-1979 



"Quotas: The Sleeper Issue of 72?," Newsweek, September 

18, 1972: 

The way to end discrimination against some is not to begin discrimina- 
tion against others." Richard Nixon, Miami Beach, August 23 

Every presidential campaign, no matter how predictably it may 
begin, seems inevitably to produce its surprise issue. This year, amid all 
the expected talk about the war in Indochina and the economy at home, 
the sleeper has turned out to be quotas — the real or imagined presence 
of statistical targets for the inclusion of women, blacks or some other 
minority groups in American industry, colleges and professions. Richard 
Nixon took aim at the issue in his acceptance speech, has kept up a 
steady fire ever since and pounded away at it with special vigor in his 
Labor Day oratory. And despite George McGovern's nimblest efforts to 
dissociate himself from the quota cause, the president seemed to be scor- 
ing political points. 

For the issue appears to have touched raw nerves and prompted what 
might be called the first respectable backlash since the civil rights move- 
ment began. The impetus toward quotas springs from a decade of effort, 
both governmental and private, to open up avenues of American society 
long closed to minorities. And it illuminates the obstacles that still 
exist — particularly for women in professions such as college teaching 
and for blacks in such traditionally white-only trades as the construction 
industry, where apprentice programs are just beginning to break the 
color bar. 

At the root of the controversy is the concept of "quota" itself a code 
word with enormously different meanings for different groups. For many 
women, blacks, Latinos and other minorities, it means simply a guaran- 
teed floor under efforts to achieve reasonable representation in fields pre- 
viously inhospitable to them. But for many people, the word is a curse. 
To American Jews, a quota has been historically not a floor but a ceiling — 
or a lock on the door. Only in the last generation have quotas restricting 
Jews all but disappeared from American life. To ethnic blue-collar work- 
ers, "quota" has come to mean the force-feeding of blacks at their 
expense. What's more, many fear that the philosophy of quotas may ulti- 
mately be taken to its logical extreme, a system of ethnically propor- 
tional representation in the U.S. that is finally unfair to individuals and 
stultifying to society as a whole. 
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"A Renewal of Broken 'Treaties," Interfaith Reporter, published by the San Fernando 

Valley Interfaith Council, May 21, 1971: 



On Sunday, May 23, the Valley Interfaith 
Council, in cooperation with churches and 
temples throughout the area, will be sponsor- 
ing a forum with representatives of Indians of 
All Tribes.... The purpose of this forum is to 
call on Christians and Jews to listen and 
respond to the crisis facing the Indian com- 
munity of California. It is as religious people 
that we have been asked to respect and pre- 
serve the sacred heritage of our Indian broth- 
ers. It is as American citizens that we are sum- 
moned to cherish and protect the right to reli- 
gious freedom guaranteed to us in the First 
Amendment. 



On April 22, 1971, twelve Indians were sen- 
tenced for trespassing and disturbing the peace 
at the Southwest Museum in Los Angeles. They 
had protested, in a very orderly manner, the 
public display of several religious articles. The 
facts of this issue have not been presented ade- 
quately by the news media for fear of political 
repercussions. Therefore, the Indians have had 
to come directly to you and me, the people. 

Financial assistance is urgently needed by 
the victims of this unjust action. Yet, more 
important is the support of the religious com- 
munity to call into question the legality and 
morality of this profoundly religious issue. 
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"The Moon, 'A Giant Leap for Mankind,' " Time, July 25, 1969: 



The ghostly, white-clad figure slowly descended 
the ladder. Having reached the bottom rung, he 
lowered himself into the bowl-shaped footpad of 
Eagle, the spindly lunar module of Apollo 11. 
Then he extended his left foot, cautiously, tenta- 
tively, as if testing water in a pool — and, in fact, 
testing a wholly new environment for man. That 
groping foot, encased in a heavy multi-layered 
boot (size 9_ B), would remain indelible in the 
minds of millions who watched it on TV, and a 
symbol of man's determination to step — and for- 
ever keep stepping — toward the unknown. 

After a few short but interminable seconds, 
Neil Armstrong placed his foot firmly on the 
fine-grained surface of the moon. The time was 
10:26 p.m. (EDT), July 20, 1969. Pausing 
briefly, the first man on the moon spoke the first 
words on lunar soil: 

"That's one small step for man, one giant leap 
for mankind. " 

With a cautious, almost shuffling gait, the 
astronaut began moving about in the harsh light 
of the lunar morning. "The surface is fine and 
powdery, it adheres in fine layers, like powdered 
charcoal, to the soles and sides of my foot," he 
said. "I can see the footprints of my boots and 
the treads in the fine, sandy particles." Minutes 
later, Armstrong was joined by Edwin Aldrin. 
Then, gaining confidence with every step, the 
two jumped and loped across the barren land- 
scape for two hours and 14 minutes, while the 
TV camera they had set up some 50 feet from 
Eagle transmitted their movements with 
remarkable clarity to enthralled audiences on 
Earth, a quarter of a million miles away. 
Sometimes moving in surrealistic slow motion, 
sometimes bounding around in the weak lunar 
gravity like exuberant kangaroos, they set up 
experiments and scooped up rocks, snapped 
pictures and probed the soil, apparently enjoy- 
ing every moment of their stay in the moon's 
alien environment. 



After centuries of dreams and prophecies, 
the moment had come. Man had broken his ter- 
restrial shackles for the first time and set foot on 
another world. Standing on the lifeless, rock- 
studded surface, he could see the Earth, a lovely 
blue and white hemisphere suspended in the 
velvety black sky. The spectacular view might 
well help him place his problems, as well as his 
world, in a new perspective. 
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"Angela Davis Legal Defense Fund Furor Described," Interfaith 

Reporter, published by the San Fernando Valley Interfaith 

Council, June 17, 1971: 

Presbyterian churches across the Valley and nation are reverberating in 
response to the allocation of $10,000 by the Council on Race to the 
Angela Davis Defense Fund. VIC member Dick Bunce gives this back- 
ground information: "At last year's General Assembly, the Council on 
Race was instructed to establish the Emergency Fund for Legal Aid, a 
fund budgeted for the amount of $100,000 per year. The purpose of the 
fund is to provide financial help for people of color who are incarcerated 
and cannot afford the cost of bail or the cost of hiring defense counsel 
adequate for a fair trial. The Session of the Presbyterian Church in Marin 
County and the Ethnic Church Affairs Office of the Synod of Golden 
Gate became convinced that Angela Davis was in particular need of an 
adequately financed defense in light of the negative publicity that sur- 
rounds her case. COCAR responded with the disbursement of $10,000 
for the Angela Davis Defense Fund. 

The Reverend Elder Hawkins, a former moderator of the General 
Assembly, Co-Chairman of COCAR, and a black person himself, 
explained the action... saying that equal justice is an inalienable right of 
all Americans, which means being assumed innocent until proven guilty. 
Mr. Hawkins and other Council spokesmen reminded the Assembly that 
in our society, even a person who is a black militant and a member of the 
Communist Party has a right to a fair trial when charged with a crime. 
Mr. Hawkins stated that his strong hope is that her political affiliation 
would not be used to confuse the issue, and that it would be understood 
that COCAR was acting in support of a fair trial and not of Miss Davis's 
personal views . . . 

Many churches in the Valley have protested the allocation. The ses- 
sion of Dick Bunce's church defeated a resolution to censure the COCAR 
action, and supported a resolution affirming the Presbyterian connec- 
tional system. (This system allows for disagreement between decision- 
making bodies.) 

Meanwhile, six prominent black clergymen have promised to repay 
the Church the $10,000 "as an affirmation that the cause of justice and 
liberation will triumph," Mrs. Ralph M. Stair, new moderator of the 
United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., has said. 
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1972 News Feature 

"Woman Lawmakers on the Move," by Louie Robinson, Ebony, October 1972: 

When black members of Congress take their seats for the 93rd annual session begin- 
ning in January, they will find their numbers bolstered to record proportions — some 17 
or so, depending upon the outcome of several November elections — three of them cer- 
tain to be black women. The Congress of the United States may never be the same. 

Already stunned by the dazzling emergence of N.Y. Congresswoman Shirley 
Chisholm as the first major woman candidate for president, the staid old legislative 
body will now have to deal with California's 
pretty Yvonne Braithwaite Burke and Texas' 
no-nonsense Barbara Jordan, both such tough 
political entities back in their own home dis- 
tricts that they wiped out their opponents in 
Democratic primaries. The Republicans will be 
able to mount only token challenges this fall. 

Identical in sex, race and the ability to get 
things done, the three women are, however, 
almost totally different in styles, making their 
presence in Congress all the more exciting. 
Mrs. Chisholm, of course, has made her mark, 
but the House will now have to recognize the 
congresswomen from California and Texas. It 
will have little trouble in doing so. 

Yvonne Braithwaite — as she is best known, 
the Burke having been added only last June by 
her marriage to businessman William Burke — 
is a 39-year-old Los Angeles attorney whose six 
years in the California assembly have been 
highlighted by her work in changing garnish- 
ment and housing development laws, and in 
bringing about equal minority opportunities in 
housing and jobs, and creating better consumer California Assemblywoman Yvonne Braithwaite Burke. 
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protection. Last year alone she introduced 72 bills (almost twice the normal number 
sponsored by a lawmaker), winning legislative passage of 31. Of these, 25 were signed 
into law. California Gov. Ronald Reagan vetoed the other six. 

But to win the Democratic congressional nomination this summer, 
Assemblywoman Braithwaite had to defeat colorful Los Angeles City Councilman Billy 
Mills. Both had large, loyal followings in the district. The fight could have been bitter 
and divisive, but the two candidates recognized, as Assemblywoman Braithwaite puts 
it: "We could destroy the community in the campaign, or we could carry on at a level 
that would not destroy the community." 

The resulting contest was lively but friendly. Mills went for the kind of local issues 
he knew best: better-lighted communities at night, cleaner streets. Assemblywoman 
Braithwaite talked about education, child care, the policies of lending institutions, the 




Senator Barbara Jordan of Texas. 
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changing priorities in terms of the war and defense spending. "I 
believe the black electorate is very sophisticated," she declares. 
"Black people felt my experience on the state level was more com- 
parable to what would have to be done on a national level." She 
took 54 percent of the vote and Mills announced he would support 
her in the general election. 

In Texas, Barbara Jordan has been chalking up a string of "firsts" 
to go with her legislative record. She is the first black woman state 
senator, the first black woman ever to preside over a state senate (she 
was elected senate president pro tempore for a special session of the 
Texas senate this summer), and, as governor- for-a-day on June 10 
during the absence from the state of both the governor and lieu- 
tenant governor, the first black person to ever serve as her state's 
chief executive officer. 

Like Assemblywoman Braithwaite, Sen. Jordan has seen about 
half of her bills passed in six years. Her legislative work has includ- 
ed preventing a highly restrictive voter registration act, giving Texas 
its first minimum wage bill ($1.25 an hour), bringing the first raise 
in workmen's compensation in 12 years, and setting up the state's 
Department of Community Affairs "in an attempt to bring identifi- 
able state focus on urban areas, housing and transportation." 

Sen. Jordan won her Democratic congressional nomination by 

forging a coalition of black, Mexican-American and labor votes in 

Houston's 11th district. But the Texas campaign differed in tone 

from the California one. "I ran my campaign on effectiveness — who >T ,, , _ 

New York Longresswoman 
got what done while he ran his campaign on me, Miss Jordan says of State Rep. Shirley Chisholm 

Curtis Graves, the principal of her three opponents for the congressional seat, who 
described her as "the best congresswoman that money can buy," in an obvious refer- 
ence to her well-financed, Lyndon Johnson-endorsed campaign. She responded by 
pointing out that, as a lawmaker, her opponent had managed to get only one bill 
through the legislature in six years. Sen. Jordan was also accused of trading her Texas 
senate seat for a slot in Congress, since recent redistricting in her home territory now 
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Save your family 
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That's about what four years of college costs these days. More 
than a lot of families can handle. The Army is awarding over 1,000 four- 
year ROTC Scholarships this year. If you're accepted, we'll pay for your 
tuition, your books and your lab fees, plus $100.00 a month. For up to 
10 months each school year. And ROTC only takes up about three to five 
hours a week of your time. 

You choose your own academic major. And you can select ,,--"' 
from over 290 colleges and universities. No matter where they are. / 
No matter how much they cost. 

If you like the idea of going to college with a big / 
part of the costs taken care of, see your high school 
Guidance Counselor about Armv ROTC Scholarships. 
You owe it to yourself. And your family. 

Army ROTC. The more you look 
at it, the better it looks. 
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makes it improbable that another black can be elected to the state senate in the near 
future. The senator declared that the special board drew up the new senate districts last 
year and she had no part in it. 

When the dust had settled over all the controversy, Barbara Jordan had smashed 
her opponents by rolling up an overwhelming 80.6 percent of the vote. 

Going into the November elections, Sen. Jordan will be facing an undistinguished 
Republican opponent in an area that is 42 percent black, nearly 15 percent Mexican- 
American and 70 percent Democratic. 



314 







1979 Profile 



Anna Martignetti is an art student who has struggled all her life against her family's 
and community's view of a woman's place; finally, as a senior in college, she is finding 
an environment in which she can flourish. 



Life at Home 

• Anna Martignetti is in her senior year at 
Massachusetts College of Art in Boston, only a 
short distance from the home she had lived 
nearly all her life. 

• She grew up in a poor area of the city, in a small 
three-decker apartment with her parents, and 
her older brother and sister. 

• Her parents were first-generation Americans; 
both sets of grandparents had come to the United 
States from Sicily early in the twentieth century. 

• Between 1880 and 1924 more than four million 
Italians arrived in America, many settling in 
major eastern cities such as Boston. 

• The National Origins Act of 1924 was passed to 
halt the massive immigration of Italians, Poles, 
Slavs, and Eastern European Jews. 

• The family follows the "old school" Sicilian 
rules of family structure — sons are treasured and 
privileged, while daughters are considered to be 
of far lesser value. 

• Even as a very young child, Anna questioned 
this thinking, inciting animosity in her father. 

• He often told Anna that he would have preferred 
that she had been born a boy. 




Anna Martignetti is finding herself as a woman and an artist. 
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Anna feels that boys are 
granted more privileges. 



• She keenly felt the inequality at home, where she had to 
clean her brother's room and iron his clothes. 

• Every Saturday, Anna and her sister did all the major house- 
cleaning before preparing Sunday dinner — alongside their 
mother, who worked full-time at a bank in downtown 
Boston. 

• As a child, Anna was often angry that her older brother had 
no household responsibilities, angry that she and her sister 
were not allowed to go out with friends as her brother did. 

• When her father assigned Anna a task, he would sit glaring 
at her while she worked. 

• Anna felt as though he was daring her to make a wrong 
move; frequently, he would scream at her in a rage she 
couldn't understand. 

• The children were all sent to Catholic school. 

• There, when students lined up for class, girls had to walk 
behind the boys, and were secondary in every aspect of edu- 
cation; even in the roll call, all the boys' names were called 
out first. 

Girls were not even allowed to take physical education, as the boys were. 

Anna's escape was music; she loved the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Carole King, 

Carly Simon, Steely Dan and David Bowie, among many others. 

When Goodbye Yellow Brick Road by Elton John was released, she had to have a 

pair of platform shoes and a jacket as much like the ones depicted in the drawing 

of him on the album cover as she could get. 

She always carried a picture of Mick Jagger and a photo of the Beatles in her purse, 

for the rough times. 

In her senior year of the girls' Catholic high school Anna attended, each student 

had to meet with the guidance counselor before graduating. 




Listening to music, especially the Beatles, is Anna's escape. 
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When Anna, who was an honor student, told the counselor she wanted to go to col- 
lege, the nun asked why she would want to do that when she could get a job as a 
secretary. 

This made Anna more determined to get an education. 

To study for the college entrance exams, Anna had to take time from her house- 
work, angering her father. 

Once, he bellowed at her, "I hope you don't make it into college!" 
She did not say a word to her father the day her acceptance letter arrived from 
Massachusetts College of Art. 



Life at School 

• Founded in 1873, Massachusetts College of Art was the first public art college in 
the United States. 

• The college is considered one of 
the three top art schools in the 
country. 

• Anna loves the stimulating 
atmosphere at college — the 
exchange of ideas, the enthusi- 
asm of the teachers, and espe- 
cially the opportunity to be 
creative. 

• This is a completely different 
world from anything she's ever 
known before; from the moment 
she arrived, she felt she 
belonged. 

• Finally, her gender was not an 
issue. 

• She marvels at the attitude of the 
male students and teachers, who 
are sincere in their praise of her 
artwork and do not expect spe- 
cial treatment for themselves. 

• As a freshman, Anna became 
involved with the Drop-in 
Center, where students come to 
talk to other students about per- 
sonal and school problems. 

• It provided her with a new per- 
spective about herself and the 
larger world. 

• As a prospective staff member, 
Anna was required to attend 
thorough training with the 
school nurse to learn first aid 
and various methods of dealing 
with the problems students 
might want to discuss. 




Anna attends the Massachusetts College of Art in Boston. 
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Slimmer than the fat cigarettes men smoke. 
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Vbu've come 

a long way baby 
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The candidates for staff positions stayed for a weekend at the nurse's house in Cape 

Cod for the intensive training. 

Anna's jaw almost dropped when she saw her male counterparts automatically 

picking up their own dishes after meals and doing their share of the cleaning up. 

This was truly an enlightened crowd, she decided. 

Upon returning home, she took a part-time job selling shoes on commission in a 

department store and soon moved into an apartment in Boston's South End with 

two other art students. 

Her mother said she would never forgive Anna for moving out. 

Work permitting, Anna goes to every women's rights or pro-choice rally she can; 

the women's movement is alive and kicking at school and in the country. 

It is invigorating, but confusing. 

Not all women agree with many of the tenets of the emerging philosophy; some are 

content with the status quo and have little interest in changing the status of women 

in the country. 

Anna can't understand why some women say they don't think they should be 

entirely equal with men; how can they insult themselves in that way? 
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How could women object to the statement in the Equal Rights Amendment pro- 
posal: "Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on account of sex"? 

Anna and other supporters of the Equal Rights Amendment lobby, march, rally, 
petition, picket, and commit acts of civil disobedience, but it will be a long road 
toward real equality. 

She is convinced that women's equality won't happen in her lifetime. 
Anna gets by on very little money. 
The bus ride to and from school costs $0.25 each way. 

On days she doesn't bring her lunch, she buys a Greek salad, which normally costs 
$1.25, in the school cafeteria. 

Most of her earnings go toward art supplies and the tuition of $450 per semester 
for in-state students. 

Anna loves watching her own views mirrored in films such as An Unmarried 
Woman with Jill Clayburgh. 

Colleges are also adjusting to the women's movement. 

MassArt recently added a course called "Women Artists" to supplement the hand- 
ful of female artists included in the large art history textbooks each course is 
assigned. 

Powerful female authors like Germaine Greer are also tackling issues such as the 
role of women artists in history. 

Anna is inspired by what seems to be going on in many places in the country. 
Women are demanding that barriers to their gender be broken. 
Just recently, Boston women marched on several restaurants and bars that prohib- 
it women from being served in certain sections of these establishments. 
They are also demanding equal pay for equal work; right now, a woman earns 
$0.59 for every dollar a man makes for the same job. 

Anna says wryly, that's fine, as long as women receive corresponding discounts on 
rent, utilities, and groceries, since these things cost the same for both men and 
women. 

Recently, Anna's work has begun to garner attention from several teachers. 
She has been influenced by a teacher who is an abstract painter, and her work is 
coming alive. 

Her painting, she and her teachers feel, is entering a bold, new, confident level. 
She has begun to add mixed media to the oil paint to create rich textures and shapes 
based on trees and bark. 
Anna is finding her style — at least for now. 

Her work had been chosen for a show at the college gallery, and although the paint- 
ing was not for sale, someone told the gallery director he wanted to get in touch 
with the artist so he could buy it. 

They settled on a price — $60.00 — and Anna made her first sale! 
When one of her painting teachers found out about the sale, he offered her a job to 
help design a brochure for a local radio station, and Anna jumped at the chance. 
Susan Tighe, a friend of Anna's on the Cambridge Arts Council, had shown Anna's 
work to some gallery owners. 

They came to visit Anna in her small workspace at school, and though she had been 
nervous at first, they all got along famously, drinking coffee and talking about art 
for two hours. 

That's how Anna got her first gallery show. 
She would be showing work with two other artists in a group show. 
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It was announced in several local newspapers, along with a picture of one of her 

paintings. 

When it came time for the opening, Anna was excited, and looked her best. 

Many of her friends came, along with people from the Arts Council, her mother 

and sister, and guests of the two other artists. 

She bemoaned the fact that she didn't have a business card. 

Some of the people who attended were extremely pretentious, but Anna knew they 

would be good people to know after college ended. 

She was exhilarated, selling three paintings out of six, and enjoyed the opening and 

the attention immensely. 

It was hard to let the sold paintings go, but she knew she would have to get used 

to it — she was now an exhibited artist, with more shows on the way. 



Life in the Community: Boston, Massachusetts 

Boston is a small city compared with other major cities in the country. 
It is a historic place, with its Beacon Hill district boasting nineteenth-century brick 
buildings with exquisite stone carvings and wrought iron fences. 
Its fashionable thoroughfare is Newbury Street, where galleries and boutiques are 
clustered within eight blocks. 

The Boston Common was the first public park in America, and was first used for 
grazing cattle. 

Now, along with the Boston Public Gardens, it is a picturesque setting with statues, 
flowers, a frog pond, and lovely weeping willow trees gracing the perimeter of the 
pond. 

In addition to the galleries, Boston is home to the Museum of Fine Arts, the 
Institute of Contemporary Art, and the large Boston Center for the Arts, where The 
Dinner Party, an installation by artist Judy Chicago, is coming next year. 
Premiering in San Francisco this year, it comprises a triangular table set for 39 emi- 
nent women from history; the table rests on a porcelain floor inscribed with the 
names of 999 other historical or famous women. 

The women represented are chronologically named, from "Primordial Goddess" 
and Hiawatha to Mary Wollstonecraft and Georgia O'Keefe. 
The installation is yet more evidence of the exciting liberation art and artists are 
experiencing. 

Many artists are redefining what is art, while casting aside formal traditions and 
techniques. 

Anna has arranged with some contacts at the Center to be involved in setting up 
the installation when it comes to town. 

She hopes to be exposed to new artists and gallery directors so she can continue the 
momentum in her work. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1979 



Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden spoke out against the use of nuclear power during a 50-city tour 
The U.S. Treasury issued the Susan B. Anthony dollar coin 

The U.S. National Weather Service began naming hurricanes for both men and women 
More than 315,000 microcomputers were purchased 

The United States Supreme Court ruled that husbands-only alimony laws were unconstitutional 
More than 290 women held seats on Boards of major corporations, double the total in 1975 
A New York Times poll reported that 55 percent of Americans saw nothing wrong with premari- 
tal sex, double the response a decade earlier 

Video digital sound discs, electronic blackboards, throwaway toothbrushes, Drabble cartoon in 
Seventeen magazine, and railroad trains operated exclusively by women all made their first 
appearance 

Jane Margaret Byrne became Chicago's first female mayor, defeating the man who had fired her as 
consumer affairs commissioner 

The divorce rate increased 69 percent over 1968; the median marriage lasted 6.6 years 
The National Coalition Against Sexual Assault formed rape crisis centers in 20 American cities 
The U.S. Air Force and Navy introduced maternity uniforms for pregnant military women 
Mother Teresa of India was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace 

Important paintings of the year included Susan Rothenberg's Pontiac, Ida Applebroog's Sure, I'm 
Sure and Alice Adams' Three Arches 

Controversy erupted in Boston when Gilbert Stuart's portraits of Martha and George Washington 
were moved from the Boston Atheneum to the National Gallery 
Viking I discovered a thin, flat ring of particles around Jupiter 

Control of mild hypertension was found to greatly reduce the incidence of heart attack 
Movie openings included Kramer vs. Kramer, All That Jazz, Apocalypse Now, Star Trek — The 
Motion Picture and The China Syndrome 
The high for the Dow-Jones Industrial Average was 907 
Franchise rights for a Dunkin' Donuts store cost $45,000 

TV premieres included Archie Bunker's Place, The Dukes of Hazzard and Knots Landing 
Marcia Carsey was named senior vice president of all prime-time series on the ABC network 
Massachusetts joined several other states in raising the legal drinking age from 18 to 20 
The John F. Kennedy Library, designed by I. M. Pei, opened in Boston 
U.S. Trust reported that 520,000 Americans were millionaires, one in every 424 
Judie Brown founded the American Life League whose goal was to prohibit abortion by constitu- 
tional amendment 

Judith Krantz received a record $3.2 million advance for the paperback rights to Princess Daisy 
An amendment to the 1964 Civil Rights law said employers with disability plans must provide dis- 
ability for pregnancy 
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Selected Prices 

Coffee Maker, Norelco $23.88 

Microwave Oven $168.00 

Calculator, Pocket, Texas Instruments $74.95 

CB Radio, Basic 40-Channel $39.88 

Turntable, Automatic $199.95 

Trash Bags, Box of 500 $19.95 

Bathroom Scale $17.99 

Pressure Cooker $10.88 

Vacuum Cleaner, Eureka $49.88 

Automobile, Toyota Corolla $2,788.00 

Sunglasses $7.99 

Perfume, Chanel No. 19 $9.50 




kM 



Kings dream. 
Kennedys courage 



:S*.« 



A decade of change. When confident leadership moved the nation in 
new directions. Here at home. And in outer space. Avco changed, too. 
Exploring new frontiers in technology and financial services. 

Yesterday, we designed and built the heat shields that brought 
Apollo Command Modules safely home. Today, we're producing a 
lightweight coating able to withstand 
metal- searing temperatures. Providing 
Irfesaving protection for the petro- 
chemical industry. 

In the Sixties, we began to organize 
Avco Financial Services and acquired 
The Paul Revere Companies. Today, . 
AFS is the third largest consumer 
finance company in the world. Serving 
clients in five countries. And Paul 
Revere is revolutionizing lile insurance 
with our innovative Super Standard Today, iimum* ■*> Mng m a™ 

Policy. Providing special premium rates SffiX^r*™" ' 
for people across the nation. 

Leading the way for fifty years. From 
aerospace to financial services, from ^*7/V\ JF^r^ 

research to manufacturing. Where Avco ^—/UM^Af L^ LJ 
leads, confidence fol lows. CORPORATION 



CORPORATION 



Where Avco leads, confidence follows 
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Gas: A Long, Dry Summer, Time, May 21, 1979: 



By tradition, Memorial Day starts the American 
summer. Beaches, amusement parks, resorts 
welcome their biggest crowds since the previous 
Labor Day. The roads are jammed with city 
families streaming out to picnic areas or camp- 
grounds. Next weekend, however, the stream 
may be more of a trickle, and some who venture 
forth may even be stranded, unable to find a gas 
station that will fill their tanks for the haul back 
home. Memorial Day could mark the point 
when the gasoline shortage of 1979 starts to 
hurt nationwide — and when American families 
finally realize that the nation's growing addic- 
tion to undependable supplies of foreign oil can 
really jeopardize its prodigal way of life. And 
although President Carter asked for standby 
authority to impose gas rationing, Congress last 
week rejected his proposal. The vote, a stunning 
defeat for Carter, reflected all too accurately a 
national unwillingness to face the facts about 
energy if doing so would mean any change in 
cherished habits. It left drivers vulnerable to 
what Press Secretary Jody Powell called "allo- 
cation by chaos." 



A so-far irresistible force is about to collide 
with an immovable object. The force is the aver- 
age American's desire to climb into his auto and 
take off, regardless of revolutions in Iran, soar- 
ing gasoline prices or presidential appeals to 
drive less. Gasoline demand has increased three 
percent since last year. No decrease at all has 
been noticeable since President Carter in April 
called on every motorist to reduce driving by 15 
miles a week. 

The immovable object is the empty service 
station. Why it may be empty is a complicated 
question, but the fact is inescapable: Gas sta- 
tions just do not have as much fuel to sell as 
they did a year ago. Each month, oil companies 
are allotting their station chains anywhere from 
five percent to 20 percent less gas than in the 
same month of 1978. Every month, many sta- 
tions are drained early, and in the last week of 
the month they start closing early in the 
evening, or on weekends, or until they get the 
next shipment. Come Memorial Day and the 
start of the great summer driving orgy, most 
experts predict serious trouble. 




NO NUKES 



under the sun 



W 
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"Hell, No, We Won't Glow," Time, May 21, 1979: 



With varying degrees of apathy, Washington has 
witnessed a demonstration by coal miners, 
farmers, chiropractors and bird watchers, by 
mimes protesting the imprisonment of six 
mimes in Spain, Tibetan-Americans complain- 
ing about their passports, and Strippers for 
Christ. But last week, in the wake of one of the 
largest marches since the Viet Nam era, in 
which more than 70,000 people assembled to 
protest the proliferation of nuclear-power 
plants, the capital began wondering whether an 
important movement may be in the process of 
being born. 

The most concrete evidence of such a 
process was the unexpected approval by the 
House Interior Committee of a six-month 



moratorium on all new nuclear plant construc- 
tion or licensing. Chairman Morris Udall had 
urged postponement of the vote until after a full 
investigation of the accident at Three Mile 
Island, Pa. But he found conservative 
Republicans joining liberal Democrats to pass 
the measure, and the full House is expected to 
pass it, as well. Said Udall afterward: "The 
potential is there for making nuclear power the 
centerpiece of politics in 1980. It has an intensi- 
ty of its own. " Representative Edward Markey, 
32, a Democrat from Maiden, Mass., who pro- 
posed the moratorium, was in his district last 
month talking to a man in his 70s. "You know," 
the old man told him, "I think those kids may 
be right again." 
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"Remembering the 1970s," The Boston Globe, 
December 16, 1979: 

The 1970s will be remembered as the dance boom decade in the United 
States when, in one year, more people attended ballet performances than 
NFL football games; when Russian defectors put dance into the political 
arena and onto the front page; when movies such as Saturday Night 
Fever and A Turning Point and musicals like A Chorus Line and Dancin' 
glorified and glamorized dancing; when millions of amateurs took the 
plunge and enrolled in ballet and modern dance classes. 

It was the decade when New York's position as undisputed dance 
capital of the world was solidified and when every dance company — bal- 
let, modern, or ethnic — gained credibility with New York reviews. It was 
the tapering off of an era of dominance by several of the greatest chore- 
ographers in the history of dance, now in their 70s and 80s: Balanchine, 
Ashton, and Graham have no obvious successors. 

Was the dance boom a craze or an indication that dance no longer 
occupies its traditional position as the stepchild of the arts, always 
underfunded and overlooked? Whatever the answer, there is a consensus 
that, coinciding tidily with the closing of the decade, the boom has 
peaked. There is less general, but growing, agreement that we are on the 
edge of an abyss full of economic woe and lacking in the strong artistic 
purpose which can make economic struggle worthwhile. 

Why did dance boom? Americans in the 1970s had more time and 
more money. Two of the most popular ways to spend these resources are 
in the arts and in physical fitness, and in dance, Americans got both for 
the price of one. We are fitness mad, as witness all the bestsellers on diet, 
running, sports and exercise. It has been convincingly documented that 
ballet is more physically strenuous than virtually all sports, and the large 
number of adults flocking to beginner ballet and other dance classes tes- 
tifies to a growing awareness of dance — but as exercise rather than as 
art. Part of our adulation for male Russian dance defectors is akin to our 
adulation for sports heroes. Their bodies are like ours, only better. They 
do the same things, only in extremes. Part of the current ascendancy of 
the male dancer is because he is more obviously an athlete than is the 
female dancer, who more often masks the difficulty of what she is doing 
to seem traditionally delicate. One sideline of the association of dance 
with fitness and the desire to look like a dancer is that in the 1970s the 
dancer's uniform, the leotard, became high fashion. 
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"Greer's Incisive Look at Female Creativity," by Robert Taylor, 
The Boston Globe, November 7, 1979: 

The Obstacle Race, The Fortunes of Women Painters and Their Work, 
by Germaine Greer. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 373 pp., $25 

The literature of the women's movement has produced few volumes 
more incisive than this. Germaine Greer {The Female Eunuch) is a writer 
of skill who marshals her arguments on the kinship of female creativity 
to male-dominated culture with a refreshing lack of the tendentious. 
Unfortunately, she sometimes contradicts herself, the book is uneven, 
and, as an art historian she casts too wide a net. "Why have there been 
no great women artists?" is the question she sets forth to answer. Though 
one may quibble over her terms (doesn't Berthe Morisot qualify, or Sonia 
Delaunay?), her intention is plain, and through the sheer volume of her 
examples she demonstrates convincingly it was no accident nearly all 
women painters before the ninteenth century were either daughters or 
mates or relatives of men. Of course, she is speaking about a modern 
activity practiced in a limited area of the planet, since it would be pecu- 
liar to speak of a great woman artist of the High Gothic period or from 
a culture that values arts other than the portable easel picture. 

The author has patently done a tremendous amount of research. The 
names flow past in a cascade of surprises — Mary Beale, Lady Butler, 
Marie-Guilhelmine Leroulx de la Ville, a host of the unacknowledged 
and forgotten. The first section of the study, arguing that family, roman- 
tic love and the masculine art establishment crippled women's efforts, is 
by far the best. Here she is able to consolidate historical data with fem- 
inist issues; later, scholarship takes over, and with the exception of a 
couple of lively chapters devoted to single artists such as Artemisia 
Gentileschi and Angelica Kauffman, the book devolves into a dry-as-dust 
compilation of lists. 
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It doesn't matter whether you have the hands of a jockey 

: the Est of a linebacker, Casio has a new calculator and 
watch combination that's designed so that anyone can 
count on it with just a finger. 

It's called the Casio C-80 Calculator Chronograph, and, 

nlike other wristsized calculators, you don't need a pen 
or a pencil to use it. 

It's built to respond just to the center of your fingertip, 
;o you can add, subtract, multiply and divide {up to 8 
digits) without ever punching in a wrong number. L 

But the Casio C-80 is more than a calculator. It's a stop- 
watch that gives you lap time and two time zones, accurate to the 1/ 100th of a second. 
It's a watch that gives you 24-hour military time, and regular time, reliable to ± 15 
seconds a month. And it's a sure-fire conversation piece. 

The Casio C-80 Calculator Chronograph. Because not all fingers are created equal. 
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"A Decade of Change: From Superiiiom to Superwomaii," by Ellen Goodman, The Boston 

Globe, December 20, 1979: 



In one moment, she wrapped it all up, the whole 
decade of change, the remaining problems, the 
new anxieties. Betty Friedan, the founding 
mother, the astute and caring observer of the 
women's movement, stood in front of a New 
York audience last month and said: "We told 
our daughters you can have it all. Well, can they 
have it all? Only by being Superwoman. Well, I 
say NO to Superwoman!" 

By any media calculation, the audience was 
a collection of superwomen. They wore their 
raised consciousness layered with dress-for-suc- 
cess suits. Yet they broke into spontaneous 
applause. They, too, were saying no to the 
Superwoman myth. 

That moment is as good a place as any to 
stop and assess, to review and preview. 

For all the social change in the past decade, 
all the rhetoric and action, we have moved from 
one national ideal of True Womanhood to 
another — from Supermom to Superwoman. The 
girl who was told that when she grew up she 
should get married and have children and keep 
house is now a grown-up woman being told 
that she should be married, have children, keep 
house and a job, or better yet, a career. 

While mothers at home have felt increasing- 
ly pressured for "not working," mothers in the 
work force feel increasingly pressured by the 
double burden. They have been "liberated" to 
the Russian model — have a new role on top of 
an old one. Every study shows the same things. 
The overwhelming number of working mothers 
do the overwhelming amount of housework and 
child care. They may not have it all, but they 
seem to do it all. 

Why has the change been so lopsided? I have 
asked that question a hundred times and heard 
a dozen different answers, ranging from the psy- 
chological to the economic. One feminist psy- 
chiatrist says that women spent the decade 



proving themselves. A sociologist believes that 
the person who initiates the change — the person 
who goes to work even out of necessity — 
accepts the personal responsibility for it. 

A woman from a working-class neighbor- 
hood in Baltimore tells me that women are 
stretching their own energy to cover both their 
traditional and non- traditional values: the 
desire or demand to make Christmas pudding 
and a salary. An economist offers a different 
theory: "The average woman earns $0.59 to her 
husband's dollar. She sees her time as worth less 
and overworks herself. She gets it twice." 

And last week a union leader said: 
"Remember three things. One: A lot of women 
with lousy jobs hope they'll be able to quit. By 
doing everything, they think they're keeping 
their options open. Two: The home is the only 
place some women have any power. They sure 
don't want to let go of that. Three: Never 
underestimate the power of the men in their 
lives to resist." 

Perhaps single mothers were the first to wipe 
off the upbeat Superwoman makeup that cov- 
ered the lines of fatigue. But now it seems to 
many women that the Superwoman model who 
looked so chic at the beginning of the decade 
looks worn at the end. 

In 1970, women had just begun to agitate 
collectively for new choices. But in 1980, the 
"daughters" who were to "have it all" face new 
choices that are still limited, frightening as well 
as attractive. 

Many women, especially those "up against 
the clock" of their thirties, approach mother- 
hood with fear and trembling. Those for whom 
homemaking, even temporary, is not a psycho- 
logical or economic possibility see only two 
choices: superdrudge or childlessness. 

In Washington, a 45-year-old woman says 
ironically, "I saw my mother frustrated at 

(continued) 
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(continued) 

home. My daughter sees me overworked. I'm 
not such a great role model myself." 

Superwoman was in part a creation of the 
self-help, self-reliant, self-improvement 
Seventies. This was the flip side of the so-called 
Me Decade. It was not new narcissism, but new 
isolation masked as independence. 

"I used to take pride in being a 
Superwoman," said a Manhattan woman listen- 
ing to Friedan that afternoon. "Now I see it, not 
as a personal victory but as a failure. A failure 
of my relationship with my husband, a failure 



of the work world, maybe even a failure of the 
society that just isn't adjusting to the way we 
live." 

The Superwoman myth is exploding like an 
overstuffed sofa. Women are no longer willing 
to look inside themselves for all the answers and 
all the energy. At the turn of the decade, they 
don't want a Superwoman pep talk any more. 
They long for something more precious and 
more realistic: a support system- — of families, 
the workplace and the community — to fend off 
this cultural kryptonite. 
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Letters to Ms., 1972-1987, edited by Mary Thorn, 1987: 

Dear Ms. 

Recently I was "called in" by a secondary-school district where I substitute-teach. 
I was told I would be dropped from their list of substitute teachers unless I stopped 
using "Ms." writing my name on the board at the beginning of a new assignment — 
"because "Ms." makes students think of "sexuality and liberation." 

When I asked if there weren't other women on the faculty using "Ms." with their 
names, I was told, "No, we don't have very many young, unmarried women working 
for us." Click . . . crash! 

— Patricia R. Bristowe, La Honda, California, October 1973 Issue 
Dear Ms. 

I thought you might enjoy hearing a discussion I heard between my son and his neigh- 
bor friend. They were playing together and the little boy got the giggles. "Hee-hee-hee- 
hee," he giggled, whereupon my son replied in a very condescending tone, "What are 
you, Danny, some kind of chauvinist? In this house we say, "Her-her-her-her!" 
Her who laughs last, 

—Name Withheld, August 7, 1975 
Dear Ms. 

I finally got up the courage to challenge an old established male tradition in my office. 
I do telephone sales. Our working area in the office has always been covered with 
"girlie" pictures and photographs of devastating (and devastated) maidens. This made 
us few women in the office feel terribly uncomfortable. 

When the majority of the male staff was out to lunch, we proceeded to rape the latest issue 
of Playgirl of its best. Over my desk now hangs one gorgeous specimen of the male species, the 
centerfold. Everywhere there was a girlie picture there are now beautiful stud photographs. 

I think the reactions of the men in the office could best be summarized in terms of 
shock. Although everyone tried to be good-humored about it, joking or otherwise, they 
all compared themselves in some way to the models. It was a marvelous experience to 
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see super-duper macho stud types go all to pieces with the same thing we had to face 
for years- — images of ourselves as seen only in the minds of men. 

—Name Withheld, October 13, 1975 
Dear Ms. 

You have given me the supreme insult of my life by offering to let me subscribe to Ms. 
I hate the sound of it. It sounds like the hiss of a snake. 

Are you proud of what you have helped do to our world? The family is almost destroyed; 
children by the millions have no parents or homes; divorces, crimes, dehumanization are the 
norm now. Has it been worth all this just to get some women in the military academies? 

— Mrs. H. Sims, Mount Olivet, Kentucky, January 1977 Issue 
Dear Ms. 

I have been working for six years in a suburban law office in New Jersey, where the 
staff consists of seven secretaries (female) and four lawyers (male). It has always been 
the custom in this office for each "girl" to have her turn at "kitchen duty." She is 
expected to set the table in the library with dainty place mats, napkins, spoons, and 
eatables (such as crackers, which the firm finances) and to make coffee. At twelve 
o'clock everyone in the office, including the lawyers (if they are so inclined), 
comes into the library, and we all have lunch. Afterward, the woman who 
has kitchen duty for the day wipes up the table and washes the dishes, includ- 
ing the lunch containers that each person brings in. 

I have participated unwillingly in this program for six years. Three weeks 
ago I decided that I had had it and announced that I was no longer to be 
given kitchen duty, that I would go out some of the time and when I had 
lunch in, I'd do my own dishes. 

To say that my announcement caused a sensation is to put it mildly. At 
present none of the women is speaking to me except when absolutely neces- 
sary in the course of work. I have been told by one of the lawyers that no 
one can understand my attitude and that the women (and, I assume he) have 
completely lost respect for me. 

I have taken a stand. How it will turn out, I have no idea. 

—Name Withheld, March 1978 Issue 
Dear Ms. 

Recently, I was visiting my eighty-two- and eighty-six-year-old parents. My father was 
in the process of sorting through an old box of letters. My father's aunt Emma received 
a letter from an individual named Eunice on September 2, 1883. We were unable to 
come up with a last name; however, I do know that Eunice was a Baptist and 
she was much into saving "souls." We were able to surmise that Eunice was 
not married and approximately in her early thirties: 

"I don't know as they would hire a woman teacher in the winter, yet I think if 
one would teach cheaper, she would stand a chance of getting the school. I won't 
teach cheaper just because I'm a woman, so I should probably be considered as 
very wicked and mercenary if I wanted $1.25 a day and board, the same as they 
pay some inferior sort of creature, who has the good fortune to be of the mascu- 
line gender, and just educated enough to know that there is such a gender." 

It is so unfortunate that we will never be able to talk to this woman nor her 
friend my great-aunt Emma. 

— Marjorie Wagner Chodack, Ravena, New York, November 28, 1979 



GO 
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It doesn't matter whether you have the hands of a joc_ 
or the fist of a linebacker, Casio has a new calculator an 
watch combination that's designed so that anyone can I 

count on it with just a finger. ' » - 

It's called the Casio C-80 Calculator Chronograph, and, 
unlike other wristsized calculators, you don't need a pen 
or a pencil to use it. 

It's built to respond just to the center of your fingertip, 
so you can add, subtract, multiply and divide (up to S 
digits) without ever punching in a wrong number, Li 

But the Casio C-80 is more than a calculator. It's a stop- 
watch that gives you lap time and two time zones, accurate to the 1/ 100th of a second. 
It s a watch that gives you 24-hour military time, and regular time, reliable to ± 15 
seconds a month. And it's a sure-fire conversation piece. 

The Casio C-80 Calculator Chronograph. Because not all fingers are created equal. 

AT CASIO, MIRACLES NEVER CEAS 



1980-1989 

By the 1980s, the two-career family became the norm. Forty-two percent of all 
American workers were female, and more than half of all married women and 
90 percent of female college graduates worked outside the home. Yet, their 
median wage was 60 percent of that of men. The rapid rise of women in the labor 
force, which had been accelerating since the 1960s, brought great social 
change, affecting married life, child rearing, family income, office culture, and 
the growth of the national economy. 

Convinced that inflation was the primary enemy of long-term economic 
growth, the Federal Reserve Board brought the economy to a standstill in the 
early days of the decade. It was a shock treatment that worked. By 1984, the 
tight money policies of the government, stabilizing world oil prices, and labor's 
declining bargaining power brought inflation to four percent, the lowest level 
since 1967. Despite the pain it caused, the plan to strangle inflation succeeded; 
Americans not only prospered, but many believed it was their right to be suc- 
cessful. The decade came to be symbolized by self-indulgence. 

At the same time, defense and deficit spending roared into high gear, the 
economy continued to grow, and the stock market rocketed to record levels (the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average tripled from 1,000 in 1980 to nearly 3,000 a 
decade later). In the center of recovery was Mr. Optimism, President Ronald 
Reagan. During his presidential campaign he promised a "morning in America" 
and during eight years, his good nature helped transform the national mood. The 
Reagan era, which spanned most of the 1980s, fostered a new conservative 
agenda of good feeling. During the presidential election against incumbent 
President Jimmy Carter, Reagan joked, "A recession is when your neighbor 
loses his job. A depression is when you lose yours. And recovery is when Jimmy 
Carter loses his." 

The economic wave of the 1980s was also driven by globalization, improve- 
ments in technology, and willingness of consumers to assume higher and high- 
er levels of personal debt. 

The rising economy brought greater control of personal lives; homeownership 
accelerated, choices seemed limitless, debt grew, and divorce became com- 
monplace. The collapse of communism at the end of the 1980s brought an end 
to the old world order and set the stage for a realignment of power. America was 
regarded as the strongest nation in the world and the only real superpower, 
thanks to its economic strength. As democracy swept across eastern Europe, the 
U.S. economy began to feel the impact of a "peace dividend" generated by a 
reduced military budget and a desire by corporations to participate in global 
markets — including Russia and China. Globalization was having another 
impact. At the end of World War II, the U.S. economy accounted for almost 50 
percent of the global economic product; by 1987, the U.S. share was less than 
25 percent as American companies moved plants offshore and countries such as 
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Japan emerged as major competitors. This need for a global reach inspired 
several rounds of corporate mergers as companies searched for efficiency, mar- 
ket share, new products, or emerging technology to survive in the rapidly shift- 
ing business environment. 

The 1980s were the age of the conservative Yuppie. Business schools, 
investment banks, and Wall Street firms overflowed with eager baby boomers 
who placed gourmet cuisine, health clubs, supersneakers, suspenders, wine 
spritzers, high-performance autos, and sushi high on their agendas. Low-fat and 
fiber cereals and Jane Fonda workout books symbolized much of the decade. As 
self-indulgence rose, concerns about the environment, including nuclear waste, 
acid rain, and the greenhouse effect declined. Homelessness increased and 
racial tensions fostered a renewed call for a more caring government. During the 
decade, genetic engineering came of age, including early attempts at transplan- 
tation and gene mapping. Personal computers, which were transforming 
America, were still in their infancy. 

The sexual revolution, undaunted by a conservative prescription of chastity, 
ran head-on into a powerful adversary during the 1980s with the discovery and 
spread of AIDS, a frequently fatal, sexually transmitted disease. The right of 
women to have an abortion, confirmed by the Supreme Court in 1973, was hotly 
contested during the decade as politicians fought over both the actual moment 
of conception and the right of a woman to control her body. Cocaine also made 
its reappearance, bringing drug addiction and a rapid increase in violent crime. 
The Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University found 
alcohol and drug abuse implicated in three-fourths of all murders, rapes, child 
molestations, and deaths of babies suffering from parental neglect. 

For the first time in history, the Naval Academy's graduating class included 
women, digital clocks and cordless telephones appeared, and 24-hour-a-day 
news coverage captivated television viewers. Compact disks began replacing 
records, and Smurf and E.T paraphernalia were everywhere, New York became 
the first state to require seat belts, Pillsbury introduced microwave pizza, and 
Playtex used live lingerie models in its ads for the "Cross Your Heart" bra. The 
Supreme Court ruled that states may require all-male private clubs to admit 
women, and 50,000 people gathered at Graceland in Memphis, Tennessee, on 
the tenth anniversary of Elvis Presley's death. 
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German-born Maria Knapp holds the patents for more than a dozen scientific devel- 
opments derived from a lifetime of molecular research, though the millions she has 
earned interest her little. At 66, her focus remains her first and only love — science. 



Annual Income: More than $150,000, including salary and interest on investments 
managed by Bank of America. 



Life at Home 

• At 66, Maria Knapp displays the Old World manners she 
learned growing up in Germany; unfailingly gracious, she 
enjoys entertaining guests — as long as the topic is science. 

• To stay in shape, she runs every day and continues to do push- 
ups and calisthenics in the privacy of her bedroom, since she 
finds public gymnasiums distracting, disorienting and frivolous. 

• Although she bought a car last year — an Oldsmobile that is 
"all American" — she is often driven to work by an associate 
from the lab. 

• Lab assistants also help with her paperwork and chores such 
as changing the batteries in her hearing aid. 

• Her first research paper — published when she was only a 14- 
year-old child living in Germany — described a series of fruit 
fly mutations that cast whisker-thin rays of light on the 
knowledge of embryo development. 

• Her parents' home was often populated with eminent scien- 
tists from around the world who came to Berlin, the epicen- 
ter of brain research in the 1930s. 

• She even traveled with her parents to Moscow, where her 
father was invited to study Lenin's brain, which had been 
preserved after his death. 




Maria Knapp is unfailingly gracious — as long as the 
topic is science. 
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Maria has spent her life studying viruses and telomeres 



• As a university and medical student in Germany, 
she often skipped classes to putter around the lab, 
making up the missed lectures by memorizing the 
textbooks. 

• Her work continued throughout the Nazi era, even 
after her parents were thrown out of a leading 
institute in Berlin, where her father was director. 

• His previous trips to communist Russia, along 
with the couple's close association with many fel- 
low scientists who were Jewish, made the family 
untrustworthy; thus, they were banished. 

• Thanks to the intervention of a prominent German 
family who had been her father's patients, Maria's 
family was not imprisoned. 

• Using money provided by their wealthy benefac- 
tors, her father established a private institute in the 
backwoods of Neustadt where their work could 
continue; there, they were able to offer refuge to 
many Jewish scientists and their families. 

• During this time, Maria avoided every man, refus- 
ing to date; "I did not want to end up dating a 
Nazi, and in Germany at that time, you could 
never be sure of someone's politics." 

• Devoting herself to science, she never married or had 
children; "Science was my milk," she likes to say. 

• Her older sister, a scientist studying the biochem- 
istry of the brain, has also opted against marriage 
and children. 

Maria wishes to die as her father did — in the laboratory, his last glimpse of life 
being the view through a microscope. 

She emigrated to Great Britain before the war broke out, becoming prominent in 
neuroscience, which has earned her election to the Royal Society of London. 
Repelled by her wartime experiences, she jumped at the opportunity to leave 
Germany in 1950 and come to the United States, even though it meant abandoning 
fruit fly genetics; "There was no interest in Drosophila research, so I had to take up 
something new," she recalls. 

She then emigrated to the United States when she was 30 years old, going first to the 
California Institute of Technology, and afterwards accepting a job at the Salk Institute. 
There, she participated in groundbreaking studies of how the polio virus forms distinctive 
plaques in tissue culture — an essential discovery in the development of the polio vaccine. 
Her intensity for her work has often superseded her own safety; while studying the 
polio virus, she did much of the work while laboring alongside a pathogen that 
other biochemists would not touch. 

Her parents were very angry when they learned that she was working with the polio virus. 
When she emigrated to the U.S., the only possession she brought with her was a 
grand piano, which she still plays regularly, often on Sundays when fellow musi- 
cian-scientists hold recitals. 

Otherwise, she left Germany behind; when young German scientists come to the 
lab to meet the famous researcher and chat with her in their native tongue, she 
replies, often sternly, in English. 
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• By contrast, when a visiting Sorbonne student recently met with her and spoke in 
French, Maria's responses were also in French. 

• She is known as a soft touch, often lending money from her own pocket to students 
in need. 

Life at Work 

• She has spent a lifetime in her own personal toy store— a scientific laboratory. 

• Even at 66, she works 10 hours a day, seven days a week; "If I were to stay at home, 
I'd be bored," she says. 




Her fellow scientists have lobbied her to donate her money to the education of women scientists. 
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She has worked with Dr. Barbara McClintock, who won a Nobel Prize in 1983. 

• Her credits include groundbreaking studies on the polio virus and how a type of mam- 
malioma virus called the polyoma virus transforms ordinary cells into cancer cells. 

• This type of early research has helped lift the study of cancer biology from simply 
cataloging the gross anatomy of a tumor cell to an exploration of the genetic muta- 
tions underlying the disease. 

• Two of her colleagues have been awarded the Nobel Prize for research, but she does not 
like or seek awards, saying, "When you get too famous, you stop being able to work." 

• Fellow scientists say she deserves more recognition. 

• She has been awarded patents for 16 of her scientific breakthroughs, earning her mil- 
lions of dollars, most of which are invested in a trust managed by Bank of America. 

• Her Last Will and Testament states that her wealth is to be used to promote science. 
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Although some of her fellow female scientists have lobbied her to donate her money 
exclusively to the education of women scientists, she has not responded; money, 
grants, wills and recipients are not subjects she likes to think about or discuss. 
Her research through the years has ranged from oncogenes, the genes that when 
mutated result in cancer; immunology; and the behavior of telomeres — the distinc- 
tive chromosome tips that serve as molecular timepieces in healthy cells, but play a 
nefarious role in cancer when they fail to shorten as anticipated. 
She has worked with some of the finest talent in the world, including Dr. Barbara 
McClintock, the corn geneticist who won a Nobel Prize for her research. 



"0.5 Percent of Families Found to Hold 35 Percent of Wealth," Michael Wines, 
Los Angeles Times, July 26, 1986: 



"More than a third of the nation's net worth is held 
by 0.5 percent of America's households, a concen- 
tration of economic clout that has snowballed to 
levels not seen since the Great Depression, 
Democrats on Congress' Joint Economic 
Committee concluded in a study released Friday. 

Their report, using 1983 figures compiled 
for the Federal Reserve Board, stated that the 
420,000 richest U.S. families controlled $3.7 
trillion in assets after debts. That is 35.1 percent 
of total wealth. 

An earlier Fed study using 1962 data con- 
cluded that the same 0.5 percent of the popula- 
tion then controlled 25.4 percent of the nation- 
al wealth. By comparison, the report stated the 
share of assets held by the poorest 90 percent of 
Americans dropped during those 21 years from 
34.9 percent to 28 percent. 

The committee Democrats' report provided 
the first public comparison of the two studies, 
both of which were conducted for the Fed by 
the University of Michigan's prestigious Survey 
Research Center. The 1983 study was based on 
projections from a survey of about 4,000 
Americans. The sample included 432 members 
of the country's wealthiest families. . . . 

In the report the 1983 data is divided into 
four classes of households: 

• 420,000 'super rich' families with more than a 
third of the wealth and comprising 0.5 percent 



of families. None of these families were worth 
less than $2.5 million; their average wealth 
after debts was $8.85 million. 

• 420,000 'very rich' with 6.7 percent of all net 
assets and an average wealth of $1.7 million. 

• 7.6 million 'rich' with net wealth ranging 
from $206,000 to $1.4 million and an aver- 
age net worth of $419,616. The rich, nine 
percent of all households, owned 29.9 per- 
cent of the wealth. 

• 'Everyone else,' the 75.5 million households 
that make up the remaining 90 percent of the 
population. Their net worth ranged no high- 
er than $206,000 and averaged $39,584. 

The wealthy excelled in another crucial sta- 
tistical measure as well. The net worth of the 
super rich rose during the 21-year period by 
147 percent, adjusted for inflation. The very 
rich managed only a 64 percent increase and the 
rich, a 66 percent gain. Everyone else posted a 
more modest 45 percent increase. . . . 

Nearly half the net assets of the bottom 90 
percent were tied up in real estate, most of it in 
homes. Real estate was among the fastest appre- 
ciating assets, more than doubling in value from 
1962 to 1983. 

The super rich, meanwhile, had less than a 
fifth of their money in real estate in 1983. But 
the worth of their property holdings grew seven- 
fold during the 21 years between surveys." 
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Hotel del Cofonado. Coronado. Cat. 




She loves collecting old postcards featuring her adopted city of San 




Life in the Community: San Diego, California 

• Maria loves her adopted city of San Diego; now the second-largest city in California, 
it is not only picturesque, but has learned how to manage its growth well. 

• The seventh-largest city in the United States, San Diego boasts a wonderful climate 
and a wide range of recreational activities. 

• Several years ago, Maria began charting the number of times an executive in the building 
across the way — who often works the same long hours she does — slips out early in the 
afternoons for a spin in his sailboat; her chart shows he plays hooky 6.4 times a month. 

• On a lark, a dozen years ago, she began collecting postcards of her beloved San 
Diego; today, she has hundreds. 

• She has especially enjoyed watching downtown trans- 
form itself from a seedy city center into a vibrant down- 
town, housing 120 shops, 30 eating establishments, 
seven movie screens and two performing arts theaters. 

• The showcase is Horton Plaza, painted 49 different pas- 
tel colors, bordering the historic Gaslamp Quarter, 
which is now undergoing renovation. 

• Today, seven Amtrak connections run from Los 
Angeles to San Diego daily, taking about two and a 
half hours, including a stop at Del Mar. 

• When scientists come to visit, she always puts them up 
at the Horton Grand, a 110-room restored Victorian 
hotel in the downtown section. 

• On Sundays, she will sometimes take brunch at the 
hotel and then rent a horse-drawn carriage for a gen- 
tle ride through the city. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1986 



Harvard University celebrated its 350th birthday 

Consumers who sought professional assistance with home decorating spent an aver- 
age of $15,584 on the living room 
A New York Stock Exchange seat sold for $1.5 million 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average hit 1,955; the prime rate dropped to seven percent 
The U.S. Supreme Court upheld Affirmative Action hiring quotas 
Federal workers in sensitive jobs were randomly drug-tested after a presidential 
commission estimated that each month, 20 million Americans smoked marijuana, 
five million did cocaine and 500,000 used heroin 
Eight airlines controlled 90 percent of the domestic market 
Approximately 35 percent of high school graduates entered college 
The first bio-insecticides, designed to eliminate insects without harming the envi- 
ronment, were introduced 

A supercomputer capable of 1.720 billion computations per second went online 
The average salary of elementary and secondary schoolteachers was $26,700 
Office Depot, one of the first office supply warehouse-type stores, opened in 
Lauderdale Lakes, Florida 

The national debt passed $2 trillion — twice the level in 1981 

The Supreme Court held that the military may enforce a uniform dress code in a 
case involving three men who were prohibited from wearing yarmulkes indoors 
The official observance of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday, the Honda Acura, the 
one-stick Popsicle and the outdoor testing of genetically engineered plants all made 
their first appearance 

Estimates of America's homeless included 40,000 in New York City, 38,000 in Los 
Angeles and 25,000 in Chicago 

Drexel, Burnham, Lambert executive Dennis Levine pled guilty to insider trading, 
by which he had earned $12.6 million 

The Hands Across America chain, stretching from New York City to Long Beach, 
California, raised $100 million for the poor and homeless 

Fitness foods high in fiber and low in sodium, fat, cholesterol, calories and caffeine 
accounted for 10 percent of the $300 billion retail food market 
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"Hopes for Economic Boom Dim as Growth Dips to 
One Percent," Los Angeles Times, July 23, 1986: 

"Economic growth braked to a worrisome 1.1 percent annual rate in 
the second quarter, the Commerce Department said Tuesday, dashing 
some experts' forecasts of a midsummer boom and potentially denying 
the Treasury billions in future tax revenues that it once counted on to 
cut the federal budget deficit. 

The April-June rise in the gross national product was the lowest 
since the winter of 1982, when the last recession ended, and it dragged 
growth for the first half of 1986 well below the White House's projection 
of four percent. 

The slowdown led Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole (R-Kansas) to urge 
another cut in the discount rate by the Federal Reserve Board, which this 
month lowered the rate by half a point, to six percent. The discount rate is 
the rate that the Fed charges to lend money to major banks. Some private 
forecasters said that the Fed is likely to lower the rate by an additional half- 
point to one point by summer's end." 




1986 Economic Profile 
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The national consumer expenditures (per capita income) in 
1986 were: 

Auto Parts $76.46 

Auto Usage $1,411.96 

Clothing $576.75 

Dentists $97.65 

Food $1,981.67 

Furniture $130.16 

Gas and Oil $331.18 

Health Insurance $91.83 

Housing $1,752.69 

Intercity Transport $94.32 

Local Transport $32.83 

New Auto Purchase $416.77 

Personal Business $891.31 

Personal Care $180.22 

Physicians $349.46 

Private Education and 

Research $245.16 

Recreation $846.84 

Religion/Welfare Activities $292.12 

Telephone and Telegraph $187.40 

Tobacco $137.54 
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"Shopping by TV Becomes New Mania," 
Los Angeles Times, July 21, 1986: 

"Jane McElveen had seen bargains on TV before, but this one lit up her life 
like flares in the night. 

Budget Bob from the Home Shopping Network was selling miniature 
figures by Limoges. Heavens, some of them were only $8.75. 

And it was new stuff, too — tiny porcelain shoes and a sewing machine 
and a grand piano. A feeling came over her a little like madness and a lot 
like rapture. 

She looked over at Duncan, her cockateel. His cage hangs near the dis- 
play cases where Jane keeps her figurines. 'That's dirt cheap for Limoges,' 
Jane said out loud. 

Then she began dialing Home Shopping's toll-free number, ordering 10, 
15, 20 items. Who can remember? It was mania. 

To this day, Jane — single and 56 — cherishes that one special night. 'It 
was the best $300 I ever spent.' 

Such is the grip of home shopping fever. And what Jane McElveen of 
Clearwater, Florida, has long known, much of America is finding out. 
Discount shopping shows — hypnotic as a price tag 50 percent off list — are 
spreading wholesale across cable TV. 

Most often, the shows are run by perky hosts who breathlessly present 
marked-down goods as if each item had just been excavated from a 
pharaoh's tomb. First, they give a retail price, then they slash it down to 
tempting size. Anyone with a credit card or a checkbook can order. 

By September, these shows are expected to reach 20 million cable- 
equipped homes. Some already are broadcast daily, non-stop. The never- 
ending sales may be the biggest advance in shopping since the mall." 



Utilities $487.41 

Per Capita Consumption $11,845.00 



Annual Income, Standard Jobs 

Bituminous Coal Mining $34,837.00 

Building Trades $23,590.00 

Domestics $10,061.00 

Farm Labor $10,216.00 

Federal Civilian $27,833.00 

Federal Employees, Executive 

Departments $24,273.00 

Finance, Insurance and 

Real Estate $25,778.00 

Gas, Electricity, and Sanitary 

Workers $33,222.00 
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Manufacturing, Durable Goods . .$27,147.00 
Manufacturing, Nondurable 

Goods $23,313.00 

Medical/Health Services 

Workers $21,652.00 

Miscellaneous Manufacturing . . .$20,145.00 

Motion Picture Services $28,363.00 

Nonprofit Organization 

Workers $14,350.00 

Passenger Transportation 

Workers, Local and Highway . .$16,239.00 

Personal Services $13,403.00 

Postal Employees $26,362.00 

Private Industry, Including 

Farm Labor $21,699.00 

Public School Teachers $21,920.00 

Radio Broadcasting and 

Television Workers $28,721.00 

Railroad Workers $37,673.00 

State and Local Government 

Workers $21,949.00 

Telephone and Telegraph 

Workers $33,705.00 

Wholesale and Retail 

Trade Workers $26,119.00 




Selected Prices 

Ballet Ticket, The Nutcracker $18.00 

Bracelet, Sapphire and Diamond . . . .$129.00 

Bronze Shoes, Baby's First Shoes $5.99 

Car Phone $995.00 

Compact Disc Player $229.95 

Computer, Apple $795.00 

Computer Game, Chess $149.00 

Easter Lily $4.99 

Glue Gun $24.99 

Hose, Women's, Three Pairs $8.07 

Ice Cream, Dove Bar $1.45 

Pen Set, Cross $30.00 

Potato Chips, Ruffles 6.5 Ounces $1.19 

Radar Detector, FuzzBuster $69.00 

Sofa, 82" Leather $599.00 

Sweater, Man's Bulk Knit $29.25 

Synthesizer, Yamaha $188.88 

Television Satellite Dish $1,995.00 

Wine, Liebfraumilch $3.99 
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"High Blood Pressure? It May Be in Your Genes," 
Business Week, April 3, 1985: 

"Hypertension has long been the scourge of many active, hard-driving peo- 
ple, and no amount of research has been able to pin down its cause or find 
a cure for the condition once it has developed. 

Now, after 15 years of work in this field, Dr. Lewis K. Dahl, of 
Brookhaven National Laboratory's medical department, has found a cure 
that may ultimately reduce the incidence of the disease. Dahl, the man who 
established a correlation between salt and high blood pressure, has labora- 
tory evidence that heredity plays a role in essential hypertension, the most 
common form of high blood pressure. Estimates vary, but it's believed that 
hypertension affects more than 10 percent of the U.S. adult population. 

People don't inherit hypertension, Dahl thinks, but may inherit a suscep- 
tibility that somehow can be triggered by other factors: kidney infection, 
emotional stress or, more commonly, too much intake of table salt in the diet. 

In his lab, Dahl has bred two strains of rats. Under certain conditions, 
one strain quickly develops hypertension; under identical conditions, the 
other strain doesn't. 

Dr. Dahl, a senior scientist in Brookhaven's medical research center and 
chief of medical services for its 48 -bed hospital, is among the first to admit 
this genetic research on rats can't be applied directly to human patients. But 
it sheds new light on possible predisposition of people to hypertension, and 
perhaps on how people can avoid triggering the disease." 
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Ifi-iiil". J JisLir. V-tml- ar ibr liL<-. E' 

llh qui If 4iwtltrr ihiiif to nunr in tuim IHfliug ttt . 

Thi - MpiiiiU « n»i .Wji(i M j.rtiti ±\u\ A-iuii Mariiji rvnVil* y.-ui jHixinil itvb^' 
kikik- tlul jm tiJM 1 nine, 3iuL mi mm »>iiii»iHillj whil il in 'IV [jpmMb L% In r*rt'. ilk 
jii1< 'iHifLir |mnii h'\. 

1 1 -i *\mu imI' ji .i i li ii-- •n lirti Hum i'jr> inf ni j«|i' Liplj tij n 4»ln. <hr 1 api'ihia \- iniil^ 
i-niin-lt Iiy .... 'IV jluiniiiiini V-|i/|.i*iid- jp- himnkT"! inm -l«|«-. mi-fclril, ^mEnl .ml 
hiii-ltiil «i(h J J nurs \/\ Idi'i^iH-r. (!i lus tnvii -ji':l 1lui Lukjnf Jri 1li^ lintJt i>f * I jpMi'la i- 
£ltr flBinfC HUuu pw'l.) E*TW1 ihrmpmr V* hinil-iiiailv jihI *ipnnl In-- Him' i«T ■iHl-fnitf <-pj*irw 

UUODJ, 

TV furnihiA i-HiiiCinu"i: 

T>ii- [ j^imiij il jnihrffitl jimI fj-L. ;--)i"ijl'l ',"ii r-i-h l<i .Iriii" *l "ii'-tilllt lb. ^-■■■1 ••( 
" MiA. ■ J ■ ■ -- U ibr ufwl ■*r in l3i- •«.■ irl<l In ■'"■ 41 in. 

K.ir -lil It- ]H^iT. luiiilliri- i.^lriljlj,, Jinl Jillilu-n] rlnVlHHlLf intuTJIFITHjtiijIL, Uw 

] jpjmli » b rmurkjiMh rriulile- aril «wnliiuto wrnpli: ■jr. 

Vi'r build lV LjpiiMli bE ihr nlr fif llnrr j «hL TVlUtf-tVuir dhrHt™puini fur thr 
I in ii-iH SUB ii ..i ■ ■ ! nuh ™. 1"Ilu'- abuuL « E*d. jjiiS a- iiijiiv i> *■!■ ran loaoifr. 

iSbuiJit h ihut iHiphbon «Ji jruu. a* vhi rjidr by. ■» lui LiihI vf rar ibr Jj^mla v. by <J 
fimtih* LHI chi'-m. SlimlH llir? »*4 ■■Ik**- lV} i*n pnl uikr, ifrll rhito lh« [.rurtifalv iWl 

. l.l! ! ■ l I.I--I- 

ffritr brMfbdHatltA 

Ari.Ki Mirtiii ] ip..nt\d. ttt *. hiitiiini An. Grzenwirii. CT OGKift, H30ct| 62frJHlW 




"One need not go so far as to accept 
the dictum that money is crystallized 
freedom. But it is hard to argue that 
money and freedom have nothing to 
do with each other, . . . Men will die 
for freedom but they will not neces- 
sarily starve for it. A society that 
wants to be free must not expose its 
members to this alternative." 

— Economist Henry Wallich 
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"First Human Vaccine Produced by Genetic Engineering 

OR'd by FDA," by Marlene Cimons, Los Angeles Times, 

July 24, 1986: 

"The Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday announced its 
approval of the first human vaccine produced by genetic engineering, which 
will be used to protect against Hepatitis B. 

'This vaccine opens up a whole new era of vaccine production,' FDA 
Commissioner Frank E. Young said in a press conference. 'These techniques 
should be able to be extended to any virus or parasite to produce other vac- 
cines that normally cannot be propagated in the laboratory.' 

Until now vaccines have been made from viruses that have either been 
killed or weakened. 

Young said the recombinant DNA, or gene-splicing, technology could 
be applied to many diseases for which there are now no preventive vaccines, 
such as AIDS or malaria. 'The same principles could be tried with an AIDS- 
related virus, or with the parasite that causes malaria.' 

Federal health officials said they expect the new vaccine to be more 
widely accepted than the existing Hepatitis B vaccine, which uses plasma 
obtained from infected members of the group also at high risk for AIDS. 

Fewer than 30 percent of those at risk for Hepatitis B — including male 
homosexuals, intravenous drug users, dental and medical workers, immi- 
grants from countries where Hepatitis B is prevalent, and pregnant women 
in high-risk groups — have been vaccinated using the older vaccine, Young 
said. . . . 

The vaccine, developed by scientists at the University of California, San 
Francisco, the University of Washington, and Chiron Corporation of 
Emeryville, California, results from combining brewers' yeast cells with the 
gene from the outer coat of the Hepatitis B virus. 

The yeast cells become 'factories' producing large quantities of the anti- 
gen portion of the virus — the part that triggers the human body to manu- 
facture the protective antibodies against future assault by the disease. While 
the antigen stimulates immunity, it is not itself infectious. 

The vaccine, called Recombivax HB, will be manufactured by Merck 
Sharp & Dohme, which also produces the plasma-derived vaccines. 

The vaccine is the fifth major genetically engineered product to be 
approved for human use, and the third this year." 
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These two workers work for Ford Motor Company, one of the leading automobile man- 
ufacturers in the country. In their own words, they present two views of the company. 

This Cuban worker was born in 1934, and began working for Ford Motor 
Company in 1965. He is a check and adjustment person. 

"I don't let people at the plant harass me. If they have prejudice, they can keep in 
their heart. I look for respect, and I give respect. I don't care about nationality, color, or 
anything. I don't care if you don't like me, as long as you don't tell me to my face. The 
company pays me to work, not to get harassed. I'm going to do my job, and that's it. 

A lot of people in this country don't like it if someone from another country has 
more than them. But anything you have here, you worked for it. Nobody gave it to 
you. And I think everyone could have the same if they wanted to. 

When I was a kid growing up in Cuba, my dad was in charge of a farm. I went to 
trade school in the city to learn how to be a mechanic. The mechanics used to argue a 
lot about what was the best car. I was crazy about Ford. I would say that one day Ford 
will get ahead of General Motors. That was my dream, and now it has finally hap- 
pened. I'll always love Ford vehicles. I would rather buy a Toyota than a General 
Motors car. 

After I finished trade school in Cuba, I worked at the Guantanamo naval base. 
I decided to come to the United States because they were laying off civilians at the base 
and I was afraid I would get laid off. First I went to Chicago, where my brother works, 
but I didn't like it there. I moved to the Detroit area and tried to get a job at General 
Motors' Fisher Body Plant, but they weren't hiring. Finally a friend of mine told my 
brother he could get me a job at Ford, and he got me an application. 

I started at the Michigan Truck Plant in August, 1965, when the plant was just 
opening up. I was put on the second shift. I had never worked on a line before. It was 
rough. But I just went to work, and the days started to go by, and then it was no prob- 
lem. I was a welder in the body shop for seven years before I got into quality control. 

My wife works for General Motors, at the Westland Trim Plant. I have a lot of con- 
sideration for women who work in the plant. They are working to make a decent liv- 
ing just like us. I respect them just like I respect the men. 
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If you don't have an education, the only way to make a decent living today is to 
work in the plant. I made close to $45,000 last year, plus all those fringe benefits. 
Where can you make that kind of money? 

We deserve the money we make. I work hard. I do the best job I can. I'll even miss 
lunch sometimes if there's a problem. I do that because the quality control manager 
and the assistant manager give me respect and recognition for what I do. They care a 
lot about me, and I respect them, too. When I have a problem, I talk to them, and they 
solve it for me. 

It's not like it was 15 years ago. Then, if you went to the plant manager's office for 
a problem, they would try to get rid of you. Now you can walk into any office and 
they'll tend to you. 

Another example of the new respect in the plant is the program where some hourly 
employees are given new Bronco trucks to drive home overnight and check for defects. 
Before, only the supervisors could do that. The hourly employees can discover a lot 
more problems taking the trucks home because a lot of them have more knowledge 
than the supervisors. They are the ones fighting the problems every day." 
This African- American woman was born in 1952 in Bessmer, Alabama. She came to 
work for Ford in 1976, hooking up electrical wires on the "final line." 

"I wish I didn't have to pay union dues. Ford pays those union people, so they can 
only do what Ford tells them to do. I don't vote anymore because none of them help you. 
They're just getting out of running behind those trucks and cars on the line. All they want 
to do is lay back and smoke their cigarettes and drink their coffee and read their paper 
and wait for the checks on Friday, while you are out there doing all the damn work. 

You don't need a union. What does the union do? Nothing. One time I was sick 
with the flu, and they wouldn't accept my doctor's excuse. The company-union review 
board decided they would let it stand on my record. The union people on the review 
board sit back on their ass and don't do a thing. They never worked on this produc- 
tion line a day in their life and they tell me they can't accept my excuse? 

I'm tired of working hard. If I hit the lottery today, I would tell Ford that I appre- 
ciate what they did for me, but I don't want to stay there to get 30 years in. If I had to 
work the rest of my life, I will. But I don't want to. 

I have six sisters and four brothers. My mother raised all of us herself. I never met 
my father until I was 18. We lived in two rooms, a living room and a kitchen. In the 
kitchen we had a bed, a stove, and an icebox, but no refrigerator. My mother used to 
pay $0.15 for a big cake of ice from the ice truck. It would last a couple of days. We 
had a table, but no chairs, so we would stand at the table to eat. There was no bath- 
tub. We had to take baths on the back porch in a tub. In the living room we had a lit- 
tle closet with the toilet in it and a bed on one side and a baby bed. Me, my mother, 
and my two sisters slept in one bed. Later on my aunt and her boyfriend came to live 
with us, too. 

We didn't even know what a lamp was. We had a socket with an extension cord, 
and we would screw the bulb in. We would move that socket, and that was our lamp. 
We used to make a fire when we got up in the morning, all year 'round, that would 
heat the house, and we'd cook on it. 

My family got $150.00 a month from welfare. You weren't allowed to have radio 
or TV on welfare. But we got surplus cheese, butter, rice, and peanut butter. After my 
mother started work as a maid and making $20.00 a week, they cut her off welfare. 
Then it was rough. 

Every afternoon, starting in the first grade, I would have to rush home from school. 
My mother and my two older brothers and one older sister were working, so I would 
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cook dinner. When my mother came home, her kids would be sitting on the porch with 
their hair combed and clothes clean. Then everyone would eat dinner and clean up. 
The house was always clean. When my mother had someplace to go at night, I would 
watch the younger kids. 

Food was no problem because my grandmother in Birmingham had a garden and 
raised chickens. She had pear trees and peach trees. She canned a lot of food. On 
Saturdays she would go to the grocery store and put groceries for us on the bus, and 
we would pick them up from the bus driver at the bus stop near our house." 
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Carol Wasserman spends all her time balancing the pressures of school and work, the 
demands of being a minister's wife, and the need and desire to spend time with her hus- 
band and children. 




Carol Wasserman's life is about balance. 



Life at Home 

• A woman in her early forties, Carol Wasserman is the wife of a United 
Methodist minister, mother of two children, ages 12 and 15, and 
guardian of a dog and a cat. 

• On top of all these responsibilities, she works full-time as a family 
counselor and is going to school at a university. 

• Her life is about finding and maintaining balance. 

• She and her husband have been married 20 years. 

• Four years ago, she decided to change careers from being a Christian 
educator to working as a family counselor; this meant adding a full 
15-hour-a-semester college schedule to a 40-hour work week, not 
counting the travel time between home and her college, which is locat- 
ed 50 miles away. 

• Between work and school, she is not home most evenings during the 
week. 

• Despite these demands, she works hard to attend her daughter's band 
performances and her son's baseball games, as well as their other 
activities. 

• Her husband's support is indispensable in making sure the kids get 
to school and activities during the day and have dinner in the 
evenings. 

• Carol realizes that his flexible schedule, which allows him to help with 
the kids during the day, has made all the difference in keeping the fam- 
ily going. 

• Her son, the younger child, is more affected by her absences. 
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He had been very angry, and missed having his mom around, despite a full slate of 
friends and activities. 

To help him through this hard time, she sets aside one hour a week for the two of 
them to do something together. 
They go out for ice cream and talk to catch up. 

Since they started this routine, he has settled down and feels more secure. 
Another way that she set aside special time for him was for his birthday. 
She contacted his friends' parents and got permission for the kids to come over at 
9:00 p.m. on a school night for a surprise party because that was when she could 
be at home. 

Her daughter, who is older, is more independent and does not seem to be as affect- 
ed by her mother's busy schedule. 

She has close friends and more freedom because some of her older friends drive. 
She also has more activities with the band and theater at school, and her youth 
groups at church. 

Beyond Carol's obligations with work, school and family, the church also has 
expectations of her, as the minister's wife. 

Before Carol went back to school, she had worked as a Christian education pro- 
fessional in churches. 

Knowing this, members of the church expected that she would actively participate 
in the education programs of the church. 

She chairs the education committee, but graduate school prevents her from doing 
as much as is expected. 

She attends church and Sunday school, potlucks and Sunday school parties, and 
supports her children's activities in the church. 



Carol works hard to attend 
her daughter's band events 
and son's baseball games. 
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One nuclear 
bomb con 
ruin your 

whole day. 



Because she is also a 
consecrated lay minis- 
ter in her denomina- 
tion, she often assists 
her husband with serv- 
ices and communion. 
Carol knows what it is 
like to be a social liber- 
al in a conservative 
Southern town with a 
nuclear weapons plant 
nearby. 

She and her husband, 
along with their chil- 
dren, have been very 
active in peacemaking 
activities in the state. 
They are also part of a 
small group that meets 
on Friday afternoons 
to pray for peace in the 
world. 

These activities antag- 
onize many people in 
the community and the 
church because much 
of the area's economy 
depends on the 
Savannah River Site, 
the nuclear weapons facility outside of town, where many members of the church 
are employed. 

Although she has good friendships with people in the church and has found some 
support there, it is not the church she would have chosen to attend, or the town she 
would have picked for raising a family. 
However, her work provides her with much satisfaction. 




Despite her scboolwork, Carol remains active in the church. 



Life at Work 

• It is important to Carol Wasserman that she is now seen as a professional in her 
own right. 

• Unlike the many years employed as an educator, for the first time Carol is working 
in a different part of the community from her husband. 

• She is still very much a part of her husband's professional life, but he is no longer 
part of hers. 

• Currently, she works at Family Counseling Service, or FCS. 

• FCS is a private, nonprofit United Way agency serving all strata of the population 
of Aiken County, South Carolina. 

• The agency charges its clients on a sliding fee scale, so that persons with no insur- 
ance or little income can be seen and helped for as little as $5 per session. 

• The agency plays an important role in the community. 
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At any given time, the agency's board of directors has as its members the county 
solicitor, a bank vice president, the director of the county Department of Social 
Services, a school administrator and a variety of business people. 
Along with counseling children, adults and families, Carol writes grants to help 
fund programs to help victims of crime. 

One accomplishment she is very proud of is starting a treatment program for sex- 
ually abused children. 

She wrote the grant and the curriculum, led the groups, and then hired and trained 
others to lead groups. 

This program has become a successful model that receives referrals from the 
Department of Social Services. 

Carol is also involved in training teens to mentor kids. 
Carol earns $21,000 a year working 40 hours a week. 

Her school costs are $3,500 per semester, plus the cost of books; she has taken out 
student loans to pay for school. 

Carol has been back in school for three years, completing her master's degree in 
counseling and working on her doctorate. 

The Ph.D. program is three and a half years, and Carol intends to finish before her 
oldest child starts college. 

Being in the church, the family is always connected with work. 
This connection continues in Carol's new job so that her children know something 
about her work, as well. 



Blow the whistle 



on violence against women 
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Aiken, South Carolina, sponsors a wide range of activities for its youth. 



356 



1980-1989 



Her daughter works as an evening receptionist at her agency, which allows them to 

spend a little more time together. 

Her son has mentored a child that she counsels. 



Life in the Community: Aiken, South Carolina 

The church Carol attends has a solid middle class congregation in Aiken, South 
Carolina. 

Many of the church members are in management at the Aiken nuclear production 
facility, recently renamed the Savannah River Site. 

The family lives in a house known as a parsonage, a home owned by the church 
and provided to the minister as part of his compensation. 

Aiken is a quiet Southern town near the Savannah River with a population of 
20,000 in town and almost 120,000 in the county. 

The median household income in the county is $29,994 and 14 percent of the coun- 
ty population falls below the poverty level. 

Aiken is divided into four distinct economic communities: old Aiken money, the 
Savannah River Site, professional and manufacturing. 

Old Aiken money is connected with the horse community, golfing, and old houses 
and gardens. 

In the 1930s and 1940s, wealthy Northeast families would bring their horses on 
railroad cars to Aiken for the winter. 

A large section of Aiken near downtown is devoted to horses. 
Many horses still train at the race tracks in Aiken during the winter, and locals 
like to say that "every major race in the country has at least one Aiken-trained 
horse in it." 

Many of the secondary roads in this section of town are unpaved and covered in 
dirt to protect the horses' hooves. 

The Aiken Triple Crown in March is the big social event of the year. 
Tens of thousands of spectators come out on three consecutive Saturdays to watch 
the horses and their riders perform in the trials, the harness racing and the stee- 
plechase. 

The Savannah River Site came to the area during the Cold War. 
The "bomb plant," as it is known by locals, was built in the early 1950s and has 
been a principal employer ever since. 

Thousands of high-paying jobs came to the area to produce the nation's only 
weapons-grade plutonium and tritium. 

The plant currently employs 12,000 people on its 300-square-mile complex. 
The operating budget this year is $1.3 billion. 
This year has been an important one for the SRS. 

Westinghouse Electric Corporation has taken over management of the plant from 
DuPont, which has managed the site for almost 40 years. 

The site was officially included on the National Priority List for environmental 
cleanup by the Environmental Protection Agency this year. 

Levels of contamination at the site have been found to pose a risk to the environ- 
ment and human health, so the EPA will now regulate the site. 
Currently, all five reactors at the plant are shut down, either permanently or for 
maintenance. 

The professional community comprises teachers, bankers, attorneys, ministers and 
business owners. 
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Many community events are available for people of Aiken. 




The University of South Carolina has a campus in Aiken. 

Aiken Technical College provides training for manufacturing and other skilled jobs. 

The manufacturing community includes companies such as Owens Corning, 

American Switch Company, Kimberly Clark, and various textile mills. 

The people of Aiken have great civic pride. 

The downtown area is attractive and well kept. 

Hitchcock Woods is one of the largest urban forests in the country. 

The university hosts many events and a community theater provides local entertainment. 

Helping others is also important to the members of the community, and the United 

Way Campaign exceeds its goal every year. 

• Many in Aiken have been occupied by the biggest 
event of the year, Hurricane Hugo hitting South 
Carolina. 

• It was the strongest storm to strike the East Coast in 
almost 40 years. 

• Although no damage occurred in Aiken from the 
storm, the state suffered tremendous damage. 

• Twenty lives were lost in South Carolina and 24 counties 
were declared federal disaster areas. 

• It has been labeled the costliest hurricane to date. 

• When Carol's church sent work teams to the towns of 
Charleston and Sumter to participate in cleanup, she 
and her family participated in these work days. 

• They cleaned debris from yards and helped cover roofs 
to protect homes until they could be repaired. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1989 



The New York Times reported that social service volunteerism was on the rise 
Demonstrations for democracy in China's Tiananmen Square were televised world- 
wide on CNN; more than a million Chinese protestors marched 
Americans became concerned about the growing economic power of Japan after 
Sony bought Columbia Pictures and a group of Japanese businessmen bought 
Rockefeller Center in New York 

Tanker Exxon Valdez spilled 1 1 million barrels of oil off the coast of Alaska 
Movie openings included Born on the Fourth of July, When Harry Met Sally, Field 
of Dreams, Glory, Driving Miss Daisy, Dead Poet's Society, Roger and Me and My 
Left Foot 

Publisher Malcolm Forbes flew hundreds of celebrities to his $3 million 70th birth- 
day party in Morocco 

Fifty-seven percent of American households were linked to cable television 
Comedy cable TV, Michelob Dry, pregaphones to talk with fetuses, the Miata, 
female soldiers leading troops in battle and a girl in the Little League Baseball World 
Series all made their first appearance 

The term African American was introduced as a substitute for the racial designation 
"black" 

Pepsi fired Madonna after her video for "Like a Prayer" was released 
Cocaine use, including crack, was up 35 percent over 1985; an Illinois woman was 
charged with child abuse for cocaine use during pregnancy 

Hit songs included "Straight Up," "This Time I Know It's for Real," "Fight the 
Power" and "Cherish" 

America was in the 85th month of economic expansion; per capita income was up 
19 percent since 1982 
The Berlin wall was torn down 

Pro-life groups demonstrated following the United States Supreme Court's decision 
on Roe v. Wade concerning a woman's right to an abortion 

The most popular shows on television included Roseanne, The Cosby Show, Cheers, 
A Different World, Dear John and The Golden Girls 

Women's advocacy groups charged that the Scholastic Aptitude Test was biased 
against women 

Jane Pauley was replaced by Deborah Norville on NBC's Today Show 
Soviet troops were withdrawn from Afghanistan 

Wendy Wasserstein won both the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award for The Heidi 
Chronicles 

A long-acting contraceptive that protected women from pregnancy for up to five 
years when implanted under the skin was approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration 

Mothers Embracing Nuclear Disarmament sponsored a delegation of 10 Soviet 
women to the United States 
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The United States is now 
more dangerously de- 
pendent on foreign oil than 
at any time since 1980. A far 
more secure and reliable 
choice is electricity made in 
America from coal and nu- 
clear energy. 

Because nuclear energy replaces 
foreign oil, it has become one of 
the major pillars of U.S. energy 
independence. 

Going back to the great energy 
crises of the 1970s, the price of 
foreign oil has resembled a giant, 
dizzying roller coaster ride. The 
availability of foreign oil has also 
dropped down and shot hack up. 
And we don't even control the 
roller coaster — others do. 

Consider this ominous statis- 
tic: even though prices were low 
in 1986, America still had to pay 
about S 30 billion for foreign oil. 
That's a lot of dollars leaving this 
country, adding to an already huge 
trade deficit. 

Nuclear energy 
cuts oil imports 

Clearly, the more energy we use in 
the form of electricity from coal 
and nuclear energy, the less oil we 
have to Import. 

Nuclear-generated electricity 
has already saved America over two 
billion barrels of oil, with billions 
more to be saved before the turn of 
the century. That's why it's so im- 
portant for our energy self-reliance. 



More electricity 
for a growing economy 

Our economy needs plenty of new 
electrical energy to keep on grow- 
ing. Almost all of that new energy 
is coming from coal and nuclear 
electric plants. 

The truth is that nuclear en- 
ergy is an everyday fact of life in 
the U.S. It's been generating elec- 
tricity here for nearly 30 years. 
Tliroughout the country arc more 
tiian 100 nuclear plants, and they 
are our second largest source of 
electric power. As our economy 
grows, we'll need more of those 
plants to avoid even more depen- 
dence on foreign oil. 

Safe energy 
for a secure future 

Mast important, nuclear energy is a 
safe, clean way to generate electric- 



ity. U.S. nuclear plants have a whole 
series of multiple backup safety 
systems to prevent accidents. Plus 
superthick containment buildings 
designed to protect the public even 
if something goes wrong. (It's a 
"Safety in Depth" system.) 

The simple fact is this; Ameri- 
ca's energy independence depends 
in part on America's nuclear energy. 

For more information, write 
the U.S. Committee for Energy 
Awareness, RO. Box 1537 (RC1), 
Kidgely, Ml) 21681. Please allow 
4-6 weeks for delivery. 



Information about energy 
America can count on 

US. COMMITTEE FOR ENERGY AWARENESS 
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Selected Prices 

Camcorder, RCA $994.00 

Car Seat $54.99 

Cassette Player, Sony Walkman $19.95 

Coffeemaker, Mr. Coffee $36.00 

Compact Disc Player, Technics $229.95 

Compact Disc $11.99 

Computer Game $149.00 

Computer, Apple IIGS $795.00 

Floppy Disks, Fuji, per Box $9.95 

Liqueur, Kahlua, Bottle $9.97 

Printer, Epson $425.00 

Software, Lotus $339.00 



"S. Carolina Challenges U.S. on Waste," by Ronald Smothers, 
The New York Times, March 9, 1989: 

South Carolina, long a disposal site for hazardous waste from elsewhere, 
is striking back by banning waste from those states that do not allow 
disposal or treatment within their own borders. 

The move, a clear challenge to the federal government's authority to 
regulate hazardous waste, came in an executive order by Gov. Carroll 
Campbell. The order, which went into effect last week, said South 
Carolina will no longer accept hazardous waste generated by industries 
in 23 states and Puerto Rico. The ban applies to industrial byproducts 
like arsenic and mercury, as well as waste oils, flammable chemicals, pes- 
ticides and highly corrosive chemicals .... 

Some state officials and environmental leaders noted that the state's 
action, whether legal or illegal in the eyes of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, is forcing action in other states that the federal 
agency has long, but unsuccessfully, sought. 

For example, the legislature in North Carolina, one of the states now 
banned from dumping wastes at Pinewood, last week lifted a four-year 
moratorium on hazardous waste dumps in the state. The legislature also 
began considering legislation to create a stronger executive-level com- 
mission to designate dump sites. North Carolina sent 45,000 tons of 
waste from 268 companies to Pinewood last year, nearly one-third of all 
the waste at the landfill. 
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GT UP AND GO. 



Or go strap yourself into one and read the speedometer. Zero 
to 50 in 6.4 seconds, thanks to the German-engineered Golf GT's 
high-performance 1.8-liter fuel-injected engine and 5-speed close- 
ratio transmission. You can sit comfortably in your easy chair. Or 
experience the feel of 4-wheel independent sports suspension, 
front and rear stabilizers, rack-and-pinion steering and 60-series 
low-profile tires on 14-inch alloy wheels, ^n^, _. 
The new Volkswagen Golf GT. In two and (A V A\ The new 
four-door models. Why sit here reading ^/\^ Golf GT 
about it? Get up ancUy^est drive one. ^r^ 
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" 'Hugo Is a Killer' A deadly hurricane ravages South Carolina 

and leaves Caribbean islands prey to looters," Newsweek, 

October 2, 1989: 

Hugo slammed into Charleston just before midnight, packing 135-mph 
winds and pushing a 12-to-17-foot wall of water that threatened to 
level everything before it. Over the next several hours, the worst hur- 
ricane to hit the South Carolina coast in 35 years wrecked selective 
havoc on the historic waterfront city and the coastal islands to the 
north and south. Chic beachfront communities were devastated. Fort 
Sumter, where the Civil War began, took a pounding reminiscent of the 
Confederate bombardment of 1861. Downtown, some 30 major office 
buildings were damaged and Charleston's 188-year-old city hall was 
flooded when the roof broke open. All told, Hugo left at least 21 per- 
sons dead in the Carolinas and Virginia, and caused untold millions of 
dollars in property damage. "This is the worst storm, the worst disas- 
ter, I've ever seen," South Carolina Gov. Carroll Campbell said. "We're 
going to be a long time digging out and rebuilding." 




ARESGAH/RFHN0UI5T PRODUCTION s^stuegabgofme, wxwm bush 

JHPAO5T0F JWLI0H5 OF ffljBfflSP MUffll fv^* kwt- SHE'S HfflfflC ffl MBT 
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"DuPont Relinquishes Nuclear Plant," by Matthew L. Wald, 
The New York Times, April 1, 1989: 



At midnight, control of one of the oldest, largest 
and most polluted nuclear complexes in the 
world will shift from E.I. DuPont de Nemours 
&C Company, which designed and built it 38 
years ago, to the Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation, which the government hopes will 
set it straight. 

Most of the complex, the Savannah River 
Plant, is now shut down for safety reasons, but 
resumed operation is critical, because the plant 
is the nation's sole source of tritium, a perish- 
able material vital to most nuclear weapons. 

To resume production, Westinghouse is tak- 
ing on a vast managerial challenge: 12,000 
employees, many of them lifetime DuPont 
workers, spread over a 300-square-mile com- 
plex, running dozens of one-of-a-kind opera- 
tions, and carrying out 1,400 repair and con- 
struction projects with a cost of $2.5 billion. 
The operating budget this year is $1.3 billion. 

"It's a mixed bag," said James S. Moore, 
head of the Westinghouse subsidiary that is tak- 
ing charge. "Some activities are absolutely first- 
class and modern, other parts are very aged and 
need work, and, everyone recognizes, the 
money has not been put into maintenance." 

When the Westinghouse name is nailed to 
the sign board at 12:01 a.m. Saturday, it will be 
the first time the site is run under a contract that 



pays the operators more for doing a better job 
and less if there are accidents or unnecessary 
risks. It also makes explicit an assertion the 
Department of Energy has made in recent years: 
that it values safety above production goals. 

But Westinghouse acknowledges that it faces 
a major challenge in changing the attitudes and 
procedures of workers and managers, virtually 
all of whom will be the same people doing the 
same jobs. Of 30 top managers, more than half 
will stay. Mr. Moore brought a team of 10 sub- 
ordinates from Westinghouse's Pittsburgh head- 
quarters, but Westinghouse has deliberately 
avoided making many changes in the ranks, 
because operations must continue.... 

DuPont is ingrained here. It built this 
place — invented it, admirers say, at the height of 
the Cold War, after Harry S. Truman told the 
company's chairman that the giant chemical 
concern, a military contractor since the time of 
the Revolution, was best qualified for the job. 
Describing the job at the time as "probably the 
largest industrial project ever attempted," 
DuPont agreed to do it for costs plus one dollar. 

But for a decade, engineers and scientists 
have worried about the age of the reactors, and 
in recent months the Department of Energy has 
expressed dismay about worker attitudes, pollu- 
tion and the condition of equipment. 
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"Fort Mill Sports a Hot Number for Friday Night's Entertainment," by Ren Garfield, 
The Charlotte Observer, September 1, 1989: 



Fort Mill High senior Julie Youngblood, all of 5 
feet 5 inches and she-won't-say-how-many 
pounds, tackles the comparison with the fury of 
a blitzing linebacker. 

"Football players are jealous," said the color 
guard captain of the Yellow Jackets' marching 
band. "Everybody comes to the games to see the 
band. Band's big here." 

Youngblood, 17, doesn't mean to put a hit 
on her school's football team, which is pretty 
hot stuff in its own right. But when it comes to 
what's cooking these days in Fort Mill, nothing 
sizzles like the high school marching band. 

The band's 143 members (from a student 
body of 900) strutted onto their home field to a 
standing ovation last Friday when Fort Mill 
hosted Great Falls. When archrival Indian Land 
comes to town at 8 tonight, the home crowd 
will cheer for its football team — then save plen- 
ty of halftime whoops and hollers for the squad 
that has marched its way, double-time, into Fort 
Mill's heart. 

"The band is the pride of this community," 
director Bob Cotter said before practice 



Wednesday afternoon. "This is the one thing 
they identify with, that sets them apart from 
every other community." 

If high school football is king in South 
Carolina, marching bands ought to share the 
throne, adding a splash of color to the Friday 
night tradition that spices our lives.... 

It doesn't take a genius to walk into the 
band room at Fort Mill and realize nothing can 
hold a candle (or a trumpet) to the thrill that 
comes with being a marching Yellow Jacket. 

All along the walls are banners and trophies 
signifying success, from winning state contests 
to marching in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade in 1986, to copping a national champi- 
onship last spring in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

But the true reward of being in the band, said 
Cotter, doesn't just come from marching to glory. 

"When the kids graduate out of this band, 
there's a lot they can use in life," said Cotter, 
who came to Fort Mill three years ago from 
Virginia Beach, Va. "They all get leadership 
roles. They have to use their brains every second 
they're out here." 
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How can you tell 
who builds America's 
best family wagons? 



Put them to the test. 
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Iiwasioiv of Panama 



Sergeant 

Staff Sergeant Luella Sprague is part of a Military Police Battalion sent as part of the 
invasion of Panama, where the presence of women in combat captures headlines across 
the nation. 



Life at Home 

• Luella Sprague enlisted in the army right out of high school in order to help pay for col- 
lege; her childhood dream was to become part of the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. 

• Luella grew up in the community of Alto, Tennessee, at the foot of the Cumberland 
plateau. 

• In high school, her report card reflected more C's than A's, but her prowess as a 
lead-off-hitting softball shortstop earned her several partial scholarship offers to 
small colleges in the area. 

• Her parents' persistent struggles with debt convinced her that she would not attend col- 
lege on the "borrow now, pay back later" plan; money worries, she already knew, could 
be a huge burden. 

• Besides, the army's offer to see the world and earn 
money toward college was appealing. 

• Before she joined the army, Luella's longest journey 
from home had been to Graceland on the anniversary 
of Elvis Presley's death. 

• She knew she had made the right decision almost 
immediately; the army assigned her to military police 
training and offered additional courses toward a 
degree in criminal justice. 

• As an MP, she not only received police training, but 
also was qualified with an M-16 and all other basic 
combat tactics. 




Luella Sprague joined the army to pay for college. 
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Traditionally, women were not allowed in combat units, but 
might see action as members of the 503rd Military Police 
Battalion. 



Luella enjoyed the day-to-day routine of police work 
in the 503rd Military Police Battalion at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, but she loved the idea that her unit 
could be assigned in a hostile situation to keep peace. 
Traditionally, women were not allowed in combat 
units; military police served a support function. 
Luella thought the prohibition against women in com- 
bat ridiculous, and though many of her fellow male 
soldiers agreed, few were willing to speak publicly. 
A quarter of the soldiers in her company were tough 
and aggressive — and female. 

She could out-arm-wrestle many of the men, and out- 
drink all of them. 

However, she was just as wary as the men when in the 
spring of 1989, after more than a decade in service, 
her platoon got a new female commanding officer, 
Second Lieutenant Alice Zayicek, a Chicago native 
straight out of ROTC. 

Zayicek was a rigid disciplinarian who expected 
respect, and conducted herself with a quiet confidence 
not always found in new officers. 
After a few months, Luella decided that Lt. Zayicek 
was the best officer she had served with in over 11 
years of service. 



Life at Work 

• For much of 1988 and 1989, the country of Panama 
and its leader General Manuel Noriega had been in 
the headlines. 



"Snap It, Scrap It," Time, March 2, 1987: 



Disposable razors are one thing, but will anyone 
buy a throwaway camera? Fuji Photo Film and 
Eastman Kodak apparently think so. Their new 
rival models, both announced last week, com- 
bine film, plastic lens and shutter into one small 
box. After shooting pictures, users will take the 
entire camera to a photo lab for film processing. 
Kodak's Fling, which could be available by the 
summer, will sell for $6.95 and take 24 shots. It 
contains the 110 film used in Kodak's 
Instamatic cameras. Fuji will begin selling its 



Quick Snap this spring. It will cost less than $10 
for 24 exposures and will use higher-quality 
35-mm film. 

These gadgets will sell for roughly two to 
three times the cost of comparable film for reg- 
ular cameras. They are meant for use at the 
beach or other places where people might not 
want to bring more expensive cameras. They 
are not picture-perfect, though. Both models 
take outdoor shots only and cannot focus on 
objects that are less than three feet away. 
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Despite nearly 12,000 American troops in Panama, Noriega and his 
Panama Defense Force were exercising nearly absolute control over the 
country. 

Since the Panama Canal Treaty was signed during the Carter 
Administration, the influence of the United States in Panama had been 
declining. 

The treaty, which was derided by many, called for the entire American 
military presence to be gone by the end of 1999 — just a decade away. 
Currently, 12,700 American troops are assigned to Panama; the Central 
American country serves as the headquarters of the U.S. Southern 
Command. 

In May, a national election was held, with Noriega claiming victory 
even though neutral observers said he had lost in a landslide. 
In early October, a failed coup attempt increased tensions and exacerbated anti- 
American sentiment among Noriega supporters, particularly the Panama Defense 
Force. 

Word circulated around Fort Bragg that U.S. military involvement was imminent, 
although President Bush publicly denied any plans to invade Panama. 
In mid-December, Noriega's Panama Defense Force shot an American officer and 
tortured another while threatening to gang-rape the officer's wife. 
Bush ordered that Noriega be captured and his rogue government taken down. 
Seven thousand troops, including Ranger, airborne and infantry, were airlifted to 
Panama to join the forces on the ground. 
The operation was designated "Just Cause." 

Early on the morning of December 20, a multipronged attack — the largest force in 
the field since Vietnam — hit targets in Panama. 

As part of the assault, 3,000 members of the 82nd Airborne Division made the 
largest parachute drop since World War II. 
Noriega's defense forces provided token resistance before fad- 
ing into the landscape to conduct guerrilla warfare. 
Luella's company was deployed early in the attack plan. 
Approximately 2,500 troops consisting primarily of MPs land- 
ed in Panama behind the air assault. 

Although for Luella, excitement had been building all week, 
some soldiers were visibly nervous, while others were in a 
panic about childcare, since both mother and father were 
deployed at the same time. 

The night before she shipped out, Luella wrote her family the 
longest letter of her life, describing her pride at being an 
American, her joy of being a female soldier, and her excitement 
that she would be allowed to fight for her country. 
Upon landing in Panama, the MPs were immediately immersed 
in the thick of the fray. 

Luella's squad was assigned to join a perimeter force around 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Almost immediately, she was subjected to fire; as the day pro- 
gressed, the sounds of war were persistent, but not heavy. 
One soldier in her unit was hit, and although the wound was 
not life-threatening, he screamed in pain and fear at seeing 
blood gushing out of his body. 
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Luella was embarrassed by his behavior as he was carried off for 

medical treatment. 

In the second of several firefights during the first day, she was sure 

she had taken down two of the enemy. 

What a rush! 

Late in the day, an exhausted Lt. Zayicek stopped at Luella's 

post, offering encouragement with a firm "Carry on, soldier," 

and moving on. 

Luella marveled at the maturity of the 22-year-old officer. 

Panamanian resistance collapsed quickly in the face of superior 

strength. 

In the days that followed, the MPs set up a police department, as 

well as a night court staffed by Panamanian magistrates. 

Luella had performed similar operations on the island of St. 

Croix after Hurricane Hugo struck the island in September. 

Her other concern was containing the looters trying to take 

advantage of the chaos; each day, she patrolled with several 

Panamanian policemen. 
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A stickler for details, she kept those in her unit alert and 

aware of the dangers. 

Weapons were cleaned, oiled and on ready at all times, as the 

MPs were still subject to fire from burned-out buildings and 

looted storefronts. 

Rumors were bruited of sniper killings in the forbidding streets; 

every face and building were scanned for potential danger. 

Luella knew that she could die in seconds in these situations. 

She was amused that the stateside media was obsessed with 

the idea that women like her were in the line of fire, because 

in Panama, hundreds of women operated in the combat zone 

and had come under enemy fire. 

Also, for the first time, women led soldiers into action against 

an enemy. 

Official army policy still kept women from serving in units designated for combat; 

since the mid-1970s, women had served in support units such as the Military Police 

and the Signal Corps. 

The Panama invasion was now proving what military experts had said for years — 

in today's urban warfare, the line between combat and support is quickly blurred. 

Just as life began to fall into a routine — albeit still harrowing at times — word arrived 

that one of Noriega's chief lieutenants was hiding in a nearby apartment complex. 

Luella was beside herself with excitement as the entire unit piled in HMMWVs 

(high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles) and roared to the location. 

She leapt from the vehicle, her M-16 ready. 

As the building was quickly surrounded, a group led by Lt. Zayicek was the first 

inside, with Luella leading a group in right behind her. 

At each door, Lt. Zayicek knocked, producing a search warrant from the newly 

constituted Panamanian courts, then instructed Luella's team to fan quickly 

through the apartment from room to room with weapons highly visible. 

The Panamanian policemen watched in awe. 
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• Little was found until the fifth apartment search, where a soldier discovered a padlocked satchel from which, 
when slit open, tumbled out wads of U.S. bills. 

• The three women occupying the apartment vehemently denied knowledge of the money as they were frisked and 
cuffed by Luella, who had little patience for their denials. 

• She had even less patience with a soldier who began using the barrel of his gun to encourage one of the women to talk. 

• "We're pros!" she barked, and the interrogation ended. 

• She knew the prisoners would talk in good time. 

• For the time being, it was her job to secure the money and wait for the women to be driven to the police station. 

• Within weeks, she and her unit shifted from fighting to peacekeeping. 

• Through a cash-for-weapons program, the U.S. paid out $60,000 for 75,000 guns collected by the police; one 
Panamanian received $5,000 for driving an armored personnel carrier up to the doorstep of the U.S. troops. 

Life in the Community: Washington, DC and Panama 

• Critics in Washington are condemning the invasion of Panama as a "throwback to the era of gunboat diplomacy." 

• Others are saying it was simply a contrived, glorious moment in the "war against drugs" for a commander-in- 
chief who is still suspected of being wimpish. 

• The United Nations did not approve the invasion, considering it an illegal, unilateral use of force. 

• Approximately 23 American and 300 Panamanian soldiers died in the assault. 

• Editorial writers generally agree with President Bush that the invasion of Panama was necessary as a crusade for 
a democratic and drug-free hemisphere. 

• The president of the Panamanian Chamber of Commerce calculates that losses from looting and damage caused 
by the military invasion will top $1 billion. 

• Millions more, it is believed, will be needed to refurbish streets, waterworks, public buildings and other facili- 
ties long neglected by a government more obsessed with power than governance. 

• To help out in the crisis, the United States has asked Japan, which extensively uses the Panama Canal, to provide aid. 



372 



1980-1989 



Historical Snapshot 
1989 



The longest peacetime period of economic expansion reached its eighty-fifth month 
in December; per-capita income was up 19 percent since 1982 
Congress passed a $166 billion legislation to bail out the savings and loan industry 
Cocaine and crack cocaine use was up 35 percent over 1985 

Sony purchased Columbia Pictures, sparking comments of Japan invading 
Hollywood 

Demonstrators at Tiananmen Square carried a Styrofoam Statue of Liberty as part 
of the protest against the Chinese government 

A private U.S. satellite, comedy cable TV, pregaphone to talk to the fetus and a girl 
in the Little League World Series drew national attention 

The movie Batman grossed $250 million, the fifth-highest-grossing film in movie 
history 

Field of Dreams, When Harry Met Sally, Glory, Driving Miss Daisy, sex, lies and 
videotape and Roger and Me premiered at movie theaters 

Baseball Commissioner Bart Giamatti banned ballplayer Pete Rose for life from the 
sport for allegedly betting on games 

The joy Luck Club by Amy Tan, The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie, The Temple 
of My Familiar by Alice Walker, The Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells All by 
Allan Gurganus and A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking were bestsellers 
In Chicago, U.S. veterans protested at the Art Institute where the American flag was 
draped on the floor 

"Wind Beneath My Wings" by Bette Midler won a Grammy Award for best song 
Americans watched live news coverage of the Chinese and Eastern European revo- 
lutions and the San Francisco earthquake 

Across America, 57 percent of households had cable TV, and 66 percent owned a 
VCR 

A piece of the fallen Berlin Wall could be purchased at Bloomingdale's for $12.50 
Van Cliburn made a successful comeback after 11 years, playing the Liszt and 
Tchaikovsky piano concertos in Philadelphia and Dallas 

Physicists agreed on three basic types of matter: up and down; charmed and strange; 
and top and bottom quarks 
AZT was shown to delay the onset of AIDS 
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Selected Prices 

Azalea, Six-inch Pot $3.99 

Beer, Michelob, Case $9.95 

Car Phone $995.00 

Cereal, Kellogg's Corn Flakes $1.59 

Compact Disc $11.99 

Compact Disc Player $229.95 

Computer, Apple IIGS $795.00 

Glue Gun $24.99 

Gun Kit $19.99 

Light Bulb $4.00 

Microwave, Kenmore $199.99 

Panty Hose, Three Pairs $8.07 

Silk Azalea $24.99 

Soft Drink, Coke, Two-Liter $1.00 

Synthesizer, Yamaha $188.88 
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making decisions, 
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1990-1999 

The 1990s, called the "Era of Possibilities" by Fortune magazine, were domi- 
nated by an economic expansion that impacted every segment of society. For the 
first time, women filled half of all seats at the nation's law and medical schools. 
Fortune 500 companies boasted female presidents and CEOs, going beyond the 
token recognition of the abilities of women in previous decades. Increasingly, 
marketers focused their advertising on the millions of working women, under- 
standing their tendency to exercise significant discretion over household spend- 
ing. As wealth grew, possibilities flourished. Colleges became overcrowded, 
while the mini-baby boom of the 1980s swelled the attendance of elementary 
schools. Characterized by steady growth, low inflation, low unemployment and 
dramatic gains in technology-based productivity, the resulting expansion was 
particularly meaningful to computer companies and the emerging concept 
known as the Internet. This economy swelled the ranks of the upper class as 
Americans of all backgrounds invested in the soaring stock market and dreamed 
of capturing a dot-com fortune. 

The decade opened in an economic recession, a ballooning national debt, and 
the economic hangover of the collapse of much of the savings and loan indus- 
try. The automobile industry produced record losses; household names like 
Bloomingdale's and Pan Am declared bankruptcy. Housing values plummeted 
and factory orders fell. Media headlines were dominated by issues such as ris- 
ing drug use, crime in the cities, racial tensions, and the rise of personal bank- 
ruptcies. Family values ranked high on the conservative agenda, and despite 
efforts to limit Democrat Bill Clinton to one term as president, the strength of 
the economy played a critical role in his re-election in 1996. 

Guided by Federal Reserve Chair Alan Greenspan's focus on inflation control 
and Clinton's early efforts to control the federal budget, the U.S. economy 
soared, producing its best economic indicators in three decades. By 1999, the 
stock market produced record returns, job creation was at a 10-year high, and 
the federal deficit was falling. Businesses nationwide hung "Help Wanted" 
signs outside their doors and even paid signing bonuses to acquire new work- 
ers. Crime rates, especially in urban areas, plummeted to levels unseen in three 
decades, illegitimacy rates fell, and every year business magazines marvelled at 
the length of the recovery, asking, "Can it last another year?" 

The stock market set a succession of records throughout the period, attract- 
ing thousands of investors to stocks for the first time, including the so-called 
glamour offerings of high-technology companies. From 1990 to the dawn of the 
twenty-first century, the Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 318 percent. Growth 
stocks were the rage; of Standard and Poor's 500 tracked stocks, almost 100 did 
not pay dividends. This market boom eventually spawned unprecedented new 
wealth, encouraging early retirement to legions of aging baby boomers. The dra- 
matic change in the cultural structure of corporations continued to threaten the 
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job security of American workers, who had to be more willing to learn new 
skills, try new jobs, and move from project to project. Profit sharing, which 
allowed workers to benefit from increased productivity, become more common. 
Retirement programs and pension plans became more flexible and transferable, 
serving the needs of a highly mobile work force. The emerging gap of the 1990s 
was not always between the rich and the poor, but the computer literate and the 
technically deficient. To symbolize the changing role of women in the work 
force, cartoon character Blondie, wife of Dagwood Bumstead, opened her own 
catering business which, like so many small businesses in the 1990s, did 
extremely well. For the first time, a study of family household income conclud- 
ed that 55 percent of women provided half or more of the household income. 

During the decade, America debated limiting abortion, strengthening pun- 
ishment for criminals, replacing welfare for work, ending Affirmative Action, 
dissolving bilingual education, elevating educational standards, curtailing the 
rights of legal immigrants, and imposing warnings on unsuitable material for 
children on the Internet. Nationwide, an estimated 15 million people, including 
smokers, cross-dressers, alcoholics, sexual compulsives, and gamblers, attend- 
ed weekly self-help support groups; dieting became a $33 billion industry as 
Americans struggled with obesity. 

The impact of the GI Bill's focus on education, rooted in the decade follow- 
ing World War II, flowered in the generation that followed. The number of adult 
Americans with a four-year college education rose from 6.2 percent in 1950 to 
24 percent in 1997. Despite this impressive rise, the need for a more educated 
population, and the rapidly rising expectations of the technology sector, the cen- 
tury ended with a perception that the decline in public education was one of the 
most pressing problems of the decade. Throughout the decade, school violence 
escalated, capturing headlines year after year in widely dispersed locations 
across the nation. 

The '90s gave birth to $150 tennis shoes, condom boutiques, pre-ripped jeans, 
Motorola 7.7-ounce cellular telephones, rollerblading, TV home shopping, the 
Java computer language, digital cameras, DVD players, and Internet shopping. 
And in fashion, a revival of the 1960s' style brought back miniskirts, pop art 
prints, pants suits, and the A-line. Black became a color worn at any time of day 
and for every purpose. The increasing role of consumer debt in driving the 
American economy also produced an increase in personal bankruptcy and a 
reduction in the overall savings rate. At the same time, mortgage interest rates 
hit 30-year lows during the decade, creating refinancing booms that pumped 
millions of dollars into the economy, further fueling a decade of consumerism. 
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1994 Profile 



Joanne Binzen opened her own jewelry store and creates wonderful designs from old 
jewelry for her clients. In her spare time, she fulfills her other passion: doing fieldwork 
as a volunteer archeologist. 



Life at Home 

• Thirty-eight-year-old Chicago native Joanne 
Binzen dreamed of growing up in a happy 
home, attending college at a big name uni- 
versity and then opening an original-design 
jewelry store with her name out front. 

• She settled for opening a jewelry store with 
her name out front. 

• Her father's alcoholism dispelled the 
chances for a happy home, and her mother's 
early death ended any thoughts of college. 

• An early marriage produced both a wonder- 
ful daughter and an acrimonious divorce. 

• A second marriage, five years later, pro- 
duced a deeper satisfaction; for Joanne, the 
phrase, "I married my best friend," has true 
meaning, after eight years. 

• Currently, her husband is in Saudi Arabia 
working on a video project for a subcontac- 
tor for the military. 

• He often writes that the days are hot, long 
and fascinating. 

• He is making more than $70,000 a year; the 
couple plans to save his tax-free income and 




Joanne Binzen loves being creative. 
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buy some property in uptown Chicago that will allow 
them to combine their lives and work. 
Besides, when her daughter Helen finishes her master's 
degree in human behavior at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, Joanne believes she will be free to do any- 
thing — even go to college herself. 

Before she began working with jewelry, her first love was 
sculpture in wood, metal and ceramics. 
She fell in love with the details of working in sculpture; 
today, she derives enormous joy when customers finally 
discover, months later, the delicious, secret features she 
placed on their pieces.. 

Joanne always believes that she gets paid three times for 
her work as a jeweler. 

The first time is when a customer trusts her to design 
something as personal as jewelry. 

The second payment comes in the form of cash or a 
check when the job is done. 

The third and most important payment arrives when a 
customer returns to the store both wearing a piece of 
jewelry and ushering in a friend who is "dying to meet 
the artist." 

Most of her business comes from word of mouth, the 
third payment frequently leading to the first. 
Her other passion is archeology. 

Once a month, whether or not time permits, Joanne 
serves as a volunteer Illinois archeologist doing field- 
work. 

Being outdoors scrubbing dirt off an artifact with a 
toothbrush opens her mind to endless questions. 
Who made this delicate arrowhead or served meals on 
this pottery fragment? What were they like? How did 
they plan their days? What did they dream about? 
If they wanted me to design jewelry for them, what 
would it look like? 



Life at Work 

• Unlike more conventional jewelry stores, Binzen Jewelers 
does not have a window display filled with gold and sil- 
ver earrings, bracelets, necklaces, chains and rings. 

• In fact, the only object in the window is Joanne Binzen 
herself, working on one of her original designs. 

• Joanne is a recycler of nearly everything, capable of turn- 
ing the old, the worn and the dented into new treasures. 

• Clients bring her pieces of jewelry they no longer wear, 
and then rethinking begins immediately. 

• Joanne makes drawings of how an old, misbegotten 
brooch might become a Binzen original using the exist- 
ing gold, silver, platinum and gemstones. 
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"A lot of other jewelers don't do this," she 
enjoys saying. 

"My customers save money because my 
labor is less expensive than new material, and 
I get to do original designs with some mar- 
velous jewels that otherwise might never 
come my way." 

The process begins with each new client 
browsing through a gold-trimmed book of 
photos which eloquently displays Joanne's 
finest work during 14 years of jewelry 
designing. 

The next step takes place on paper. 
"This opens up each client to the possibili- 
ties," Joanne says. "We throw away the 
fences at the start and do a little dreaming. " 




Once a month, Joanne works as a volunteer archeologist. 
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At this stage, clients often recall other surplus jewelry that becomes another candi- 
date for recycling. 
Then the fun really begins. 

And because the expense of the precious jewels is not included in the price, elabo- 
rate concepts can bubble to the surface at an affordable cost to the customer. 
Joanne is careful to explain that her prices include all phases of the process: the 
design, creation and construction. 

Joanne is not shy about charging ($35 an hour) for every phase of the process. 
Although many women dream about the spectacular, ultimately, most gravitate 
toward more traditional designs once they realize they will be wearing their Binzen 
original in public. 

Often, a trip through the history of art helps some women fall for the elaborateness 
of art nouveau, the strong lines of art deco or the zaniness of the 1960s. 
Once a look is created, Joanne always promises that a wax mold will be created 
within two weeks. 

The wax mold is necessary, Joanne believes, because most people can't really visu- 
alize the creation when looking at a two-dimensional drawing; the wax mold brings 
out the details. 

This means that Joanne is often locked in her shop late into the night, neglecting 
friends, her recently begun exercise program and the paperwork of running her 
business. 

To make sure that her cat Martha is never neglected, Joanne brings the big Persian 
to work with her. 

Repeat customers refer to Binzen Jewelers as the Persian Palace, insisting appropri- 
ately that Martha, not Joanne, actually runs the store. 

After the customer marvels over the wax design and makes minor changes, the final 
design is then created by hand at the store, often in sight of everyone passing by the 
store window. 

Recently, a customer asked Joanne to redesign her wedding band, using the origi- 
nal diamond as well as the gold from another ring she felt was dated. 
After talking for 10 minutes, Joanne had a vision of what the customer wanted, 
even though the woman was struggling to articulate it. 
As so often happens, Joanne was right on the mark. 

She has designed and made jewelry for 2,500 customers through the years. 
Many clients are now friends who love to stop by with a bagel, donut hole or cof- 
fee, so they will have an excuse to chat with the creator. 



Life in the Community: Chicago, Illinois 

• Joanne Binzen has been operating her business in uptown Chicago since 1980. 

• When she relocated her shop to the neighborhood, it was hard times, but rents were 
cheap. 

• For several years, she simply endured, often dreading the prospect of having to 
work late nights alone. 

• The community hit rock-bottom around 1983, and then began to turn around 
approximately two years later. 

• At its worst, it was entirely written off by city officials who saw the neighborhood 
as a blight, with halfway houses, slums, barred storefronts, liquor stores, highly 
transient immigrant populations, homelessness, panhandling, and dive bars — the 
works. 
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Share your extraordinary bead-stringing designs wilh BeadStyle readers. Send a photo or /peg of 
your work to BeadStyle, PO Box 1612, Waukesha, Wf 53187-1612 or editor@beadstylemag.com. 
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Then, the neighborhood began to gentrify. 

Apartment complexes were renovated properly after years of being poorly main- 
tained with only quick fixes and secret bribes to building inspectors. 
Overnight, it seemed to Joanne, uptown became respectable, slum apartment build- 
ings were converted into refurbished condos and new stores opened up. 
Stories appeared in the Chicago Tribune about the new uptown. 
With this injection of capital, people began to look at the neighborhood in a dif- 
ferent light. 

Many discovered that the area possessed "good bones." 
Today, it boasts two theaters: the Aragon and the Riviera. 

When visitors ask, Joanne proudly tells them that her neighborhood abuts Lake 
Michigan and the northern reaches of Lincoln Park. 

Nowadays, sirens are still heard, but the number of poorly conditioned buildings is 
declining rapidly and only a couple of halfway houses remain. 
The Weiss Hospital is currently being renovated. 

Joanne no longer has bars covering her front windows, though most older front 
doors on her street still have metal gates. 

There is currently talk of several upscale bars and restaurants relocating into the 
better parts of the neighborhood. 

Joanne proudly tells potential customers that Al Capone and William Shakespeare 
are her neighbors. 

The Green Mill, a bar that gangster Capone made famous by frequenting, and per- 
haps "protecting," is on her street. 

A few doors north is Shake, Rattle, and Read, a small bookstore run for the last 20 
years by the same family, that carries the sonnets of the Bard, the poetry of 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti and many other books. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1994 



The Ritz-Carlton in Virginia fired a woman for refusing to shave her mustache 
Sex in America reported that married people have more sex than single people do 
Newt Gingrich's "Contract with America" proposed a balanced budget amend- 
ment, term limits, orphanages for neglected children and cutting money for the arts 
Millions watched the television-broadcast trial of former professional football play- 
er O. J. Simpson, who was found not guilty of murdering his wife and her friend 
Ronald Goldman 

Hollywood madam Heidi Fleiss was sentenced to six months in prison for pandering 
The National Institute of Health was unable to find a single cause for the rising 
number of cases of "Gulf War Syndrome" 

Collectibles related to the movie The Lion King were a must-have in homes with 
children 

A jury awarded $2.9 million to a woman who was scalded by a cup of coffee pur- 
chased at McDonalds; the verdict was appealed 

The bald eagle and California gray whale were removed from the endangered 
species list 

AZT was found to reduce the transmission of AIDS to infants by two-thirds 
Television's top 10 were Seinfeld, ER, Home Improvement, Grace Under Fire, NFL 
Monday Night Football, 60 Minutes, NYPD Blue, Friends, Roseanne and Murder, 
She Wrote 

Organized protests against the use of fur in fashion clothing increased 
The words "information highway," "Internet," "e-mail" and "unplugged" all 
entered into common use 

Movie openings included Forrest Gump, Pulp Fiction, Four Weddings and a 
Funeral and The Lion King 

The CIA discovered that one of its own employees, Aldrich Ames, was a spy who 
had betrayed America for years 

Barbara Streisand made her first concert tour in 27 years; despite ticket prices as 
high as $350 each, 18 concerts sold out in one hour 

Tobacco advertisements featuring Joe Camel were censured because of their appar- 
ent appeal to underage smokers 

Sheryl Crow's "All I Wanna Do" won a Grammy for best record 
California voters approved a ballot initiative that barred illegal immigrants from 
public education and social services 

The Stone Diaries by Carol Shield won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction 
Doctors reported that babies were capable of recognizing their names at 4.5 
months 

After rock star Kurt Cobain committed suicide, fans attending his memorial service 
hurled burning rolls of toilet paper 
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Selected Prices 

Leggings $15.00 

Running Shoes, Etonic $49.96 

Pager, Motorola, per Month $7.95 

CD/Cassette Player, Sony $166.00 

VCR, JVC $399.00 

Eggs, Dozen $0.89 

Hotel Room, Sheraton, New York $169.00 

Dishes, Corelle, 16 Pieces $17.97 

Dustbuster, Cordless Vacuum $17.99 

Mattress, Sealy Queen Size $324.00 

Automobile, Toyota Previa $20,893 

Pistol, Smith & Wesson, 38-Caliber $309.00 
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"True Gems, Partners Put a Gleaming Clasp on Business," by Jodie Jacobs, 
Chicago Tribune, October 9, 1994: 



The $10,000 Etruscan Revival 18-karat gold 
choker made in France circa 1865 would not 
look out of place in a museum. 

The $1,600 pin of delicate amethyst flowers 
in a quartz vase made in Lake Forest circa 1994 
would not look out of place in the vault of, say, 
an Armour or McCormick or Walgreen. 

Good jewelry, the really exceptional pieces, 
the kind that if you have to ask the price you 
might as well forget it, are the purview of gold- 
smith-gemologist Lise Bennett and antique jew- 
elry collector-dealer Judy Rosenbloom. 

The two have teamed up at Bennett's shop, 
Unicorn Designs on Bank Street in Lake Forest, 
to offer serious jewelry collectors the best of 
both of their worlds. 

Bennett, a Lake Forest native, opened her 
display-front workshop 18 years ago after sev- 
eral years of study in England, including work 
at Medway College of Design in Rochester 
(Kent) and at the Sir John Cass College of Art in 
London. 

"I was one of those kids who always knew 
what I wanted to do," said Bennett, 40. She had 
worked at a local antique furniture and acces- 
sory store during high school and took jewelry 
courses in England after graduating from high 
school. 

Rosenbloom, 50, of Highland Park, found 
her jewelry career much later. After working in 
marketing for 20 years, the last several as a spe- 
cialist in crisis communications at a Chicago 
public relations firm, she wanted to shift direc- 
tion. She started the Treasure Chest, operated 
out of a Northfield office by appointment about 
four years ago. 

Of her career, Rosenbloom said, "I was deal- 
ing with death and destruction. A product 
might be recalled because of poison. Jewelry is 
a happy business. The people giving jewelry are 
happy. The people getting jewelry are happy." 



Holding a museum-quality gold Etruscan- 
styled bangle bracelet, she noted the lock of hair 
inside the back. "You know this was given in 
love," Rosenbloom said. 

Pointing to the bracelet and choker, she said, 
"It's rare to find pieces on this level with this 
workmanship." 

Rosenbloom speaks with the authority of a 
longtime collector and more recently, a student 
of jewelry history. She had a masters degree in 
marketing from Roosevelt University in 
Chicago. But when she embarked on her new 
career, she took classes offered by Sotheby's 
auction house with the University of 
Manchester in London. 

Dealing in antique jewelry was a logical 
career switch. As a collector, Rosenbloom's 
search for fine antique pieces meant waiting 
until she and husband Jack traveled Europe, 
which was about once a year. 

"I would really look forward to it so I could 
add to my collection. In Chicago you can find 
trinkets, but it's difficult to find the really fabu- 
lous museum-quality pieces here. For the really 
outstanding pieces, you have to go to Europe." 

As an antique jeweler, Rosenbloom fills that 
gap for her customers by traveling to Europe 
about four times a year. "The best antique jew- 
elry is found in England," she said. And given 
that her career switch came at midlife, she is 
doing all the traveling after her three children, 
Doug, Greg and Mary, all in their twenties, have 
left home. 

Rosenbloom, who had used Bennett's skill in 
repairing antique jewelry, teamed with the gold- 
smith to do trunk shows (a designer's or dealer's 
special off-site showing) about three years ago. 
Explaining the delicate art of repairing antiques, 
Rosenbloom said, "You can't take these pieces 
to any jeweler. Lise shows a special appreciation 
of fine jewelry." 



386 



1990-1999 



"Uncovering the Past, Amateur Archeologists Really Dig the Work," by Steve Stanek, 

Chicago Tribune, October 9, 1994: 



While spending the better part of a warm and 
sunny Saturday with their hands in small tubs 
of chocolate-colored water, Beverly Rossman of 
Wheeling, Ellen McHugh of Rockford and 
Margaret Lindsey of Wheaton revealed some- 
thing about themselves. 

"We're committed, " said McHugh, 68, who 
was using a toothbrush to scrub dirt off what 
appeared to be a jawbone complete with teeth 
of a deer, or maybe an elk. "We're not doing 
this for pay. We're doing this because we love 
it." 

A person must love it to spend hours wash- 
ing centuries of dirt from bits of bone, chips of 
pottery and other refuse of primitive peoples. 
But for McHugh, Rossman, Lindsey and the 
nearly 70 other members of the Sauk Trail 
Chapter of the Illinois Association for the 
Advancement of Archeology, there's not much 
else they'd rather be doing — except, perhaps, 
digging up such items in the first place. 

Sauk Trail, based in McHenry County, is a 
club for amateur archeologists. Many have 
worked with college professors and profession- 
al archeologists at some of the most important 
archeological sites in the Midwest and beyond. 

"We're not armchair archeologists," said 
Rossman, a fiftyish woman who works at a 
Wheeling Kmart when she isn't indulging her 
interest in archeology. "We love field work." 

They love it so much, in fact, that they often 
pay to do it. Rossman smiles at the thought of 
her two trips to the Sand Canyon archeological 
site near Cortez, Colo. She paid $1,000 both 
times to spend a week on her hands and knees, 



scratching away paper-thin layers of hard dirt in 
the search for artifacts from Native Americans. 

"For an amateur archeologist, those trips 
were the ultimate," she said. 

For the most part, though, group members 
do their work closer to home. The artifacts the 
club members were cleaning that day came from 
a site in New Lenox. Club members and 
Midwest Archeological Research Services, a 
professional archeological firm run by Rochelle 
Lurie of Harvard, recovered them from New 
Lenox Park District property. The district is 
building a golf course and parking lot and hired 
Lurie's firm to excavate some of the property 
after finding evidence of an extensive Native 
American village. 

The New Lenox job is one of many Lurie 
has invited Sauk Trail members to work on. The 
excavation of the 20-acre site began last year 
and must be completed this year. So she wel- 
comes help from Sauk Trail. 

"It takes a lot of hands to do this kind of 
work," she said. "Professionals often don't have 
the chance to get out and record sites that peo- 
ple in developing areas know about. Groups 
like Sauk Trail can do a lot of good by identify- 
ing such sites and helping to record them. 

Lurie said the New Lenox project "is a large 
and complicated site." She said it appears that 
several distinct groups of people occupied the 
area over a 600-year period, starting at 1000 
A.D. The archeologists have found lots of pot- 
tery, stone tools, animal bones, charcoal, and 
some plant fibers, even European beads and 
brass. 
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"Academic Research Far from Dry," by Pam Kassner, Chicago Tribune, October 9, 1994: 



Beverly Dow studies tree sex. A doctoral stu- 
dent, she has spent five years trying to find the 
father trees of nearly 300 acorns. In technical 
terms, she's studying wind pollution. 

David Crewe's doctoral research sounds like 
something from the 1989 movie Honey, 
I Shrunk the Kids. Crewe and 50 other students 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago are 
studying how to make things smaller. 

For her master's work, Diane Lockwood 
researched the consequences of professional 
women using humor. And for his master's degree, 
Michael Erickson studied bicycle commuting. 



To non-academics, these study topics and 
others might seem unusual, but most graduate 
and postgraduate research topics do seem a lit- 
tle strange, said Jeff Slovak, the University of 
Chicago's deputy dean of students in graduate 
programs. That's because the work is so nar- 
rowly focused, he said. 

"You can't stay at a general level and make 
a contribution," he said. "You have to set out to 
answer a specific question or topic. But the 
answer to that specific issue might very well 
lead you to form a more general perspective on 
a topic." 
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The single mother emerged in the later part of the 20th century as the new poor, or as 
one author said, the "feminization of poverty." Marilyn is the divorced mother of two 
teenagers and a young boy with mental problems. She left school after completing the 
10th grade and has worked a variety of jobs ever since. 

"I worked for four years in a foundry. They made anything from cast-iron 
doorstops to manhole covers. It's good money. I made $8.45 an hour and I went from 
$7.02 to $8.45 in three months. That's good money. Normally I would work from 
three in the afternoon until midnight. But sometimes you had to work a lot more. It is 
non-union so you have to do it. Many times we worked from one in the afternoon until 
three in the morning. And that was six days a week. 

I worked on the sorting line. You had to break castings off the molds. Like, if it's a 
barbell, we made barbells, you pick the weight up, slam on the side of the line to break 
the mold casting off. You take an air gun, sort of like a dentist's drill with a sander on 
it, and sand the barbell down smooth. Then you take it over and slide it down a chute. 
I would do like three or four of these a minute. That would be hard, lifting all night. 
I got tendinitis in both of my arms. 

There are about five people on the sorting line. It's very noisy and very dirty. You have 
to take a shower before you leave there. It's black sand and oil, pieces of cast-iron metal. 
You get it in your hair. You are all black. You look like you came out of the coal mine. 

They really don't train you. You just put your ear cuffs on, you wear your safety 
glasses and steel-tip shoes, and go down the stairs. I had a super boss. His boss would 
come out and yell at him. Then he would come and say, 'Hey, look, you did this wrong 
but I am supposed to really yell at you, so bear with me.' Then he would scream at the 
top of his lungs at you, so the big guys would understand that he was yelling at you. 
Then he would say, 'I'm sorry I had to do that.' 

You get two 15-minute breaks and 35 minutes for lunch. They shut down two 
weeks in the summer. Once you've been there a year, you get paid one week, and the 
other you don't get paid. After five years you get a whole whopping two weeks. That's 
still during the shutdown weeks. 
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I don't know if I could have gone any further. You work there. That's it. That's as far 
as you go. After five or six months you might get a quarter raise. But I started to get more 
raises, almost up to $2.80 through my work. I probably would have worked my way up, 
probably to the weighing scale. They bring the parts over, you weigh them, and that's 
how they can determine how many parts are in or how many parts are missing." 
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1995 Family Profile 



Paula Langone, a single, White schoolteacher from Omaha, Nebraska, lives in New 
York City, where she teaches in the south Bronx, one of the poorest sections of the city; 
her life revolves around her students. 



Annual Income: $27,000 



Annual Budget 

Clothing $600.00 

Educational Expenses $4,500.00 

Electricity $288.00 

Food $6,200.00 

Food away from Home $600.00 

Heat $0.00 

Intercity Transportation $1,250.00 

Personal Care $250.00 

Rent $5,780.00 

School Supplies $1,000.00 

Telephone $960.00 

Transportation $1,200.00 



Life at Home 

• For the past three years, Paula has been living in the Italian Williamsburg section 
of Brooklyn, New York. 

• Her apartment, which sits right on the street, was built at the turn of the century 
to house immigrant dock workers. 

• Later the building became a prosperous bar and brothel. 



391 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 




Paula's third-floor, 900-square-foot apartment was created by combining two rooms. 
The apartment includes a living room, bedroom, kitchen, and bathroom. 
The bathroom was added in the 1940s when outhouses were removed from the 
area; the space occupied by the toilet and bathtub was once a closet. There is no 
room for a sink, so she washes her long hair in the kitchen sink. 
Heat, the cost of which is included in the $480.00 monthly rent, is provided by 
steam radiators, which can be very noisy. 

Paula lives with her cat and hundreds of books, most concerning teaching, educa- 
tion, or art — her first love. 

The television set is eight years old and stays unplugged. 

Her food expenses include eating at a deli twice a week near Columbia Teacher's 
College, where she is working on her master's degree in education. 
Her food consists of vegetables from the Korean market, rice, pasta, and chicken; 
she spends $4.00 a week on cat food. 

Pork, beef, and fish are generally prepared and eaten only on special occasions. 
A pack-a-day smoker, her tobacco bill runs $18.00 a week; she also occasionally 
buys beer and wine. 

She does not own a car, but she rides the subway to work and home every day and 
twice a week to night classes at Columbia Teacher's College; she receives some 
scholarship money to attend the school. 

The subway stop is three blocks from her apartment; she does not hesitate to ride 
the subway late at night by herself. 

Paula is currently building her teacher wardrobe; a friend in Omaha, Nebraska, 
who works at a major department store puts away clothing for her all year; she 
spends $600.00 on clothing that would have cost twice that in New York City. 
During her flight across country to Nebraska to see her parents, she buys the clothes her 
friend has collected for her; she normally spends a total of $1,200 on trips out West. 
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The bulk of her discretionary money goes to buy supplies for her classroom; the 

$125.00 "teacher's choice" supply allowance covers about one-third of her needs. 

In addition she buys books and magazines for her use in the classroom. 

School supply buying trips include a visit to the New York City Library where she 

buys used paperback books for $0.25 and hardbacks for $0.50; friends often 

donate art supplies and magazines for her use in the classroom. 

Her personal care budget includes perfume and normal toiletries; she does her own hair. 

On major holidays such as Easter, Christmas, and summer she escapes the city by 

travelling to a monastery in upstate New York where her uncle is a monk. 

On Thanksgiving she often sleeps late and eats Chinese takeout. 



Life at Work: Education 

• Her fifth grade class in the south Bronx includes 20 children. 

• Approximately 40 percent are African-American and 60 percent are Spanish, most- 
ly from Puerto Rico. 

• She earnestly believes, "If I can help them, I can save the world." 

• She now believes that she has been called to be a teacher of the disadvantaged. 

• The parents of more than half the class are on welfare. Most have been in the 
United States all of their lives, as few new immigrants are moving into the area. 

• Three of the 20 children have both a mother and father in the home. 
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The school where she teaches was built in 1960 with 
sleek, modern lines; the janitorial service has worked 
hard to maintain the facilities despite declining funds. 
Most of her children have serious deficiencies in 
reading and English, since many speak only 
Spanish at home. 

Paula often buys with her own money hands-on 
materials, such as puzzles, to help the children 
with their reading skills. 

Typically the children are closer to their expected 
age group in math. 

The school provides both breakfast and lunch; for 
most of the children in her class these meals are impor- 
tant because they guarantee the children will eat, and 
are often the biggest meals of the day for them. 
A typical day includes reading, writing exercises, dia- 
gramming of sentences, and extensive work with 
grammar and math through applied science exercises. 
The class also takes a field trip once a month to art 
museums, zoos, the ballet, and parks. 
In the spring much of the school curriculum revolves 
around teaching for the annual city and state tests 
that measure performance and determine funding. 
Test scores are declining; Paula believes it is a 
"forgotten school." 

Currently, the increasing use of crack is invading 
her classroom; children come to school exhausted 
because their parents have gotten and stayed high 
the night before. 

Some of her best students have the most isolated 
lives, she says. 

To protect their children from gangs and drugs, 
parents keep the children inside on weekends, 
often renting three or four movie videos on Friday 
afternoon and watching them continuously until 
Sunday evening. 

Many of the children do attend church on weekends, 
especially Jehovah's Witness and fundamental Baptist; 
many of the Spanish families were once Catholic. 
By her own description Paula fell into teaching back- 
wards after two decades in theater and set design. 
Originally from Omaha, Nebraska, while attend- 
ing an all girl's Catholic high school, her life 
revolved around the community theater where she 
both acted and worked in the make-up crew. 
After attending colleges in Nebraska, Florida, and 
New York, she went to work in theater in 1978. 
She worked primarily in set design and finally left at 
age 38 to begin substitute teaching in 1991 because 
"I didn't want to paint scenery anymore." 
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"Education Transfers and Stops— Public Schools Are Struggling with High Student 
Turnover," The New York Times, March 1995: 



"It is March, and Marie Pompeo-Melone, the 
nurse at Public School 8, is still registering new 
students — 25 in the first eight days of the 
month alone. 

The students keep coming, but the seams of 
the school do not burst because others are leav- 
ing just as fast. In 1993, the school had a mobil- 
ity rate of 89 percent according to the 
Education Department, meaning that 89 per- 
cent of the children spend part of the year else- 
where. Ms. Pompeo-Melone's file cabinets are 
crammed with their transfer papers, and her 
head swims with their faces and names. 

'I can't tell you the last time there was a day 
when I had no transfers,' Ms. Pompeo-Melone 
said. 'It's just all the time. Words cannot 
describe how mobile it's become.' 

PS. 8 is not alone. Throughout the county, 
especially in poor areas, schools are struggling with 
student turnover rates of 70, 80, and 90 percent. A 
1994 report by the General Accounting Office 
found that nationwide, 17 percent of third graders 
had attended three or more schools since first 
grade. At many urban schools, that third-grade 
percentage is often double. 

The consequences can be troubling for both 
schools and students. Children who move often 
are more likely to fail a grade and have behav- 
ioral problems than those who do not, accord- 
ing to a 1993 study published in The Journal of 
the American Medical Association. 'Even a 
short move is often stressful,' said David Wood, 
an author of the study and a pediatrician at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. 

Lillian Soto was in first grade in Puerto Rico, 
split the second grade between schools in 
Hoboken and Jersey City, attended PS. 8 for third, 
fourth, and fifth grades, transferred to another 
Jersey City school for sixth grade and now, as an 
eighth grader, is back at PS. 8. Lillian said she did 
not know why her family had moved so much. But 



recently, she said, her mother has been thinking 
about returning to Puerto Rico. Lillian, 13, said 
her brothers all wanted to go. But she will resist. 

'She didn't want to let me finish the eighth 
grade,' she said. 'I don't want to keep moving to 
different places. I'm tired already.' 

The question, educational experts say, is 
this: Can any effort to improve public schools 
succeed if the schoolhouse door is a turnstile? 

'Do we really have a prayer of educating 
these kids?' said L. Scott Miller, author of a 
study of student mobility, for the Council for 
Aid to Education. 'I say no.' 

Education experts say they have only started 
examining the problem in recent years, and as a 
result there are few data, making it difficult to 
know if the mobility rate is growing worse. But 
at PS. 8, the teachers have no doubt. 

'Years ago I could see a little kid in the first 
grade and that kid was here at graduation,' said 
Linda Herman, who has taught at P.S. 8 for 30 
years. 'That was most. Now it's a handful. 
Everything has just changed so.' 

For some families, moving means enhanced 
fortunes as a parent takes a better job or buys a 
larger home. But among the nation's most tran- 
sient families, it is often poverty and its compli- 
cations that lead to a change in address. A par- 
ent loses a job and is evicted. An unemployed 
mother bounces from the house of one relative 
to another. An immigrant gives up on his 
dreams and returns to his homeland. 

Poor families move twice as often as those 
that are not poor, according to a report by the 
Bureau of the Census. A study by the Council 
for the Aid to Education linked frequent moving 
to unemployment, immigrant status, the short- 
age of low-income housing and problems like 
drug use, violence, and child neglect. 

'Mobility is both a cause and a symptom,' 
said Mr. Miller, author of the study."." 
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Life in the Community: New York City 

• The two most secure institutions in the south Bronx community are the police station 
and the school; the community includes few banks, grocery stores, or movie houses. 

• Most services available within the community are more expensive than those in 
other sections of New York; many of the families have cars, often nice cars. 
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Historical Snapshot 
1995-1996 



Chevron settled harassment charges concerning offensive jokes and comments for 

$2.2 million 

Michael Jordan left baseball, returning to professional basketball 

The longest Major League Baseball strike in history, 234 days, ended 

The Supreme Court ruled that only a constitutional amendment can enforce term 

limits on Congress 

40,000 African-American men met in Washington, D.C. 

25 percent of Americans continued to smoke cigarettes despite health warnings 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average peaked at 5,216; unemployment was at 5.6 percent 

The pushup bra gained enormous popularity 

Casual Fridays were introduced at the workplace 

After 130 years, Mississippi lawmakers ratified the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery 

The nation was divided over the not guilty verdict for O.J. Simpson, accused of 

killing his wife; polls indicated that 65 percent of Whites believed he was guilty, 

while 65 percent of Blacks thought he was innocent 

The FBI reported another sharp decline in crime rates 

President Bill Clinton's approval rating surpassed 50 percent for the first time 

About 55 percent of women provided half or more of household income 

The Centers for Disease Control reported a leveling-off of teen sexual activity; 52.8 

percent used condoms 

New York became the 38 th state to reinstate capital punishment 

For the first time, Ford sold more trucks than cars; demand for light trucks, like 

minivans and sports utility vehicles, increased in urban and rural areas 

Mars released a blue M&M candy for the first time 

The Minnesota Aid Project for Condoms advertised: "When you give the gift of 

love, make sure it's wrapped properly." 

The 25th anniversary of Earth Day was celebrated 

Dow Corning declared bankruptcy after failure of its silicone breast device 
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That card swapping ritual is so passe. 
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1995 Economic Profile 

Income, Standard Jobs 

Bituminous Coal Mining $42,711.00 

Building Trades $28,465.00 

Domestics $10,854.00 

Farm Labor $15,863.00 

Finance, Insurance, 

and Real Estate $38,577.00 

Gas, Electricity, and 

Sanitation Workers $38,936.00 

Manufacturing, Durable Goods . . .$28,507.00 
Manufacturing, Nondurable 

Goods $24,387.00 

Medical/Health Services 

Workers $21,234.00 

Miscellaneous Manufacturing $21,798.00 

Motion Picture Services $39,585.00 

Nonprofit Organization 

Workers $15,016.00 

Passenger Transportation 

Workers, Local and Highway . . .$18,525.00 

Postal Employees $35,797.00 

Public School Teachers $27,130.00 

Radio Broadcasting and 

Television Workers $32,223.00 

Railroads $42,175.00 

State and Local Government 

Workers $29,023.00 

Telephone and Telegraph 

Workers $35,844.00 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 

Workers $14,412.00 



Selected Prices 

Bridgestone High Performance 

65 HR Tire $85.00 

Cashmere-Blend Jacket $69.99 

Crest Gel Tartar Control 

Toothpaste, 6.4 Ounces $2.00 

Disney's Lion King Video $29.97 

Everyday Battery, D-Size, Two-Pack $6.00 

Hotel Room at The Talbot Hotel $160.00 

Kirium Chronometer Men's Watch . .$1,695.00 

Lubriderm Lotion, 16 Ounces $7.00 

Pink/White Lily Flowering Tulip 

Bulbs, 100 $43.00 

Rand Barbie 12" Girl's Bicycle $49.97 
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Robitussin DM Cough 

Suppressant, Four Ounces $3.00 

Secret Deodorant, 1.7 Ounces $1.50 

Sierra Four-Piece Setting; Bakelite 

Handles $40.00 

Sofa, Green Stripe Cover $999.00 
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SOLO Radar and Laser 

Cordless Detector $199.00 

Ultra-Downy, 20 Ounces $2.00 

Variflex Rollerblades $34.97 

Wing Chair, Floral Cover $699.00 

Zenith 19" Color Television $139.00 

Zinsser's Blend & Glaze 

Decorative Paint, Gallon $25.00 



"Despite Higher Rates, Miles Wear on Thicker," The New York Times: 



"Charles Holman had no time to clean out the 
mud and the dung from his livestock trailer 
because he had to drive 760 miles after delivering 
a truckload of cattle in Colorado the day before. 

Now, on a west Texas ranch, he was coaxing 
and prodding 111 terrified calves into the trailer, 
a double-decker aluminum labyrinth of 
cramped compartments. 

They kicked, they scrambled, they bellowed. 
They added to the malodorous mess and they 
splattered it on his jeans, his shirt, and his face. 

To stomp around in this slop day after day 
'you've got to have diesel fuel for blood,' 
Mr. Holman said, 'and manure for brains.' 

An an independent trucker with his own rig, 
he also has to have the financial savvy of a cor- 
porate treasurer to turn a profit when the indus- 
try he depends on — ranching — is in a slump. 

Judged by one important number, his busi- 
ness is picking up. Mr. Holman managed to 
negotiate a nine percent increase in his rates this 
year, to $2.40 a loaded mile from $2.20. That's 
three times the three percent consumer price 
inflation rate that most economists are predict- 
ing for the United States for all of 1995. 

But Mr. Holman is not celebrating. For one 
thing, his bottom line still looks pretty weak. 
He says his income this year — after expenses 
but before taxes — from the truck he operates 
and a second trailer that he rents out will total 



$18,000 at most. And if ranchers keep cutting 
back their herds, he adds, he might have to go 
out hustling for business again. 'I read where 
the economy is getting better every day,' he said. 
'But live in a farming and ranch area. It doesn't 
look like it's getting better here.' 

The biggest threat to his prosperity at the 
moment, though, probably isn't economic uncer- 
tainty. It is his age. At 56, he can still bound up 
into his cab without a grunt and, brandishing his 
yellow electric prod, can still let the cattle know 
who's boss. But his beard has turned white and 
he is less willing to sleep in an upholstered sleep- 
ing compartment instead of at home with his 
wife in Childress, in the Texas panhandle. After 
almost four decades of driving, he said, 'The old 
miles just kind of wear me down.' 

As he drives less, with the gross income from 
his truck falling to a projected $70,000 this 
year, from $102,000 in 1994, Mr. Holman is 
taking no chances. Instead of buying a shiny 
new rig, he has stayed with a 1985 Autocar that 
he found for $30,000 in 1990, less than half the 
original price. It has now been driven 1.2 mil- 
lion miles. 

His son got a nearly new truck last year just 
by agreeing to assume someone else's payments. 
After five months, Mr. Holman recounts, the 
bank had the truck and his son was calling him 
for leads on a new job." 
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Time Magazine, December 21, 1998: 



"The story was a headshaker. Ruth Sherman, a 
White Brooklyn, New York, elementary school 
teacher, assigned her class a book called Nappy 
Hair, about a little girl's proud acceptance of her 
coily mane, in order to bolster the self-esteem of 
her Black and Latino charges. But some parents, 
after seeing only a few photocopied pages, 
assumed the book was a racist put-down and 
essentially ran Sherman out of the school. Most 
New Yorkers were torn between amazement at 
the brouhaha and pity for the children, who 
have lost a good teacher. But for Trevelyn Jones, 
book-review editor of the School Library 
Journal, the real surprise was that the book 
made it into Sherman's classroom at all. 'Many 
teachers find it easier to stick with the tried and 
true,' she says. 'That Sherman even knew about 
this book is unusual.' 



Reading, so we're told, is fundamental to a 
child's education. But trying to get good 
books — not just the classics but also worthy 
contemporary works — into young hands is 
increasingly providing a pit of problems. Spotty 
teacher training, lack of library assistance (if not 
lack of libraries themselves), and fear of contro- 
versy all help push teachers toward outdated or 
bland book choices. Those who fight back with 
verve risk being drummed out of a job or even 
chased into court . . . 

. . . According to the National Children's 
Book and Literacy Alliance (N.C.B.L.A.), 48 
states don't require children's literature training 
for state certification. What's more, the budget 
cuts of the 1980s left a quarter of all American 
schools without libraries and many of those 
remaining are manned by untrained volunteers." 
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Economics and Education 

Income is not the sole determinant of how children 
turn out, but many believe parental income is the sin- 
gle most important influence on a child's chances. 
Poor children weigh less than rich children at birth 
and die more often in their first year of life. 
When they enter school, poor children score lower 
on standardized tests. 

Poor children are absent more often from school 
and have more behavior problems. 
Poor teenagers are more likely than teenagers of 
affluent families to have a baby, drop out of 
school, and get in trouble with the law. 
Children raised in poverty are more likely to end 
up poor and in need of public assistance. 
From the Great Depression to the 1970s, U.S. policy 
was dominated by the theory that income support 
can cure many of the problems of poor children. 
Prior to the Great Depression, poverty was viewed 
as a sign of weak character. 

Aid to families with dependent children grew from 
3.1 million families in 1960 to 6.1 million in 1969. 
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"To End Pog Fights, Schools Ban Game," The New York Times, March 22, 1995: 



"Schools around the country are finding that it is 
easier to ban Pogs, the Hawaiian disk game that is 
supplanting children's pastimes like marbles, than 
to spend hours straightening out schoolyard fights. 

In Wormleysburg, Pennsylvania, the raucous 
recess game is no longer permitted. 'We have to 
put them away or we get sent to the principal's 
office,' said Laura Arter, 10. 

'Pogs is often played for keeps, with the win- 
ners taking home the pog disks as spoils, a situa- 
tion ripe for conflicts,' said Mary Larcome, a 
fourth-grade teacher in Haverhill, Massachusetts. 
'It takes away from your teaching time when 
you're trying to settle the problems,' she said. 

The game has also been discouraged or 
banned in schools from Windham, New 
Hampshire, to Spokane, Washington. 

There are various ways to play Pogs, also 
known as 'milk caps,' but generally each play- 



er has some of the waferlike cardboard disks 
and a heavier disk, usually made of plastic, 
called a 'slammer.' The disks are stacked and 
a player throws the slammer on them; in one 
version of the game, he keeps all the ones that 
flip over. 

Pogs started taking off in Hawaii in 1992. 
The name comes from the abbreviation on the 
caps of a popular Hawaiian drink containing 
passion fruit, orange, and guava juice. 

The game is now a multimillion-dollar 
industry, with fancier caps that carry designs 
like cartoon and movie characters. The disks 
cost from a few pennies to about $7.00. 

At Thompson Middle School in St. Charles, 
Illinois, 'they became a pretty hot item to steal 
as well as the cause of arguments,' said Kurt 
Anderson, the principal. 'We just ask the kids 
not to bring them.'" 
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What Money Can't Buy, Family Income and Children's Life Changes: 



"An assistant principal in a school in which 
nearly all the students are economically disad- 
vantaged described it this way: 'A lot of time 
the parents want to have expectations for their 
kids. But they think it doesn't do any good to 
have expectations if you don't think it's ever 
going to be in the reach of the child. So they 



don't follow through. Lack of hope. That is one 
of the most profound things. Simply the lack of 
hope. You take most of the parents that we 
work with and they would like to hope that 
their child will go to college, but they don't 
really see a way that they are going to make 
that happen.'" 



404 



1990-1999 



"A Happier Twist on Housing: 

From Bad Landlords to Co-ops," 

The New York Times, September 17, 1995: 

"When Robert Santiago moved into his apartment on Division Avenue 
in Williamsburg 20 years ago, it had no boiler, no heat, and few tenants, 
and the landlord did not pay property taxes. The city took over the 
building in the mid-1980s. 

Now, Mr. Santiago and the other tenants won the building: They 
bought it four years ago from the city for $250.00 an apartment to form 
a co-op. Every month, they meet to pay bills and discuss repairs. 'When 
I came here, it was the Twilight Zone,' said Mr. Santiago, 38. 'I can sleep 
now. I couldn't sleep before.' 

Weighed down by the costs of maintaining buildings it has seized, 
the city has increased its efforts to sell them — to private landlords, non- 
profit groups, and tenant co-ops. And a survey released last week indi- 
cates that, among Brooklyn residents in current and former city-owned 
housing, tenant co-ops are by far the most popular. The co-ops scored 
highest in terms of services like heat and hot water, management, and 
safety; city-owned units came out last. The city owns 2,885 occupied 
buildings seized for tax delinquency, 1,054 of them in Brooklyn. 

The survey, sponsored by a group of housing organizations, polled 
3,000 residents in 500 Brooklyn buildings. 

Deborah C. Wright, Commissioner of the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development, which oversees city-owned housing, 
said that when the city sells a building, tenants are given the option to 
form co-ops. But 60 percent of the residents must agree to do so and 
must take classes in management, budgets, and repairs. 'Some people 
are highly motivated and want to own and take responsibility for every 
aspect of their buildings,' she said. 'Other people just want to rent.' 

Ms. Wright said that she thought the survey's conclusions did not 
reflect recent changes in housing programs under the Giuliani adminis- 
tration. 'The one thing we agree on 100 percent is that the city is the 
worst landlord in the city,' she said. 

Standing in a newly painted hallway of his tenant co-op on Division 
Avenue, Santana Rosendo said taking on the responsibility was worth 
the effort. 'Everyone owns their apartment,' said Mr. Rosendo, 74. 
'Everything is better because it is our own.'" 
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1998 Profile 



Middle Class 

It's been quite a year for Robin Lye. As a high school sophomore, she played on a bas 
ketball team that emerged second in the state, a soccer team 
that was state champion, and she was named player of the 
year; best yet, she is making all A's in advanced classes and 
has a boyfriend. 



Life at Home 

• The past year has been rewarding. 

• It began with the high school cross-county season last 
fall, when Robin finished eighth in the state of Georgia 
and fifth in Atlanta. 

• But soccer is her real passion. 

• During the same season, Robin played "club" soccer with 
girls aged 17 years and under, many actively recruited for 
the team from seven other high schools in the area. 

• Each weekend they would travel to locations as distant 
as Jacksonville, Florida; Columbia, South Carolina; 
Washington, DC; or Raleigh, North Carolina, to play 
soccer against the region's best teams. 

• They won more than half their games and were seen by 
a wide range of college recruiting coaches; because 
Robin is a sophomore, no coach was allowed to talk 
with her, but many asked questions of her coach. 

• When basketball season arrived, the high school coach 
asked her if she would try out, and she became the only 
white girl on the squad. 

• Her school, which is 50 percent African-American, gen- 
erally observes clear dividing lines — black girls play bas- 
ketball and white girls play soccer. 




Robin Lye is having a great year. 
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Robin travels throughout the South playing soccer on weekends. 



Most of the teams they play reflect the same racial makeup; at most basketball 
games, 90 percent of the fans are African-American, while at the soccer games, less 
than five percent are black. 

Her primary job on the basketball team was playing defense, and she was only 
occasionally called upon for her skills. 

Her jump shot is awkward and the source of great amusement for her more expe- 
rienced teammates. 

Before one important game, when the other members of the team decided to fashion 
their hair in cornrows, Robin wove her hair into French braids in a show of unity. 
Spanning two seasons, the team won 40 games in a row before losing in the state finals. 
Because she never left the bench in the final game, she is unsure whether she will 
rejoin the basketball team next year or simply concentrate her junior year on visit- 
ing colleges, rock climbing, water sports and soccer. 

Rock climbing is a particular attraction because her fellow athletes are so laid-back 
and supportive. 

She believes she can be less self-conscious while rock climbing than in any of the 
team sports she plays. 

She especially enjoys the fact that many of the indoor climbing walls in the area 
provide both physical and mental challenges. 

Several times, her athletic skills allowed her to reach places that turned into dead 
ends, but now she is learning to combine her strength with excellent planning. 
The highlight of the year has been high school soccer, where she played with many 
of her best friends. 

Entering the season, she and her teammates knew the coach would be leaving in the 
fall to attend law school, so they wanted the year to be special. 
He delayed his entry into law school for one year so he could coach the team; he, 
too, wanted the year to be special. 
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The fans were enthusiastic at the championship game. 



Robin plays center forward and is the leading scorer on the team. 
She believes her greatest skill is passing and creating good ball movement, and 
dreams of taking a leadership role in life. 

The two-week buildup to the game was exciting and agonizingly slow as they 
worked their way through the playoffs. 

On the day of the championship, played at her high school's highly manicured, 
natural-grass stadium, the student body arrived in force. 

For the first time all season, all seats were filled an hour before the game, and many 
of the fans had brought giant banners and horns. 

Having lived with the embarrassment of the basketball team's loss of its state 
championship game, Robin was focused on winning. 

The first half ended in a scoreless tie, and then the other team scored first to break 
the deadlock, 1-0. 

Late in the game, Robin sprinted past two defenders and drove the tying goal into 
the upper corner of the net, forcing the game into overtime. 

During the extra time period, with the crowd screaming, she contributed two addi- 
tional assists, resulting in a 3-1 victory; it was the school's first state championship 
in women's soccer. 
Pandemonium reigned afterward. 

Following the game, a panel of coaches named her player of the year, even though 
she was only a sophomore, and the local sportswriters then bestowed on her the 
same honor, earning her a picture in the newspaper. 

The three local television stations showed her goal and assists over and over. 
She realizes that the quality of her coaches, uniforms, fields and referees are a direct 
result of the 1972 Title IX law that required schools to provide equal opportunities 
for men and women. 
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Robin scored during the championship game. 




Atlanta is known for its innovative educational programs. 



In 1972, females represented seven percent of high 
school varsity athletes, while today, they represent 
42 percent. 

At the college level, the number of women athletes 
has risen from 15 percent to 42 percent during the 
same period. 

Now that school is over, Robin is working at a 
summer camp in the mountains of North Carolina 
as a junior counselor. 

Her cabin is populated with nine-year-olds who 
have a fascination with her personal life, especial- 
ly her boyfriend. 

Even the slightest tidbit of information will keep 
them up for hours giggling with each other. 
When the year began, she was dating a senior from 
a neighboring school, whom she could only see 
after school and on weekends. 
The relationship ended when she caught him with 
another girl. 

Within two months, she met a guy at a local gym, a 
college sophomore who is working his way through 
school. 

Her parents, who divorced eight years ago, are 
unsettled by the four-year age difference. 
Robin's mother, in particular, is concerned about 
the relationship, but her father makes very few 
negative comments, and even invites her boyfriend 
to the house for meals and conversation. 
Since the divorce, Robin has lived with her mother, 
even though her parents have joint custody. 
Her parents live only a few miles apart; she spends 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and every other weekend 
with her father, who remarried several years ago. 
Recently, as part of the divorce settlement, her 
mother sold the home in which Robin had grown 
up to help pay college tuition for her older brother. 
Robin still does not think it's fair that her mother 
and father waited six years until her brother grad- 
uated from high school to sell the family house, but 
could not wait three more years for her graduation. 
One of the hardest parts of living between two hous- 
es is telling friends where to find her on any given day. 
She also worries that if she leaves schoolbooks and 
notes she needs for homework at one house, some- 
one will get mad. 

When she was in middle school, she felt different 
from other kids because of the divorce; everyone 
else's parents were married and many had stay-at- 
home moms who could help with school projects. 
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Following the championship victory, pandemonium reigned. 



• Now, though, it bothers her less, especially since she has a car and can drive where 
she needs to be. 



Life at School 

Last year, in an attempt to raise standards and test scores, Robin's school adopted block 
scheduling, in which all classes are 93 minutes long and last for only one semester. 
Robin takes four classes per semester, 2 of which are AAP, or Advanced Academic 
Placement classes for college. 

She is also taking two AP, or advanced placement, classes, allowing her to earn col- 
lege credit if she passes a nationally sanctioned exam at the end of the semester. 
She thinks the longer classes are stupid, believing that the absorption rate of high 
school students — even smart ones — ends long before the 93 minutes are up. 
Besides, most of the teachers gear their lesson plans to 50-minute classes, and most 
have had difficulty shifting to the longer format, resulting in wasted time. 
Last semester, she took Spanish 4, U.S. history, chemistry, and business computer 
applications. 

Her favorite was chemistry, because of both the subject and the entertaining way 
the teacher presented the material. 

This semester, she is taking anatomy and physiology, precalculus, history and English. 
Her English class, which includes an intensive unit on writing, is taught by her 
favorite teacher. 

Unlike many of her other teachers, Ms. Haggett provides the freedom to learn; if 
you know the material and don't want to pay attention all the time, it's okay. 
Robin is currently preparing to take the SAT exam; her PSAT came in at 1260, but 
she wants to break 1400 to ensure a good choice of colleges. 
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ATLANTA 




Atlanta was the home of the 1 996 Olytnpi, 



Friends have repeatedly said she is a shoo-in to get a college soccer scholarship, but, 
having heard that college soccer is all-consuming and will dominate her life, she is 
unsure if she wants to play in college. 
She has too many interests for that, she thinks. 

Besides, she dreams of attending a college that will prepare her for a career in med- 
icine, and though she has not yet chosen a school, her criteria include an out-of- 
state location and a premed course. 

A current favorite is Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
even though she has never been on the campus. 

In class rank, she is now number five overall in a class of 350, having moved from 
the number eight slot as a freshman; in her high school career she has made one B 
out of all A's. 

She is also trying to decide how active she would like to be in her high school sorority. 
As a freshman, she was honored to be invited by the popular girls into the social 
club, which is banned by the school because of its exclusivity, but she is now won- 
dering how much time she wants to devote to it. 

Athletics and schoolwork allowed her only occasionally to attend the parties 
thrown by the group most of the year. 

Currently, the newspapers are replete with stories about high school drug use; when 
her father asks about marijuana, she readily admits that a lot of people "smoke up" 
in the mornings. 

Acid and cocaine, she believes, are used primarily by the rich kids in school who 
can afford a more expensive high. 

Alcohol, especially beer, is the drug of choice at her school; it's readily available at 
parties, especially those that form almost spontaneously at homes where parents 
have left for a weekend, trusting their children to do the right thing. 
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The dynamics of the Atlanta economy electrify the state. 



Life in the Community: Atlanta, Georgia 

• The city of Atlanta, where the 1996 Olympics were 
held, is struggling with what to do with the Olympic 
caldron, the symbol of the summer games. 

• Atlanta media mogul and billionaire Ted Turner, who 
recently pledged $1 billion to the United Nations, is 
being criticized because his foundation has only given 
$2.7 million to Atlanta-based charities. 

• Atlanta ranks fifth among major American cities in 
the percentage of people living in poverty. 

• The latest FBI statistics show that the city's murder 
rate plunged to 36 murders per 100,000 residents, 
the lowest level in a decade. 

• An intensive manhunt continues for Eric Rudolph, 
accused of three bombings in Atlanta, including a blast 
at Centennial Olympic Park during the Olympics. 
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The movie Titanic became the highest-grossing film in history at $850 million 
Studies indicated that 50 percent of all Americans were overweight 
Seventeen major newspapers called for President Bill Clinton's resignation following 
his admission to a grand jury that he had engaged in an extramarital affair and lied 
about the relationship 

Online birth, surgical glue, vaccines for Lyme disease, drive-through cigar stores, 
nanotubes, iris-scanning ID systems and a quantum computer network made their 
first appearance 

Georgia Governor Zell Miller proposed that newborns be sent home with a record- 
ing of Mozart and Bach to stimulate brain development 
Births to unwed mothers and infant mortality fell to 25-year lows 
Popular books included Confederates in the Attic by Tony Horwitz, Pillar of Fire: 
America in the King Years by Taylor Branch, Slaves in the Family by Edward Ball, 
A Man in Full by Tom Wolfe, The Street Lawyer by John Grisham, Rainbow Six by 
Tom Clancy, and Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom 

The Pulitzer Prize for U.S. history went to Edwin G. Burrows and Mike Wallace for 
Gotham: A History of New York City to 1898 

Nineteen students were killed as a result of several small-town shootings by 
teenagers at their schools 

A New Jersey fertility clinic doubled its stipend to egg donors to $5,000 for a 
month's supply, igniting fears of a bidding war for human eggs 
Fads for the year included the use of ginkgo, Internet shopping, "Teletubbies" and 
techno 

The Dow-Jones Industrial Average peaked at 9,374, while unemployment was at its 
lowest since 1970 

The undergraduate tuition at Princeton reached $22,820 a year, plus $6,711 for 
room and board 

U.S. rockets were fired at Osama Bin Laden 's terrorist network in Afghanistan and Sudan 
President Clinton ordered air attacks against Iraq's Saddam Hussein for obstructing 
the work of UN inspectors 

The United States budget showed a $70 billion surplus, the first time it had been 
positive since 1969 

On television, Sports Night, Jesse, That '70s Show and Felicity premiered 
Geraldo Rivera signed a six-year, $30 million contract with CNBC 
Dr. Jack Kevorkian demonstrated patient-assisted death on the television program 
60 Minutes and was arrested for first-degree murder 

Shakespeare in Love, Saving Private Ryan, Life Is Beautiful, A Bug's Life and Out 
of Sight opened at movie theaters 

Top albums of the year included the soundtrack from Titanic, Celine Dion's "Let's 
Talk about Love," "Come On Over" by Shania Twain and "The Backstreet Boys" 
by the Backstreet Boys 
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1998 Economic Profile 

Selected Prices 

Book, Mediterranean Cooking 

Kitchen Library $14.95 

Bulbs, 100 Tulips $43.00 

Breadmaker, Welbilt $129.99 

Chair, La-Z-Boy $332.99 

Comforter, Quallowarm II, 

King Size $160.00 

Cookware, All-Clad Soup Pot $230.00 

Envelopes, 100 9 x 12 Brown Kraft . . .$4.65 

Jacket, Adidas Polar Fleece $69.95 

Museum Admission, New York, 

Museum for African Art $8.00 

Purse, Kenneth Cole, Leather $148.50 

Soccer Ball $69.95 

Soccer Cleats $129.95 

Suit, Man's Hickey-Freeman $760.00 

Tea, Tetley Ice Tea Mix, 

42 Servings $0.99 

Videotape, Disney's 

The Lion King $29.99 



IT DOES FOR CHIPS 

WHAT SILICONE DID FOR 

THE BIKINMND.USTRY. 
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Robin often hikes with friends in the Appalachian Mountains. 



Changing America 

The typical tire for a large automobile weighed 25 pounds, down from 32 pounds 
in the late 1960s. 

America's Hispanic population jumped by 58 percent during the past decade to 
35.3 million people. 

The number of corporate pension plans fell from 112,200 in 1985 to 42,300. 
Viagra, for male erectile dysfunction, captured national attention and sold at a 
record rate, despite its cost of $10 a pill. 

The per capita consumption of food by Americans had increased eight percent dur- 
ing the past decade, or approximately 140 pounds of food a year per person. 
Roughly one-half of the average household food budget was spent outside the 
home, up from one-quarter in 1970. 

Ku Klux Klan leader Samuel Bowers was convicted in Mississippi for the 1966 
murder of civil rights leader Vernon Dahmer. 
AIDS deaths fell nearly 50 percent from the previous year. 

DNA evidence proved that Thomas Jefferson fathered a child with his slave/mis- 
tress Sally Hemings. 

The number of welfare recipients dropped below four percent, the lowest in 25 years. 
A study reported that PMS was a biological, not a psychological, syndrome. 
The New York Philharmonic toured Asia, performing in Beijing for the first time. 
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"Practice Makes Perfect (and Poorer Parents)," by James Schembari, 
The New York Times, January 27, 2002: 



Has so little changed since Allan Sherman, the 
late comedic songwriter, recorded these lyrics in 
1966 (sung to "Makin' Whoopee")? 

"My daughter, Linda, she takes ballet. 

Her first recital was yesterday. 

She dropped her tutu, her left shoe, too. 

She needs more lessons. 

Then there's my daughter, Dottie, 

She takes guitar, that's true. 

Junior, he takes karate. 

Smashed her guitar in two. 

For all these lessons, I have to pay. 

I must raise money. I found a way. 

Read my brochure folks, learn how to be 

poor, folks. 
I'm giving lessons." 

Parents seem to have been as crazed then 
about training their children as baby boomers are 
now. 

My three sons, ages seven to 11, play on 
community baseball and T-ball teams, and once 
played organized soccer and basketball. They 
have taken trumpet lessons and chess lessons. 

My daughter, Marian, 14, has been a member 
of the Brownies, has played the violin and is now 
taking piano lessons. She has also joined the drama 
department and the choir at her high school, a step 
that means buying costumes and show tickets. 
This spring, the choir is taking a $400 field trip to 
Virginia. Before Thanksgiving, she announced that 
she wanted to try out for the highly competitive 
regional chorus. I encouraged her. 

"But if I'm going to make it, I need to take 
voice lessons," she said. 

That was $40 a week for several weeks, but 
she made the cut, and her concert this month 
was a delight. 

That explains, of course, why we say yes to 
our children. We want them to find their pas- 
sion — and what if they are really talented and 
just need a bit of coaching? So even before they 
go off to college, we've spent a fortune on them. 



Actually, we may be a bit more obsessed 
about this than our parents were. According to 
figures from the Agriculture Department, which 
tracks family expenditures, parents with 
incomes of $38,000 to $64,000 spent $18,510 
on miscellaneous items for the average child 
from birth through age 18. That is up from 
$17,600 in 1960, adjusted for inflation. The cat- 
egory includes entertainment, reading material, 
VCRs, summer camp, and lessons. A study by 
Child Trends, a nonpartisan research group in 
Washington, found that about 82 percent of 
American children had participated in at least 
one extracurricular activity in 1998. 

One? How about five or six? Bugs Peterschmidt, 
44, of Plymouth, Minnesota, said her two children 
were involved in piano, trumpet, soccer, scouting, 
after-school math classes, swimming and summer 
enrichment programs. She said she was spending 
about $3,000 a year on all the activities. 

"I was working part-time, and once one of 
my paychecks went to all of this stuff," she said. 
"The thing is, I was bummed." 

Susan Kakuk, 42, also of Plymouth, said she 
was also spending about $3,000 a year on her 
two children. Barbara Carlson, 53, of 
Greenfield, Minnesota, put the total for her four 
children at a few thousand dollars. Mark Lino, 
an economist for the Agriculture Department, 
said parents found ways to pay for all of this. 

"People seem to be purchasing more of this 
for their children since 1960," he said. "I think 
it is one of the reasons more women have joined 
the workforce. Parents are also cutting back 
expenditures on themselves. They are not cut- 
ting back on their children; they are spending 
more on their children." 

Kristin A. Moore, the president of Child Trends, 
said that there was a downside to all this. "They are 
good for children until you get past the midpoint 
and everyone is overwhelmed by sheer quantity," 
she said. "At some point families can get too busy, 
but no one knows how much is too much." 
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"Were You Bora That Way? It's not just brown eyes. Your inheritance could also include 

insomnia, obesity and optimism. Yet scientists are saying that genes are not— quite— 

destiny," by George Howe Colt and Anne Hollister, Life, April 1998: 



In the debate over the relative power of nature 
and nurture, there may be no more devout believ- 
ers than new parents. As my wife and I, suffused 
with a potent mix of awe, exhaustion and ego, 
gazed down at our newborn daughter in the hos- 
pital, it has hard not to feel like miniature gods 
with a squirming lump of figurative putty in our 
hands. We had long believed that people could 
make the world a better place, and now we firm- 
ly believed that we could make this a better baby. 
At home our bedside tables are swaybacked by 
towers of well-thumbed parents' manuals. A 
black-and-white Stim-Mobile, designed to sharp- 
en visual acuity, hung over the crib. The shelves 
were lined with books, educational puzzles and 
IQ-boosting rattles. Down the line we envisioned 
museum visits, art lessons, ballet. And if someone 
had tapped us on the shoulder and told us that 
none of this would matter — that, in fact, if we 
could switch babies in the nursery and send our 
precious darling home with any other new par- 
ents in the hospital, as long as these parents 
weren't penniless, violent or drug addicted, our 
daughter would turn out pretty much the same . 
. . well, we would have thwacked that someone 
with a Stim-Mobile. 

Does the key to who we are lie in our genes 
or in our family, friends and experiences? In one 
of the most bitter controversies of the twentieth 
century — the battle over nature and nurture — a 
wealth of new research has tipped the scales 
overwhelmingly toward nature. Studies of twins 
and advances in molecular biology have uncov- 
ered a more significant genetic component to 
personality than was previously known. Far 
from a piece of putty, say biologists, my daugh- 
ter is more like a computer's motherboard, her 
basic personality hardwired into infinitesimal 
squiggles of DNA. As parents, we would have 
no more influence on some aspects of her behav- 



ior than we had on the color of her hair. And 
yet, new findings are also shedding light on how 
heredity and environment interact. Psychiatrists 
are using these findings to help patients over- 
come their genetic predispositions. Meanwhile, 
advances in genetic research and reproductive 
technology are leading us to the brink of some 
extraordinary — and terrifying — possibilities. 

The moment the scales began to tip can be 
traced to a 1979 meeting between a steelworker 
named Jim Lewis and a clerical worker named 
Jim Springer. Identical twins separated five weeks 
after birth, they were raised by families 80 miles 
apart in Ohio. Reunited 39 years later, they would 
have strained the credulity of the editors of 
Ripley's Believe It or Not. Not only did both have 
dark hair, stand six feet tall and weigh 180 
pounds, they spoke with the same inflections, 
moved with the same gait and made the same ges- 
tures. Both loved stock-car racing and hated base- 
ball. Both married women named Linda, divorced 
them and married women named Betty. Both 
drove Chevrolets, drank Miller Lite, chain- 
smoked Salems and vacationed on the same half- 
mile stretch of a Florida beach. Both had elevated 
blood pressure, severe migraines and had under- 
gone vasectomies. Both bit their nails. Their heart 
rates, brain waves and IQs were nearly identical. 
Their scores on personality tests were as close as 
if one person had taken the same test twice. 

Identical twins raised in different families are 
a built-in research lab for measuring the relative 
contributions of nature and nurture. The Jims 
became one of 7,000 sets of twins studied by the 
Minnesota Center for Twin and Adoption 
Research, one of a half-dozen such centers in this 
country. Using psychological and physiological 
tests to compare the relative similarities of identi- 
cal and fraternal twins, these centers calculate the 
"inheritability" of behavioral traits — the degree 



418 



2000-2005 

History will record that the twenty-first century began in the United States on 
September 11, 2001, when four American commercial airliners were hijacked 
and used as weapons of terror. After the tragedies at the World Trade Center in 
New York; Shanksville, Pennsylvania; and the Pentagon in Washington, DC, 
Americans felt vulnerable to a foreign invasion for the first time in decades. 
Citizens in every part of the nation, even those thousands of miles from the tar- 
gets, immediately began to question what was important in their lives. Church 
attendance increased; sales of home improvement products or garden supplies 
soared. International travel by Americans declined, while shopping via the 
Internet exploded. Surveys showed that "security" had become a cherished 
value particularly among women in a nation where half of all marriages result- 
ed in divorce and the much bally-hooed dot-com boom had turned into a bust. 

America's response to the attacks was to dispatch U.S. forces around the 
world in a War on Terror. United in grief and outrage, the nation mobilized its 
military, intelligence, law enforcement, and diplomatic and financial resources. 
The first stop was the mountains of Afghanistan, where a new breed of suicidal 
terrorists, al-Qaeda, were collected into an army of angry, self-styled Islamic 
warriors determined to destroy America. Under the protection of the ruling 
Taliban party, al-Qaeda had built as many as 60 terrorist cells. America's mili- 
tary response was swift and uncompromising. The goal was to hunt down the al- 
Qaeda leadership and free Afghanistan from Taliban rule. The initial fighting 
force combined billion-dollar U.S. technology, which struck targets from the air 
using laser-guided missiles, with the skills of thel5,000-strong rag-tag Northern 
Alliance. The Taliban was quickly routed, although al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin 
Laden and several of his top aides escaped capture. Within months of the inva- 
sion, more than 2,400 suspected terrorists in 90 countries were detained in the 
War on Terror, followed by popular elections throughout Afghanistan that 
included women as voting members of the citizenry. In the U.S., the widows of 
several of the men killed in the World Trade Center employed significant media 
and political savvy to force the government to conduct an aggressive and com- 
prehensive inquiry into the events surrounding the 9/11 attacks that led to a 
reordering of the intelligence agencies protecting America. 

With the economy in an overall decline and national debt increasing at a 
record pace, the United States rapidly shifted from war in Afghanistan to Iraq, 
home of leader Saddam Hussein. Despite vocal opposition from allies such as 
Germany and France, President George W Bush launched Operation Iraqi 
Freedom to eliminate Saddam Hussein and the possibility of his employing 
weapons of mass destruction. This decision resulted in worldwide demonstra- 
tions against the invasion, including some of the largest U.S. protest marches 
since the Vietnam War in the late 1960s and early 1970s. As in the invasion of 
Afghanistan, the U.S. achieved a rapid victory, including the capture of the Iraq 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



capital of Baghdad and subsequently the capture of Saddam Hussein himself. 
The weapons of mass destruction proved to be more elusive, sparking political 
debate concerning both the quality and goals of American intelligence. Waging 
peace and establishing stability were far more complex and expensive than 
fighting the Iraqi army, although elections were held in the opening days of 
2005, igniting hope for a long-term solution. 

Despite the cost of the war, the falling value of the dollar and record high oil 
prices, the American economy began to recover by 2004. Unemployment 
declined, new home purchases continued to surge, and the full potential of pre- 
vious computer innovation and investment impacted businesses large and 
small. Men and women of all ages began to buy and sell their products on the 
Internet. Ebay created the world's largest yard sale; Amazon demonstrated, 
despite the sneering of critics, that it could be the bookstore to the world. And 
everyone, it seemed, learned to Google, whether the need was the exact word- 
ing of a Shakespearian sonnet or the menu at Sarah's Pizza Parlor two blocks 
away. At the same time, globalization took on new meaning and political import 
as jobs — thanks to computerization — moved to India, China or the Philippines, 
where college-educated workers were both cheap and eager. American manu- 
facturing companies that once were the centerpiece of their community's econ- 
omy closed their U.S. factories to become distributors of furniture made in 
China, lawn mowers made in Mexico or skirts from Peru. The resulting struc- 
tural change that pitted global profits and innovation against aging textile work- 
ers unable to support their families resulted in a renewed emphasis in America 
on education and innovation. If the U.S. was to maintain its economic domi- 
nance, the pundits said, innovative ideas and research would lead the way. 

Professional women, who for decades had struggled to rise past the glass ceil- 
ing in their companies, began to find bigger opportunities in the 2000s. 
Significantly, the promotion of a woman to a top slot in a Fortune 500 company 
ceased to make headlines. Some top female CEOs even began to boldly discuss 
the need for more balance in the workplace. Yet, surveys done at mid-decade 
showed that more Americans were working longer hours than ever before to sat- 
isfy the increasing demands of the marketplace and their own desire for more 
plentiful material goods. In some urban markets the average home sales price 
passed $400,000; average credit card debt continued to rise and the price of an 
average new car, with typical extras, passed $20,000. 
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Elizabeth Harris, married and a mother of three, is a publisher who has lived in Bath, 
Connecticut, for 19 years; her office is just over the state line in Millington, New York. 



Life at Home 

• Since 1981, Elizabeth and her husband Michael have lived in the center of the 
town of Bath, Connecticut; their three children are all away at college or board- 
ing school. 

• Their traditional colonial-style home, built in 1780, overlooks the town green, 
an area that was used as a common grazing area during colonial times and is 
now a park. 

• The original front section of the house was done in a 
four-over-four colonial style, in which the first and sec- 
ond floors of the house were divided into four relatively 
equal-size rooms. 

• The exterior is painted white and has black shutters that 
frame the centuries-old colonial glass windows. 

• The front of the house has a large porch that has two 
benches on opposite ends that face each other; the struc- 
ture of the porch, with its opposing benches, is known 
as the "Bath stoop," and is unique to the 250-year-old 
village. 

• There is also a large side lawn. 

• In the 1800s, an addition was built onto the back of the 
house, creating a kitchen area on the first floor and ser- 
vants' quarters on the second floor. 

• The house was occupied for almost 150 years by the 
Sedgwick family, early members of whom were close 
relations to General Charles Sedgwick, the famous Civil 
War general who fought at Gettysburg and the highest- 
ranking general killed in combat. 




Elizabeth Harris 
directories. 



successful publisher of reference 
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After the Sedgwick family moved out in the 
mid-1900s, several different families occu- 
pied the house. 

Elizabeth likes to say that the last wealthy 
family to live in the house moved out in the 
1950s. 

When Elizabeth, her husband and their two 
young sons arrived in 1981, the large house had 
been chopped into several rental apartments. 
They occupied the old front section of the 
Sedgwick House, which was larger than 
their apartment in New York City. 
The area had a strong school system and a 
healthy outdoor environment, creating an 
ideal setting for raising their children. 
They shared the house with another family 
of four who lived in the back addition. 
Elizabeth and Michael used two of the 
front rooms to operate their startup pub- 
lishing business, Pocket Knife Publishing. 
In 1984, the family welcomed a baby girl, 
Victoria, who was born across the street in 
Bath Hospital. 

Only a few days after the birth, Elizabeth 
went back to work at their new office, 
located above a bank in downtown Bath 
The 200-year-old house, which they had by 
this time taken over completely, desperate- 
ly needed repairs. 

The Harrises needed to spend a part of 
their yearly budget keeping the huge old 
house standing. 
The children are very athletic; all of them from the age of four played for a local 
youth hockey league, and also participated in baseball and basketball. 
Starting in 1990, Elizabeth hired summer baby sitters to look after the three chil- 
dren while she and her partner-husband put in long hours at the office. 
The baby sitters shuffled the children around to the beach, to different sports events 
and to friends. 

The children grew very close to them, and thought of them more as friends than as 
adults. 

Elizabeth and Michael come from different religious backgrounds, but are not 
attached to their faiths. 

All of the children have attended the local public elementary school, then trans- 
ferred to private high schools. 

Currently, Mac is attending Wesleyan College, a small liberal arts college near 
Hartford, Connecticut; Chris is in his sophomore year at Tulane University, and 
Victoria is in her junior year at an all girls' prep school. 

Elizabeth is still adjusting to the empty nest, and speaks to her daughter every day 
The children come home every few weekends, on holidays, and sometimes for the 
summer. 




A healthy outdoor environment for her children is important to Elizabeth. 
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When it's only Elizabeth and Michael, Elizabeth spends about $60 a week on gro- 
ceries; when the children are there, she spends over $100 a week. 
It takes about 10 minutes for the couple to drive to their offices in New York State. 
On weekends, they make the two-hour drive to their apartment in New York City, 
or occasionally take the commuter train, which costs $20 for a round trip. 
Elizabeth and Michael love their downtown New York City apartment, and use it 
on weekends to relax. 

From there, they can go out to eat, meet with friends and attend the theater or 
opera. 



Life at Work 

• Elizabeth Harris attended college at the University of Michigan, where she earned 
a degree in art history. 

• Her husband Michael went to Dartmouth, where he studied political science. 

• After working in Chicago for several years, Elizabeth moved to New York City, 
where she worked for Scholastic Publishing. 

• She left Scholastic in 1981 to stay home with her two young sons. 

• Elizabeth and Michael created Pocket Knife Publishing that same year. 

• They started with one title, a directory of mail order catalog companies — the first of 
its kind. 

• The same year they started the company, the family moved into their house in Bath, 
which served as both a place to raise their children and, with its ample office space, 
for working at home. 

• After only a couple of years, the business grew too big for the house; Pocket Knife 
Publishing was moved to an office space above the local bank, and later to larger 
offices nearby. 

• Every year the sales improved on the one directory, but producing a single book 
required tremendous energy. 

• The process, including the 
data entry, proofreading, 
and getting the directory set 
in type, took months. 

• In 1981, a printer would 
take six weeks to print a 
book for a publisher; cur- 
rently, it takes two weeks. 

• By the 1980s, the personal 
computer allowed small com- 
panies that performed research 
to do typesetting "in-house," 
transforming the process and 
time requirements. 

• Now, in 2000, getting 
books set in type is almost 
instantaneous. 

• Yet the actual printing for 
the Pocket Knife books is 
still done by printers as far The Harris home, built in 1780, sports a porch with facing benches 
away as Nebraska. detail unique to the 250-year-old village. 




an architectural 
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All of the Harris children attend private high school. 




Bath, Connecticut, sponsors many fun, family events. 
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From 1988 to 1997, Pocket Knife created about two new titles a year, with mini- 
mal addition of staff. 

Some of its employees are linked electronically, working off-site in their homes, 
and have never been to the office except for a visit. 

In the 1990s, the economy was strong enough to allow the company to grow 20- 
25 percent a year and the company opened satellite offices in nearby Putnam and 
Fairfield, Connecticut. 

In the late 1990s, Pocket Knife began to expand the business by buying reference 
works from other publishers, growing through acquisition. 

Around the same time, Pocket Knife began to publish reference books for the high 
school market. 

They also expanded their product line into statistical information, developing pow- 
erful databases that allowed them to sort and rank important statistical data and 
provide comparisons and rankings. 

Not only did Pocket Knife acquire directories, but they also bought a couple of 
small companies. 

Right now, Elizabeth is worried about the economy. 

For the first time, Pocket Knife is not experiencing the 20 percent annual growth it 
had been enjoying in recent years. 

Schools and libraries are beginning to cut back on their budgets, and moving some 
of the readers' research activity to the Internet. 

To combat the threat of the Internet, Elizabeth put her energy into developing a 
strong Web site, and began allowing the directories to be sold by Internet distribu- 
tors such as Amazon.com. 

Elizabeth worked with the search engines so that Pocket Knife would come up eas- 
ily when people searched for a product on the Web. 

They also began to offer the directories and reference books on the Internet by sub- 
scription. 

Although Pocket Knife is putting intense effort into becoming more Internet-com- 
patible, their main focus is on the day-to-day challenges of a publishing company. 
Earlier in the year, as the new millennium approached, newspapers were filled with 
concerns that computers would not be able to adapt to the changing decade, caus- 
ing massive data loss in what was dubbed the "Y2K bug." 

Elizabeth took the "wait and see" approach to Y2K threats after testing her com- 
pany's programs. 

She was correct: The new year passed in cyberspace without incident. 
Elizabeth and Michael have internally divided up the responsibilities of running 
Pocket Knife. 

Elizabeth is focused on the internal operations of the company, its finances, the 
databases and the editorial operations. 

Michael is focused on planning the budgets, sales, and marketing, and is the exter- 
nal face of the company. 

Elizabeth's workday starts at 8:30 when she arrives at the offices in Millington. 
During the day, Elizabeth helps develop the database file structures for any new 
products, and also works on composition problems with the books. 
She attends at least one meeting a day with department managers to review depart- 
ment operations and progress on current projects. 
She checks the outstanding bills, approves payments and signs checks. 
Since she is a hands-on manager, many issues from a variety of departments are 
addressed throughout each day. 
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THE CHANGING OF THE GUARD 
"THE OLD BOY NETWORK IS 
BEING REPLACED BY THE 
COMPUTER NETWORK." 
—ANDREW LO, PROFESSOR, 
MIT'S SLOAN SCHOOL 




Because of her busy schedule, Elizabeth prefers to have a sandwich at her desk 
instead of going out for lunch. 

The day runs down at five, but she will work until six or seven, getting a couple of 
quiet hours of work in at the end of the day. 



Life in the Community: Bath, Connecticut 

• Bath is a small town with a population of about 3,000. 

• According to the 2000 census, 96.9 percent of the town is white, 0.6 percent is 
black, 0.5 percent is American Indian and Alaskan Native, 1.0 percent is Hispanic 
of any race, 1.0 percent is two or more races. 

• The median income for the area is $53,000. 

• The high school graduation rate is 90.2 percent and the college graduation rate is 
36.3 percent. 
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This historical building housed Pocket Knife Publishing for 16 years. 
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The median home value is 
$179,400. 

When the children were at the 
local elementary school, 
Elizabeth was very active in the 
PTA, where she helped organize 
the sale of gift wrap paper in 
order to raise funds for the 
school. 

Elizabeth is on the volunteer 
board of the regional mental 
health organization. 
Michael is a paramedic with the 
local fire department and has 
served on various town boards. 
He is also a justice of the peace, 
and enjoys performing mar- 
riages. 

Pocket Knife Publishing is one of 
the largest employers in the 
region. 

Because the town is the site of the regional hospital, a high number of the doctors 
and lawyers in the area have their offices in Bath. 

As recently as the 1950s, Bath was a predominantly agricultural community, with 
a focus on dairy farming. 

In recent years, the town has seen a significant portion of the housing stock pur- 
chased by wealthy New Yorkers buying second homes and vacation houses. 




Elizabeth and Michael enjoy when all three children are home at the same time. 
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Historical Snapshot 
2000 



As a result of increased online purchasing, one in 20 packages delivered in the 
United States was the result of an Ebay auction 

Since 1963, when the Equal Pay Act was signed, the closing of the wage gap 
between men and women had been at a rate of less than half a penny a year; cur- 
rently, women make 76 percent of the wages paid to men 

CBS Broadcasting agreed to pay $8 million to settle a sex discrimination lawsuit by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission on behalf of 200 women 
The U.S. Supreme Court invalidated those portions of the Violence Against Women 
Act permitting victims of rape, domestic violence, etc., to sue their attackers in fed- 
eral court 

Thanks to extensive planning, preparation, and plain luck, the "Y2K bug" fizzled 
The Hubble space telescope captured an image of the death of a star 
Free/low-cost open-source software, particularly the Linux operating system, gained 
momentum among computer users and began to offer a serious alternative to pro- 
prietary software 

George W. Bush was declared the winner of the presidential campaign after the U.S. 
Supreme Court rendered a complex decision to overturn the Florida Supreme Court 
ruling that called for manual recounts 

Although females outnumbered males nationally, four states recorded that females 
were in the minority: Alaska, Hawaii, Nevada and Wyoming 
The estimated median age for women at first marriage was 25 years, up almost a 
full five years since the early 1960s 

According to the census, the nation's population numbers topped more than 280 
million 

Development of a new hard contact lens was announced; designed to be worn it 
night, it reshaped the cornea so people with mild nearsightedness could have nor- 
mal vision during the day 

Music industry executives, angry about companies offering free music over the 
Internet, brought a court action to stop the company Napster from distributing 
copyrighted music for free 

The number of unmarried couples heading U.S. households increased from 3.2 mil- 
lion in 1990 to 5.5 million in 2000 

Scientists announced that they had constructed a rough draft of the human genome, 
the complete set of human DNA 
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Selected Prices 

Bath Towel, Long Cotton Terry $24.00 

Bird Bath, Cast Stone $236.00 

Camera, Canon 35 mm $1,900.00 

Cat Food, Purina, 20 Pounds $7.99 

Cookies, Amaretti, One Tin $18.00 

Exercise Machine, Pro-Form Cage $299.99 

Magazine, Annual Subscription, People Weekly $103.98 

Necklace, Cultured Pearl, 18 Inches $425.00 

Rollerblades $34.97 

Salt, Brittany Sea Salt, Two Pounds $10.50 

Telescope, Bushnell $225.00 

Tire, Bridgestone $85.00 





bring something different 
to the table. 



Different ideas, perspectives, experiences. 

These are so vital to (he success ul -iny 
company and family. Which is why we've 
developed our life balance, professional 
women's networks and women's memoniis 
rniliatrves. Atl to nurture your career and 
foster a balanced lifestyle. Sn with us.. 



=U Ernst &Young 



From thought to finish: 
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"Your Salary, What New Yorkers Make," New York, November 20, 2000: 



Publishing: Old media, old salaries. "It's not 
so bad as it used to be," says Lorraine 
Shanley, a publishing recruiter, "before Harry 
Potter." Publishers have been suffering brain 
drain, with promising talent defecting to the 
Internet or other, more glamorous businesses. 
Random House's recent move to a $30,000 
starting salary may have turned the tide, but 
Shanley suggested that some sex appeal comes 
from a renewed focus on electronic publish- 
ing, big advances, and the presence of world- 
straddling media conglomerates like Viacom, 
Time Warner, and Bertelsmann in the book 
business. Once you get in the door, the real 
salary escalators are in marketing, and espe- 



cially publicity, where the promotions come 
fast and furious and a decent publicist should 
make $65,000. A marketing director should 
make $85,000 to $100,000 or more. In edito- 
rial, where everyone seems to want to work, 
the salaries start low and stay there until you 
get a big job offer across town or have a hit 
author. Senior editors make $55,000 to 
$90,000; executive editors pull down closer to 
$100,000 or more. Establish a list and make 
your name in the business, and you should be 
able to make in the low six figures; the editor- 
in-chief of a good mid-size imprint makes 
$175,000, and the publisher of a larger 
imprint should make $250,000 or more. 



"Down-word Spiral," Seventeen, June 2000: 



In the age of cell phones 
and e-mail, it's hard to 
believe that teens should 
be at a loss for words. 
But according to World 
Watch magazine, the 
vocabulary of the aver- 
age American 14-year- 
old has dropped from 
25,000 words in 1950 to 
10,000 words in 1999. 
Scrabble anyone? 
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"The Elephant and the Flea, an interview with Charles Handy," Context, June/July 2001: 



CONTEXT: While writing your latest book, 
you've thought a lot about the future of business. 
What changes do you see in the next few years? 
CHARLES HANDY: The world is increasingly 
dividing into elephants and fleas — big organiza- 
tions and small organizations or self-employed 
independents. 

One reason that so many people are choosing to 
be a flea, rather than work for elephants, is that 
ideas have become very important in the knowl- 
edge economy. It's a very bad exchange to hand 
over the ownership of intellectual property in 
return for an employment contract. 

Though I spent 25 years working for an ele- 
phant, today I am an independent, as an author. 
There is no way that I would give up my royal- 
ty status for an employment contract. Why 
should people in companies who have all the 
great ideas do that either? I expect more people 
are going to think like authors and say, "My 
intellectual property is mine". . . 

Another reason for the rise of fleas is that big 
companies are operating more efficiently. I have a 
formula for productivity: _ x 2 x 3. It means that 
there will be half as many people working twice 
as hard and making three times as much money. 
The other half will be pushed out into small 
organizations or become independents. 

It seems to me that large organizations are 
increasingly going to be young places. Starting 
out, people will have apprenticeships in large 
organizations. After 10 or 20 years, they will 
either jump or be pushed out of large organiza- 
tions and live a more independent life. . . . 
CONTEXT: Can you talk more about the life of 
a flea? 

HANDY: Being a flea isn't all bliss. Adapting to 
life as a flea is dramatic. 

You need to belong to something. If other peo- 
ple don't matter to you, you don't matter to 
them. So, you have to build your community of 
mattering with friends and colleagues. But if it 
becomes too formal you constrict yourself.... 



One great thing about being a flea is the 
freedom to allocate your time. But with that 
freedom comes the conflict between money and 
time. Because you aren't guaranteed that there's 
going to be money coming in, you take on more 
than you should. Suddenly you have freedom 
but no free time. You have to overcome that. 

It's terribly important that you end up with 
some concept of what's enough in terms of money. 
If you don't, you'll never have any time. . . . 

The other complication is that you have to sell 
yourself. You've never had to do this in an organ- 
ization. Elephants buy your time and then market 
your contribution in some way. When you are on 
your own, you have to decide on pricing. It's very 
difficult. Typically, talented people get someone 
else — an agent — to do it for them. In the future, 
more and more of us will have agents. 

I don't think you can do it on your own. 
You'll overprice or underprice yourself. 
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"The Year of the Genome, The End of a Great Mystery, The Real Beginning of Biology," by 

Matt Ridley, Discover, January 2001: 



Imagine that one day there lands upon Earth an 
alien spacecraft stuffed with a million crumpled 
pieces of paper, each covered in text written in an 
unknown script. The best brains in the world are 
put to the task of deciphering the code, which 
takes 10 years. But it takes another 40 years to 
smooth out all the pages, translate them into 
English, sort them and publish them in a vast 
book. Then, at long last, the task is done, and we 
sit down to read the book from beginning to end. 
It contains thousands of stories about the past, 
the present, and the future of humankind, from 
the origin of life to the recipe for curing cancer. 

What an extraordinary and unlikely tale. 
And it is essentially what happened this year. 
After 50 years of preparation, we have sudden- 
ly been placed in the position of being able to 



read the entire genetic story of human beings, 
the genome. 

On June 26 Francis Collins, head of the 
Human Genome Project, and Craig Venter, 
head of Celera Genomics, jointly announced 
that they had completed the reading of a "rough 
draft" of the human genome — the complete set 
of human DNA. The announcement came at 
least two years earlier than expected and 
marked a dead heat in a fiercely contested sci- 
entific marathon.... 

This announcement was the beginning of a 
whole new way of understanding human biolo- 
gy. Everything we have laboriously discovered 
hitherto about how our bodies work will be 
dwarfed by the knowledge tumbling from the 
genome. 
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Internet postings suggest that, come New Year's Day, computers the 
world over will send out memos like the one that follows... 
"Our records indicate that you have not used any vacation time over the 
past 100 years. Please either take 9,400 days off work, or notify our 
office and your next paycheck will reflect payment of $8,277,432.22." 

— Context, September/October 1999 
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2002 Profile 



Stacey Kruger is a dynamo when it comes to organizing 
charities; she has worked to help underprivileged children 
have access to computers and has recently begun an enter- 
prise that helps women acquire interview outfits and the 
confidence to wear them. 



Life at Home 

• Stacey Kruger is a perpetual motion machine who lives 
to help others. 

• The daughter of a Marine captain who loved the 
nomadic life of the military, Stacey grew up knowing 
how to say "hello," "good-bye," and phrases such as 
"you are a crazy, fat pig" in five languages. 

• Her mother, who was born in Costa Rica, met her 
American husband at a coffee shop near the post at 
Parris Island, South Carolina, where he was a drill 
instructor. 

• He was attracted by her refusal to back down during a 
disagreement. 

• Stacey struggled to win his approval; his love was con- 
ditional based on her behavior, which was not always 
stellar. 

• School served up its own set of problems. 

• Mildly dyslexic and determined to earn top grades, 
Stacey remembers throwing up before every math test. 

• But she fould real freedom in her English and drama 
classes where she won praise and even admiration. 

• Now that her daughter has hit the awkward age of 13, 
Stacey works hard to make sure she feels loved. 




Stacey Kruger creates jobs out of her desire to help people. 
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You know what you have to do. And it's never been easier to 
get stalled. Because now the Stale Farm agent who helped you 
plan for "just in case" can help you with "what could be." 
With college savings plans that'll help you be ready when your child is ready. 
You can choose from a variety ol education funding options — many with 
tax advantages, so listen to that little voice in your head. And talk to your 
State Farm agent about getting started today, \VF LIVE W'l IERE YOU LIVE 
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STATE FARM IS THERE.' 
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Olivia, who arrived when Stacey was 32 
and just starting her third marriage, is a 
precocious, mother-pleasing ugly duck- 
ling. 

Her skills range from voluminous creative 
writing endeavors and imaginative science 
projects to a willingness to participate in 
each and every new charity cause her 
mother undertakes. 

Olivia has attended so many city council 
and charity board meetings with her 
mother that she now fully understands 
Robert's Rules of Order, and on one occa- 
sion, when only 11 years old, raised a 
point of order from the audience. 
Stacey could not have been prouder. 

She is enormously worried about how she will pay for Olivia's college tuition; hus- 
band number three is a great father and an even better fisherman, but a lousy 
provider. 

Currently, he works for a major law firm supervising its photo copying opera- 
tions — a time-consuming, but hardly lucrative position. 

Despite their struggles, Stacey likes being married and has no desire to raise Olivia 
as a single mother. 

For most of her married life, Stacey lived in Knoxville, Tennessee, where the needs 
were great and the charity leadership erratic. 

When she began a clothing bank in her garage, city officials first laughed at her 
work, ignored her requests for help, and tried to close her operation because of her 
success and the traffic it caused in the neighborhood. 

Finally, backed by community leaders, they found her a building and provided a 
grant. 

Once she had space and funding, Stacey expanded her clothing bank network to 
help families whose homes had burned, including everything they needed to start 
again, from furniture and cleaning supplies to underwear for their children. 
Then she sought out children who needed school clothes; after that it was an annual 
citywide drive, cosponsored by a local TV station, to offer school supplies for every 
underprivileged child preparing to start school each fall. 

The poor of the community viewed her as an eccentric Mother Teresa, charity 
boards thought her a genius, and administrators invariably considered her a pain 
to work with. 

She is now living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where the schools are good, employ- 
ment is available for her husband, and the community is eager for new ideas. 
She and her daughter love visiting the American Museum of Atomic Energy at the 
National Laboratory. 

Stacey hopes the National Lab, with its extensive outreach programs, will be one 
of her funding sources in the future. 

She knows from experience that once she gets these smart, flexible professional 
people to click into her ideas, they will become staunch supporters. 
Workers at the National Laboratory explore alternatives to America's oil depend- 
ency, environmental solutions to burning fossil fuels, and ways to make America 
more secure in the shadow of the 9/1 1 tragedy. 



LETS BUCK 
THE TREND, 

LIVE TOGETHER 
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Oak Ridge, Tennessee, has attracted a prosperous retirement community. 

• Many believe it is their social responsibility not only to research the possibilities of 
tomorrow, but improve the world around them today. 

• Stacey is determined to make everything work smoothly this time. 

• Currently, she is doing something she has avoided most of her life — watching 
television. 

• Starting with the 9/11 attack on America, Stacey and Olivia have become addicted 
to news programs featuring America's War on Terror, including the invasion of 
Afghanistan. 

• Stacey believes the threat is real and imminent; Osama bin Laden must be hunted 
down and brought back "dead or alive," just as the president proposed, if America 
is to achieve justice. 



Life at Work 

• Stacey is focused on transforming the looks and lives of individual women in her 
new community. 

• Thanks to the needs of the nuclear age and the federal government's consistent 60- 
year track record of funding the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, opportunities 
abound in the Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

• But lack of confidence or polished speaking hold these women back. 

• For Stacey, getting these women real opportunities fits well with her quixotic 
past. 
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After she left her clothing bank operation in Knoxville, she worked 
through the Knoxville churches of her suburban neighborhood to estab- 
lish a day-care center where welfare-to-work mothers could safely leave 
their children. 

Once that was up and running, and largely funded by two local charities, 
she moved on to battling one of the root causes of poverty — an uneven 
playing field in society. 

To provide poor children with a chance to compete educationally, she 
looked to computers as the equal opportunity tool of 1996. 
Initially, she viewed hardware as the most critical component, and pro- 
posed installing home computers in the subsidized housing projects so 
that African-American kids, too, could turn in typewritten papers. 
After thousands of working, rehabilitated computers were distributed, 
and families educated in their use, Stacey turned her attention to com- 
puter software. 

Using her considerable grant-writing skills, Stacey obtained a 
$450,000 computer technology grant from the federal government to 
teach underprivileged African-American kids how to use software 
applications. 

Stacey knew from experience that when exposed to early enough, computers could 
become partners in creativity, becoming tools for dreaming rather than merely 
machines. 

The local television media turned out in droves when the then six-year-old Olivia 
demonstrated how to use plastic LEGOs to build robots wired to animation soft- 
ware on the computer. 

As a final touch, the children used minicams to create their own videos. 
The animation videos created by the boys all ended in dramatic fights between two 
or more robots; the girls usually choreographed the robots forming some kind of 
friendship. 

Stacey did not hold her tongue when the TV cameras focused most on the battling 
boy robots and ignored the girls. 

After she complained, the cameramen also interviewed the girls, but used little of 
the footage. 

The charity board that had been formed to administer the grant insisted that Stacey 
take a salary of $45,000 a year, but she pleaded for $35,000 so more money could 
be put into computer equipment. 

Besides, she told the board, her paycheck included health insurance for her family 
for the first time, which in many ways was payment enough. 

This foray into computer technology earned Stacey numerous national speaking 
engagements, several prestigious awards and a bad case of burnout. 
The creation of an Internet cafe for high school students, complete with lattes, lots 
of teenage angst and too many hassles, pushed her over the edge. 
Instead of quietly requesting time off, Stacey imploded in the middle of a city coun- 
cil meeting. 

The newspapers reported that she called the city officials, "fools and children" for 
failing to fully support her budget. 
Eventually, security had to be called. 

Now, Stacey is taking a less visible path of helping by returning to her clothing store 
roots, and helping one woman at a time with makeovers. 




Equal access to computers can provide a 
more equal society. 
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Stacey uses quality clothing 
to build confidence. 



• Through the years, Stacey has lost count of the number of times 
strong, capable women failed to get job opportunities because they 
did not present themselves with confidence. 

• Confidence, Stacey believes, begins with looking and feeling good. 

• Applicants in jobs as diverse as nursing assistant, marketing director, 
lawyer, and fast food manager have been trained in Stacey's living 
room school of self-improvement. 

• She learned early that clothes often make the woman. 

• Using long-established contacts in the retail clothing industry, Stacey 
has access to last year's fashion clothing for free as long as she will 
take a vanload at a time. 

• Thus was created an impressive businesswoman's clothing closet, 
including all types of nursing uniforms and professional suits 
hanging in the tiny, five-room rented home that her family now 
occupies. 

Stacey starts by allowing aspiring job seekers to select their own clothing, includ- 
ing shoes and accessories. 
Then the negotiations begin. 

While they are trying on different clothes and evaluating various accessories, Stacey 
and her clients talk about goals, fears and options. 

Often through this process, they find the outfit and the attitude that meet those job goals. 
After that, it is easy to talk about hurdles, issues and deep hurts. 
Coaching often becomes life-changing. 

Recently, halfway through a haircut, an attractive, self-assured woman in her fifties 
began to weep. 

For the past five years, all the attention she had been paid was negative, she said. 
She had lost her job, had a double mastectomy, and frequently fought with her 
grown children. 

Stacey's payment comes in moments like that; to pay the rent, she asks that clients 
who find a job turn over to her their fifth paycheck, whatever it might be. 
For most, the fifth week on the job marks a transition from underachiever to suc- 
cessful woman. 

Stacey will make $21,000 this year by helping others, and has a waiting list of 
women eager for Stacey's help. 

Life in the Community: Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

• The City of Oak Ridge was created in 1942 for a single purpose — secret produc- 
tion of the atomic bomb for World War II. 

• Oak Ridge was founded by the U.S. Government to house the workers who devel- 
oped the uranium-235 and plutonium-239 for the bomb. 

• The community's existence was kept secret from most of the country until the sum- 
mer of 1945. 

• The "secret city" quickly became one of the world's foremost centers of research 
and development, and the advanced applications of high technology. 

• Work in Oak Ridge remained under the control of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
but in 1955 the city was turned over to its residents. 

• In the 1990s, the federal government began decontaminating and leasing much of 
the complex to private industry, and one section was renamed the East Tennessee 
Technology Park. 
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The Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, sponsored by many educational insti- 
tutions, and the University of Tennessee Biomedical Science graduate school are 
also part of the community. 
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Want to help your kid with science 
but not sure how? 

Discover practical ways to make science fun, how to become 
a tutor, and how to help after school. For all kinds of ways to 
help all kinds of kids, log on to 



www.connectforkids.org 
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Historical Snapshot 
2002 



The euro was introduced as a cash currency in 12 counties: The Netherlands, Ireland, France, 
Austria, Belgium, Finland, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal and Spain 
The Nobel Prize for Peace was awarded to Jimmy Carter 

Former Ku Klux Klansman Bobby Frank Cherry was found guilty on murder charges in 
the 1963 Birmingham church bombing that killed four black girls 
The U.S. Postal Service increased the price of a first-class stamp from $0.34 to $0.37 
U.S. Army Special Forces Sgt. Ross Chapman (31) was killed by enemy fire near Khost, 
Afghanistan, becoming the first U.S. soldier to die by enemy fire during the assault on that 
country 

Scientists reported that symptoms of Parkinson's disease were relieved in rats when stem 
cells were injected into their brains 

President George W. Bush signed a far-reaching federal education bill that tied federal aid 
to test performance 

The Bush administration and the auto industry agreed to promote development of pollu- 
tion-free cars and trucks powered by hydrogen fuel cells, pledging more than $1 billion 
toward research 

The off-Broadway musical The Fantasticks was performed for the last time, ending a run 
of nearly 42 years and 17,162 shows 

Enron fired accounting firm Arthur Andersen, citing its destruction of thousands of docu- 
ments and its accounting advice; for its part, Andersen said its relationship with Enron 
ended in early December 2001 when the company slid into the biggest corporate bank- 
ruptcy in U.S. history 

At the 59th Annual Golden Globe Awards, Ron Howard's A Beautiful Mind was named 
best drama and its star, Russell Crowe, the top dramatic actor; Sissy Spacek was named 
best dramatic actress for In the Bedroom 

Kmart, the third-largest discount retailer in the U.S., filed for bankruptcy protection 
Daniel Pearl, Wall Street Journal reporter, was kidnapped in Karachi, Pakistan, by the 
"National Movement for the Restoration of Pakistani Sovereignty" and was later murdered 
After an absence in our solar system of nearly 350 years, comet Ikeya-Zhang was sighted 
by two amateur astronomers in Japan and China 

The Bush administration approved a $700 million grant to help rebuild the part of lower 
Manhattan devastated by the September 1 1 terrorist attacks 

A U.S. federal court ruled that it is unconstitutional to sentence a felon to 25 years to life 
for shoplifting, which was allowed under the California "three strikes law" 
Paula Radcliffe set a new record in the Chicago Marathon, finishing the 26.2-mile race in 
2 hours, 17 minutes and 18 seconds 

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring received 13 Academy Award nomina- 
tions 

Geological expert Mark Meier predicted that oceans would rise 7-11 inches by the end of 
this century due to polar warming 
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Selected Prices 

Armoire, Entertainment $899.00 

Ceiling Fan, Hunter Sojourn $190.00 

Chair, La-Z-Boy $322.99 

Computer, Sony Laptop $2,300.00 

Crib, Oak Finish $190.00 

Digital Camera, Nikon Coolpix $800.00 

Fax Machine, Sharp $150.00 

Paper Shredder $34.00 

Silverware, Sterling, 46-piece $2,999.00 

Tapes, Audio, Seven-pack $5.00 

Tennis Shoes, Brooks Paragon $55.00 

Water, 1.5 Liters $0.49 
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"Taunts from the Border, U.S. forces are itching to pursue al-Qaeda hiding out in 
Pakistan," by Michael Ware, Time, October 28, 2002: 



It was an impressive show of force. Under the 
cloak of darkness last week, Chinook and Black 
Hawk choppers dropped an entire battalion of 
520 U.S. paratroopers into a remote valley in 
Afghanistan, just across the border from the 
rugged mountains of Pakistan, where al-Qaeda 
has established training camps. With dogs bark- 
ing, cows chewing and a watchful camel resting, 
the heavily armed U.S. force trudged through 
irrigated fields and muddy Pashtun villages, cor- 
doning off a 3.5-mile-long area and searching 
each of 150 residential compounds that dangle 
off the nosebleed hillsides by the 
Kakh and Khardala rivers. "We aim 
to get the maximum number of peo- 
ple on the ground at once," says 
Major Mike Richardson, para- 
troops operations officer. "It gives 
us shock value." 

But on this particular occasion, 
the value was limited. Two com- 
plexes suspected of being al-Qaeda 
staging posts were discovered with 
caches of hundreds of rocket-pro- 
pelled grenade rounds, mines and 
ammunition, but the enemy was 
nowhere to be found; the most 
threatening local seemed to be an 
old woman carrying a hatchet over 
her shoulder and complaining 
about her uninvited guests. 

For the battle-ready members of 
the army's 82nd Airborne Division, 
such small victories, as frustrating 
as they may be, will have to suffice. 
That's because the troops are con- 
fined behind Afghanistan's border 
with Pakistan, unable to reach the 
concentrations of al-Qaeda sur- 
vivors safely ensconced in camps in 
the mountains surrounding the 
town of Mirim Shah. From these 



retreats in Pakistan, al-Qaeda commanders can 
send out specially trained teams to lob rockets 
at U.S. bases and air fields. The most U.S. forces 
can do is disrupt the endless teams of terrorists 
popping into Afghanistan, closing off their 
transport routes and seizing weapons and 
equipment stashed for them by abettors inside 
the country. "This is the type of warfare that 
many folks don't have the patience to fight. 
Hell, I don't know if I'm patient enough," says 
Lieut. Colonel Martin Schweitzer, battalion 
commander. 
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"Modem Etiquette: Treat Them Right," by Desa Philadelphia, 
Time, October 28, 2002: 

For parents, the scariest part of Halloween can be the amount of cavity- 
inducing sweets their kids consume after returning home. Since home- 
baked goods are frowned on these days and kids don't get too excited 
about pretzels, what treats can you substitute for candy? These might do 
the trick: 

Cold Cash: Roll up those unwanted pennies in papers, or put a dozen 
or two in drawstring bags. With any luck, the kids will use them for 
something other than candy shopping — maybe even give them to 
UNICEF. 

Petrifying Pencils: Halloween-theme pencils, erasers, sharpeners or 
key rings make for scary-but-good fun. You can get them at party stores 
that sell costumes and decorations. 

Terrifying Trading Cards: Give them their favorite sports stars. Or 
put them a Monster ahead of the pack with Yu-Gi-Oh! Cards, current 
playground favorites. They're at most toy stores and discount chains. 

(SHHH!) Sugarless Candy: Jolly Rancher, Bubble Yum and Bazooka 
all make sugarless batches of their delicacies, some sweetened with fruit 
juice. They're hard to find at supermarkets; try your local candy store. 
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"At Camp, Survival Skills Include a Solid Resume," by Arthur Bovino, 
The New York Times, May 26, 2002: 



At a camp in Fishkill, NY, a group of teenagers 
were surrounded by woods and wildlife. But an 
assistant camp counselor was rehearsing them 
in survival skills that had little to do with nature 
unless it was the nature of growing up. 

As six of the teenagers sat in a circle inside a 
pine-scented cabin, the counselor, Tony Fong, 
posed a question: "What will you have to pay 
for if you live on your own?" 

"Interview clothes," offered Brandon Ankle, 
a tenth-grader at Rice High School in Harlem. 

"Student loans, but I'm going to get finan- 
cial aid," said Christopher Medina, 15, a tenth- 
grader at Manhattan Village Academy. 

"Your hair, $200," said Kenyatta Legree, 
17, an eleventh-grader at Grace Dodge 
Vocational High School in the Bronx. 

"Two hundred dollars!" the counselor said. 

During a weekend retreat earlier this month, 
the teenagers spent a lot of time learning how to 
survive, not in the wilderness, but in the real 
world. They are members of the Pre- 
occupations Club, who were on a visit in con- 
nection with the Fresh Air Fund's Career 
Awareness Program. 

The Fresh Air Fund is a nonprofit agency 
that provides children 
from low income neigh- 
borhoods in New York 
City with a chance to 
enjoy free vacations in 
the country. Many of the 
youngsters are matched 
with volunteer families. 
Others visit the fund's 
five camps in Fishkill. 

Camp Mariah is 
unique among those 
camps because of its 
strong focus on continu- 
ing education, careers 
and decision-making. It is 



named for the singer Mariah Carey, who attend- 
ed a publicly funded camp when she was young 
and donated $1 million to establish the site in 
1994 and 1995. Boys and girls ages 12 to 14 
attend for three summers, three and a half weeks 
each visit, to learn about things like computer 
skills, fashion design, journalism or TV produc- 
tion. During the school year, they tour workplaces 
like hospitals, newspapers and law firms, where 
they follow professionals and try to zero in on 
their own career interests. 

"We looked at what the pressing need was 
and I was concerned about youth unemploy- 
ment," said Jenny Morgenthau, executive direc- 
tor of the Fresh Air Fund. "I thought we should 
help prepare kids for careers." 

"We want to make children aware of differ- 
ent careers," she added. "With that, the most 
important thing is for them to stay in school. 
Kids would say, 'I want to be a doctor,' but they 
wouldn't know what to do." The fund helps 
students with the college application process, 
with the college boards and with seeking finan- 
cial aid. "We help them find out what interests 
them and what they need to do. It empowers 
them." 
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2003 Profile 



To most who know her, it is not surprising that Erika 
Durst ended up taking time from her position as a test 
engineer at the University of North Carolina to travel 
to Washington, DC, protest the Bush administration's 
push to go to war with Iraq. 

Life at Home 

• Erika Durst was born in the early 1970s in 
California. 

• Her parents became involved in working for racial 
and social justice while they lived in California, 
continuing that involvement throughout Erika's 
childhood in South Carolina and passing these 
ideas and values on to Erika as she was growing up. 

• Erika's experiences over the years, and especially 
the influence of her parents and the church, led 
her to believe that war is wrong and that it does 
not solve problems. 

• She thinks that war only causes more problems 
and brings great heartache to those who lose 
loved ones on both sides. 

• Erika's father was a minister in the United 
Methodist Church, so she was always the 
"preacher's kid." 

• This meant she moved around every three to five 
years and never completely felt like she belonged 
anywhere. 

• She sensed that people were always watching 
what she did and how she behaved, and that she 
was held to a higher standard of behavior than 
were the other kids. 




Erika Durst, a test engineer 
joins the protest against the 



at the University of North Carolina, 
Iraq war. 
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The war attracts a diverse 
audience. 



• This was especially hard, as she was not the 
kind of kid who sat quietly when she felt 
she was not being treated fairly. 

• In 1985, Erika and her family moved to 
Columbia, South Carolina, to a neighbor- 
hood of old mill houses. 

• Most people in the area were poor families 
living in dirty, overcrowded conditions. 

• Because her family lived next to the church, 
people were often knocking on the family's 
door for help. 

• Erika helped with the social services depart- 
ment's food distribution at the church; in 
the eighth grade she wrote a paper on 
homelessness based on her experiences in 
this community. 

• During this time, Erika's parents became 
very involved in the Carolina Peace 
Resource Center, which works for peace 
and justice in the world through education. 

• Erika and her younger brother were includ- 
ed in these activities. 

• During her middle and high school years, 
Erika participated in protests and vigils 
against the manufacturing of nuclear 
weapons, the death penalty, domestic vio- 
lence, the American policies in Central 
America, and war in general. 

• She also attended a peacemaking confer- 
ence with her parents that included a work- 
shop for young people. 

• Erika generally felt out of place as a liberal 
thinker in South Carolina. 

This became even more of a problem in high school when living in an especially 

conservative community; she discovered that she could not even discuss politics 

with her best friend. 

During the Gulf War, Erika felt very alone being against the war when all of her 

friends were supporting it. 

She was very angry and frustrated during her graduation when the valedictorian 

spoke about the great things that had happened during their years in high school — 

including the winning of the Gulf War. 

Erika attended a small liberal arts college in South Carolina. 

During the 1992 election, she and a handful of friends and two teachers watching 

the results together celebrated the election of Bill Clinton. 

The rest of the campus was disappointedly quiet. 

During her college years, Erika traveled to Brazil, Ghana and Kenya with school- 

and church-sponsored programs. 

Those experiences nurtured her belief that it is good for young people to travel and 

meet people of different cultures, races and economic backgrounds, and to realize 

how much they have in common. 
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She feels that these interactions among young people will help bring peace in the 
future. 



Life at Work 

After college, she moved to Colorado for graduate school and stayed there for six 
years. 

She spent one of those years working for Habitat for Humanity as an AmeriCorps 
VISTA volunteer. 

Her experience of working to help people with limited incomes achieve home own- 
ership in a wealthy community educated her further on the disparity of wealth in 
the United States. 

She moved to Chapel Hill, North Carolina, a year ago with her husband. 
She is now in her late twenties and works in the School of Public Heath at the 
University of North Carolina. 

A friend from work told Erika about an antiwar demonstration planned for 
October 24 in Washington, DC. 

She and her friend had talked about their frustrations with President Bush's poli- 
cies and actions. 

They were angry that he insisted that the American people speak with one voice — 
his voice. 

They also feared the precedent that would be set if the United States acted pre- 
emptively, especially if there was no international or United Nations support. 




Erika is unsure of what to expect during the march. 
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More than 500,000 show up in Washington to protest the invasion of Iraq. 

• The friend encouraged her to join a group of protestors traveling from Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina. 

• Still uncertain about her real plans, Erika went to the bookstore near the University 
of North Carolina campus that was organizing the group and purchased a 
roundtrip ticket by bus for $30. 

• Later, she learned her parents were going to be at the protest march, as well, and 
they all agreed to try to meet in Washington. 

• On the day of the march, Erika got up at 5 a.m. and made her way to the meeting 
place. 

• Not knowing anyone except her friend and her friend's boyfriend, she was very 
nervous and unsure of what to expect. 

• She had been told that lawyers had volunteered their services if people were arrest- 
ed, and that, too, made her a bit nervous. 

• In Washington, Erika discovered thousands of sincere, passionate people like her- 
self, all there to spend the day marching for peace. 

• The weather was warm and sunny, and the atmosphere was festive, and the demon- 
stration peaceful. 

• Erika felt as if she was finally able to voice her opinion in a way that just might 
make a difference, surrounded by thousands of people who felt as she did; she was 
especially pleased to see a group of veterans joining in the protest. 

• When plans for a second march were finalized in January 2003, Erika was better 
prepared. 

• This time, the country looked even closer to going to war. 

• She is very frustrated by her inability to stop the war and is angered by the admin- 
istration's rationale for going to war, which she feels are not the real reasons. 
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She thinks that President Bush wants to finish what his father started with the Gulf 
War and to increase America's control over Middle Eastern oil. 
She believes the rush to war is much more about economics than humanitarianism. 
This time, her mother was unable to go, but Erika drove with her father rather than 
taking a bus. 

They drove to suburban Washington on Friday and stayed for the weekend with 
her aunt and uncle, who were very hospitable, despite their obvious political dif- 
ferences. 

On Saturday morning, Erika and her father took the Metro into DC. 
It was very cold, and her dad had a bad cold and cough, but they decided it was 
important to attend the march anyway. 

They wanted the world to know that there were Americans who did not support 
what their country was doing. 

As they walked from the Metro station to the rally, they were treated to free Ben 
and Jerry's ice cream bars. 

After years of living on a tight budget as a graduate student and a VISTA volunteer, 
Erika always enjoys getting free food, especially dessert. 

As they tried to eat the bars, though, they realized that the weather was so cold the 
bars were frozen solid and they had to warm them in their pockets first before tak- 
ing a bite. 

Erika and her dad were impressed with the number of people at the rally, despite 
the bone-chilling cold. 

Like the rally in October, the people involved were very diverse. 
Erika was pleased to see more than just hippie leftovers from the Vietnam protests. 
The protesters included infants, children, students, thirty-somethings, baby 
boomers, and even the elderly. 

Republicans and Democrats, veterans, moms and dads, teachers, church groups, 
scientists, among others, all seemed to be there. 

Whites, blacks, Latinos and Arabs, Christians, Jews and Muslims all joined togeth- 
er to protest the plans for war in Iraq. 
Even a few dogs were there with their own protest signs. 

Erika found it more difficult to be there this time, partly because of the weather, partly 
because she was not a part of a group, and finally, because it felt even more hopeless. 
President Bush was expected to declare war within days. 

Erika was also worried that being in the cold made her dad's cough feel worse. 
They joined the rally for a while, but it was hard to hear the speakers, so they 
decided to join the march to help them warm themselves up. 
As they looked back, they were amazed to see how far the crowd stretched behind them. 
Halfway along the route, they stopped for some coffee. 

Cold and tired, they decided to go back to her aunt and uncle's house to get warm 
and rest so her dad would stop coughing. 

When they hopped onto the Metro, and they noticed that many other marchers 
were being driven indoors by the cold. 

Erika felt that she had done what she could, but like the march in October, she was 
aware that President Bush was not in Washington to "hear" what they had to say, 
which was disappointing. 

Once they were warm, their attention turned to soccer. 

The U.S. men's soccer team was playing a friendly game against Canada that night, 
and the "best soccer bar in the U.S.," Summers Restaurant in Arlington, was show- 
ing the game. 
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Summers is well-known in the soccer community for always having soccer games 

on, and the crowds were overflowing for U.S. games during the 2002 World Cup. 

Erika is a huge soccer fan. 

She was at a World Cup Qualifier in Boston when the U.S. started bombing 

Afghanistan. 

For Erika, the bombing put a damper on the U.S. Men's win over Jamaica and its 

qualification for the World Cup. 

The bar was crowded and they had to stand for the first half, but Erika was still 

happy to be there. 

In contrast to the march, this experience was at least warm. 

Two former National Team players were at the bar watching the game, which was 

exciting to Erika. 



Life in the Community: Washington, DC 

The January March on Washington and the one on October 24 were the largest 
antiwar protests since the Vietnam War. 

Organizers estimate that 200,000 people attended the October rally and that 
500,000 marched on January 19. 

Rallies were also being held in San Francisco, Tampa and in 30 other countries 
across Europe, the Middle East, and Asia. 

Organizers of the events chose January 19 partly because of the imminent deadline 
for a report from the weapons inspectors in Iraq, and partly to mark the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday. 

Many speakers at the rallies invoked King's spirit of nonviolence, agreeing with his 
statement, "The greatest purveyor of violence on Earth is my own government." 
International ANSWER (Act Now to Stop War and End Racism) organized this 
march to protest the Bush administration's reorganization of U.S. military doctrine 
and strategy. 

The U.S. has spent $7 trillion on the development of nuclear weapons and has an 
arsenal of more than 10,000 nuclear weapons. 

President Bush and Congress just signed a new defense budget at a cost of a billion 
dollars a day. 

ANSWER is calling for this money to be redirected toward jobs, education, hous- 
ing and healthcare for Americans. 

Although the preliminary report from the United Nations arms inspectors in Iraq 
is not due until January 27, the Pentagon is continuing to prepare for war. 
These preparations include ordering more carriers to the Persian Gulf. 
Most protestors are calling January 27 a deadline for war. 

They fear that once the report comes in, Bush will declare war with or without the 
approval of the UN Security Council. 

The president is at Camp David this weekend, and many members of Congress are 
out of town for the holiday weekend, so they are not here to see the protest. 
Ari Fleischer, a White House spokesman, has stated that President Bush does not 
see the growing protests as evidence that support is fading for his Iraq policy. 
Newsweek released polls on January 18 that show 60 percent of those polled want 
the administration to take more time to seek an alternative to war, compared with 
35 percent who think the time for war has come. 

Also, 80 percent polled would back a military campaign if it had the full backing 
of U.S. allies and the UN Security Council. 
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International ANSWER was formed three days after 9/11 in response to the Bush 

administration's "war on terrorism." 

The coalition grieves for those lost or injured on September 11, but its members 

join together to say that war is not the answer. 

They believe that "Anti-Arab and Anti-Muslim racism is a poison that should be 

repudiated." 

The members also think that the government is using the country's grief and fear to 

curb civil liberties and expand police powers, thus restricting basic democratic rights. 

Other organizations supporting the rally include Move On, True Majority and the 

Campaign to End the Cycle of Violence. 



+ 



American Red Cross 

Together, we can save a life 




Since September 11, our world has changed. 

And Americans of alL ages have changed with it, corning together with purpose and hope. 

Your caring and concern has Led the way. Because of your continued support, 

our nation has become a safer place for our families. 

To everyone who has helped another person during a time of need, 
we salute you. 
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Historical Snapshot 
2003 



The Supreme Court upheld a copyright extension, lengthening existing copyrights by 20 years in a 
decision considered a victory for Hollywood studios 

The former governor of Pennsylvania, Tom Ridge, became the nation's first secretary of Homeland 
Security, uniting 22 agencies and 170,000 employees 

Scientists reported that the fossil discovery of a four-winged bird in China was advancing the expla- 
nation of evolution of birds and flight 

The Space Shuttle Columbia exploded as it reentered Earth's atmosphere on its way to Kennedy 
Space Center, killing all seven crew members 

A satellite called the Wilkinson Microwave Anisotropy Probe produced a detailed map of the uni- 
verse, revealing that it is 13.7 billion years old, is rapidly expanding, and that its weight is 4 percent 
atoms, 23 percent dark matter, and 73 percent dark energy 

U.S. forces launched Operation Iraqi Freedom designed to end the reign of Saddam Hussein 
Broadway theaters went dark when stagehands and actors voted to support the musicians' strike 
Congress approved the Amber Alert Bill to create a national system to promptly alert the public of 
kidnappings, particularly of children 

Virginia passed a law to end the sending or receiving of unsolicited commercial e-mail to or from 
the state 

Congress passed a 10-year $350 billion tax package, the third-largest tax cut in U.S. history, elimi- 
nating dividend taxes, reducing capital gains taxes, and increasing child credit for most taxpayers 
Eric Rudolph, accused in the bomb attack at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, was apprehended in North 
Carolina after spending five years on the lam 

The journal Nature reported that players of first-person action games scored 30 to 50 percent high- 
er in visual attention skills tests 

Maine approved universal health care, announcing plans to offer low-cost coverage to all residents 
by 2009 

Businesswoman Martha Stewart was charged with conspiracy, obstruction of justice, and securities 
fraud from the December 2001 sale of shares in ImClone Systems 

McDonalds, the world's largest restaurant chain, asked its meat suppliers to phase out the use of 
some growth-producing antibiotics in animals 

The fifth installment of the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, tallied 
record sales 

A massive blackout that darkened the Northeast and Midwest was considered the country's largest 
power failure in history, impacting 50 million people in eight U.S. states and parts of Canada 
The diocesan bishops of the Episcopal Church voted to confirm V Gene Robinson as church's first 
openly gay bishop on a vote of 62-45, sparking worldwide controversy 

The Census Bureau reported that the number of U.S. residents who were born in other countries 
grew to more than 33 million in 2002, a number slightly larger than the entire population of Canada 
The Pope beatified Mother Teresa, calling her an "icon of the Good Samaritan" 
Alabama Chief Justice Roy S. Moore was removed from office for his refusal to comply with a fed- 
eral court order to remove from the Alabama State Courthouse rotunda a 5,280-pound monument 
of the Ten Commandments that had been on display since 2001 
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Selected Prices 

Brassiere, Olga Push-up $20.63 

Breadmaker, Welbilt $129.99 

Cell Phone, Motorola $199.00 

Computer, Compaq Presario Notebook $1,199.00 

Cookware, Williams-Sonoma Soup Pot $230.00 

Knife, Schaak 5-Inch Tomato Knife $44.95 

Luggage, Willis & Geiger Leather Case $470.00 

Olive Oil, 23 Ounces $32.00 

Palm Pilot $369.00 

Printer, Epson Stylus $279.00 

Toilet, Low Flush $270.00 

Wine Rack $150.00 
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"Working Women," Ms., September 2004: 



Results from the first American Time Use 
Survey are in, and the big surprise may be that 
there isn't much of a surprise. 

As The New York Times' Edmund Andrews 
writes: It may fall into the category of Things 
You Knew but Could Never Prove, but a new 
survey by the Department of Labor shows that 
the average working woman spends about twice 
as much time as the average working man on 
household chores and the care of children. 

The average working woman also gets about 
an hour's less sleep each night than the average 
stay-at-home mom. And men spend more time 
than women both at their jobs and on leisure 
and sports. 

According to the survey of 21,000 people, all 
of whom recorded how they spent every hour in 
a 24-hour period, employed men worked about 
an hour more than employed women, though the 
difference is partly due to the number of women 
working part-time. Among full-time employees, 
men worked 8.3 hours vs. 7.7 hours for women. 

"We've been measuring work for a long time, 
but we didn't understand the context for work," 
the survey's project manager, Diane Herz of the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, told the Times. "How 
do people fit work into their lives? Are they doing 
it Monday through Friday? Is work becoming 
more or less prevalent on the weekends? What 
trade-offs are people making?" 



Some findings reported in the Times: 

The average working woman, for example, 
spends about an hour and a half a day caring 
for other members of the family, the average 
working man barely 50 minutes. Likewise, the 
average working woman spends more than 1 
hour 20 minutes on household chores, the aver- 
age working man less than 45 minutes. 

Almost as many women as men hold jobs, 
the Labor Department said: about 78 percent of 
women, compared with 85 percent of men. But 
two-thirds of all women said they prepared 
meals and did housework on an average day, 
compared with only 19 percent of men who 
said they did housework and 34 percent who 
said they helped with meals or cleanup. 

"We got two different reactions from people 
to these results," Ms. Herz said. "Some said it 
proved that nothing had changed between men 
and women. Others were surprised that the dif- 
ferences weren't greater." 

Here's the specific breakdown of average 
hours per day spent by persons 18 years and 
over caring for household children under 18 
years, and the average hours per day spent by 
persons 18 years and over caring for house- 
hold children under 13 as a secondary activity 
(the child was in his or her care while the per- 
son was doing something else, like grocery 
shopping). 
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"Activists March for Peace," by John Byrne, The News & Observer 
(Raleigh, NC), January 19, 2003: 



WASHINGTON— As hundreds of Triangle res- 
idents swarmed the streets of the nation's capi- 
tal for Saturday's anti-war rally, first-time pro- 
testers joined hands with veteran demonstrators 
for a song of peace at a subway station. 

"People are really afraid with the Jan. 27 
deadline, it will be literally weeks [before war]," 
said Heide Kober, a Durham organizer. "With 
all the deployment, it has become real. 

"It's not a video game anymore. As a moth- 
er and grandmother, the lives of our children are 
just too precious to be sacrificed for a needless 
war. " 

Organizers estimated that about 3,000 
North Carolinians attended Saturday's anti-war 
rally, traveling on 35 buses from 13 cities. 
Arriving bundled in colorful jackets, mittens 
and gloves, frigid but enthusiastic demonstra- 
tors marched from the National Mall to the 
Washington Navy Yard in hopes of preventing 
war. 

A dozen busloads, seven from Chapel Hill, 
three from Raleigh and two from Durham, rep- 
resented the Triangle. Despite the icy weather 
and a flat tire on one of the buses, the Tar Heel 
anti-war demonstrators seemed charged and 
relatively cheery upon their arrival. 

Taking a line from the protest's organizer, 
International ANSWER (Act Now to Stop War 
and End Racism), many said the war may be 
more about the United States' need for oil than 
it is about disarming Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein. "Our government says that it is about 
weapons of mass destruction, but I think it's 
clear it's about oil and access to oil," said Paul 
Dowds, 30, who works with a literacy organi- 
zation in Chapel Hill. 

Others, like Mandy Carter, co-founder of 
Southerners on New Ground, a multiracial 
social justice group in Durham, said that they 
came out of concern for North Carolina's serv- 
ice members. 



"We have four key military bases that are 
sending troops over by the thousands," Carter 
said. "And so, as North Carolinians, why we're 
here is to say not everyone is in support of the 
war. " 

She also expressed frustration that congres- 
sional leaders who were pushing for war didn't 
have sons and daughters who were going off to 
fight. 

"None of their kids are going over, and these 
young men and women are going to kill or be 
killed," she said. "Let the people who want to 
do these wars go and fight, the ones who are 
saying they'll vote for it." 

Activists planned the event on Martin 
Luther King Jr. weekend, seeking to invoke the 
nonviolent spirit of the legendary civil rights 
leader. Some, like Asheville native Danny 
Wolverton, carried signs with quotations from 
King. Wolverton's read: "The greatest purveyor 
of violence on Earth is my own government. " 

While most decried the administration's 
stance, some were careful to voice their support 
for the armed forces. 

"I feel like it's important to be in support of 
people in the armed forces at the same time 
we're speaking out for peace," said Gib Barrus, 
a 44-year-old Celo camp director who came 
with his wife and two young daughters. 

Chris Kromm, a Triangle organizer and 
director of the Institute for Southern Studies, 
said that he was awed by the diversity of the 
movement. While Vietnam protesters were char- 
acterized as young hippies, he said, Saturday's 
movement was far more encompassing. 

"The movement from the get-go has been 
churchgoers, teachers, engineers, Republicans 
and Democrats," Kromm said. "It's broad and 
deep." 

He believes that while Southerners may be 
quick to jump on the pro-war bandwagon, 
many will become more reticent if their friends, 

(continued) 



459 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



(continued) 

sons and daughters see combat. He said 42 per- 
cent of the U.S. Armed Services are stationed in 
the South. 

Triangle residents who couldn't make the 
trip to Washington made their feelings heard in 
Durham. About 350 adults and children, bun- 
dled in winter coats and hats, held signs, drums 
and flags as they lined up along the intersection 
of Main and Gregson streets, all the way to 
Morgan and Duke streets, in a protest of the 
possible war. 

"No War, Yes Jobs," one sign said, while 
another stated, "Bush's War = Al Qaeda's 
Recruitment Program." Others proclaimed, 
"Jews Against the Occupation," "Impeach the 
Moron," "Jobs Not War," and "Stop WWIII." 



Kathy Kling of Chapel Hill, 61, who has 
lived in Saudi Arabia and worked in five 
Muslim countries, said there were other solu- 
tions. "We can find alternatives to get along," 
she said, holding a sign that said, "Why War?" 

Steve Bocckino, 51, an organizer and par- 
ticipant from the People's Alliance in Durham, 
complained that the media haven't done 
enough to cover Americans' antiwar attitude. 
"A lot of people are frustrated by the drive 
toward war," he said. "This gives them a direc- 
tion to show it." 

For Cathy Kielar, 53, of Durham, another 
organizer, war means her two sons, ages 21 and 
23, could be sent overseas. "I'm a mother," she 
said. "This is very important to me." 
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"A Stirring in the Nation," editorial, The New York Times, January 20, 2003: 



A largely missing ingredient in the nascent 
debate about invading Iraq showed up on the 
streets of major cities over the weekend as 
crowds of peaceable protesters marched in a 
demand to be heard. They represented what 
appears to be a large segment of the American 
public that remains unconvinced that the Iraqi 
threat warrants the use of military force at this 
juncture. 

Denouncing the war plan as an administra- 
tion idee fixe that will undermine America's 
standing in the world, stir unrest in the Mideast 
and damage the American economy, the pro- 
testers in Washington massed on Saturday for 
what police described as the largest antiwar 
rally at the Capitol since the Vietnam era. It was 
impressive for the obvious mainstream roots of 
the marchers from young college students to 
grayheads with vivid protest memories of the 
60s. They gathered from near and far by the 
tens of thousands, galvanized by the possibility 
that President Bush will soon order American 
forces to attack Iraq even without the approval 
of the United Nations Security Council. 

Mr. Bush and his war cabinet would be wise 
to see the demonstrators as a clear sign that 
noticeable numbers of Americans no longer feel 



obliged to salute the administration's plans 
because of the shock of Sept. 11, and that many 
harbor serious doubts about his march toward 
war. The protesters are raising some nuanced 
questions in the name of patriotism about the 
premises, cost and aftermath of the war the 
president is contemplating. Millions of 
Americans who did not march share the con- 
cerns and have yet to hear Mr. Bush make a per- 
suasive case that combat operations are the only 
way to respond to Saddam Hussein. 

Other protests will be emphasizing civil dis- 
obedience in the name of Martin Luther King Jr. 
But any graphic moments to come of con- 
frontation and arrest should be seen in the far 
broader context of the Capitol scene: Peaceable 
throngs of mainstream Americans came for- 
ward demanding more of a dialogue from polit- 
ical leaders. Mr. Bush and his aides, to their 
credit, welcomed the demonstrations as a 
healthy manifestation of American democracy 
at work. We hope that spirit will endure in the 
weeks ahead if differences deepen and a noisier 
antiwar movement develops. These protests are 
the tip of a far broader sense of concern and 
lack of confidence in the path to war that seems 
to lie ahead. 
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ars of Resistance to the Bomb 
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2004 News Feature 



"After some intervention, Pat Dillard got to work; after 13 years running the 
Presbyterian Community Center, she plans to retire," by Kathy Lu, The 
Roanoke Times (Virginia), December 2004: 

Here first instinct was to turn down the job. 

"I thought it was a little more than I could have 
handled or wanted," said Pat Dillard, executive 
director of the Presbyterian Community Center in 
Southeast Roanoke. "But God intervened and had 
other plans." 

The day was July 19, 1991. Dillard, who by then 
had spent nine years as a volunteer at the center and 
five years heading the board of directors, was 
approached by outgoing director George Pollash 
about taking the job. Dillard declined after a long 
conversation with Pollash and praying about the 
opportunity. 

Then, that afternoon, Dillard opened her Bible — 
something she had done every day for about 25 years 
as part of her personal devotion to read the Bible 
through annually. The scripture she fell upon, 1 
Chronicles 28:20, practically grabbed her by the collar. 

"Be strong and courageous and get to work. Don't 
be frightened by the size of the task, for the Lord my 
God is with you; he will not forsake you." 

So Dillard obeyed and took the job. Now 13 years 
later, she is preparing to retire. Her last day will be 
Dec. 30. 

"It's been an amazing adventure," said Dillard, 64. 
"I'm privileged to be part of the effort." 

Dillard was born in Norfolk but raised in 
Detroit. She graduated a history major from 




463 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



Detroit's Wayne State University and had planned on joining the navy, following in 
her father's footsteps. 

But she also had to think about a future with Bob Dillard, the man she was dating 
at the time and who would become her husband in 1963. Bob Dillard is from Botetourt 
County, and the two have known each other since they were children, having met 
through family. Her aunt is married to his uncle. 

Pat Dillard said she came to the Roanoke Valley — "I thought this was the 
boonies" — to visit family one summer and decided to see if she could find a job in the 
area. She was soon offered a job as a probation officer for Roanoke's juvenile court 
and worked there for seven years, until she was pregnant with her second son. Then 
she became a full-time mom for 20 years while her husband ran Southwest TV & 
Appliance Co. on Brambleton Avenue, the store he opened in the early 1970s. 

In 1981, Dillard's eldest son, John, died at the age of 15 from a congenital heart 
malfunction. The year after that, a visitor to her church talked about a need for vol- 
unteers at the center. Dillard took note and started volunteering. The visitor was 
Pollash. 

Dillard started by working the front desk before moving on to interviewing clients 
for eligibility. The nonprofit center provides emergency services to families, such as 
food and financial aid for rent or utilities. 

When Dillard became director, there were no computers at the agency. Now, she 
has a laptop computer on her desk and there are separate computer labs for the 
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elementary and middle school students who come to the agency's after-school 
program. 

Having come through the ranks at the center, Dillard is quick to fill in where she's 
needed, said Tom MacMichael, director of family programs. 

"If a volunteer can't make it, she'll step right in and do interviewing or work the 
reception desk," MacMichael said. "She tries to see what's going on with kids in the 
after-school program. She's just very interested in what the center is doing and what it 
needs to do to improve the community." 

During her tenure, Dillard has helped the agency grow physically and financially. 
There were just three full-time employees when she started, including herself. Now 
there are four full-time and five part-time employees. The agency also now owns the 
entire corner of Jamison Avenue and 13th Street, occupying space that once belonged 
to the Rendezvous Bar and Grill and Garland's Drug Store. The agency's retro front 
counter is a remnant of Garland's. 

The center's budget has more than quadrupled — from about $100,000 to 
$469,000 — during Dillard's watch. It also launched the Pathways for Youth program 
about 10 years ago when the agency wanted to look at ways to address the root caus- 
es of poverty. So it hired MacMichael, who conducted a study to determine communi- 
ty needs and find out what the center could do to keep people from having to come 
back. The results focused on improving family literacy through adult tutoring and 
after-school programs. 

Pathways for Youth started with eight children. It now has 47. MacMichael said 
the program maintains a constant waiting list, despite the fact that it never officially 
recruited participants. 

The agency has also invested a $20,000 venture grant from the United Way of 
Roanoke Valley into an initiative that will pay for two years of tuition at Virginia 
Western Community College for any Pathways student who graduates from high 
school. 

"We won't see the results from that for many, many years," Dillard said. "But any- 
thing good takes time to build on." 

To give the center more presence in the community, she has also participated in the 
Southeast by Design project and is a member of the board of directors for the new 
community health center being developed in Southeast Roanoke. 

But as passionate as Dillard is about her work, she realized in July that some- 
thing in her life had to give. Every day, she visits her 91 -year-old mother, who is ill 
and living at a nursing home. And her 69-year-old husband is dealing with 
diabetes. 

"It had gotten to the point where I was tired all the time," Dillard said. "When 
I finally made the decision [to retire], it was a great relief." 

She said she'll miss the people at the center — "I feel like it's my extended church 
family" — but will be spending more time with her family, which includes two grand- 
children. She will also help out at her husband's business, where her son Rob also 
works. 

As for the center's future, Dillard said she hopes to see more support for it from pri- 
vate donors. 

"We have such a great program and yet there are limited monetary resources for 
it," she said. "We can't rely on grants." 

The tentative plan is to hire a new director by February. And she asks just one thing 
from that person. 

"Just keep making people's lives cheerier and happier," Dillard said. 



465 



Working Americans 1880-2005 Volume VI: Working Women 



THE PRESBYTERIAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

• The Presbyterian Community Center was founded in 1968 as an inner-city ministry 
to address community needs. 

• A majority of the clients are from southeast and northeast Roanoke and the Vinton 
area. 

• The center's clients typically live in subsidized housing and have annual incomes 
that are at or below poverty level. 

QUICK FACTS: 

• In 1982, the center gave $18,635 to 493 families. 

• In 2003, the center gave $94,705 to 1,374 families. 

• The center filled 3,018 food orders in 2003. 

• The center has approximately 400 volunteers, about 80 of whom tutor students in 
the Pathways for Youth program. 
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"Old Law Shielding a Woman's \lrtue Faces an Updating," by Sarah Kershaw, 
The New York Times, January 26, 2005: 

It is about time, politicians here are saying, for the state of Washington to catch up 
with the rest of the world. 

Florida has struck down a law forbidding unmarried women from parachuting on 
Sundays. Michigan has done away with a law making it illegal to swear in front of 
women and children. Texas women no longer face 12 months in prison for adjusting 
their stockings in public. And the ladies of Maine can now legally tickle a man under 
the chin with a feather duster. 

But here in Washington, in 2005, it is still illegal, under a 1909 law, to bring a 
woman's virtue into question publicly, to call her a hussy or a strumpet. 

And now, a state senator from Seattle — who is not saying she supports attacking 
the chastity of Washington women — is, nevertheless, trying to overturn the state's 
"Slander of a Woman" law. 

The law was enacted here at a time when women could not vote, when they were 
viewed by society as delicate flowers to be kept in the kitchen, tending to wood- 
burning stoves for their genteel gentlemen, vulnerable maidens in need of legal pro- 
tection from verbal assaults on their purity. It was upheld by the State Supreme 
Court in 1914, which researchers say was apparently the last time it was before the 
courts. 

Now, Senate Bill 5148, introduced this month by Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles, a 
Democrat, would repeal the law, which makes it a misdemeanor to slander any female 
older than 12 — other than prostitutes — by uttering "any false or defamatory words or 
language which shall injure or impair the reputation of any such female for virtue or 
chastity or which shall expose her to hatred, contempt or ridicule." 

If the bill becomes law, women will have the same protection as men under the 
other slander laws, which will remain in effect. 

Ms. Kohl-Welles — who lectures on women's studies at the University of 
Washington and admits there are more pressing priorities facing a state with a $1.8 bil- 
lion deficit — said the old law was nonetheless a vestige of sexism, a "double standard" 
and an unconstitutional affront to free speech. 
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"Even though one type of treatment can appear on the surface to be positive and 
complimentary, it's also being protective and patronizing," said Ms. Kohl -Welles, who 
has researched other old-fashioned laws and found that many states have done away 
with them. 

But Washington women are not the only ones who have such legal protections 
against dastardly assaults on their integrity. Eight other states, including New York, 
still have similar laws on their books, according to the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, even if they have been rarely used since the days of horse-drawn carriages. 

Michigan is one of those states. But in 2002, an appeals court there did strike down 
a separate 105-year-old law that made it illegal to swear in front of women and chil- 
dren, after a man dubbed by local media as the "cussing canoeist" was punished with 
a $75 fine and ordered to perform four days of community service. His offense was 
uttering profanities in front of women and children in 1999, after he fell out of his 
canoe. 

Here in Washington, where Republicans and Democrats are deeply divided over a 
contested governor's election, the bill to repeal the law against slandering a woman 
seems to have unusual support from both sides of the aisle, from both Venus and Mars, 
with three Democrats and one Republican, two men and two women, sponsoring the 
bill. 

Ms. Kohl-Welles introduced the bill two years ago, but it died a fast death in the 
Republican-controlled Senate. This year, Democrats control both houses of the 
Legislature, and the head of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Adam Kline, is a 
Democrat and a co-sponsor of the bill, leading to optimism that impugning a woman's 
virtue could become legal here. 

Mr. Kline said his interest in the bill was less about women's rights and more about 
purging the law books of anachronisms. 

"This was a simply an attempt to get rid of an anomaly, something that was enact- 
ed in 1909," he said. "It's archaic. It has no business being in the law in the year 
2005." While most of the nation's laws prohibiting impugning a woman's chastity have 
not been used for decades — or longer — New York's law was cited in a lawsuit filed in 
1996 by a Harlem teacher against Joe Klein, author of the 1995 novel Primary Colors, 
and his publisher, Random House. The teacher said she was the basis for a character 
that had a sexual relationship with a fictional Southern governor. She claimed a viola- 
tion of New York State Civil Rights Law, Article 7, Section 77, relating to "action of 
slander of a woman imputing unchastity to her." The case was dismissed in 2003. 

With all of Washington's political and financial troubles, Ms. Kohl-Welles's effort 
to strike down the 1909 law has drawn some criticism. 

"The last record of an appeal related to the crime was nine decades ago," said an 
editorial in the Seattle Times last Saturday, "which makes you wonder what is Senate 
Bill 5148's urgency, given the daunting challenges facing the Legislature." 

Ms. Kohl-Welles acknowledged that as the Legislature, torn apart by the tumul- 
tuous governor's race here, is tackling so many other things, the bill is not a high pri- 
ority. Republicans have filed a lawsuit contesting the election won by only 129 votes 
of Christine O. Gregoire, the Democrat, who was sworn in this month. 

"On first blush, this could sound silly," she said. "I'm not fearful that women or 
men are going to be arrested and this has to be a big case for violations of this law. But 
let's just get rid of it." 
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